[. 3AKYT

Hap 6uctpoTeyHum OHicTpom 3anafas Bedip. KpuBasun 6amnck
po3nMBaBCA Mo Heby. bini bapaHUYMKN BUrnaganm y HepBoHOMy CAMBi, Have
kKnybu oMy noxkexxi. Ha xBnnsax »XoBTaBOl BOAW BUAHIINCb TaKOX YEPBOHi
Binbnnckn, a YopHa CTiHa npanicy, Wo BKpuBaB npasuin 6eper pikuy,
OTOYyBaJjla TEMHOI paMoto Kpaesug. beper uen 6y BUCOKUIN i CTPIMKUIA.
CkensacTta CTiHa cnagasa Bif Jlicy aXk y BoAy Ta He faBasia Npoxoay Hi
N0 OVHI, Hi 3BipoBi. JliBMI, NiBHIYHNI Beper onagas 3aTe TepacaMu, A0 Piky;
TYT NoKasyBanncsa y 6esmexki niciB NAilMHW, ransgaBuHK, a ge-He-ge 'y

BeYipHE NOBITPA NiginMannca gumn.

HanpoTun cTpiMKoi, npaBobepe)xHOoI CTiHK cTosA10 ceno. LLlonpaBaa He
ayxxe 6yno noro BuaHo. KoxxHa xaTa cTosna npo cebe, OCTOPOHb, Bif iHLWNX,
oTo4eHa byanHKamm, CagoM, HEBEJIMYKUM MOJIEM — yCe Te, HeEHa4de
BrpaBJieHe y CNiNibHYy onpasy Jicy. Lline ceno masno Bug AK0IiCb NepBiCHOI
oceni y ANMKOMY Kpato.

Hapn camoto BoOo, ogaasnik Bif iHWMX NporajnH, CTosna XxaTuHa, we
HM>XXYa | MeHLWa 3a iHWnX. HanonoBnHy BpocC/ia B 3eMJ1t0 Ta NOKpUTa
rOCTPOKIHYaTUM faxoM, BU3upaJsia BOHa 3-MOMIXK KyLLiB NiLLWHN, HEMOB SIKacCb
wonymnHa abo kowapa ona oseub. CTiHW, HE BULL Hag YoTupw N'Aai,
BUOHINNCE N1 criepepy Ta O0KiB, 33a4y OOXOAUB APAHULSAMU KPUTUN AaX
a)K 00 camol 3emni. Ha gaxy pocan Tpasu Ta byp’saH, 60 MK gpaHnuaMm
4Yyumano Takm 6yno ramHm i nicky. Ha Bepwky 6yB OTBip, Kpi3b Sknin knybamu
nobysaBcs AuMM. KpiM LUbOro, HiYOro He CBiAYMIIO NPO NPUCYTHICTb NOAEN Y
Wi XaTi. AHi X)KUTHNLIi, aHi KONIEeCHI, Hi Kowa Ha cToBni He Byno, NNW Ha Kinky

6ina nBepen BUCIB KiIHYaCTNN BapSA3bKUIA LLOJIOM.

MNMocepen xaTw ropis BEMKUIA OFOHb Ta OCBiYyBaB 6/iMMal04YMM MosyMm’sim
TEeMHi, 3aKon4eHi cTiHW. NoobTrKaHi MOXOM, BOHW CBITUAM NMYCTKOM0. Ha

CBOJIOKY BUCiB y 6araTin onpasi AOBrMn Ta LWUNPOKUIA, rpaHaTamMm



BUCAL>KYBaHUN MeY, 3 PYYKOIO Y BUr N4l NTaWMHOI FON10BU. B KyTKy CTOAN0

AeKinbKa ropLukis, MilLOK bopollHa Ta KiJfibka KoJio4 AepeBsa.

Ha nocTteni 3 BegMeXxol LWKipWn 3 CiasioM Nif rosioBoko Jsiexas Npu OrHi
HeMiYHWI cTapeub. Ha Noro >K0BTOMY NuLi, Ha NOracamx o4ax, Ha 6inomy,
MOB MOJIOKO, BOJIOCCi, NOKJ1asa BXXe, BUAHO, CBOK BCEMOry4yy pyKy CMepThb.
Ocb-0Cb i NoOracHe Uen MasieHbKUA BOMHUK, WO OrpiBaE wWe crtapeye cepue.
BioKpunioTbCAa BY3bKi, 3iB'ANi yCTa, a pyka, Wo CyOpPOXXHO CKaye no

NoKpuBasy, NPoTArHeTbCca 6e3 cun...

HanpoTwn ctaporo posnirca 6ina BOrHio BENMKUN YOPHUIA Nec i cniavs
6ANCKYHYMMM O4MMa 3@ KOXKHUM pyXOM CTapusd. BiH HeCnokinHO MaxaB

XBOCTOM Ta CKaBYyJliB pa3 y pa3 cTuxa, ornsfanymcb Ha iHU3eHbKI aBepi.

AX oCb 3ipBaBcs Ta, Nobpixytoym Beceno, KNHYBCS A0 OBEpEN.
ManeHbKMn KNanTuk 4epBoHOro Heba, Lo NPOCBiYyBaBCA Kpi3b ABepI,
3aTEeMHUBCSA, a NIC/IA XBUINHUN YBINLWOB Y XaTy BUCOKUN, CTPYHKUN

MOJI0LEeLb, Y WKipSHOMY KadTaHi Ta KMHYB rnepen OroHb YBEPTKY OJIEHS.

— 3no0poB byB, 6aTbKy, WO 3 BaMn? — NOCAMTAB, LWiJlylo4n XOJI04HY,
XKOBTY Ta CXyAsly pyKy cTapus. Ha ycTax 6aTbka nokasaBcs, Hade 6nigun
NPo6NCK 3MMOBOIr0 COHLA, YCMIX.

— 3 6oramu, cuHy, npuxoauul, i 6avy, wWo Haginmnm ocb Tebe WacTam Ha
nosax, To i obpe, 60 TyT 3a Yac TBOIX JIOBIB NPUXOAMNIN BOHU, Ci BaTbKM 3
Bupato, — 3Haew? — cigann 6ina meHe npu BOrHi n Kasanu: "Xoan 0o Hac, y
wapcTeo Capora, wobun 3acicTn 3 HaMM Ha 3eNeHin neBadi Ta NiCHel i
HaNMTKOM MOMUHATW Hally 3eMHY cnaBy". A KoM A NpocuB, Wwobun

NO3BOJINJIN XOY 3anJ1aTUTU AOBrU, LiHY Hawol ceoboamn, kasann 6aTbKu:

"Hi, McTncnas monogum ta oy>x4mm 3a Tebe, BiH CTaHe C/1aBol NJEeMeEHi
iHAWOro, a TM CTapun, nnwe 3aBaga nomy. Xogn, xoan'!" — | toai ocnabno
MOE€ cepuLe.



McTucnas CyMHO rnsiHyB Ha 6aTbKa, Ta MOro BUrnag He faBaB NOMY
HigKol Hagil. 3HaB, WO MOro NoTiwaTu rofi Ta Wo CTapeHbKoOMY nopa, amul
cepue KpMBaBMIOCS, WO Tak NOKMHEHUN BCiMa, 6e3 goni Ta poay, 6e3 cnyr
Ta ManHa BMUPAaE OTYMY | iany 3aniceubkKol BONOCTI.

BiH MOBYKM NMornaavB rosoBy BipHOro Kpyka, akuni 3ackaByniB xKanibHo,

BUOHO, PO3YyMito4K, WO TYT 6aTbKO NPOLLLAETLCS 3 CUHOM HaBiKW.

McTucnaB 3axoamnscs 6ina Beyepi, NOKaB KYCeHb NMPUHECEHOro M’aca Ha
BUrOpHeHe Byrinaga Ta, nobyswn 3 Topbu npuropLly NnTawmHMx s€ub, bpascsa

BapuTK ix Ang 6aTbKa y ropwky. Ta uen CnnHMB CUHa.

— OcTaB, cnHy, Be4epto! Y>xe MeHi "e Tpeba noxmsun gng Tina. Koau
Ma€Ll, TO 3Bapu KBaCHULUb i3 MeaoM, wobum 6yno 4nm 3BOr4MTn Npocoxne
ropno. Y meHe gnsa tebe 3anoBiT, AKMn, MOXKe ByTn, BUPATYE Haw pig 3
HeBOJli. 30A€ETHLCH, WO BOHA YXKe TYyT...

— BoHa? Wo 3a BoOHa? — nocnutaB McTucnas, ornsagatoyuncs.

— CMepTb — MopaHa! 'naaun, ak Kpyk DKUuTb WepCTb Ta CKaBy UTb. BiH
Yye 1i.

Mopo3 nepenLlos No WKipi xaonus.

— baTbky! Wo Bn?.. born nobpi, 6orn xxunei, oyxun ceitna Ta Tenna,
BOpOHITL Hac Big TbMK Ta CMepTi, MPOXKEHITb Mapy Ta 3MOpYy Ha ropm — nicu!

CTapun yCcMixHyBCS.

— He 6incs, cnHy! He no Tebe BoHa npunLiia, a MeHi BOHa Bropy, 4
BiTato il pafgo, a 1 Tobi 34inMe BOHa 3 nNnedvyen Tarap i nosepHe csobony, Koau
MEHe He CTaHe...



— TaTy, He KaxiTb Tak! {1 cepaeyHy KpOB CBOIO 11 Bigaas bu.

— E Hi, rnagn! BoHa BCMiXaeTbCA, BUAHO, NPaBaolo € TBOI C/ioBa. BoHa

3axxae! Lo », maew men?

— AX, npaBpa! — 3ipBaBcs xJsioneub. — A Malo Me[, Ta Wwe n akmun!

Mobir y KyT, oe nexkanu gposa, Ta BiABanuMB iIX Habik. 3-Nnig NONOTHAHOI
COPOYKW BUCTYyNanM BUNYKJO Tyri, Monogi m’a3u, a rpybi konoau, Mos
TPICKW, BUAITanNM 3-Nig oy>Xnx pyk. Onicnsa Big4MHMB CNyCKHI ABepi, WO Beu
Yy HEBEJIMYKUW NbOX Nif XaToo. BiH BNi3 Tyau, 3a XBUJIMHKY BEPHYBCSH 3
KaM'aHUM O036aHKOM i BUTAr 3aTUYKY. 1o KiMHaTLi po3nNananca naxowli —
apoMaT CcTaporo, we npagigamm cmieHoro meny. MctucnaB HasiMB NOro y
nepeB’saHUN Kybok Ta noaaB 6aTbKOBI 40 BYCT.

Oui Ta pucK cTapus 0XUBUANCS Nig BMJAMBOM HaAMnUTKY,

— Ue Big Kannun? — cnutas.

— Tak! — BiANOBIB CUH, YepBOHIitO4YMN. — BoHa noTamku Big 6aTbKa
nepepnana cen a3baHok aAns Bac.

— Mi3Hato, — NpowenoTiB CTapun, — Le Hawe poauHHe aobpo, ue men,
O CMTMB Haw npaain Ap-Typ. 3 TOro 4Yacy noxoBasiocs we asa g3baHku.
OOnH MaB CTaHYTW Ha CTOJi MPW TBOEMY BeCiNNi, APYrniA Ha MOEMY MOXOPOHI.
Ta 0Cb YONIOBIK MOTOPUTbL, @ BOrM NPaBASATb XXUTTSAM, MOB YOBHOM MO
Pycbkomy mopi. OgHo 3aige y Lapropog, a gpyre nponage Ha nojyaHeBux
beperax. OTak i TyT. Nepwe NpnNnaeTbCa XOPOHUTHN, HiXK BiH4YaTWU... Bonxswu
MNepyHa y Knesi 6bnarocnosuanm uenm meq i, BUAHO, Nacka 6oriB € Ha HbOMYy.

OCb MUK BTpaTWIN MaHO, a Takn Npu MOIn cMepTi He 6pakno i NprU3Ha4YeHOro

mepny.

Ctapun 3aMOBK, SinLlIe Bif 4acy [0 4Yacy nonmeaB Me[ i3 Kybka, a cnH
Aorpusas HaniB3ByrjeHe M'4CO Ta 3ai4aB NOro TeepanM owmnkoMm. OCTaHKN



ogep>xxaB Kpyk, Ta 4HoMyCb-TO Hepaao bpaBca 00 ign, pa3 y pa3 nornsaatydm

y KyT. Mi>xx TUM cTapuin Boecnas 0XXMBUBCH, | LONUBLLUW Me[, CKa3aB:

— Miwnn, Napo, KannHi yce nobpo; uBiTy pagocTi — BeCiNg Ha BECh BIK,
a TW, CUHY, 3ansaTun il CTOPULEIO 3a L0 NOCAIAHIO 0Cosoay CTape4oro

XKUTTA.

— BoHa X Mos HeBiCTa, — CKa3aB CUH, — i 1 He 3abyay il uboro gobporo

Aina Hikonu.

— TBOSA HeBicTa? — 3aMByBaBCcA 6baTbKo. — A cTapuin Porpan?

— Porpan He 3Ha€ Npo ue, a To, NEBHO, He 3axoTiB 6u BioAaTN OOYKM 3a
3akyna. Ta A Bunaavy OB, a ToAi Bi3bMy Ii!

— 3akKkyna, 3akyna... — noBTopuB Boecnas i 3agymaBcsa NOHYpo, Ta
BiATaK OXKMBUBCS HAro i HaBiTb YCMiX OCSASB Ha XBUJIMHY MO0 BOCKOBE

nvue.

— Cnyxan, CMHy, — CKa3aB, — i 3aTam cobi nobpe moi cnosa. Porganm He
cxoye Tebe, a Moxxe 6yTu HaBiTb HE MyCTUTbL Tebe y cBIT fobyBaTn obpa.
BiH, meBHO, ocaanTb Tebe Ha sKin HOBUHI rocrnoaaptoBaTu, Wo6 T Tam
3BiKyBaB yBeCb BiK. Ane Tu 3Han, wo y Jlagn 6inbwa cuna, 4mm y MNMepyHa, a
npuHaga KynanbHOI HOYi CUJIbHILIA, YUM yaap rpeubkux KaTagpakTis. ToMy i
TN He TpaTb BigBaruv, a akwo KannHa He Taka BiTpeHa, K 3BUYaNHO XXiHKN,
To nobopeTe 060€ yce, a Toai binbwie byne nogen y Tebe Ha BeCiNNi, YUM y
MeHe Ha MOXOpPOHi. A Tenep cayxanm gani, Wo ckaxy, 60 roeopto ocb oo tebe

BOCTAlHHE...

TyT cTapun nonme 3HOBY Mepfy 3 Kybka, a CMH NiAKiaB APOB Ha OrOHb.
Hansopi 6yno BXXe TeMHO, nwie aecb Aasieko no xatax nepebpixysanucs
cobakn. MNonig po3nori KpucnaTi gepeBa xoauna ApiMoTa Ta WYMOM INCTA Y
HiYHOMY neroTi Besia po3rosopu 3 [IHICTPOBOIO XBUsiel. Yce yKnanocsa oo
MiLLHOIO CHY, i ine rosoc CoOBM-NyryTbKN, WO pa3 y pa3 o63mBaBcs 3



aAynnasoro ayba, HaragyBsas, LLO OCb HeAaleKo IoANHA O0XXUBAE CBOI

OCTaHHI roaAnHWN.

— Harapgan cobi, McTucnase, K-TO KHA3b Haw CBATOCNAB,
Hanxopobpiwwun i3 xopobpux, Tpu pokn Tomy 3bmpasca ynepwe itny
Bonrapito. N'aMmuw ue?

— O, Tak! — BIiAMOBIB CNH, KNBaO4YXN CYMHO ronosoto, — lMiwnu Toai i Bu,

6aTbKy, 1 0ba bpaTn....

— Mwu niwnn y XepcoH, BigKM YOBHaMMN Masn IXaTn NpocTo Ha Llapropoga.
Ta 0Cb MiXK XepCoOHe3LUAMMN HANLLOBCA XUTPUN-MIPEXNTPUNA FpeK, Ha NMEHHS
Kanokwup, i BiH-TO NigMOBMB HaLWIOro KHA34 iTu y bonrapito, 60, moBnss,
3BiATINg nerwe 6yne itn Ha Llapropoa cyweto. Ta maB Kanokup 3acicTu Ha
LapropoaCbKOMY MPecTosli AK TUCALBLKNIA Haloro KHA35. LLle 3 yaciB KHA34
Irops TS>KKO 6yn10 HawWmM roCcTaM TopryeaTu 3 rpekamu, 60 Irops rpeku
nobuan i No3miHOBaAN CTapi, Ha BOriB Ta XpecT 3anpUCA>XeHi, 4OroBOPMU.
OCb 4YOMY | KHA3b Ta MOro A0pafHNKN-BOAKN Nocayxann Kanokupa, i
3ibpaBcsa BennKNM noxig,. YCi ApYyXKUHHUKN KHA34, Wo xoauam 6ynm Ha xo3ap
Ta 6onrap Hag Bonrot, 4yuMano BapsriB Ta CMHIB 3eMCbKUx 6osp 3
JNIlY4HUKaMU, KOMiMHUKaMK Ta TonipHMKaMun 3'ixanuca Hag OHinpoMm, a Koau 3
Mpun’aTi Ta JecHn NpunLLIN YOBHW, BCi CTanu NaauTUCb y noxia. Pasom i3
BINCbKOM MPUIXasio TaKoX YMMaso Kynuis, WO AyManun Nig noKpoBOM KHA3SA
06HOBUTU rpeubKy TOpriea Ha Pyci. Mixx Humn 6y i 4, 60 niTa He
MO3BOISAJZIN MEHI BXXe CTaTu 00 OPY>XXHOI po3npasu. Bi3 9 y YHoBHax Mef, BiCK
Ta AOpOri CMyLWKM, Wo Teol 6bpatn Pagocnas i MnagaH npuBe3nu 3 noxony
Ha B'ATWYIB. YCe Te 3aKynuB Big MeHe caM Kanokup, BugHo, 6a>kas cobi
3’eQHaATN HaW3aMOXXHiWoro 6ospnHa YepBOHOPYCbKOI 3eMi. 9 MaB yce Te
nepese3Tn y LOopoCTo, a BiH MaB MeHi 3a Mil KpaM 3an1aTUTW OBICTi

rPUBEH.

— [BIiCTi rpyBeH! — a>k KPUKHYB MOJIofelb, — Ta X Lie MaeTOoK!



— Tak! 3aBaskun Benecosi Ta nacui noro pocno Toi ManHO MOE Ta AiTen
MOIX 3 POKY B piK, i TOMYy B34B A Bif Porgas TpuausTb rPUBEH Y MO3UKY,
wobun e nepen BUMPaBOK KYNUTU ASIA CUHIB Bi3aHTINCbKI J1IaTX Ta LWWOJIOMU
y XepCcoHe3bKnx Kynuis. 4 Hagiascs, 6a4y, wo, nosepHysLwn, 6e3 Tpyay
Bio4aM OOBI Ta Lie YuMano rpowa npmeesy goaomy. MNoxin yoasca Ham
Hanpo4ypn rapHo, xo4 6osrapu i 3Hanun, wo CBATOC/aB ife Ha HUX BIMHOIO.
BiH nocnas, 6ay4, im nocnis, Wobu ckazanm Big HbOro: "lay Ha Bac, Wob y3aTu
ropoaun i cena Balli Mig MO KHSXXY pyKy. TOMy He npy4YanTecs, a BUxoabTe 3
MOKJIOHOM Ta xJliboM-cinno. Konum > 3axo4yeTe CTaBUTU ONip, TO 3HANTE, WO Y
MeHe € 30000 BiNCbKa i XXMBOro AyXy Mo BaC He OCTaHeTbCs Big MeHe". Mu
nobiounn 6onrap pas i gpyrun, B3snu JopocTton i NepesdcnaBeub, Ta Skpas
konu baxkanu iTn gani Ha Uapropon, noknnkasno 609pCcTBO HALLOM0 KHA3A Y
KuiB, 60, MOBNB, NeyYeHirm obnsarnam noro. Tofdi KHA3b, K Le Yy Hboro 6yBae,
BXOMMB MeY Ta XOBCTasIo, MillOB A0 CTaWHi i 3a XBUJINHY THaB y)Xe 4BaJIOM 3
rOTOBUMM 3aBXAMN NPUBIYHNMN-KOMOHHUKAMIM Ha NiBHIY. Pagocnas i MnagaH
B6ynn 3 HUM. He npoliaroyncsb, My po3ayHnInNCh, Ta BXKe HaBikn. Y 6uTsi 3
nevyeHiramm narna rosoBaMu Masio He BCSA APY>XKMHA KHA3S, asie BOPOriB
po36uB KHA3b BNpax. { Bigibpas MiX TuM rpowi Big Kanokunpa, a BiH AaB
MeHi NpoBiAHNKA, WO MaB MeHe NMpPOoBeCTN KOPOTLUO Aoporoto 3 [lyHato Ha
AHicTp, wob a He noTpebyBaB BepTaTUCb Ha Knis. Lien npoBigHMK ByB Tex
rpek, a (HasmBaBca NapTeHin, i Ka3ag, WO KOANCb ByBaB Ha ABOpPi Kecapsa y
Lapropogai npotoBecTifApieM, cebTo Be/IMKNM ofiBasIbHUKOM. LLIO Lie 3a YUH —
He 3Halo, aJie 3Halo, WO uen 3pagHnk bys pabom Kanokumpa, 6o 6aums pas, sk
LislyBaB NOro pykKy, a pa3 BUAIB 9 Ha MOro nmui 3Hakn Ha4yebTo Big yaapy.
CBobigHMN 4oNOBIK He 3HiC 6u yoapy B inue, a BianosiB 6u meyem, xo4 6m i
KHA3eBi. Anle 9 TOo4i He AyMaB Mnpo ue i ax nisHiwe Haragas cobi Ui 3Hakn
pabcTBa, konu MNMapTeHin No AOpPO3i Hanas Ha MeHe 3 ciyramu, Bigibpas yci
rpowi Ta o64ep camMoro 0o COPOYKW. Jlnwe 3 XUTTAM YTiK 8 Ta NiLOB Ha
npoweHoMy xnibi 3BMH4aHNM WNaxoMm y Kuis, ae Ai3HaBCsA, Lo MixX
»xeptBamu 6oto 6ynm n obnasa Mol cuHK. Ba>Kko niakaB A TO4i, Tak, 9K
pagito Tenep, KoM NnogyMmato, Wwo ckopo nobady obox Ha 3eneHin neBagi
Hax6ora...

TyT MOBa CTaporo cTajla pa3 y pa3 pBaTuUCs, a CJIoBa, 3MillaHi 3
FOJIOCHUM, BaXXKUM Biganxom, nobyeanncs 3 Tpyaom 3 noro yct. BugHo,



TOMWJIO NOro roBOpiHHA. CMepTb YMMpa3 CUJIbHiWe 34aBJit0oBasia CBOEK
JIbOASIHOK PYKOI MOro CTapeye cepue, i BiH cnilwmecs, wob 3a BCAKY UiHY

JOKIHYNTU CBi 3anoOBIT.

— Y Knesi NpocuB A KHA34 NPo AOMOMOry, Ta KHA3b JIIOTUN, WO MaTK "€
nyckana noro y lNMepesdcnaseub, NPUNHAB MeHe HeNlaCKaBo i cka3aB: "Tu
noBuHeH 6yB 6opoTucs. Akbun 3arnHyB, To BCce byno 6 6anayxe, a konm 6
nobigune, To He BTpaTue 6u ManHa. Konnm X Tn 3actapun, wob 6opoHnTUCS,
TO NOBUHEH ByB MaTn po3yM i He faTn cebe obAYpPUTUN AKUMCb FPeLbKUM
Kyksam, abo BUSBUTU | AaTu MeHi AoKa3n 3paan Kanokupa. Toai 1 nokapas
6u noro, a Tak He MoXY". 3 UMM 4 i niwos, 60 KHA3b 6yB NpaBuin. OCb TakK 3
Aionda cTtaB 4 3aKynoMm. |am x Tenep Tm y Knie Ta BAancs 4o camoro
CesaTocnaBa. Po3ka)km nomy npo BCe, WO CcTasnocs, a BiH noabae npo tebe.
Ak>xe X nobaunw ge-Hebyab Kanokupa, NnpMkaaan nomy Hixx oo ropna, a
BigOacTb yce, wo y3aB, 60 a9 npucar 6u Ha cBATUI OroHb lMepyHa, Wwo
lNapTeHin — ue noro npaea pyka. OCb Le Milh 3an0BiT CUHY: BigibpaTn BiA
rpeka BKkpajeHe MamHO Ta BUKYNUTW BOJIOCTb | cBo6oay poauHn y Porpas.
Toni BiH, MeBHO, Haraga€e cobi gaBHIO Apy>kOy 3i MHOIO Ta BigAacTb 3a Garava
[OYKY, KOl He ornsanaTu TakoMy rosiskoBi, K TU Tenep. Hexawn 6oru
3ilWN0Tb Ha Tebe yci cBOI Nackn Ta Aobpo... — TyT CNMHUBCSA CTapuUn
Boecnas i BXONMBCA pPyKoto 3a rpyau. Mo XBUAMHI MPOLOBXXYBaB LLIENoTOM: —
Xan Jlapa ykpacuTb NOro HaMkpawmmm KeitTamun, a 6amckaeka lNepyHa... xan

CTaHe TBOIM MeyeM...

Ctapwuin 3aMoBK. lligHeceHa pyKa onaJsia Ha NoKpuBeaso, BiH ba)kas e
LLLOCb CKa3aTun, Ta BiAKNHYB roJsioBy Ha3af, a o4i 3racau...

1. Cycianm

Hanbnwxyi gHi 6ynn ana monogoro Mctucnasa gy»xe CyMHi Ta Npu ToOMy
NaM’ATHI Ha BCE XUTTA. BOHM HaBYMam noro, aKnm Bennknm 0obpom Ha CBIiTi
€ WMNPICTb Cepus Ta cNpaBensIMBICTb, BiH Mi3HaB, Wwo nbos b6inbly Mae Bary

Y XUTTI Ntogen, Hixx rpiw, cnna i Bnaga.



ObmumBLUM TiNo BaTbka BNAaCHUMWN pyKaMy Ta HapAOUBLUN NOrO Y
HaWKpally ofiX, CTaB BiH nepepn Be/ibMU BaXKJIMBUM MUTAHHAM: HYUM
ONaTUTU BUOATKN Ha MOXOPOH, NJaYKn-xKanibHMUi, KOCTep Ha XaJIbHUKY, a
rosI0OBHE Ha TpU3Hy, 6e3 AKoi HiAKMN NOXOPOH He Mir BiabyTucs. Tpeba byno
no-npagigHOMy 3BMYato YroCTUTU rigHoO Hapoa, wobun 6yno KoMy HacunaTwn
MOruay Haf MepueM, Ta HAaNHATKU CNiBUSA, SKNW cnaBmB By noasuru
nomepsioro nicHAMW. McTncnae nepenivyme yCi NpuUnacu Ta OCTaHKU AAaBHbLOIO

nobpobyTy HanbaraTworo TMBEPCbKOro 6osprHa i 3aJIOMUB PYKW.

— Yum xe a9 Tebe noxosato, baTeuky? — 3ak/nKaB y po3nyui.— Hi
rpowa, Hi xygibkun, Hi gpyra. Xiba cam Buctasnto Tob6i KocTep, 3arawly noro
C/1b03aMun, BJIRCHUMU pyKaMu MOKPUKO 3eMJ110, a J1iICOBUX 3BipiB CKINYY

TPU3HY NpasuTn Hag Tobolo...

Ta He 6yno 4acy Ha 6igkaHHA, @ McTucnas He ByB 3 TUX, WO TPaTATb Y
CKPYTi ronoBy. 3aMKHYB XaTy, OOArCA Yy HanKpaLwmm ooAar i nilwos 40 CYCiAiB,
3 AKX OesKi BesN 3 rpevYHUKaMmy TOPriBJito CMyLLIKAMM Ta BUNPABHUMMN
WwKipamun. Y Hboro 6yno 4nmano Wkip 3 3MMOBUX JI0BIB, i BiH pilLMBCSA
NPOMIHATKM iX 3@ NOTPiIOHI peyi Ta Nnpunacu. Mo MmaTepi 3anmwmnacsb byna we
HeBeJIMYKa CKPUHbOYKA 3 YiNbUSAMN, KOBTKaMU, 3annHkamn. Hi 6aTbko, Hi BiH
He Bigaann 6 6ynn ii Hikomy, a bepernm Ak gopory nam’aTkKy rno nomMepnin,
TUM Mave, WO CTapun Boecnas MaB nuvule L0 0OHY XiHKY. AX Ha
McTncnaBoBOMY BeCiNi AyMann BOHM po34aTun Ui NaM’ATKU CBITUIKaM.
Hesennka 6yna BapTicTb CpibHUX Ta MigHMX Npukpac i BypLITUHOBUX
Kopanukis, 60 X LiHHiWI B3ana 3 coboto MaTn y Moruny, ane Tenep Mycus
MctucnaB aobyTtu i ix, wobm onnaTnTn NaavdoK-xanibHnub, WO Mann
3aBOANTE Ha MOXOPOHI, i Yepen'siHi FOPLWKW Ha nonia 3 Tifla Ta CTpasy Npwu

MO UNI.

Ba)kko 3iTxatoun, iwwos McTucnas 4epes nic. BiH 3aBepHyB nepLl yCboro
[0 XaTwu CTaporo roH4apa Isopa, 3saHoro CMixyHoM, LLO CUAiB Kpawn cena,
Hefaneko Big xaTuHM Boecnasa. By3bKa slicoBa CTeXWHa Besla TyAu MoMix
CTape3HUMKN BUCOKMMIN Ta KopeHacTumMn gepesamun. Cokmpa gposopyba e
He AOTOPKHYJAcCH LMX NiCOBMX BeNeTHiB, 60 ctapuin CMiXyH He 403BOSB



HikoMy pybaTun nic [OBKOIa CBOro NOCiNASA, @ M CaM He 3HaTU YoMy MPUBO3MB
noTpibHi oMy OpoBa 34aNeKa, KaKy4n:"

— 4 poAmBCA y NiCi, TOMY X044y M yMUpaTW B JliCi, @ HE Ha AKOMYCb
JINCOMY KJ1IanTMKOBI, FOJIOMY, MOB MOS NJilLIMBa MakiBka. Moo MatoTb oan

6a4ynTn OaBi n"ncuHK. | ogHOI JOCUTB!

BukynaHuin y paHiwHin poci nic 6nnwias NnperapHo 3e/IeHHI0 YCixX
BIATIHKIB Ta TUca4amMm 6/INCKIB NepIoBUX KpanJvuH BOAMW, a NOBITPSA ax
XBWUOBAJIOCA Bif YyLOBUX MiCEHbOK BCINAKOI NTalWHi. 3BisibHa niginmMmanocs
Ha CxXO4i CoHUe Ta po3raHano 6ini TymaHu, Wo 3BMYanHO 34inManuncs

Be4YOpaMu Hapl xBunamum [HicTpa.

AXK OCb MNHYB MOJ104elb OCTaHHI AJepeBa N ONMUHUBCA 3HOBY Ha
ransBUWHI, Takin, 9K Ta, WO Ha Hi CTOSANa NOro BfacHa XaTuHa. Ta TyT He
Byn0 MONOAHSAKA, Hi KYLLIB, YCA ransaBMHa Masa BUrnan YOTUPUKYTHUKA,
ocepenoK sIKoro 3amMasnn rpsaakm 3 ropoAnHOK, @ N0 YOTUPBLOX porax
cTosnm 6yanHkK. Y NiBHIYHOMY pO3i, 3BEpHEHa Nepenom A0 NMoaynHs, cTosna
HM3bKa XaTa, 6ina, MOB CHIr 3 po3MasibOBAaHMMUN Y ACKPaBi KOJIbOPU BiKHaMWU
Ta Byrnamu. Y opyroMmy — noBiTKa Ha rocnofapcbki 3Hapagasa Ta npunacu
NOXXWBU, Y TPE€TbOMY — rOHYapCbKa Mi4 Ta CTiC KOJIEHUX APOB, a 'y
yeTBEepTOMY — [0Bra Ta WMPOKa LWona 3 roTOBUMN roplikaMu, MUCKamu,
A3baHaTKaMu Ta ypHaMmum onsa HeEBiIXKYMKIB — 3BUYaMHUMKU, NPOCTUMM, i
KpawmMmn, po3KilWHILLNMK, pO3MasibOBAaHUMIN Y Pi3HI KONbOpU 1 y30pu. TyT
Byna TakoX pobiTHA, FOHYapPCbKUN KPYXKOK, BCiNIAKI AepeB’saHi Ta KiCTaHi
Nannykun, NoXKeykun, rpebiHimkm Ta Yyepenku 3 papbamu, KUCTI, LUHYPKK Ta
iHWe npunagaa anas8 MastoBaHHA FOPLUKIB Ta BUTUCKAHHSA B3ipLiB Ha BOMKiwn

FANHI, FTNafXXeHHS CTiH Ta BUAINAOBaHHA Byx abo NOKPULLIOK.

YCi Ti 4oTnpwn yrnv ransasuHm egHana nobpe ybmnta Ta noTtoB4yeHa
yepen’'siMm BUMOLL,eHa CTeXKa, i Hi3awo B CBiTi cTapuin CMiXyH He cTynuns 6u
HOroK Ha rpagky, wob cobi ckopoTuTm gopory. ToMy Kasanu nawogun, wo
CMmixyH ioe 0o Knesa 4yepes Llapropofn, a Konu ige B xaTy, L0 Mo NiBin
CTOpPOHI, TO 3BEPTAE BMNpaso.



Konn McTucnas yBiNWOB y YaCTOKiN, AKMM oToYyBaB yce o0bincTta IBopa,
CTapun ctoaB 6ing ABepen CBOEI XaTUHM Ta, MiAHABLUN PYKX Yropy, MOJIMBCSA
[0 CBATOro Xopca Ha Hebi, bnarato4m noro Npo sacky Oasa BCiel 3emMni, Ang
niogen, 3Bipis Ta pocsnH, 3a 4oOpUN KiHeub YCixX MoYaTKiB Ta 3a MUPHY
KIHYMHY MUPHOIO XUTTSA. 3 NOLWAHOK CNUHUBCA MCTUCNaB Ta 3HAB 3 rOJI0BU
naeTeHy 3 JINKa KPYrijy, CYKHOM MOKPUTY Wanky, a HaragasLwu cobi
[0pPOrot NoKinHMKa, AVBUBCSA i3 3BOPYLUEHHSAM Ha AOBry cmBy bopony, Bnane

nvue Ta rnmboko ocagXKeHi oYi nig ryctmuMn Hasmucammm 6posamum.

Konn cTapeub 3akKiH4MB MOJINTBY, B35B i3 Npu3bbu nig XaToro rAnHAHY
MUCKY 3 3€pHOM Ta CBUCHYB TpuU4di. Ha Len 3HaK Uifiolo XMapot 31eTinuv 3
KpULWIi XaTuHW i 3 61n3bKKUX aepes pisHobapBHi ronybu Ta KNHYNUCS Ha gy,
AKY cunana iMm wenpa pyka Isopa. eski cinann ctapoMmy Ha niaedi Ta
pameHa, Tepaucs o6 HbOro, Havye KOTATa, iHWI, CMINUBILWI, CAAOBUINCA Ha

ronoBy, ane unmx 3raHae abo 34iMMaB CTapeub PYKO i MPUroBOpPIOBaB:

— OT0 AaypHi 3 Bac Hebysani! LLIkoaa, Wwo y Takoro WTYAEepHOro 4oJoBika
CJIY>KNUTE... Ta X Ha Cil rossui i BONOCOK BUPOCTU HE X04e, HE TO MNeHnUS;

xiba wo Tn ii noMmanoBaTK xo4yew, Ta, 6ay, 6bpaTiky, i Le Ha HiWo He 34a10Cs.

Ta noTim yBuais McTucnasa, i CTapeye nnue po3’ACHWUIA iHWOro poay
BecenicTb. BiH CKOpoto X04010 NiAiNWoB A0 HbOro, a KoM MoJiIodeLb
CXWUJIMBCA 00 MOro pykKu, nouislyBaB MOro B rosioBy.

— Xe, xe, 3 60rom, CMHy, npmxoaunwl, 3i cBATUM [JaxboroMm — coHuUeM...
Xe! Xe! BigsigaTun ctaporo, wo? o, No! 4 3Hato Tyt ycix, 60 yci npuxogute
[0 MeHe — MmycuTe npuntu. Xe! Xe! Yu icTn 3BapmTu, 4n B OPOTrY IXaTwn, 4u
Men CUTUTU, YN MepLsA CXoBaTK, yce Ao ctaporo. Xe! Xe! Npasaa?

— 91 60, 6aTbKy, 00 BacC...

— MoBuu, 4n a9 nuTato Tebe, 3a YMM NMPUNLLIOB, A BCE 3HAO, KON XTO i 3a

YMM O MEHe NPUXoaAnTb, Xe, xe! Bo KOXKHUN MYCUTb NPUNTU, aBXex!



— To BXe, baTeuky, gK slacka, 31adbTe MEHi NONiJIbHULIO, Ta CKaXXiTb,
O BaM 3a Hel NMWNTK, 3aKN gani nigy niogen rnagitm ans ceoro
CTApPEeHbKOro...

TyT 3a3By4anu y rosoci monoaus cnbos3u. CTapum rnsiHyB yBa>KHO B N0ro
rapHe cMarssaBe sinue Ta 3anJjakaHi oui.

— bay4 cnHy, T06i nnakaTn rogdi! 3a MeHe Min CUH He yMpe, aHi TK 3a
BoecnaBa; ue cyabba Hac, cTapux, HaM 4ac, Hac 6oram noTpeba, a aiten
Hawnx — naam. Y noninbHULI Kali He 3BapuLl, a Y YOBHi xsiiba He 3amicuLy,
xe, xe! o nuwunTn 3a ropHaTa? [0, ro, CUHY, 3a Ui ropHATa, WO A9 TBOro
6aTbKa HanaauB CTapui IBop, He 3annaTull MeHi HivmMm, 60 i cam KHA3b Man
He MaB b6y Kpawmnx, 9kbu noro bynm NOXOopoOHUAN AOMa CUHU, @ HE Baparu
mygapoi Onbru, xe, xe! Lle ropHaTka Heabuski, ane, 6ay4, 3a HUX 3anaaTuB
ye 6aTbKO AaBHile... — TyT rosoc ctapus 3M'sgK Ta 3aZpuKas, — CBOIM
nogsaHum cepuem, nobpoToto, NpaBaoto, CBOIM NMPaBegHUM XUTTAM, SKOro
3a. BCi CKapbu He Kynuw y Hikoro. 9k 6a4unw, BiH yTpaTuB ycCi ckapbu, Ta
uboro nobpa He BTpaTUB i OCb HMM X04 3a NOMINIbHULLKD Ta FOPHATKA
3annaTtue. |an, cnHy, gani. Moi BHyKu 3aBe3yTb T06i BCe NoTpibHe Ha

>XaNlbHUK HaaBeuip.

— Yum xe 4, 6aTbKy, Bigoa4yCcsa BaM 3a TaKN BEIKUN Oap i BiAKN MeHi

TiNbKWN Nacku y Bac! — AsSiKyBaB MOJI0AELb, LLiIYIO4N PYKY CTaporo.

Ta cTapun He 3Ba>KMB Ha. MOro CQoBa, Jine Tep 40J10 JNiBULELD,
NpPoOMOBAAYM NMpo cebe.

— Boecnas... Boecnas... ren, ren! Hesnossi, ToBapuily, nobavymmocs... A
ToA4i 3an’emo y Bupai 3 yciMma npeakaMu Ha cnaBy i 3acrniBaEM, xe, xXe, 9K TO 3
Iropom xoaunum y Llapropoa 0o ceatoro Mamm KynysaTu nMoBoJsioku Ta 36poto,

ren, ren! MuHynocs...

3BOpPYLLUEHHS Yepe3 XBUJIMHY OMaHyBasio CTapus, Ta BiH LWBNAKO

OTAMMBCS | NOrfaAnB Ky4yepsiBy rosioBy MOJIOALS.



— He gskyn, cnHy, — roBopuB, — MeHe BUHaropoaaTb 6oru, ceiThi,
nobpi 3eneHnM paem BXxe He3anosro, xe, xe! Ocb WO6 He cTUOABCA OAPYHKY,
TO 3HaW, WO MU KOJIMCb TopryeBanan i boponucs He pas yKyni 3 TBOIM 6aTbKOM
y cxXigHUX cTenax Ta Ha lMoayHaBi, i BiH He pa3 cTaB MeHi y npuroai. Xan
born nposBenyThb NOro y pan, a Tebe y kpan gobpa Ta wactHa. A Hanagb MeHi
BEJIMKU ropHeub Mepny, xe, xe! Jlnwe He Takoro rycToro, sik Mo€ Bosioccs!

| cTapun yKa3aB Ha CBill IMCUIW, MOB KOJIHO, Yepen, a MoJiogeub MUMO
CMYTKY MYCUB YCMiXHYTUCA KPi3b C/IbO3U. BiH We pa3 nokJIOHUBCS CTapLesi
[0 KOJiH i niwoB fgani Ha 6beper pikn, Kyan Bena cTexka y cesno.

Mo [opo3i 3ycTpiB ABOE BHYyYaT CTAapoOro, Wo HEeC/IN Y YACTEHbKOMY
rOPWMKOBI AigyceBi MOJIOKO Ta xNib Ha cHigaHoK. CMixyH He ntobus, 6ay, Ha
CTapOCTI NiT raMmopy Ta HEeYUCTI, L0 HEMUHYYI Y BEJIMKOMY FrOCrnoaapcCTB.i, i

TOMY Bi44iNIMB CUHIB B)XXe LABHO, LAaBLUM KOXXHOMY YMMasie MalHo.

BoHU cTann 3aMOXXHUMU NI0AbMIN, @ CTAapUN NJeKas CBOK rOpoanHy Ta
60)Konm i ninuB ropwkun, 36mpatoym 3a ue BCingke nobpo, ske 3pasy X no
PIBHIN Mavui Kinne MK AiTbMU. BOHN HOCUAM noMy XY, pybanu i Bo3unum
ApoBa, Konasau rianHy, Ta HiXTo HaBiTb He NpobyBaB HAaKJIOHNTU CTapoOro

nepenTn XUTN B IX XaTy.

Ti xaTn cToanu gewo gani, i Mctucnas, nepexoasyun, 3BiCTUB
MeLIKaHUAM Mpo cMepTb CBOro 6baTbka. Te caMe BYMHUB BiH Y iHWKWX XaTax, |
BCOAW BiTas M NOro CJIOBaMU Xasito Ta NMoTixn. BKiHUi Ha gpyromy Kpai cena
oMuHYB ABopuLe 6ospuHa Porgas, wo 6yno Kkonmce nocinnam Boecnasa, Ta
3BEepHYB YHU3 00 [HicTpa, oe xuB baratmm kmeT dpocnas. Jlioan 3Banu
noro, 3Bn4anHo, bobpom, 60 BiH TOpryBaB LIKipaMu Ta X0AMB CaM He pa3
yBepx pikot y [HicTposi 6arHa, ae 6yno Yynmano 606pis. Monogmn
rocrnogap-sioBeLb 3HAMEHUTO YMIB IX JIOBUTU, @ CMYLLKMX NpoAaBaB KynusMm-
rpedyHukam. Kpim Lboro, CKyrnoByBaB 4acTO NOMiIX CycCifamun LWKipku 3 6inok
Ta KYH i BesIMKi oneHsadi wkypw, 60 i 3a uen ToBap naatuam Ha MoayHasi

4YMMaso rPUBEH FPeKM.



XaTa flpocnasa CcTos/1a Ha NiBoCcTpiBUi, Wo BMbiras gasneko 3a nisaeHb. 3
TPbOX CTOPiH 06/1MBana MoOro pika, a 3 4eTBepTOoi YKpinueB bobep cBoe
06incTa BasioM, pOBOM Ta YaCTOKOJIOM. K MaeTHUN 40N0BIK i Kyneub, 6osscs
BiH HamagiB BapsA3bKNX OPYXUHHUKIB, AKi XO4UIM 3 KHA3EeM Ha nosoans Ta
4aCTO Ha BJIACHY pyKy Nobunn nepetpacaTm KoMmopy baraToro kmeTs. BaoeHb
H6pama cTos/1@ OTBOPOM, NCU NPUB’'A3YBaAHO Ha MOTY3KW, i e BapTiBHUK

cuais nig Bopotamu, 36utmumm 3 rpybesHnx oyboBux Koaoa.

Focnopap npuBiTaB McTucnaea y CBITAMLUI, SKa CKnpasacs wemgle Ha
CKJad UMHKOBOI, MiAsiHOI, @ HaBiTb CPiOHOI MoCyau, HiXXK Ha MewkKaHas. B
OOHOMY KYTi CTOSIIN, KPIM LLbOr0, CKPUHI 3 MOBOJIOKAMU Ta NOJIOTHOM, Y
ApyroMy — fioBeubke 3Haaib’a. dpocnas 6yB we Monoaunin, Moxe,
TPUALATUNITHIN YONI0BIK 3 XyAOPJIABUM SIMLEM | HOPHUM BOJIOCCAM Ta
Bycamu. bopoay ronms rnafiko, a Tak camo niArojitoBas YyrnpuHy. 3 BepLlKa
rOI0BU 3BMCaB XMYyT BYyMHOro BOSIOCCHA Ha npaBe BYXO. BiH skpa3 3wmnBaB
Binkn Ta KyHun y "copokun", cebTo B'A3KM MO COPOK WTYK. Konm McTtucnas
pO3Ka3aB oMy Npo cMepTb BaTbkKa, BiaknaB Habik poboTy i BCTas.,
3BOPYLUEHUN BICTKOIO.

— Momep! XT0 6 TO NoAyMaB, WO Takmn 6aray, Ta Tak CKiHYNTb, —

6igHUM TK, xnon4ye, HebaraTo, Bigan, cnagWwuHN nuwnnocsa ansa tebe.

— Ta HebaraTo, Aa4bKy, OCb TOMY i NPUALLIOB A A0 Bac, wWob gornomornau
MeHi y 6igi. Ocb TyT e we ocTaHKK ybopiB NOKiNHOT MaTepi, a y XaTi Ha ABi-
TPU rPUBHN KYH Ta BiNOK, 3 fecATb TeNnsa4ynx WKyp Ta O4Ha BegMeXXa.
MpomiHANTe MeHi ue 3a xNnib, Men Ta M'siCO Ha NOMUHKK, 60 CaMi 3Ha€ETe, WO
y MeHe B XaTi Hi4oro Hema, a 6baTbka noxosaTn Tpeba. A TopryBaTuch "€
byay, 6epiTb yce, WO €, [anTe ycboro, 4yoro Tpeba, xiba, wob moro pobpa He
BUCTa4uno. Ane gymatlo...

Ta TyT oro nepebus bobep.

— UnTb, xnon4ye! — KpUKHYB, BUAHO 0bypeHuin. — Axkunin nuxun Bic

nigoas Tob6i, wo 4 Ha TBoIN 6iai bapuwis WykaTuMy? A Kyneub — Npasaa,



afie g Hi rpek, Hi Bapsar, 1uwe pycuH-TuBepeub, K i Tn abo TBin 3 6oramm

yCcHyBLWMIK BaTbKo. A He Porpan...

— MpocTiTb, 4aabKy! — onpaBayBaBcsa Monogelb. — A He 6axkaB Bac
obnanTn, nMuwe Npocme BacC NPoO AOMNOMOry, Mpo Burogy. Bam moi Wwkipw
npuaanyTbcs, 60 rapHi, wini n rycTi, Mo)Ke KpalLli, H>X Ui,— Ao4aB, BKa3y4un
Ha PO3KMOaHi CMYLWKN. — ALI>XKe TOpr — pid YyecHa Ta 6oram He NpoTMBHA, a
O A He BMito e TopryBaTun, TOMy iMwato LiHyBaHHA BaM. [le X TyT obnga?
Y MeHe HeMa TaKu crnpasAi Hi4oro.

fApocnaB 3aCNOKOIBCA, KOJIM MOYYB Lie.

— AK-TO? — nocnuTas, 3MopLWMBLIM BpoBu. — He Ma€eTe Hi xynobwu, Hi

nacikun, Hi meny?

— HivoriciHbko!

— A w06 MopaHa nobuna NPoKAATOro CKynuHaw! — rykHyB Apocnas. —

To Porpanm He nULWIKMB BaM Hi4yoro?

— Hivoro! Ane 6aTbKO i 1 CTAaEMO 3aKyrnaMu a)< Bifl OCEHi, AKLLO0 He
BiA4aMO [0 LbOro 4acy TPpUAUATU rpMBeH. 3a L0 NMPOBOJIOKY OAHOI0 POKYy Ta
3a BiACOTKM Big No3ukuy 3abpas Porgan Hawe Nocinas 3 yciMm, Wo y HbOMy
6yno. Bin 6yB npaBuin; HaBiTb KHA3b He Mir 6 Ham ByB nmomorTu, xiba
3anaaTUTW OOBr i BiACOTKW. TOMY MU OCisin B ONYCTIiNiA XaTUHI, @ 3 YCbOro

ManHa B34/ Jinlle ocCb Lie.

| McTrCnaB NMoka3aB Ha CKPUHbOYKY.

— A YoMy X 6aTbKO He nepekasaB L0 MeHe? — rapaymecsa Adpocnas— 4
6yB 61 NOpy4MBCA 3a HLOTO.

McTuncnaB yCMiXHYBCS.



— BubauTe, oanbky! XT0 BCe XNTTSA rapasaysas, TOM pajlue 3 ronony

nornbHe, YMM nige NPoOCUTH.

— Hy, Tak, ane Tu Mmir...

— 51 MoeMy BaTbKOBI Y Bidi He rnaHyB 6u, konm 6 cam, 6e3 gonomorwy,
Noro nporoayesaTu He BMiB. Tenep OCb iHLWe Aino... [IoXxopoH — noaen
Tpeba...

HacTana MoB4YaHKa. ApocnaB XoOMB HaXMypPEeHUI Mo CBITAULI, BKiHL
CTaB nepen McTtucnasom.

— MeHi ay>xe Nnpukpo 1 ripko, wo TBin 6aTbko 3abyB Npo MeHe. 3HaELL,
MOXKe, 0eCAaTb NiT TOMy BMep Mih 6aTbKO, @ XxaTa No NOXOPOHI 3ropina. 4
6a>xaB 6ys10 NOKMHYTW CENO Ta NTU y CBIT, afie cTapun BoecnaB AONOMIr MeHi
rpowem i pagoto, i To He 3a BiACOTKU, a 3a fobpe cnoBo. OT 9K KHA3b
nocmnna€e 60ApunHOBI: Biggacn — rapasfg, a He Biggacn — 6oru 3 Toboto!
powoBu 0OBr A BigAas, asie AOBry BASAKN — Hi. TOMy iaun, xJaon4ye, B xaTy, A
TOo6i Npmnnacy nowsto, CKinbkn Tpeba, a 3a WKipKM NopaxyeEMoOCs No
MOXOPOHI.

FMnboko cxBuAbOBaHWI NoBarot Ta NtboB’lo, AKy BCi Big4yBaam 00 MOro
nokinHoro 6aTbka, Nwos McTUCaB 4oO0MY.

[1l. MOXOPOH

MNepen xaTUHOO 3acTaB YuMane 36irosumule, Kizlibka NOPOXKHIX BO3iB
CTOSJ1I0 Ha O0piXKLUi, WO Besla y ceno, a A40BKOJIa XaTu Nopasincs 4YoJ10BiKM,
XIHKW Ta fiB4aTa. baTbKo, Hapao )XeHuin, 3 MevyeM y pyui, B LLOJIOMI Ha
FONI0BI Ta 3 WMTOM Ha rpyasx, nexas Ha CaHAX, MOKPUTUX KNJTIUMOM,
npunbpaHux KBiTamn. [lokona 6yno po3CcTaBsgeHO CTOMN, @ Ha HUX M'SCO,
MOJI0KO, cup, xNib, A36aHknM nNmBa i Meny. McTncnae ak OCTOBMIB.

3 NsavyeM NPoCTAr pykKn 40 Noaen.



— BbaTbkn moi pigHi, 6paTTa Nobi, Wo BM 3aTiBaETe, aki 6orn npmnsenun
BaC CIOAN AUBUTUCH Ha Hally HYy>XAy Tabope? Yum xe 2 BaC npuinmy, naHoBe
rpomano? bateyky min ybornn! Hema y tebe XnTHuUUb, Hi 3acCikiB, Hi
NMMBHULUbL — Xiba ycmix nackasun 6ora La>kbora Bo3aacTb BaM YCiM
cTopuueto, a ...

| nepwunn pa3 no cmepTi baTbka 3ansakaB McTucnas ripko. Ta ocb
KUHYJINCS 00 HbOIO CTapLi YON0BiKM po3BakaTu. Ha4anbHMK rpomMaau,

KMeTb BoB4yyp, B39B McTucnaBa 3a nJse4ye Ta CKa3aB:

— Konu 6aTbKo ymMpe, BCi AiTn ioyTb NOro xosaTu, WwWob Hag noro
MoOrusow rnobakatm cobi AOBroro XMTTH Ta NPOCUTN HebBiXXKYnKa nepekasaTun
ix 6a>kaHHA 6orosi CBaporosi. MoKinHMK B6yB 6aTbKOM yCiM, KOXKHUI 3a3HaB
KONIUCb noro gobpopainctea Ha cobi Ta AiTAX CBOIX. TOMY i KOXXHUI iae HUHI
npowaTn noro. bo ue 6ys nobpuin 6oapuH, a opyrun Takmm He byae.

— Ox, He byge! — Mo4ynocsa MK HapoaoM.

— Llen HoBMI nuwe 3aKyniB NAogUTb! — roBOpuan O4HI.

— 3 KOXXHOI0 JInXa KOpUCTae! — CKap>XMANUCs iHLLi.

— born 6 noro nobunnun!

Konu McTucnas Buniakascs, 3acCifiv yCi 4OBKOJIA CTapus, a XiHKK-
»XanibHuui novanu ronociHHA. He 6yno CBOSKIB, Hi AOYOK, XXIHOK, Hi pabuHb,
TOMY 4YyXXi XKIHKW nJjakanau 3a MepLeM, BrJiTaro4m B rosIoCiHHA noxsasny
BoecnaBy, sk nobpsa4voro 6aTbKa, BIpHOro 40s10BiKa, NarigHoOro Ta JloAsSHOro
[0 piTen i cnyr. BiaTak 3aBenu yci XanibHy NiCHIO XOpoM, a MyXi CTanu
pi3aTu NciB i KOryTiB Ta KMAaTN Ha caHn! Yumpas binbie nogen npnbysano
[0 MafneHbKol xaTn McTucnaBa Ta Cifano Ao cTonis, wob BiaTak y3aTu
y4acCTb Y NOXOPOHIi. BKiHUi Haa'ixann gBa BO3K 3 140K Ta HAaNUTKOM Bif
Bobpa, i 3 cNiBOM Ta roNIOCIHHAM PYLUUB MOXiA JIICOBOK CTEXWUHOIO Ha
XKabHUK.



Beudip y>xe byB, KO CaHW BUMXAaHO Ha KocTep. Toai npmueis McTtucnas
OCTaHHE cBOE A06po, rapHOro MOJI0A0ro KoHs, Ta ybuB noro y Horax 6aTbKa.
TyT pa3oM 3 iHWMMW TBapUHaAMMN MaB 3ropiTh i KiHb, 60 HeBiIXKYMK Mir noro
notpebyBaTn y CBOiM MaHApiBUi A0 Bupato. XoTiB 6ysi0 Monoaeub NoCBATUTU
nyxoBi 6aTbKa N OCTaHHbOIO CBOro ToBapuwa Kpyka, ogHaK He Mir noro
HanTwu. Nec MOB Yy BOOY KaHYB.

BigoBepHyBLWN Nnue, NignaanB CUH KOCTEP Ha YOTUPbLOX POrax, a 3a HUM
CTann KugaTu i Apyri rocrnogapi po3nasieHi ronoBHi MK gposa. LLsnagko
3amnaJsIMBCS OrOHb 3 CYXOI JIY4UHUN, HaYe roproYnn CTir CiHa. XKiHKK
3aroJsioCuan 3HOBY, a YOJIOBIKW MeTasin Y OrOHb CTPISIN, NEPCTEHI,
HapaMeHHUKN, KOBTKW, 3aNUHKKN, HOXXi, CMTUCK TOLLO, SK JapyHKU
noMepsioMy. BKiHLi NpUropininin KocTep cTas ocigaTn Ta nonenitn no
H6eperax. Y4acHUKN NOXOPOHY 36upanncsa OOBKPYrM pO3KadeHNX BOrHiB, Ae
PO3CTaBJIEHO TPU3HY — MOXOPOHHUI NP ons rpomaaun. NMup uen posnoyas
McTucnas, niginMal4m B CTOPOHY KOCTpa Kybok mepny. Toai BCi 3aTuxn, a
MosiogeLlb 3BOPYLIEHUM roJIOCOM CKa3aB:

— Oue nigHowy aywi 6aTbka Boecnasa, Hexan BiYHO BeHKeTye Ta pagi€
y Bupai, ne BiYHa BecHa Ta 3eneHb, e xata CBapora Ta AyXu BCiX OiAiB i
6aTbKiB Hawunx! — | BUINB YapKy B OroHb. [OTiM HanMB OpPyry YapKy i 3HOBY

nigHic ii B ik KocTpa.

— Oue n’'to go aywi 6aTbka Moro Boecnaga. an nomy, 6oxe Laxboxe,
BiYHe 611aroc/IOBEHCTBO Ta LaploBaHHA y Hebi, a HaM 340pOB’A Ta WACTS Ha
MHOTi, MHOri nita!

— Dawn 6oxe! Nan 6oxxe! — 3aryna rpomaga, i BCi BUNuUAM Mef 3 4apok.

BTpeTe, nicnga 3su4ato, noaskysas McTtucnas rpoMagi, Wwo 3sosusa
BLUAHyBaTW NOro pia, Ta 40AaB, We A0 0CBAYEHUX 3BMYAEM ChiB Big cebe
BUpa3 rambokoi BASKM AN rocten. Bei bynm 3sopyLleHi noro csoBamum i BCi
>Kaninm noro wmpo, 60 3Hann, wo 6aTbKo HE NNWNB NOMY HIIKOrO ManHa,

TiNIbKW OB i TO Yy TaKOro HEMMJI0CepAHOro 4ososika, sk 6oapuH Porpan.



Ta 0Cb, KOJIN BXX€ HAaCUTUJINCA FOCTi, 03BaJINCA HArno 3ByKU CTPYH. YCi
3aMOBKJ/IN | 3BepHYNUCA Tyaun. Y rpomMagy iloB CTapui gig-nipHuK. Yci
PO3CTYNUANCA, a BiH Mi4INWOB 00 XEBPIOYOro KOCTpa, CiB Ha NEeHbOK Ta CTaB
CTPOITK Nipy. oMy nonanu Kyxosb Mefy, BiH BUNWB MOro, a NoTiM CTaB
cnieaTu, a pajlle pedyuTaTyBaTU MOBICTb MPO MOABUTA MOMEPJIOro, Wo 3
KHA3eM Iropem Xo4mB Ha ne4veHiris i rpekis. 3pa3y cniBas BiH e B’ 1M
roJI0COM, Ta NOTIM MiLHiWann 3ByKM NicHi Yynmpas binbwe, 34aBanocs, Wo
crniBak i cam Monogi€, 3raaytoym mosioai nita. Konum cKiH4mMB, Noksas Nipy Ha
3eMJ110, BCTaB | NPOCTAr PyKW Hapg rnornesioM KocTpa.

— OTak, BoecnaBe, npowa€e aaBHin BiK, BiK TBOEI i MOEI MOJI0O0CTI, CBOIX
CWUHIB FQPHUM CMOMUHOM MWHYJIOrO Ta AA€ HALUUM AITAM HayKy, K IM XXUTU B
CBiTi, Ak nobyBaTun cnasu, Ta baraTcTtBa cobi Ha KOpUCTb, Boram Ta KHA3eBI
Ha cnaByl

McTucnaB 6axaB obgapyBaTuh NipHUKa, ane i uen BiAMOBUBCS, AK iHLLU.

— CMixyH, BoecnaB i 1 — ue byna Konmcbh Tpinus, — ckasas. — baraTto
3a3Ha/nM Ta nepeTepniav Mn pa3om. BoecnaB 6yB MixXK "aMu HaNOyX4YuUn i
HaWMEeTKIWnN, TOMY i CTaB Npu KHA3eBi BOAPUHOM, a M BEPHYINCS Ha
3emJ110. CMiXyH NiNUTb rOpLUKK, S CNiBato Ta BOPOXXY, BCi AiTW HaLli BXXe Ha
CBOIX CMITTAX, NMnwe BoecnaBoBi He [0BEJIOCA LbOro AiXKAATH, YU He CMiX?
He xxanb? len, ren!.. 3ate 6ayy, WO CMH Y HbOrO BAABCSA Ha CnaBy, i 9 bavy
Ha 40Ji NOro CBiTNe N'aTHO cunu, cnasun i baraTcTBa. Hexan xe Benec

nocobnse To06i, CUHY, Y BCbOMY, LLIO HAMIPSAELWCA OOCATTHA!

TyT cTapun nouinyesas ronoBy McTmncnasa i BigivwoBs. XiHKM 3aronocmnnu
BTPETE, a YOJI0BIKM i X10MUi CTanm 3acmnaTi nonis 3eMsieto Ta raCuTu OroHb
NMBOM i BOOOI 3 CBATOrO A)kepena, wo 6uno 3-nig ayba-senetHsa Ha

KaJIbHUKY.

Byno Bxe nobpe no oniBHOYi, Ko McTucnas 3ibpaB KicTku 6aTbKa y
nperapHy NMosnB’AHY Ta y30p4aTy nonisibHuuto, obcTaBmB 1i 4OBKOA

3/1a0)KEHUMU BXKE KaM'AHUMU NANTaMU, a NMoTiM yCI nodyasam cnnaTtm Morumny.



Konn micsaub 3iMWwoB Ta po3cmnas CBOI CPIBANCTI MPOMEHI Mo XBUAAX
AHicTpa, 3annwmeca Mctucnas ognH Ha Mmorui 6aTeka. Jlloanm posinwnincs,
a BiH NMOMpoLaBcs BOCTAHHE 3 LM 3€MHUM HAaCUMNOM, WO NOKPMB NOro
MUHyne, i, CTOMJIEHUI LinogeHHow 6iraHMHO Ta npaueto, NnowkaHanbas
[onoMy.

Honoomy? Yum X y Hboro byna xata? Lis y 3emMst0 BKoONaHa Hopa 3 roimMu
cTiHaMmn. Ocb fooTernep rNMoBepTaBCs BiH Y L0 HOPY 3 AYMKOIO, O TaM XJAe Ha
HbOro 6aTbKO, KU NpuBiTaE noro fobpum cnosom, No61arocoBMUTHL 3a
npauto, a, NONOIBLWM BKYMi 3 HAM MPW OrHi BUCJTyXa€E NOro onosifaHHs rnpo
LiflogeHHi Tpyamn Ta noBeubki npuroan abo cam ctaHe po3kasyBaTu Npo
naBHi Yacwu baraTcTea i chaBun. HYacom obuaBa CHyBanu OOBri-A0Bri HUTKK
Mpin Ta 6a)KaHb, IK-TO BOHWN 3HOBY PO3>XKMBYTbCH, KON BaTbKO BUAYXKAE, a
cuH po3nobyae NoTpibHI rpowi 3 BONOBHUYNM KHA3eM CBATOCNABOM... Ta ae
Tenep Ui Yacu? 3 NyCTUX KYTiB MOBIBA€ HA HbOIr0 X010, KiCTNABOI CMepTi,
NyCcTKa, Hy)XJa, caMmOoTa NOKPUITb MPAKOIK NOro O4i Ta 40J10, HAa/UIIOTb Y
Aywy nedvani. Hi po3MmoBuK, Hi po3pagn He Hanpge BiH y Hikoro, xiba... y Hel, y
KanuHu... Ta 6a, BOHa AanblUoO0 NOMY BuAaBanacs, HixX Kon-Hebyab. 3 4um
MPUCTYNUTb BiH Tenep A0 Hel, KOJIN Y HbOro anwe CTiIbKN ManHa, Wo Ha
HboMYy? Kyau nosege ii? Y BOrky Hopy Ha bepesi? Yum Haroaye ii? MNMpowweHnm
xnibom?

CYMHUN-CYMHWUI Ta MOXMYpPUI, Ha4Ye TeMHa Hid, LoXo4AuB MoJiofelb [0

CBOEI XaTu.

A Mi>X TM Ha cxogi cTaB 6or Xope 3 [JHICTPOBUX XBWUJIb NiginMaTn
pyM’'saHe, mosiogeye nvue. YepBoHi 6anckn 3pyMm’aHunmn 6iny Mpsaky Hang
BOZOO, MO30JI0TUJIN POCY Ha 3eNeHuxX nncTkax aybis, bykis, ABOpiB, BifbX,
6epi3. Ha ranasuHax novanm Kynbbabu Big4MHATN CBOI XKOBTI KBITOYKM, Ha
BOMKMX MiCLAX XOBTINIM KO3esbLi Ta ACHINN He3abyabkun, Ha cyxmnx — 6abkn,
MPOTAYHUKN, NOLOPOXKHUKKM Ta AiBUHW. MMaxoLwi HAaNnOBHAIN CBiXKe NoBIiTp4A

BECHAHOIO PaHKYy.

A>XK OCb NepLUi 30/10TUCTI Ta TenJi NPOMeHi YepBOHABOIr0 COHLSA yrnanau Ha

rywaBuHy Oepes i, MOB Ha AaHWUIN 3HAK, 3arpas JliC TUCAYHUMN 3BYKaAMU



pagoLliB. Ycska NTUYKa — i BesIMKa | ManeHbka — pagina, Wwo M1UHyJsla TeMHa
HiY 3 CBOIMUW CTPaxiTTAMU Ta Hebe3snekamu, WO COBU, Nyradi, KyHun Ta TXopu
no3awmBaanNCA y>xe B CBOI TbMSIHI HOpPW, @ CBIT NOJINLWIWAN AITAM COHUSA —
cniBy4nm NTnydkam. CUHUYKW, WU INKKW, OPO34UN, XXaWBOPOHKW, BOJIOCIHKMN,
BONIOBUKM Ta 6e3ni4 yCAKOI NTalWHi BUKPUKYBaN Ha BCi N1aaun, Hadve
HaB3aBOAM, XTO rOJIOCHILWLE rykHe Ha cnaBy. [laxxborosi. [lecb faneko
03BaJlaCsa KyKaBKa, MOB LLLACTSA, WO rpaeTbCa y MiXKMYpPKKU 3 N104bMU,
NNTaK4YnCh: e 9?7 oe 2?7 A BCbOMy TOMY HaZlaBaB Jlafl | TaKT YOPHUW aaTen,
WO pa3 y pa3 HaCTyKyBaB Y YepBUBOMY ranyssi: CTyK; CTYK, CTYK, CTyK! —
Have cKa3aTu XoTiB: "Pafinte XuUTTAM, CniBanTe, XUBiTb, TPYAITbCA, pas-

ABa, pa3-ABa, 60 XUTTHA He XxAe, 1w NJaneBe, MOB BOAA... | CMepTb TexX Hi!"

AX 3papis McTucnas cepep yci€el Tiel BeMYHOT NpUpoamn CBOEI PiAHOI
3eMJli; aXK MPOSACHINO Noro nuye, Koam, cngaym nepes YopHUM BXO4O0OM Y
CBOIO XaTy, MISHYB Ha PivKy, WO Cainnia B)XXe o4i 611Mckom Biabntmx

MPOMEHIB COHLS.

— A KON X TO TU, HeBOXKe, 3BOINLL MPUATK A0 NaHa TBOrO 3 MOKJIOHOM?
— noyvyBcs panTom 6ing McTucnasa TPACKUIA, CTapevynin ronoc 3 SKUMCb

FipKUM, rapuKJINBUM BiOTIHKOM.

MoB owinapeHnn 3ipBaBCa MOJI0AELb 3 KAMEHS, HAa SKOMY CUAIB.

Mepen HUM cTOAB Porpawn.

— lapa3a 3 npuxonoMm, 6ospuHe! — cka3aB, a NOro 0XKMBJIEHE KPaCoto
npMpoan nnue CrnoBax>kHiI0, Ha4Ye CKaM’'saHINo B 0OHIN XBUNKHI. O, K
HU3bKNUM Ta MaJIMuM BUAABCA NOMY LIE€W YOJI0BIK MPOTN BENETEHCHLKNX CU,
BMJIMBY SIKUX Ai3HaB 0Cb Ha cobi: cmepTi, N0OOBI Ta Kpacu npupoan. Tomy
rnagiB Ha BUCOKY, MOB TUKa, BUCOXJ1Y NOCTaTb CTApoOro Ckynaps, Ha4vye Ha

10Ky ragloky, skin suaoMunm 3ybu.

— To TBiN cTapun ymep? — nutas Porpawn.



— YMep; yKe i noxoBaHun! — BignoBsiB MmonoaeLlb.

— YMep, ymep, noxoBaHuin! A MOIX TpMAUSATbL FPUBEH XTO BigAacTb, ra?

Kpyrni, BubanyweHi, kpos'to Habirni ovi BuTpiwmnmca Ha Mctucnasa, |
3[aBaJsioCH, WO 0Cb-0Cb Porpgan npokosie Noro CBOIM 3aKpUBJIEHUM,

ACTPYOMHUM HOCOM. — ['@? — NOBTOPUB MO XBUJIMHI.

— TBOI rpnBHN He nNponanun, bospuHe, — BiANoOBIB McTUcnas, — NoOXXAu,
Bigoam! borm 6aunnum, Ak Tn pgasaB ix 6aTbKOBI Yy NO3MKy, 6orn Ga4nNTMyThb,

AK A 1X TOb6i 3BepHy!

— Xa, xa! — 3aperoTaB 4ia. — 3BepHy, 3ansady, a 3 4oro, xebpaky? [le
TBOSA CMaalwwvHa, oe xynoba, asip, pabwu, wkipwn, cpibno, Bick, mea? Yum

3arJiatuwd?

— He TBOE€ pino, 6ospnHe, — byna cTpumaHa, ane piwy4a BignNoBiAb. —
Cka3zaB: 3ansady, To Tak byge, xiba wo 3ruHy! Toai, nesBHo, WO nponasnlo,
ane toai 6orm BigpganyTb TO6I rpiw, 3aULWLIEHNI MOMEPSIUM...

Porpam BiACTynmMB Ha OBa KPOKW Ha3aj Ta axk MOCUHIB i3 gocagn.

— Lo, ra? — 3aBepewaB. — 3ruHew? O, Hi! He 3ruHew! Hema y Tebe
pabiB, Tak Tn cam bynew pabom... He 3ruHewl, a 3goxHeww npu poboTi, wob
X0Y BifCOTKWN Bif rPMBEH BEPHY/INCA No4aMn 3eMIi; 0XKeHto Tebe, a TBOI
OiTW Ta XiHKa BiapobnaTb TBOE XebpauyTBo y MOin Cnyxbi.

Y o4ax McTucnaBa 3arpaB OrHuK 3100u.

— To Tun, 6osapuHe, xoTiB 61 BNacHy A0YKY NOCAAMTN A0 TKaHHA abo
nocnaTun 3 Canoto y noJsie 3a TBOiI B/aoHi rpmBHK? Xiba 3abyB npo ymoBy 3
baTbkoM BoecnasoM? Tn x 0b6iuas KannHy noro CMHOBI.



B Tin XxBUNHI 30aBanocs, WO KPOB 3ay1€ cTaporo. BiH 3irHyBcH,
CKOPYMBCH, 3aMiHMBCA i BUTAr 0bnaBi pyKn 3 3aKpBaB/IEHUM, MOB KirTi,
3iB'AMMM, KOCTUCTUMW NanbuAMN 0O Monoaus, Hade 6axkaB BUOepTu nomy

OMi.

— Xebpaky! — 3axap4aB, MOB Yy aroHii,— 3s04it0... Tn, 3akyn, pab,
nigHoCcnwWw%o4i 0o KanuHu, sska ogep>X1UTb MO MeHi ManHo, Ha AKNX ABI
Tncadi rpmseen! O, He gixxagew T yboro! Ta v BOHa He Byna 3MOBNEeHa 3
Tobolo, a 3 TBOIM BpaToM, 3 5KOro, cnaBa Benecosi, B>xxe cobaku no creny
Nopo3TArann KicTouku... 1y pabu tebe, cobauni nigHixkkKy, npogam, 1....

Ta uboro 6yno Bxxe 3abarato po3gpaToBaHoMy McTucnaBy. BiH cTynus
ABa KPOKM BNepen 3 CTUCHEHUMMN N'aCTyKaMu, Havye 6baxaB Porgas nobutw.
Town BiACKO4YMB, 3aMOBK i No6NiANMn 3 rHiBy Ta Aocaaun rnaaiB HECNoKiNHO Ha
McTucnasa. Ta y Mosiogusa onasan pykKu, Koam NOrasHyB Ha MapHy, 3irHeHy Ta
CKOpYeHy NocTaTb bapullHMKa.

— BinbHO TO6I, 60ApNHE, — CKa3zaB CNOKINHO, — NIMXO CIOBUTU MEHE,
BifIbHO TOOI KpM4aTKn, KNAATUCA, NJKOraBUTN MOE ManbyTHE, Ta HEBINbHO TOOI
NanJIl>XUTU namMm’aTi noMmepaunx, 3aTam e cobi, a i Big MeHe a)X [0 OCeHi —
Bapa T06i! Ocb Baynw, T TyT caM 3i MHO. YHU3y [HICTp, B ceni nogun
CNAATb MO NOXOPOHI i TpyAai... OanH Max... i 4 cnnadvy gosrun 6aTbKa, BisbMy

KanunHy, Konm BoHa Cxo4e, a Hag To6oto TPpU3HY CrpaBNsATb Paku Ta COMW.

MoB n’'siHMK, BIOKWHYBCA CTapeLlb Ha3ag Ta LWMPOKO BIiAKPUTUMUN O4MMa
AVBUBCSA Y 30J10Ti NepennBm XBusb pikn, NoTiMm obepHyBca Ta nobayms 6ing
cebe bnipe, rpizHe Ta piwyye nvMue Mmonoaus, i NOro 0XoNMB PanToOM »Xax.
MoB OBaAuUATUAITHIN xnoneub, 06epHyYBCS BiH Ha N'aTi Ta nobir y ceno, —
Tikatoumn Big ybusui.

A monogfeub yBiNWOB Yy XaTy, HabpaB Aewo xapyis y TopbuHy, B34B
paTuwe, WNT Ta rpaHaTaMn NpUKpaLleHnn Mmey i Bunwos, 36upato4ncs

NOKWUHYTW Ha3aB)X AW CBOI XaTy. Ta 0Cb LLOCb BEJINKE, YOPHE NMPUnoB3/10 A0



HbOr0 3 CKaBYJIIHHAM Ta CTaJ10 IM3aTn LWKIpAHI Ypesil. MCcTucnas ax<

CKPUKHYB 3 pafocCTi i Bopyre rnokasasincs c/ibo3v B NOro o4ax.

— Kpyky! Opyxe! bpaTte! — KpukHyB, — Min gobpun BipHuin, cobako! To
Tn 6epir cBo€ XNTTH ana meHe! Na! T ninwwn Big meHe, 60 a 6axas

noceBATUTK Tebe onga baTbka! Xoawm X, ToBapuwy, cBiT gobysaTu.

IV. Y CBIT 3A OHI

Y cynposogai BipHOro Kpyka nokuHyB McTucnas xaTy i cnpssMyBaB CBOI
KPOKWM NPSAMO Ha MiBHiY. Tyam Bena cTexka y ctapuin ropopn Tepebosnio,
3BiAKW 3a4yMyBaB MO04eLb 3BEepHYTUCA Ha cxig OBpydya, a Biacu oo Kuesa.

Ta oCb 3a KiJlbKa XBWJINH BOHN 3HAWLWIN CTEXKY, L0 Besa BNiBO,
piBHODOI>KHO f0 Bepera i, K Ha faHW 3HaK, cTanm obuasa, a Kpyk, Maxaro4u
XBOCTOM, ONBUBCHA CBOEMY MAHOBI NWJIbHO B O4i, Ha4Ye XOTiB CNUTaTW:
“MigpeMo we TYyam, 4m Hi?" Ta, BUOHO, BUYMTAB Y O04aX BiAMoBigb, SKOI LWe He
BUCNIOBUN YyCTa MOJI0ALSA, @ B HACTYMHY XBUINHY Bir y>xe CTe)XKOot BNiBO,
NobpixXyo4n Npu KOXKHIN Harogi, 41 To 3a 3auLeM, 41 3a BOPOHOI. BiH 3HaB
nobpe ur cTexky, 60 cam 3 CBOIM NaHoM 1i BuTonTas. BoHa Besia no3a
XaTamu cesna NpaMo nNig cTapesHy auny, Wwo pocia Ha ropbi Hag xaToto
Porpas. Tam CTOSIB )KepTOBHUN KaMiHb, SKUN Npubupanu CinbChKi AgiB4aTa
KBiTaMun, TyT CXOOUINCA NiCOBI Ta BoAsAHI 6icn, MaBKN Ta pyCanku rynsatn 'y

MiCAYHOMY CBIiTAI, | TaM cxoannanca 3sm4amHo Mctucnas 3 KanuHolo.

Y ceni, B cany, Hang Bogot 6yno ue HeEMOXXNMBO, Y Nici Hebe3neyHo, a TyT
nvwe BeCcHo abo ociHHIo ByBann noau, B iHWLNNA Xe Yac caMiTHO cTosAa
rpybesHa nuna Ha ropbi, Ha4ye BeNnYe3HNM KynoJs Hapg JliCOBUM XPaMoM,
CaMITHO po3uBiTanacsd i po3siMBaja AasieKo-LUMPOKO CBOI COMI0AKI NaxoLu,
ryaina xopamm 60>xin Ta rosopuna 3 BiTpom. CBOIM BiTTSIM BipHO XOBaJa
BOHa Hi>xKHY Nnto6oB MonoaaT nepen 3a3gpum okom Porpas Ta uikasux abo
37100HUX Nnoaen.



MpunwosLwin, McTuUCnas rnIsHYB YHU3, a cepue CTUCHYB MOMY XaJib 3a
UMM MicueM, ae npoBiB CBOI WACAMBI AUTAYI NiTa Ta e Tenep ociB Noro
Bopor. Ha 6e3nicomy cxuni ropbka pic nnekaHun we pykoto noro 6atbka cag,
Tenep 3anyweHun i 3apocaunin byp’aHamun Ta an4kamun. bospuH Porgan He
3aMaBcA cafoM, 60 ue NpMHOCUA0 Manni aoxon. Jinwe nacikm Ta 060poHHi
Basn i YHacTtokonm bynmn nobpe yrpnumysaHi, 60 oaHi faBanu roTtosi rpowi, a
apyri 6opoHunm noro B pasi notpebu. NapHa, BUCOKa XaTa CBiTuNa
4YUCTOTO, Ta Kpacoto, 60 6inda Hel 3axoannacsa Ta abana KanuHa, 3aTe
006incT4a, CTanHi i XXNTHWULI, XO4 NOBHI, Ta 6BpyaHi 6ynn i 3arHoeHi. Mo asopy
xoaue opibHMMKN Kpokamu Porgan, a noro rapukanBMiA Ta CBapMBUIA FON0C

OOJIMHaB a>X Cloan.

— Kpyk! — KNIMKHYB Mosiogelb Ha ToBapuwa. — KanuHa TyT... Pyw! — i
MnoKasaB PYKOIO Ha ABip.

MNMec nigCcKo4mB, YXHYB, 3aMaxaB XBOCTOM Ta nobir Ha nobpe 3Hanome
06inicTs, Ae, Nobpixytoyn, Hacko4ns Ha Porgas. Moro nossa 6yna ans
AiBYNHN YMOBHUM 3HAKOM, Wo McTtucnas xnge il nig nunotwo. OgHak MUMO
CYMy Ta >XaJllo, KU 4yB MoJsiodelb, MISAA4YMN, XTO 3HAE, YN BXKe N He
BOCTAHHE Ha PiAHY XaTy, HE MIir CTPMMAaTUCS Bif YCMiXy, Konu noba4vms, sK
CTpalweHHo nepenskascAa Porganm Kpyka. BiH He TpumaB cobak, i BenbMu ix
b6osBcA. Tak | Tenep 3aBepeLlaB Ha CNyr, a Ti cepen KPUKy Ta peroTy
Bbpannca Kpyka nporaHaTu, ane gy»xe MasaBo — Le X ByB nec ix 4aBHbLOrO,
nobporo naHa. Tum 4acom Porgan cXoBaBCsA Ha PYHAYK Ta KpU4as:

— AHy xe! bunTe uboro 3no4iq, 6a4, 3aHaaunBecs, 3abyTn He xo4e CBOIX
»xebpaubKnx NaHiB, HEYNCTE HacCiHHA — 6ospcbkoro asopa cobaui
3aBara€eTbCs, 3eMJISHKa BXe He B CMaKy? bunte noro 3 nyka! 3 npatwi!
KanunHo, nasan patumuie!

3 xaTu Bunwna KannHa Ta 3 CMiXoM AMBUACA Ha NeperoHn cay>xxbu 3
KpykoM, akun pnobpe 3HaB, Lo Le UbKyBaHHA — nnweHb 3abaBa. Kpyk
nycTmecA Biruem Ha pyHAOyK, Oe cTosfna Ais4nHa. Porganm nobir cTpiMronos y
XaTy, 3acoByto4un 3a coboto aBepi, a fiB4YNHa nornagunnaa rapHy ronisky
TBapuHW Ta niwna y cag. Mos HaBiXKeHUN, CKakaB Kpyk [0BKOJa Hel,



CTapalynCb OOCATHYTU A3UKOM il pyK, Ta inus, a AiB4nHa obraHsanacs 3
cMmixoM. Cnyxb6a npununHuna npauyto, 60 3Hana, Wo HanakaHunm Porgam He
Bunae nepen obigom is xartu.

Ckopo onuHunaca KanuHa nig amnoto Ta cina bing McTucnaBa Ha KaMeHi.
Kpyk nir Ha cTexxui, Wwo Benay caj, i NuibHyBaB, YN XTO HE HaAXOOUTb.

KannHa 6yna nperapHa CiMHagUATUAITHA AiBYNHA-KPACcyHs, SKi byBanu
NNLWEHb Y PYCUHIB Ta Kpacy SKUX CNnaBuau rpeku, itaninui, apabn, nepcu.
Bucokun, cTpyHkun ii ctaH obinmMana TiCHa TKaHa OMNWHKa, nignepesaHa
LUMPOKKM rosicoM. NoBepx y30p4aToi, MOB CHir, 6in10i COpoykun, BUCINO Ha Wi
6araTe HaMnCTO 3 BypWITUHY, CPIBHUX TanapiB Ta 3010TUX AYKaYiB, Y
TeMHOMY BoJioCCi 6mano cpibHe Yinbue, a Ha 4oni HaZ PiBHUMU, MOB

LUHYPOYKKN, BpoBamum 3BUCannN y 30/10Ti BAAWKKM onpaBieHi nepaw.

— KannHo! — npusiTas it McTucnas. — MNpocTn, Wwo npunwos o tebe
Tak "He B nopy, Ta, 6a4, mycus!

— 9K TO He B Nopy? — nMuTasa AiB4MHA. — TM 4O MEHE 3aBXXAWN y Nopy
NPUXOAuLL, Tafo MOE. A Tenep, Koau noxoBaB 6aTbka, MEBHO, YacTilwe

npuxogutuMmell, npasga?

| cBOIMN KapMMKM o4eHATaMu rngHys1a BabHO Ta 3anNUT/IMBO Ha MOJIOA LS.
Ane McTmncnas CyMHO NOTPSAC roJsI0BOIO, @ B MOro 04ax BigMasitoBanacs ycs
Tyra, sika nponvMasna noro cepue.

— Bbaynw, — rosopuna gieymHa, — 9 6yna 6 Takoxx niwsia Ha NOXOPOH Ta

TPWU3HY, asie 3Ha€ewW, wo 6aTbko...

— 3Hat! — KNUHYB rosioBoio Mosiofelb. — BiH rHIBaeTbCA Ha MeHe.

KanuHa ycMmixHynacs.



— BiH He Takni 311, 9K AyMa€ELw, — cKa3asla. — BiH nvweHb ckynun i
H6a>xkaB 61 nocicTn Bce cpibno Bi3aHTINCbKOro Kecaps, X04 CaM He 3HaE€, Ha
L0 BOHO MOMY 34aJ10CH.

— Hi, KannHo, — BigMnoBiB MmoJsiogeub, — T He 3HA€ELW CBOro 6baTtbka. BiH
nobpun, moxe, ana tebe, 60 Tebe KOXXHUN NOOUTL, HaBiTb Porgan, Ta ocb
cnpobyin oCcMinnTNCA KoNn-Hebyab CTaTy NMOMY nonepek goporu, nobaymw!

— Lo XX TV HUHi NOMY BYMHMB, LLIO BiH TaKUN NIOTUI BEPHYBCA Big Tebe?

— BiH? — BignoBiB Monoaelb, a amue noro Habpano rpisaHoro snpasy, —
BiH 0bKmaaB rps33to Nnam’aTb Moro 6aTbka i 6paTiB Ta rpo3uBs, WO MeHEe
3anpoTopuTb y pabun, SKWo He 3anfavy AoBry. 5 i 3ragas nomy 3a tebe,
"HIBNTO XXapTOM, i BiH a)K ToAi BigiNWoOB, KON S Haragas NOMY, WO MU CaMi,

a A OY>XX4YUW Big HbOTO.

| MONlogeLb pPO3MNOBIB CBOKO PaHILLHIO Npuroay.

— OCb TOMY MYLUY HUHI MOKUHYTKN 3aniceubKy BOJIOCTb, — KiHY/B
onoBigaHHA, — 60 6otocs, wob MmeHe crpaBAi <HEe 3/10BUJIM Ta HeE Npodanun y
pabun. born BUCOKO, KHA3b AaneKo. BiH 3eMCbknin 60SpUH, 9 KHAXKURA, Y HBOro

Apy3i Ta NOMi4YHMKKM | BaraTcTBO, a ... caM 6e3 rpowa Ta NOMoui Cyciais.

[iB4MHa crnoBa>kHiNa i MOCYMHiNa, a B 04ax 3'ABUJINCA C/IbO3W.

— Tak, — cKa3ajia no xXBuii,— MoXXe, Th i NnpaBay Kaxew. Konn 6aTbko
by y Tebe, npuixas monoauin BnacTt, 6ospuH i3 Fropoana. baTbko norpo)xyesas
Ha Tebe, Ta 9 cmisnacsa. Ane Tenep 6ayvy, Wo nyyyde Byno nmocayxaTu, Npo LWo
BOHM obupaBa rosopuaun, 60 WOCh Ay>Xe OOBro paanuancsa y CBiTauui, a npu
BWi34i CKa3aB we BnacTt Ha npowaHHA: "OcTaBanTtecb 3 boramm, 3aBTpa
byneTte noro matun". Xanko meHi Tebe, McTucnase, XXaJiko, MOB 3a XUTTAM,
nnakaTuMy 3a Tobolo, afe Tenep cama ckaxy Tobi: "igb, Munun, Tikan sigcy,
a nosepTan 300poB y Aobpi Ta baraTcTei". He BAacTbCa TObI, TO CTaHb Ha
cny>xby 00 KHS38 Ta Bi3bMW MeHe OpPY>XHOI pyKoto. 9 pago noginto 3 Toboto



XaTUHY B KHAX>XOMY OCTpPO3i, MPOMIHA yCi rapa3gn Ha Halle CrijibHe WwacTs4,
3a ManbyTHEe!

| KWHYacs Ha WN MONOOLEBI.

[loBro He nyckas il McTucnas 3 06inmiB, Ta 0Cb KpyK 3araBkas, a B
KyLlax 3a HAMU WOCh 3awenecTino. MoB NTMYKa 3 rHizga, HajsakaHa pyKoto
30MTOYHOIr0 XJI0NYMHK, NypPXHYyNa KannHa y caf, a McTucnaB rykHyB in

HaB3OOriH.

— Ilo BecHwu!

| cKOpUM, NMPY>XHUM KPOKOM 3arnmbumnecs B Nic, Ha4Ye YOBEH, WO KPi3b
po36bypxaHi xBuni Pycbkoro mops npamye y Llapropoa. CoHue nigHai0cs
BUCOKO Ha Hebi Ta npurpisano Yumpas gyxe. Ane mosiofeLlb He Big4yBaB
LbOro Nif rycTUM CKJAENiHHAM rajy33s Ta JIMCTS, Jiuwe XXBaBo CTyrnas
Brnepen. Cnyckasca y ranboki apmn-6ankun, 3apocni 6ynHo N103MHOM0, BisibXaMu
Ta ABopamun, obMmnHaB rywasnHn niwmHn abo rycto nigwnti oybosi Ta
ByKoBi cMyru npanicy, Ae Ha CTONITHIX Wapax rHUJI0ro JINCTA Ta rajys3okK
PO3POCTaNNCA B JIIOACbKY rof0BY 3aBbiNbLIKN PO3KiLLHI, pi3HOBapBHI rpnbn.

Micusammn, oe BeCHsAHMN abo OCiHHIN BUXOP MOBaJIMB 3HECUJIEHOI O JTIOHOI O
npajgifa — cTapesHe NOpPOXHSABE AepeBOo, TaM L0XO0OUN MPOMEHi COHLSA ax
[0 3eMni, i cepen 6ynHoro arigHuUkKy 6anwann, Havye KapbyHkynn Ta pybiHu,

CYHMULI Ta DKNINCA CNOLOM CUHSABI, BEPXOM BJINCKYH03eNeHi MalnHOBI KyLLi.

McTucnaB iwoB gani. He cnuHanm noro i NioHi NTnyb, SKi, wWonpasaa,
AEeL0 MPUTUXJN, Ta BCe-Taku pa3 y pa3 Ha HMXKYMX rasy3skax 063meanmcs
COMNKWN, Ta COPOKU, KOBTAJIN XKXOBHA Ta CKUMNIZIN MONIOAI KAHIOKU Y BUCOKOMY,
3 MOPOXHa Ta NaTU44sa cnsaeTeHoMy rHisai. CMmopig ctepBa AoniTaB Bif LbOro
rHi3ga a)k 40 MoJIoAuUSA, Ta WBUAKO Len NoraHnn 3anax NnpurayLwysanm
NaxoLi iCOBUX KBITiB C/IN3Y, PO3XiAHULI, PO3MapuHy Ta MaTEPUHKN.
Monopgeub He po3rna4aBCca HAaBKOJIO | 3aMWLINB OrNAONHN KYLLIB Ta OepeB
KpyKoOBi, sk pa3 y pa3 ornagascs, a nobaymsLum, Lo 1Moro rocrnogap ige



hani, 3HUKaB 3HOBY Yy rywasuHi, bpexaB Ta NigCcKakKyBaB i BUMOJIOLWYBaB
BCiNAKy ApibHY 3BipMHY Ta NTaLIHIO.

BkiHUi McTncnas BMALWOB Ha Maly NporasnHy, BKPUTY POXKEBUMU
Kyl MKaMu Bepecinto. MNangaBuHKa ne)xxana Ha cxusi manoro ropbka, o
NaHyBaB Hapg OKOJIMLED, i MaHOPIBHMK NOYaB po3rnsagatucsa no 6esme)xHomy
MOPpI Jlicy, L0 XBWUOBAJI0Cb Nepen HUM Yy ACKPaBOMY CBIiT/i COHUSA. YOPHABI
nepenneun TiHen nepebirann pagaMmn No BepLUKax gepes, KON BiTep
MnopyLwyBaB IX LUWMPOKNUM noayBoM. Hag nicomM Kpy>XN1s/1m BUCOKO-BUCOKO
COKOJIN Ta WYNiKN, Ha4Ye TeMHiI To4YKM Ha BnaknTi Heba, a XBUNAMU HU3AN
NOBITPA KHA3I BO3AYXY — KaHi, HAanbucTpiwi NiTyHN MiXK NTULAMN.
MaHAOpiBHMK 3a4AMBUBCA Y CUHABY, WO TaM Aecb Aaneko y 6eskpai nyymna
3emnto 3 HebomMm, Ta yCi€lo ayweto TOHYB Yy Buai ui€i ceoboam ta Benumyi
CBiTY... Konn panTtoM wocb cBMOHYNO 6ing NOro BMcka, a no3ag Hboro
3ackaByniB Kpyk, Haye nouineHnn kameHeMm abo BoapeHuin HOrow 4um
BykoMm...

Ta HepapMa McTucnas BXXe KijibKa JliT XOAWUB Ha JIOBM CaM OAWH i He pa3s,
NoJIOIYN Ha BeNNKY 3BipuHY, byBaB y Hebe3neui, Ae oauiH pyx pillas nNpo
XNTTHA abo cMepTb. Have M’AY, WO KMHEHUI CUJIbHOIO PYKOIO 06 3emio,
BilICKAKYy€ 3HOB Yropy, BifCKO4YMB MOJsIo4eLb OOHUM MaxOM Ha TPU KPOKK Ta
BiZABEPHYBCH.

| Wwo »x nobayme?

3-NOMiXK KYLLIiB KaJIMHW Ha OKpaiHi Nicy, MOXXe, Ha OeCATb KPOKIB Bif,
HbOIrO, BU3Mpasa NnocTaTb B MOJIOTHAHKY OASrHEeHOro napybka, wo 3
TONOPOM Ta paTuwieM Bir 4o HbOro. ban>kye CToAB APYrun, WO SKpa3 KUHYB
6yB Yy HbOIO JIOMaKolo, BUAHO, Ha Te, Wwob noro NnoBasanTM N ornywmnTun. B
pyui Aep>XaB BiH peMeHi, i McTucnas B 0O4HY MUTb Mi3HaB 060X Ta IX HaMipw.
Lle 6ynn pabu BnacTa i3 3axigHOro norpaHunyys, 3-3a CaHy, napybku, sigomi
CBOEIO AUKICTIO Ta 3BiPCTBOM Yy BCil OKONMUI. BnacT nocnyrosyBaBCs HUMMU,
Kosn Tpeba 6yno HacnnbcTBa abo XKOPCTOKOCTI. Hi 0AMH i3 TUBepLiB He
3BaXKMBCA 6 Ha Taki noraHi gina. 9k B yci PycbKinn 3eMi, Tak i TyT He

nbunn noan Hacunnda, Myk Ta ybmscTBa.



Tomy, konm Mctucnas nobaymse 060x nmocinak, Big4yB 3pa3y X, L0
rpo3uTb nomy Hebesneka i To Yumana. BiH MiLHO BNepca Horamu, 3
PO3MaxOM KUHYB paTuweM y 6amxxyoro 3 soporis. [lpabyra snas, iHa4e
NioTATUA NeHb AepeBa, Ta 3aBepeLlaB He CBOIM rosiocoM. pyrunm 3yrnmHUBCA
Hepiwy4ye, Ta MosoAeLb MUTTIO NPUKANAK, J06OYB 3-3a naeva Nyk i

npuuinnecs.

3 chypkoTOM noneTino patuuie Ha McTucnasa, ane BiH gobpe 6ayus,
3BiOKWN BOHO Ne€TUTb, i Biaxnnmecs BOiK. Ycnig 3a umMm CBUCHY1a NipHana
CTpina i 3acTpsarsa B oui HanacHuKa. Llen ynas Ha 3eMi0 HeaNneKko Bif
TOoBapuLia, Wo BepTiBCA 3 60110, MOB po3TONTaHUN Xpobak.

Yce Te 6yno ginom ooHOI XBUINHKN, Tak Wo KpyK, AKOro KkornHys 0yB
nepLnin HanacHWK, He CKIHYUB e CKaByiTn, Koan obnasa nocinaku
nieXxannm BXKe Ha 3eMii, Buo4n 3 bono. buctpo posrnaHysca McTtucnas
[OBKONA, a NoTiM obinwos ycto ranasuHy. Hagnbas nuwe cnign Tpbox
nogen, ceoi Ta obox apabis. Tofi NiginwoB A0 HUX 3 MeYyeM B pyui. PaTuwe
BJIYY4M1I0 OAHOMO 3 HMUX Yy MpaBe rnJjevye Ta CTPEMINo we y paHi, 60 He
BUCTa4YnI0 BXXe CUJIN BUPBATU MOro 3-MOMiXK BiJJ1IaMKiB pO3TPOLLEHOT KOCTI.
Pab cTorHaB y>xe nuLie TUX0, 3aKPUBLLW OYi, @ KpOB 06pnCKyBasia poxxesi
KBiTW Bepecinto. Opyrun BB pa3 y pas, Hamaraw4mcb supobytum BicTps

CTpiNN, [OBKOJIA AKOro 06ropHyINCA HiXKHI NMAIBKU OKa.

Konu BiH noba4mB McTucnasa, wo Habnmxxaecsa 00 HUX 3 rAnMbuHn nicy,
KWHYBCS Y CMepTeJsibHi TPMBO3i Ha KoJiHa, wob npocmTn nowaau.

— MpocTiTb, MOry4yninn naHe, — nebepnis, — mn pabu 6ospmnHa Bnacra,
HaM NpuKasanau... M1 He BUHHI, M1 He Baxkann Bac ybueaTun... Xxan Hac

MepyHa rpim nob’e, konm ba>kanum... nowanite Hac!

— A TO YoMy Knpas patvwemM? — rykHys McTtucnas, aKuin, npasny
CKa3aBLUW, 30BCiM He YyB 3J10CTi A0 NnoBaJZieHUX BOpOrie. HaBmaku, y HbOro
3p04NI0CA NOYYTTH, 3/I0)KEHEe 3 BAOBOJIEHHS Ta »Kasto. BiH paais i ropamecs
nobinoto, Ta NpoTe Xaiko Byno NOMy CTOrHY4YMX Nocinak.



JNlerko Bnpobys paTuwe 3 paHu napybka Ta gonomir gpyromy
ocBob6oOonTMCSA BiA CTPINIM Ta OCTaHKIB OKa. McTucnas 3BEPHYBCHA A0 HUX Le
BOCTAHHE i CKa3aB.:

— He BWHHI BK, O Hanann Ha MeHe, He BUHEeH i 1, WO MyCuB
BopoHUTUCSA. A WO 9 AYy>XK4MI Bif Bac, ue aap 6oris, a Hiuma 3acnyra. Tomy
He ManTe rHiBy 4o MeHe, a A npowy BaM. OgHaK cKaxiTb BnacTosi, wo6 BiH
He CTaBaB MeHi Ha gopo3i, 60 A po3aaBaio MOro, MoB Xxpobaka Ha CcTexui;
Hexaln 3 POrga€EM He HIOXA€ETbCA, 60 KON Yy HbOrO 3a40Br UM HiC, TO A BTHY
NOro Ta KuMHy cobaui, a, BEpHYBLIMCH, MOKaXy i NOMY i BCiM cycCifaM, XTO
naHoM y 3aniceubKin BOSIOCTI!

Lle ckasaBLwu, Biginwos 3 KpykoMm, aknm, 6avavm LiNKOBUTUA NOrpoOM
BOpPOriB, 3p03yMiB 06CTaBuHN Ay>Xe gobpe i, BeCceno noMaxytoym XxBOCTOM,
nobir 3a McTucnasoM. Konm 3HUKAM 3a 3€1eHOI0 CTiHOM, 3BiBCSA OCAINAEHNN
pab Ta, NorpoXXy4m Kyaakom, NpoLLnniB:

— Ha Bcix borie 3emni i nekna, Ha KOCTi Aifnis Ta 6aTbKiB, He 3abyny A
T06i uboro i abo 3rmHy, abo Baasnto To6i y ropso TBOI BAACHI OYi; NPOKJIiH Ha
Tebe Ta TBOIX... YopHuMIM BOr 4ye MOE CNoBO, a Bnact nomcTuthCA!

| 3HecnneHUn ynas Ha 3eMJIt0.

V. Y KNEBI

McTuncnas BeNibMU 4yayBaBCA, K MOrinm Nnapybku BnacTa, AKun cniis ax<
y Fopogai, Kinbka Musb Big 3aniccd, Tak CKOPo HaZOCMiTU | BACAIAWTY NOro y
nopo3i. Ane 3aragka po3B’s3anacsa Hesabapom, 60 y ryulaBHNKY 3HaNLLOB
ABOE KOHEeN BosApMHa, Ha SKUX NpUiXaan 3anacHMKK. He rato4mnce, sBnbpas
TOro, Wo BMAaBaBCA NOMY JIy44UM, i No4YBanaB y nicn. He geHb i He ABa 1xaB
BiH NicaMu Ta nyramu, 3axonsf4n 4Yacamum 0 JI0OACbKUX ocesib, Wwob
nepeHo4yBaTn Ta 3arnacTucsa Ha opory.



A oceni nexxanu TyT rycTo i BCi 6ynun senuki, obwumpHi Ta MHOron0gHi. 3
noslyAHEeBOro NorpaHmnyys, i3 ctenis Bignameasna NO4HICTb, 60 opaa
neYvyeHiriB Nno4YnHana rpabyBaTn Ta HULWMTKU Ti okonuui. He pa3 Ha Hiunirax
Hbanakas McTucnas 3 TakKMMM NepeceneHuaMu, i BCi BOHN Hapikaaun, WO KHA3b
CesTOCNaB 3aMasio XXYPUTbCA NPO NoJslyaHeBi MeXi KHA3IBCTBa. Ta BiH He
3BepTaB yBaru Ha Ti cnosa. ig noro monogeyy yasy nigxoannun 6inbe
cnaBHi noxoan Ha Lapropopn Ta bonrapito, y Kpai Teni, Kpal CBiTi, Ha
NiBAEHb, KYAW TAM0 YCiX pyCUHIB HEMOHGOpPUMOLO CUOK0 COHLLE — Lap TUX

3eMelib.

3a WicTb AHIB 3aixaB McTucnas oo Mepxxmnboxxa — cepep nicis Ta 6onit
3aKJlafleHoro 3aMKy, i TyT npmbyB sikpa3s nig Yyac NnobyTy KHA3A Aponosika,
NOCTaBJ/IEHOro Ha aepessigHaMU. 3 YCi€l OKONMUI Crilwnam niogn 3
NOKJ/IOHOM i AapyHKaMu, 60apn i KMeTi, MOKPUBAXKEHI NLWAN WyKaTW npasaL

Ha rHobuTenis, obMaHeHi Ha obMaHL,iB.

TyT npunwna McTncnasosi ragka nonpobyBaTu WACTA | MPOCUTU HOBOIrO
KHA35 Npo gornomory. ToMy niloB Ha APYrnn AeHb Yy OCTPOr, Ae MNif CUHIM
HeboM 3acCiB KHSI3b Ha BEJIMKOMY, KUJIMMaMu BUCTEJIEHOMY CTiNbLi. Ane 3pasy
XX yrnasio MoJIogLeBi B OKO, LLO KHA3A 0OTOYYyBasinm Maxe cami Bapsaru. Mo
NiBiN CTOPOHI NnW, | TO 30a1eKa Bif KHAXO0I 0cobu, BUAHINOCH KisibKa
nepeBNsaHCbKMX B0Ap, Ta N TO KOXKHUIN 3 HUX Y BaraTin oaexi, HAKUHEHIn
noBepx Bapsa3bKoi 36poi. 3 onoBigaHb 6baTbka 3HaB McTMCNaB, WO Ha Cydax
Bapsris He 6yBano, 60 ue 6ynn BOEHHI ntoan, a Ha CyA0Bi CXOAUHUN He
npuxognnun nogn y 36poi. OgHak we 6inblie Bpa3me MOro cnocib, sk piwas
KHA3b CNOPU Ta CKapru. 9k KOMCb CYMHOI NaM’saiTi KHA3b Irop, Tak Tenep
KHA3b ApOMnoK BignpaBasaB KMETIB, Hi 3 4iM, a 3aTe obcTaBas 3a bospamu,
0Cco6/1MBO 3a AeSKUMU, MPO AKX 3HaB, Wo baraTi Ta BN/IMBOBI.
MpoCTONIOANHOBI MPMKa3yBaB MiA4YMHIOBATUCL BOAPCHKIN BONI, @ 3 AOBXHUKIB

HaBiTb MOCMIiXaBCH, KaXKy4u:

— XTO HEe MA€ YMM 3anaaTUTU BiACOTKIB, TOM MOBUHEH MATW BJACHI

rpyBHN abo KyHMW.



ABO — AKLLO TW 3HaB, WO LEeN YONOBIK TaKUN HEMUIIOCEPAHUW, TO YOMY
NwoB A0 Hboro? Tpeba 6yno nowykaTu iHWOro Biputens!

3aKynam-i3rosm BianoBifAaB:

— |aiTh i XXMBIiTb MO BOAPCHLKIN BOJIi, KON MO CBOIN XXUTN HE BMIiSIN. YCi

noaon XXmMByTb, a 3aKylrnu, MOXxe, He moan?

3 pabamu HaBiTb TOBOPUTU HE XOTIB i BesliB IX NPOrHaTn 3 OCTPOry.

McTucnaB yTpaTuB 30BCiM Hagito 3006yTu cobi nacky Takoro
ropAOBUTOrO Ta HECNpPaBeasIMBOro KHA34 i 3ibpaBcsa NTU fani, KoM panTom
no4ys nobi4 cebe ronoc:

— He poBro nonacewcsa Tm, HeboxXxe, Ha LbOMY BUCOKOMY CTOJi; NpOTH
BOJIi HAPOAY He oCUANLLCA Ha HboMy! Irop fAkMn ByB, a TaKOX 3rMHYB MapHO.
MNepyH He KHA3b, BiH piBHO nobuBae i kHA34 i paba, a Xope He 40osoBIK, yce
6a4nTb, a 064ypnTn cebe He aacTb.

McTucnas ornaHyBcs i nobayme 4o00BiIKa, MOXe, TPUAUATUITHLOTO,
Xy[oopnasoro 3 6/ iMcKy4mmm o4mma Ta OBrMM ByCOM i 4ybom, CnoBOM, BOSIKA.
Ha paTtuvwi Hic BiH HabuBaHU CNVXEBUMU ryA3MKaMUN LWKIPAHUIA KadTaH, Ha

naedyax Tyrum Bapa3bkKuinm WKT, a npu 6oui nosrum o6ocCivyHUN mey.

— Yn i BN, 0S4bKy, 00 KHA34 3 MPOLIENHAM? — CNUTaB MOJI0AELb.

— E, Hi! — 3acmifBcA BOSAK. — JTIOT He noTpebye nacku TakKnx MOMCUKIB,
AK cern Mannn Apubo. A OPYKUHHUK KHA38 CBATOCNaBa. A nuwe 6axxas
NOONBUTUCH, SKY TO LALIIO JINWINB Hall KHA3b 3aMiCTb cebe, i bavy, wo cuH

He BaoaBcsa y 6aTbka. Hy, Moxe BbyTu, L0 ue ue MecTb 3a Irops.

— To KHA3b CBATOCNAB TakK A0Bro TAMUTb KpMBAY? — cnMTas McTucnas.

— lMpeuiHb KHAMMHA NOMCTUAACA 3a CMepPTb YOJI0BiKa AK CJlifg.



— ABXxex! — byna Bianosigb. — A He Kaxy, WO LUe KHA3b MCTUTbCS,

nnweHb 6orn. Kyam X T, monoade, igew?

— A came [0 Baworo kKHa3s. 9 4yyeas, Wo 3bmnpaeTe niogen, To i 4

noba>xaB NiTKU 3 BaMW.

JItoT rnaHyB Ha McTucnaea, Ta 3MipsB NOro Big roJioBM A0 Hir.

— lapasa! KHasb npunme tebe. Tu csobigHOro pony?

— 4 6oapcbknii cnH, Mol aBa 6paTtun 3ruHynm y bonrapii, 6aTbKo xoaoms i3

KHA3eM IropeM, MallHO MU BTpPaTUN...

— Yomy?

McTuncnas po3ka3aB. Ha Te JIIOT NOTPAC rosoBoL0.

— To TBin 6aTbKO 3/1€ BYMHUB, LLIO HE HaraJaB KHA3€EBi NP0 CBOIX CUHIB. Y
HaLlOro KHA34 BiINCbKOBA BAA4a: KOJIN MHIBHUN, HE MPUCTYMawn, LOKU He
BuconeTbcs. Asie NOTiM, X04 A0 paH Npukiaau, 3aroitbca. Ta wo X? | Benec
He BepHe LbOoro, Lo ctanocd. Tn, mosiogye, npuraganm kHa3esi obox bparis, a
BiH He 3abyne Tebe.

Obunpaea BOSAAKM Nnocifanu Ha KoHeu i noixanu npamMo y Kuis. JTl0T 3HaB
HanBAV>KYi LOPOrK Ta HaMKpaLLi CTEXKN KPi3b NiCKM, TOMY B)XXe CbOMOI AHUNHN
HaZBeYip CTanu y CTin KUIBCbKUX rip, Hag pivykoto MNMovanHoto. 3siacu
NOYMHaBCA CNaBHU BopuyiB BMBI3, 0I34 00 KHSAXOIM0 OCTPOry, SsKUn 3aNMaB
coboto cxunum i Bepiok ropba. 3 3axigHoi ctopoHn 6yB TyT nuwie oguH
AOCTyn i oaHi BopoTa. [Jopora Ao HUX Befla B340BX MOPOLACLKOro Bay i
4aCTOKOJy, TakK L0 BOPOr, K1l aymas 6m HanacTn Ha 6pamy, MyCuB B340BX
4aCTOKOJy Mifg cTpinamMu o6OpPOHLIB NOA0NaTN NPOCTIP AKMUX BICIMCOT KPOKIB.

— AHy, Bragamn, Mctncnase, — ycMixHyBcs JIlOT, — YoMy [0134 40
OCTPOry ifie 3 NnonyaHs, 3 NiBOi CTOPOHK, a He 3 Apyroro 6oky?



— Yomy? Bo 3 ui€l CTOpOHU KpaLle i y4yye.

— Kyan Tam! 3 gpyroi ctopoHu Big Nopony, Te came! 3aMicTb iTu NpaAMo
Bropy crnpasa, 3sepTae gopora BOIK i NpoXxoanTb 3s1iBa 4,0 MiBHIYHUX BOPIT
ocTpory.

— 'm! He 3Hat! — BignoBiB Mono4eLlb.

JTioT 3acmiaBcA.

— A KoTpuM 6OKOM 3BEPTAEMOCS [0 4aCTOKOJY, KOJIX NigXxoaMMo 31iBa?

— 3BiCHO, Wo npasumMm... Ara! Bce 3Hato. bo Ha npaBoMy paMeHi iHeMa
lwnTa.

— baynw? — nos4as JIIOT. — FAKLLO BOPOr NepeknHe WuT Ha npase
pam’a, To byne 6e30pyxHUNM i He byge BOPOHUTM HaLLIMM pPa3nUTU HaNaCHUKA
CTpiNlaMu Ta KaMiHHSM, a K He nepekunHe, To byae 3 6oky 4YacTtokony 6e3
OCJIOHMW.

— Aunen, gnen! — yyayesasca McTucnas. — 9K Myapo BUMipKYyBaHOo.
yay yap

— Lle Haw, KHA3b Tak NpuayMaB. BiH nuwe i npo Te Aymaeg, Ta KOau

BUAYMAE, TO i CTapunn CBUHENbA He BTHeE.

— BoeBopna?

— Ere x! BiH Tenep y lNMepeacnasui 3acTyrnae KHA34, i Mn Tenep Tyau
noemo...

— BiH Bapsr?



— Hibw BapsAr, Ta NOro BapsA3bKi KOCTi AaBHO BXXe NOPOC/IN PYCbKUM
M’sicoM. Bxxe i cBoto MmoBy 3abyB, 60 y Haworo KHA34 BapAriB HebaraTo.

— A ue 4yomy?

— Bbo BiH 6inblue 3a CN1aBOK FaHSE, YMM 3a HaXKMBOIO, Ha NOAOAANA HEe
XOAWTb, @ XXMBUTbCA 34006M4eto 3 BiNHM Ta NOBIB. Bapsaru nobnaTb A0CTaTKW,
TOMY BOJIATb MOMIOALWINX KHA3IB, Apornosika, Onera abo LapropoacbKoro
Kecaps. Ta i KHS3b BOIMTb Hawwmnx gobpososbLiB, 41uM ix, 60 Halw Hapon Xo4

MeHLUe of4YanayLWwHUin, ane 3aTe HaAaMHOrro TYTilWA Ta BipHILWWA.

— 3BiCHO, — 3aMiTuB McTucnae, — xT0 6bopeTbCs 3a rpiw, ToMy craBa
bangyxe! — Tak ryTopsyun, yBirWAN BOHW B OCTPOr. Y340BX YaCTOKOIB, 3-
Hag AKUX rpi3Ho raaginm 3 rpybesHnx konopn 36ynosaHi BexXi, IMWEHO ANS
poctyny 6opusm Ta A4n9 A0BO3Y CTPif, KAMiHHSA, CMOJIN Ta BOAW AOCUTb
LUMPOKY BYJIMLIO, iKa OTOYYyBaJla CToAYi BCcepeuHi aBopuLla. [ABopuLy Umnx
Byno KinbkafecaT, a Hasexasan BOHN A0 HaN3HAMEHUTILLNX OPYKUHHUX
60sp, WO NpoBOANAKN BiAAiNaMN KHAXXOr0 BiNCbKa. [LOBKOJ1a KOXKHOI0 CTOAIN
e XUTHULI Ta KOMOPWU Ha BCIZIAKUA BOEHHUIW Mpunac Ta rMoXXuBY i LOBri

XaTwn Ons pAaoBuX BOAKIB-rpUAHIB.

HanHapsagHiwnm 6ys aeopeub Boesoan ®apnada, Ae XUao y xatax
TpwucTa BapsariB. TyT 3acTaBa byna cpibHa, a baraTi MOBONIOKN BKpUBan
CTiHW, CTOMN Ta NaBun. Y apyrux uboro He 6yno, 60 ue bynm xaTn APYyXKUH 3
TUBEPCbKUX, MONIAHCbKUX, CIBEPCbKUX, YINLbKNX, CNIOBIHCbKUX 3eMeSlb, CUHU
b6osp, KMeTiB, i3roi-3akynu, sk McTucnas, i i3roi-pabu, aki BUKynmamcs 3
pabcTBa abo AKMX BUKYNMB KHA3b 3a XO0pobpicTb y 60t0. Ha Bennkomy
ManpaHi cepefs OCTPOry CTOAJ1I0 OKPEMO YyKpinsieHe ABOPULLLE KUIBCbKUX
KHSA3iB, @ Mi>)K HAM i NiIBHIYHUMM BOpPOTaMu, WO Benn Ha lMoain, BngHinack

CBATUHSA b6ora lMNepyHa.

Ha manpaHi naHyBaB pyX, iK Ha TOp3i nepen BUI3A0M KYMLUiB-rpe4YHUKIB
4yoBHaMW Ha MniBAeHb. ToBNM KMeTIB Ta pabiB BUHOCUIIN 3 XXUTHULb Ha

naedyax Mixu 3 60poOLLIHOM, BYA)KEHMHOI, CaJZIOM Ta YCTaBNAIN IX PALKOM



6ina npucTaHi, Ae XKaanum Ha HUX OOBri NNMOBI YOBHM, 0BMa3aHi cMosol1o, 3
NlaBkaMu Ta fosrnMmu Becsiamu. CKpisb no MmangaHy cuiinv ryptkamm
APYXXUHHUKN-TPUAHI, cebTo NpunbivyHi BOSKN KHA3A, 3aWHATI BOEHHUM AiN1I0M.
BoHW roctpunu medi, cnmucm, npobysanu nykn, orngaganm natu Ta WATK, a

yce Te cepep niceHb Ta XapTiB. Pa3 y pa3 3a4inas XxTocCb JloTa.

— No6po 3 npuxoanom, JltoTe, Wo, T CUHA NPMBI3? — NMUTaB AKUNCb

3HaNOMUN.

— Hi, ue TBOA XiHKa T0b6i Nnpucnana, abncb He 3abyB L0 MaA€ELW CUHA, —
BignosiB JItOT.

— Konum XX y MeHe HemMa XXiHKu!

— Hy, a y MmeHe cnHa HeMa.

3a AKUNCb YaC 3HOBY XTOCb 3a4enus ix.

— Twu pe po3nobys ouboro nca? — NUTann. — Ta Wwe N 3 neceHam!.. —
Ao4aBasiv, BKa3y4nm Ha McTuciasa, WO BCe ornifggas AUTAYMMU 04MMa,
nvByBaBcCs | 3abyBaB sA3MKa y poOTi.

— T Ha TBOro 6aTbka, — orpusaBcs JIloT, — ue noro bpaTtaHuy.

— 9k-T107?

— Hy, 3BicHO fIK, meceHs cTapin cobaui Bce cMHOM abo BbpaTaHnyem, a
T06i, Bigan, nepwmnm 6paToM AOBOAUTLCA, MOXeE, Hi? 9K Hi, To Bubayan, Tn,

BUAOHO, 3 iHWOI 6ygn.

BkiHUi npuixanu nepen CTanHi, e 4MMasio OTPOKIB NPOBOAUIIO, YACTUIIO
Ta yoka)Kano koHen. Konu nobaynnum JlioTa, 3pa3y x Hanbirnm Tta B3sanm

KOHS 00 CTanHi. McTucnas 3ni3 TakoX i cTaB 6ing JlioTa.



— CTpax, 9K TyT y BaC raMipHo, y NicCi HaBiTb BECHOIO Takoro He byBae,—

3ayBaXXUB.

— Yoro cononuwca? — rykHys JlioT. — Kpalle nogyman, Wwo ckasaTu
KHA3eBi. Lo To6i 3 uboro, Wo TyT JIOBULL rajiku Ta BOPOHU. K KHA3b Tebe

npunuMe, To HAOUBULLCA OOCUTb 3aKK Noigemo.

— len! He norasuwics, JltoTe, Hi, 60 inemo B)xe 3aBTpa! — NovyBcs

panToOM 3a HUMU Pi3KNIA, MONOLNN FOJ10C.

JIioT 0bepHyBCSA, Havye ragloka BXaamaa noro y noTuanuio, i mMoxXmnmse
rONIOBY Ta 3irHyBCSH, AOTUKAKYMN PYKOIO 3eMii. He 3Hato4M YoMy, 3irHyBCS
McTucnaB i cobi, a KoM 3HOBY BUMPSAMMBCS, 3p03yMiB, WO Nepen HUM CaM

KHA3b.

KHA3b 6yB 6€3 wosnomMa, a YopHe Bosocca 3B’'sa3aHe 6ysio y 4yb Ha
BEPLUKY r0J1I0BM peMiHHUM BOJIOKOM. YOpHi Byca BiaTiHOBann nobpsaye nuue
3 ACHUMMN CUHIMU 04MMa Ta rycTtummn 6poBamu, y NiBOMY yCi BUCiB KOBTOK i3
0OHUM KapbyHKYJIOM Ta ABOMa XKeMyyramu, a 6inbll KHA3b HE Pi3HUBCS
HiYMM iHWIUM Bif CBOIX BOSKIB. Mloro cepeiHio pocToM, afie Tyry, KOCTUCTY
NoCTaTb NMOKPMBAB LWWKIPAHUA O4AT, NPUKPALLEHUN MepeXXKaMu, AKi
BULLMBANa Noro nobmnma xiHka Manywa. LLnpoknn 4Yepec i3 3aCTpoMaeHUM
HOXXeM Ta KenernoM i MiyHi 4pesii 3 bru4a4voi WKipn, TOBCTO OKYTI,
[OMNOBHIOBaNM CTPiN. B pykax gep>kaB WiTKY, AKO BU4NCTUB CaMe CBOrro
nobnmoro KoHs. 3 yCiel noro noctaTi Tak i 6uno 340poB’da, cuia, oxoTa 40
6oto Ta NoboB [0 XKUTTSA i CBITY.

McTuncnas NovyBs A0 LbOro YOJI0BiKa 3 NepLloi XBUJIMHU AKYCb NOYeCTb Ta
noboB, Havye 00 AKOroCb BE/IbMU MOBAXXHOIr0 Y poAUHI Asabka abo cTtapLlioro

B6paTa. Mixx Tum JIlOT OTAMUBCSA | BiANOBIiAaB KHA3EBI.

— TumM Kpawe, kHA3! JIIoT He NbnTb, Wob peTA3i p)KaBisn, a Ha Medax
6abn neknm nopocsATa, — BiAMOBIB.



— [obpe Kakew! — 3acMifgBCA KHA3b. — A XTO ue 3 To60t0 NpunLoB —

CBOSAK?

— CBOSIK KHS3€BI N0 CNnUCy Ta paTtuwy, ane MnagaHosi i PagocniaBoBi
BoecnaBunyam i3 TMBepCbKoOro 3anicca 4oBoAMTbLCA cnpaBai bpaTom.

— bpaTtom? — TyT CBsATOCNaB BUCTPO rNaHyB Ha Mmonoaus, — MnagaH...
MnapaH... — roBopuB, a NOro odi Nnpubpann SKUNCb OUBHUW BUPA3, |
3[aBasiocs, WO BiH AMBUTLCA McTUCNaBoBi Yy HAWTAEMHILWI rMnbuHn aywi,—
BOHM BMNanun y 4yecHomy 6010, oAMH NO nMpaBsin, Apyrun — no nisin pyui Big
MeHe. Yepe3 ue i 1 MaB 4ac ypaTyBaTu CBOtO rosiosy... laneko, 6a4, Toai
3arHaBCs MiXK rnoraHux... Bci, wo éynm 3i MHotO, 3rnHynn... Mnagax...
MnapaH... bpaTom MeHi byB, He cnyroto... Takum bygew i Tn.

| NoKnaB CBOKO Masy, ajle KpeMesHy i CUSIbHY PYKY Ha pamM’a monogus. A
McTuncnas AMBUBCA Y Li CUHI, MOB Mope, rMOOoKI O4i i Ha4e nig BNJiNBOM

SIKOICb TAEMHOI CUJIN BiAMOBIB:

— byny, KHAXe, KNgHycA Ha 6aTbKOBI KOCTIi Ta Ha lNepyHa!

— Ha meu, cuHy, KnaHucb! — ckasaB CBATOCNaB noBa)kHO. — LLlo 6orn
MOTOPSATb, HIXTO HE 3HA€E, Me4Y 0OMNH He NOKUAAE YoNoBika, Xiba L0 Y0N0BIK

caM NOoro nokKuHe.

— KnaHycb Me4yeM, KHA30, Lo NoCyXy Tobi, Sk cny>xunm épaTtu.

— lMNapa3a! — BTiwmMBCA KHA3b. — Cnacunbi, Tobi, JlioTe, Wwo npmeiB LbOro
repos. lan-Ho y ropon, nokany JobpuHio i Bonogmmupa, a Tn, xaonye... kK
Tebe?

— McTucnas.

— A Tu, McTucnaBse, X0 3i MHOIO | PO3KaXXu MeHi, YHOMY TU BXXe TpeTin 3

poay, naew 3a MHOK, B TOW 4ac, SK iHWI aecaTbox abo i ABaHaAUATbOX CUHIB



roayloTb 3 OAHOI MUCKK 3a NiY4YI0 Ta HaBiTb Ha Kynana He nyckatoTb, wo6,
6ay, 4y>xi 610xm He obkycann?

KHA3b NiiNWoOB A0 KOHSA, AKOr0 YNCTUB, BCYHYB LWiTKY Yy Topby npw cigni,
Lo siexkana 6ina KoHA, a NoTiM nonpsAMyBas y aAsopwuule. Mo foposi
po3ka3yBaB McTucnas Npo CBOK A0J10 | Havye yragas, Wwo rnoaobaerbcs
KHS3€eBi, a Wwo Hi, 60 roBopuB KOPOTKO, ACHO. CABTOC/NAB pa3 y pa3 ANBUBCSH
3-Mif OKa Ha ToBapuLla; a Koau Ton 3ragas 3a Kanokupa, no4yepBOHIiB yBeChH,

a McTmncnaBs 3aMOBK B OOHIA XBUJINHI.

Bucoke 4yoso CBATOCNaBa CTAMHY10CA yce Yy 3MOPLUKN, Havye CMHE Hebo,
KoM 3He4eB’'a HabixxaTb 3-Hah PyCbKOro Mops YOpHi XMapKu.

F'ycTi 6poBM HADKMANCS, @ B 04ax 3abauLanm AKiCb Taki CTpaLUHi BOrHi,

wo McTucnas 3aTpeMmTiB.

"Ha MNepyHa! — nogymaB. — [[ope TOMy, XTO CTaHe NOMYy Ha gopo3si!"

— To BiH Mae TBOI rpuBHN? Cobaka rpek! — cKasaB KHA3b XPUMKUM
roJI0COM, Yy AKOMY 3BYy4aJsia Ha4vye fskaCb CTPYHa OUKOCTI Ta XOPCTOKOCTi.— Ta
MU BinbepeMo iX y Hboro. 1 3Hato, WO Y HbOro HeYUCTi pyKK, ane AOKasiB He
Mato. Tak camo i BoeBoga Papnad... — TYT KHA3b CTaB i 3BEPHYBCSH 40
MosioauUS.

— Xnonye! — ckaszaB. — TU TYT Yy>KWUN, HIKOrO He 3Ha€EL, HiXTO | Tebe He

3HaE, npaspa?

— Tak, KHsaXe, xiba oaunH JToT.

— Lle Hivoro, ue 307070, HEe YOJI0BiK. ANe TU... YMI€EW TN MOBYaTN?

— 91k 6aTbkoBa Moruaa. Nonpobyn, kKHAXXe, nobaynL,



— Hy, rapa3g! baunw, oTxe, MeHi 3paeTbca wo ®apnad i Kanokmp
KYIOTb KpaMosly npoTun MeHe. Tn 3Han ue |, bepexy4n meHe, cnign 3a ix
HOXXaMu Ta Mevyamu, Wwob KOTpUin He 3HANLLOB J0POru A0 MOro cepus. 4
cMepTi He botocs, nuwe 3pagun... Ane ocb ropopuTn Tobi NPO Le HEBINIbHO
HIKOMY — HaBiTb Y OHi! 3po3yMiB?

McTucsiaB NOKJIOHNBCH.

— byny, KHS>Xe, TBOIM OKOM TaM, A& TBOE He CArHe, Ta TBOIM WWUTOM, e
TBOro He byne!

— [obpe, a Tenep po3ka3zyn gani!

| po3mMoBASiOYK, NN Yy OBOPULLE.

VI. HE TN 0N, KHAXKE, YYXXOI 3EMJI!

Y TbMAHIN NPUEMHIN KIMHATI KHAXXOro ABOpMLLA X AaJsla HAa KHA3H YuMana
ToBMNa nogen. Y goporumx wybax Ta wankax, NpukpalleHi 30J10TUMK Ta
CpibHMMK NaHUOraMmy, CaMoUBITHUM KaMiHHAM Ta LLOBKAMW, CULINN | CTOSN
PYCbKi KYMui-rpe4YHnKn, Mk SKUMU BULOHINOCS | KiIbKOX FPeKiB 3 YHOPHUMMU
bopoaamm Ta 6ANCKYHUMU O4YMMA, Y CUHIX TYHIKaxX Ta XOBTUX Can’sHUAX.
Mopy4Y HUX OKPEMO CTasim 3eMCbKi 6osapu, Wwo He bpanum yyacTi y noxogi, a
Mi>K HUMUW BU3Ha4YaBCS BEJIETEHCbKOr0 POCTY MYX, MOXe, WICTACATUNITHIN,
i3 cueoto 6opoaoto, y LWOMOMI Ta JOPOrin Bi3aHTINCLKIN 36poi. Mpu HbOMY
CTOSAB ABaHaAUATUNITHIN Xsoneub MiuHoi 6yaoBu Tina, 3 TEMHO-CUHIMN
O4YMMa Ta TEMHUM BOJIOCCAM, ajie 3 Hanpo4ya npasuibHUMU pucamu mus Ta
MOBINbHUMW pyXaMun Tina. XTo AMBUBCSA Ha HbLOIO, TOW HeMOB 6a4umB, LLO
XJI0M4YMHa CUI00 BramMoBYyE BMBYxun CBOIX Ba)kaHb Ta NpucTpacTen, aKnx
BiAGINCKIN 3'9BNANNCA XBUASAMN Y rTANOMHI Moro 3iHnub. CMOKIMHO i po3Ba>kKHO
OVBUINCA BOHN Ha CBIT, Ha4ye nepegyyBaloyn Ty 3a4avy, Ky KOJINCb MaB
CMOBHUTN CaMe TON MoJiohelb.



Lum Bucoknm ctapuem 6ys BoeBoaa JobpunHSA, a noro moaogunn
TOBapwuLl, Le MoNoannm KHAa3b Bonognummp, cuH yntobneHuui CesaTocnasa,
Manywwi.

Mo gpyromy 6oui KiMHaTWN CTOSN0 3 ABAALUSATb OPYXKHIIX MyXiB y
Bi3aHTINCbKUX Ta BapA3bknx 36posax abo i 6e3 HuX, y WKipaHUX KanTaHax,

LUMPOKUNX Yepecax Ta Warnkax 3 yxamu.

KHA3b CiB Ha CTifleub, SKUW rnoganu nomy ciyru, i o6KnHyBs 30poM yBecChb
36ip. McTncnas, Wwo cTosAB Npu aAsepsx, 6a4ms, gk Ha nuui CBATOCN1aBa
NoKa3aBCA rNyMJINBUIA YCMiX, @ NOro ronoc, konm obissaBcA ynepLue,
3a3BYy4aB Pi3KO, HA4Ye CKpPEeriT pi3aHOro KamMmeHs.

— lapa3a, naHoBe 6ospu! A i BaM, rpeubki rocTi, 4obpo 3 npuxogom! Lo
XX MPUHOCUTE 3 MOEI XepCoHe3bKol Ta bonrapcbkoi BONOCTI? Yn xuse we
HeApyr Haw i Baw Kecap IBaH UnMiHCBKIN? Y naTpuuin Kanokmnp yxxe
NnepeTAarHyB Ha CBOK CTOPOHY BCiX 6OAp LapCbKOro NpPecTosibHOro ropona?

3-NoMiX rpekiB BUCTYNUB Hanepen My y cepefHix nitax 3 baratmm
JIAHUOMOM Ha Wwui, a 3a HUM ABaHaausaTb pabiB HECNO AapyHKWU: 30/10Ti Ta
CPiBbHI MNCKKN, CBIYHUKKN, KYDKIN, KOBTKW, TAHLIOMA, NPSXXKN Ta 3annHKK i 3BOT
Be/INYaBMX MOBOJIOK, Ha AKUX Bysin BUTKaHI 30J10TOM JIeBU, OPAIN, KOHI, 04N,

Ta BCiNAKI KAa3KOBi MOTBOPMU.

— XTO T? — NOCNUTAB KHA3b.

— 4 pab pabiB TBOIX, Balla KHS»Xa BUCOYICTb, MapTeHin, cMupHunm pab
B6oxxun i3 lopocTony, NPUXoa Ky K Nocon Big naTpuuis Kanokupa 3
lMepecnaswn.

McTncnaBoBi a)x/MOpO3 MiLLIOB NO3a WKipy, KoMK NMoYyB Le iM’'a. BiH 36nig
K CTiHa, AUBUBCSA NULIe, BUTPILLUBLUN OYi, HA My>XXa, SKUA 3 061eCHNM

YCMiXOM Ta MOKIpHUM NnLEeM CJlyXaB CJiB KHA3S.



— 91 Tak i AymaB, WO TK Wwe TyT y Hac He 6ys, 60 6ayvy, WO CTaB MixX
TUMUN, SKUM LEeLL0 He B CMaK Niwn Mol noxoanm Ha nisaeHb. Kosin Tomy Tpu
poku knascsA B Kanoknposi Ha NepyHa Ta Beneca, cTosiB BiH Ta Apyru noro
MiDK MOTMU TPUAHAMN. HNHI HOMYCb-TO BU BiZLLYypasinca Big HUX, a NpucTann
00 Moix nayrosux 6o4ap. Lle BenibMu noBa>kHi Ta fobpi nogwn, i 1M YecTi He
Binbupato, ane ue He Nnapa BaM, Hi HaMm, WO BepeMocs NOBaINTU BESIMKOTO
kecaps y Llapropogi, a nocaauTn Ha MOro nNpecTosii MasleHbKOoro
xepcoHesus.

1oKi cnoBa CBATOC/I@aBa BMJIMHYJ/IM Ha NOCAIB, Ha4ye BiApPO X0/104HOI BOAW.

Nnus ix nomepTBinn, nobnignn. BoHn, 6a4, Hanakanncs, Wo KHA3b
nobaymB ix ABonndiHy rpy i nobpe posymis, wo Kanokmp 6yB nne KyKaow
LapropoACcbKoro Kecaps — a MiXK TUM BOHU Bipun Yy NOro JIerkoBipHICTb.

"BiH CMi€TbCA 3 HAC, — noragasnan, — a 3a XBUJIMHY BE/IUTb NOCaANTM Ha

nanb abo BMKONOTK o4i. BepexiTb Hac, cnace, i Tn, npe4yncrta!"

Ane Tak He Byno, i NOC/N WBNAKO 3aCMNOKOININCA, KON KHA3b 3aroBOPUB

nani.

— boiTecsa Unmickia? Hy nobpe, ane a noro He 6otocs. AKLo gocTtasmTe
MeHi yce Te, wo obiusanu, To MasleHbKUN XepcoHes3eub Caae Taku B 30/10TiN
nanaTi KecapiB Ha BeJIMKOMY npecToi. ToMy MoXXeTe CMiNo CTYNMUTU 3HOB Ha
Ton BiK KiMHaTK, e 6psK4YNTb 36p0osa MOET APYXNHU Ta Ae CUAUTb Ha

MaJIeHbKOMY NPEeCcTOoNi BEJIMKUN KHA3b, WO CTpaxiB He 60iTbCS.

MapTeHin nonerweHo 3iTXHYB, | CKICHUI NOrnsa4 Noro o4eun ynas is-nig
MOBIK Ha FYPTOK KHAXUX OPYXXWUHHUKIB, MiXK AKMMWN BU3HAYaBCs LOPIAHUNA,

BinaBUN MyXX 3 pyM'SHUM NMLEM Ta BEIMKUMU KpyramMmn o4nMma — dapnad.

McTuncnaB nobir 3o0pom 3a Nornsanom rpeka i nobayms, AK Bapsar TPiNHyB

3HEBa>XJINBO MaJibUsaMN.



— KH$310, — BIiANOBIB NOCOJ, — rocrnoanH Min, natpuuin Kanokump,
HedapMa C/laBUTb Nig Hebeca po3yM TBOEI 4OCTOMHOCTI. TK 3pa3y NOMITUB,
WO MU He NPUALLAK CIoAN 3 LM, 3 YUM NPUXOAUIN KOJUCK. IBaH LinMickin
BepHYBCs NMoBiAHMKOM, @ 3 HUM CTOTUCAYHE BIMCbKO. YCi HawWi NPUXUIbHUKN
NOKUHYNM Hac, baraTo rpowen, aKi MOMJAMBIN B 1X MiLLKK 3 XepCoHe3y Ta
HopocTony, nponano. Kecap BeniB 3a4yLLINTN CUHA N OCNINUTKY 3ATA
naTpuuia Kanokupa, a cam 36upaeTbCcs iTU BiMHOIO Ha bonrapito. Ocb YoMy

npuixaanm Mn, KHA30, ocTeperTn Tebe i HaBKONLWHIX BnaraTu:

“lon, kHA3t0, 3 bonrapii, BepTancs Ha PyCb Ta AW NPUrigHOI XBUITMHW.
Mokun wo He 6narocnoBuTb 60Or HaWOMy rOCMOAMHOBI Ha NpecTo, Hi Tobi Ha
6onrapcbki BOMIOCTi. 3a)KA4iM, a 3a Kisibka NiT, NeBHO, 3HOBY Npuinge Haroaa
BiobuTn BTpadeHe! Ha nokas BiyHOI Apyx6bu Ta wmpoi ntobosi nocnnae Tobi
ocCb Ui gapun!"

CesATOCNaB HaBiTb He rNHYB Ha ckapbu, sKi 3/10)KeHOo y MOoro CTin, | Ha
aKi nacum okom ausunucs ®apnad Ta Baparu. Moro nuue nobnigno, a Ha

HOJ10 BUCTYIMWJ1a KPpMUBaBa, a>XX CNHA XKWJla, O3HaKa rHiBy.

— To Tak? — no4as TUXUM, XPUIMKKUM roN0CcoOM. — Takol cniBaeTe Tenep,
KON OPYXXUHHUKK MOl CTOATb 3a [lyHaem nig 6pamamu Pymenii? Hy, rapasa!
A He TArHy Kanokunpa 3a 6opony. Xoye... TO HEXaW, NPO MeHEe, CUONTb Y
HopocToni Ta nepebupae 4oTkM abo ige uinyBaTn KosiHa Kecaps i 3annaTuTb
3a HY>KOEHHE XNTTSA HOCOM Ta ByxaMu, si3ukoM abo oumma. 9 obingycs 6e3
HbOro Ta noigy cam gobysaTn HeB'siHY4OIl cnaBu abo cMepTi i caay Ha
npecTtoni cam abo normbHy! Kpawe camomy, onepwmncb 06 nepeso, 60poHUTHK

XXUTTSH, YAM MOBIPUTU NOr0 OXOPOHY TPYCOBi!

Monoc CeATOCNaBa Kpinwas B Mipy TOro, ik rosopus. lNpu cnosax "s
obinpycsa 6e3 Hboro" BCTaB i BUNPAMUB CBOIi MOFYTHI Fpyaun, iHavye

HaCTaBJIAtO4 N IX BOPOrOBI.

XNTPUI rpek 3irHyBCS e HUXKYe.



— Benukuinm kHa3o! — BianosiB. — KasniokKnp He AyMae HaBiTb MOKNUHYTU
PALIB OPYXUHW TBOEI A4OCTOMHOCTI i 3@ cebe He 60ITbCA. BiH Apv>XUTb nunwe
32 XWUTTS TBOE i TBOEI ApY>XMHN. ToMy bnarae Tebe Ak namsipHiwmnn gpyr,
o6 Tn He KnaaB CBOro 6e3LiHHOro XXNTTA y CTPalUuHi Hebe3nekn HepiBHOro
boto. [ipyra Harofa Moxke Nly4uTUCS, ane ApYyre XUTTH Hikonn. Konu
3ruHeTe, TU | APY>XXUHA, XTO X 000poHNTL Kanoknpa?

3 3a4yayBaHHAM rnssHyB CBATOCNAB Ha rpekaun B CYMHIBIi, YN He
CKpMBOMB NOro Nifo3piHHAM TPYCOCTIi, Ae NpoMoBAsAia TiNibkKn apy>xxba. Tomy

CKa3aB B)Xe narigHiwe:

— BepTan y JOpoCTO | CKaXkKu, WO g iay Tyanm 3 opy>XunHot. Kanokmp
Hexaln He 60iTbCAa 3a MeHe. Koaim caM roToBUW TMHYTU, HY, TO 3rMHEMO
obnpea — byne Beceniwe. A akwo nobignmo, 4oro HagitoCcsa, To NOCMIEMOCS 3
noro o6asu. Ckaku noMmy, LLIO 9K HEMa B CBIiTi cKapbiB, AKMMK MOXKHa 6un
MeHe KynnTun, Tak HeMa Ha CBIiTi Hebe3neku, ska 3gep>kana 6 MeHe Bif
HaMipeHOoro Ta BUpPILLEHOro Noxoay.

HN3eHbKO MOKAOHNAUCA NOCAN | BUALWAW. KHA3b CiB 3HOBY Ha CTifbUi i
3agyMaBcs, nepebupatoym nanbusamMmm TeMHUIA 4yb Ha BepLuKy roaosu. Bci
MOBYaU i NepewinTyBasnca HUWKOM. JlnweHb ®apnad NOKMHYB CBOE MicLe
Npu KHA3eBi i 3a nJae4Ymma BCixX NpaAMyBaB [0 ABepen 3a rpeubKnMu rnociamu.
3a HuM 3bupaBca oo Bigxoay i Mctmucnas, 60 HafdigBCS, WO CTPIHETHLCA 3

MNMapTeHieEM, — KON panTOM MOYYBCS FOJI0C KHA3SA:

— He Bigxoau we, ®apnade, NoC/yxXaeMo, WO CKaXKyTb Halli 3€MCbKi
6ospn Ta orHULWaHN!

Nnue ®apnada No4YepBOHIIO, Ha4ve y XJI0MuUSA, SKOro 3/I0BJIATh Y HY>KOMY
cany. BiH BepHyBCSH Ha CBO€E Micue, a McTncnas CKOPUCTaBCA i3 pyxy, KU
BUHUK MiX 3ibpaHuMuK, | CTaB HeJaneko asepen, Wwob BunTK we nepeq,
iIHWMMKW. Mi>XK TUM 3-noMixK 6osp BucTynue cTapuin NyTaTta 3 Kneea, HU3bKUNA,
3 KPUBUM HOCOM, LLLO, MOB KJ1IHOB XU>XOI NTULI, CTUPYaB 3 CyXOpasBOro,

onaJsieHoro BiTpamMum nmus.



— KHa3io CBATOCNaBe, — HavyaB. — MeHe Bubpann 3eMcbki rpomagmn
becinHukom, Wwob a noknas T06i Ha cepue barKaHHA NONAHCbKMX FPOMaA.

CedAToCnaB cTArHyB 6poBuM rpi3HoO, ase BiAMOBIB CNOKINHO:

— He rpomaan MeHe NoCTaBUAN KHA3EM, HE BOHU [al0Tb MeHi aHb Ha
Xapui s MOEI APYXKUHN, TOX | HE MOXYTb BUMaraTu, wob a 6ys iM Ha

BUCJYT .

— Lle npaBha, KHAXe, — cKa3aB Ha Te [lyTaTa, — KHA3b Irop xoamB Ha
nonogns i 3éupas 60pOLLHO, WKipK, BiCK Ta Mea. Tomy i ntobums Noro Hapog,
a noraHi nevyeHirn He 3abirasnn 0o Hac pik y pik. Irop NuabHyBaB 3eMi

6aTbKiB, | 3eMn4...

— Mokpwuna noro, BbUTOro gepesnsaHamu, — AOKIHYMB 3a NyTATY KHA3b.

— He 3emnga noro sbuna, a noro BJlacHa HeCUTb, — BiANOBIB 60ApPUH.

— NycTe ropoauw, NyTaTOl — KJMKHYB KHA3b. — IFrOp NnsbHYBaB Bac, i
BW BOMAIM NOro, a 3a pik-ABa CKa)keTe Le, Wo i Morauv rnoro sbutn 6e3 cyay,
60 X noro, Ak paba, rogysanu. 9 He pab, meHe rogyBaTun He byneTe, 9 caM
rogysatumy cebe i opy>KNHY OCb 4YuM!

TyT KHA3b yAapuB PYKOK MO PYKOATI Meya.

— KHsxe! — 3ayBaxxuB cTapun lNyTaTa NoBa)kHO. — 3Halo, WO TW Hac,
MUPHUX 3e€MNSAH, He nbuw i He cnyxaew — gobpe! Ane cusmnm BosoC
LaHYyBaTW € MOBUHHICTIO YCiX, Le 3aKOH Npaaifis, TOMy NOBUHEH i TN
BUCAyxaTwn, Wwo Tobi roBopsaTb CTapui TBOro Haponay!

KHS)XI OpYXUHHUKKN rnaHynm Ha CeATocnasa, 60 cnogisanncsa ogHoro 3
unx BubyxiB AUKOro rHiBy, nepea SsKMMm Tak yCi gpuxanu, ane o gueo!

KHS13b ONYCTUB FOJIOBY, MOTEP YOJI0 PYKOHO i 3aMOBK.



— MNpaBaa T804, 6aTbKy, — CKa3aB MO XBWUJINHI,— FOBOPMU, LLIO 3HAELL,
cnyxato!

— Cnyxan, kHa3to! Y Tebe wmpe, 3010Te, pyCbKe cepue, a He rpeubka
iob, Hi Baps3bKUN KaMiHb. TOMy i cam 3Ha€ewW, wo To6i He rpo3nTb Y Hac
cynbba Iropsa. Tu He Irop, a TBOS APYXXMHA, Le, N0 HanbinbLwin 4acTi, Takn
Hawi OiTn Ta BHyKW. Lle nae Ham npaBo 6a>kaTu cobi, wob BOHM rMHyNnn ons
nobpa pycbkoi 3eMJii, a He 4514 TBOEI nwe cnasnu. T Ha Noa a8 He Xo4uML,
HaM Higkoro gina no tebe, ane Hawi A4iTn r’MHYTb 3 To601O, a iIX BUrogyBaau
Mu. He kynunm mu tebe, He Kynue Tn ix. Y Tebe TBOE NpaBo, y HacC Hawe. Ocb
Bbayun, — [OKKN CMAIB Y ITKUNI XO3apCbKWIM 3ariH, 3pigKa NnokasyBasancs
JIWEHb NeYeHirn y Hawmx ctenax. Po3neTinnuca xo3apcbki nacTyxu rno
CXiQHMX MYCTUHAX, BUTMHYAN XxNibopobun Ta Kynui, ocTaBca cTen, a rno Tux
cTenax rynse€ opna. Tm cam, KHA>XXe, He pa3 i He ABa nobigme ix, Ta Wo 3
TOro? Tom camui rpim, Wo po3due Xo3apCbKy Aep)KaBy, OTBOPUB IM TaKOXX
BOpoOTa Ha Pycb. 36arHu, oT>xe, cBOiM po3ymoM, CBATocaBe, Wwo Tobi
pobuTn. He 0O KHA3A oue Kaxy, e 00 pycuHa-nonsaHuHa 3 Knesa.

CeAaToCnaB He BiAnoBiB 3pa3y 6osapuHOBI. BiH BOAMBNSABCA y NPOCTip o4MMa
HaTxHeHHoOro 6osHa, a gani no4as:

— bonrapis, MNepedacnaseub, lyHan, 3050Ta BizaHTia — ue pan! Konu s
iLLOB Ha X03ap, NeYeHiris, BATUYIB, Ba)KaB s MOKOPUTK 1X BaM Ha ChaBy, i
BOHW MOKOPUNCA nepepn BaMu. Bu ctanm cunbHiWmMMu Bif yCix Haponais
3eMJi, HaBiTb Bif Kecap4, 60 i BiH ApVXNTb Nepen HaMu y CBOEMY TepemMmi. Ta
Tenep xouy iTn Tyawm i B3aTm cobi bonrapcbky 3emnio, cobi i Bam. Lle
cepeamnHa 3eMsi MOE€i. Tam 301070, cpibs10, NOBONIOKY, WOBKK, 36pos, BUHO, a
3 Pyci xni6, puba, wkipa, BicK, Mmen i 4yenaab. TaM BUroga, A40CTAaTOK, COHAYHI
nons i nyru ceBiTNo i Tenno, ue Bosnoctb Oaxkbora. A Bam 4numani bapuui
NPUNOYTb 3 TOPriBAi Y LNX HOBUX 3eMnax. Moxe, Hi? Tox s 3006yany uen
Kpan, a 3a pik BEPHYCHA i NOKiHYY 3 MOraHUMu, ik NOKiH4YMB 3 X03apamu. Hy,
wo X, MNMyTato, BooBonBCA?

— Yu Tn, KHA30 nigew y Nepesicnaseub, Y TyT OCTAHELICS, Ha Le TBOS

KHS>XKa BOs1s, — BiAanoBiB [yTATa, OMUHaO4YM NpaAMy BiAMoOBiAb HA 3annUTaHHA,



— poO3Baxk nwie, Wo HifKi baraTcTBa He 3anaaTATb 3i BCO KPOB Ta C/1bO3MK,
LLLO NOJIIIOTLCA TBOEI NPUYNHN Yy CTenax i Ha [lyHai, BKiHUi yBaXkan, L00,
LUYKaK4M 4y>KO0i 3eMJi, CBOEI He BTpaTuB. Bennkoto € noacbka 3106a, a 3ni
AOPaAHWUKN | pigHY OUTUHY BMIiOTb NigubKyBaTn Ha 6aTbka, abo n ogHOro
pioHoro bpata Ha gpyroro. Tu, CBATOCNaBe, MOrYTHIN KHA3b, TaKNN, AKOro
He 6yno we Ha Hawin 3emMni, Ta NpoTe TV nAuwe 4onosik. LLLo byne giatuca y
TBOI 3eMi, KONn Hag Tobow BiANpPaBNATb TPU3HY? XTO yOEPKUTb B
nocnyxy 6onrap, xosap, BATUYIiB? TBOI CUHM HaBiTb A0 HoBropoga nTmn He
X04yTb, 60 iM 3aganeko... Tomy He cnif cobi We 4Yy>Xnx 3eMenb WyKaTu, a
3ibpaTn BNnacHy B 0gHY PYKYy Ta 3JIy4UTHN ii, 9K 3eMJi 0gHOI poanHnl

KHA3b CTArHYB 6poBU | XXAaB, BUOHO, HeTepnenunso KiHua 6ecign MNyTaTu.

Konun cTapeub CKiHYMB, NiAHAB PYKY Ha 3HaK, L0 X04e rOBOPUTH.

— CnyxauTe, lNyTATO, | BM, 60ApU: OOKU e KPOB KPaCcUTb MOE nnue
300poB’aM, Aoku [akbor noga€e cuay MoiM paMeHaM, a yaap Moro meua,
Ha4ve ypap lNMepyHa, TPOWNTb BOPOXKi Yepenun, 40TU He Bipto, Wob 3 MOoiX pyK
MOrJ10 BUNACTU KEPMO KHSAXKOI Bf1IacTi. Mol CMHW Ta IX BOEBOAW 3aCTYMATb
MeHe Ta CBITUTUMYTb BOpPOram 4y ByHTIBHUKAM Yy O4i MeYeM i Moxxexelo.
BOHU TBOPUTUMYTb TaKOX Y MOEMY iMEHi NpaBay NOASAM Ha CyAi Ta
NPUHOCUTUMYTb XepTBu 6oram 3a cebe Ta Hapoa. Konm a BepHYCb, — He
ckopiwe, — ocany B Knesi i 3pobsito yce Te, 4Oro xo4yThb Big MeHe 6ospu. A
MOKW WO Hexan uen, KoMy no 6aTbKOBI HIYOr0 HE HANEXNTbLCA Y CMaALWNHY,
Bi3bMe 3eMJ1l0, KOTPOI HiXTO He xo4e... Bonoaumupe, Tn bypews kKHA3eM y
HoBropogi, a BoeBoga LobpuHa gonomorxe T06i y npaBaiHHI, AKLLO He

BUCTa4YnTb TOBI yMinocTi.

Bonognmmp no4epBOHiB, NOro nNperapHi ovi 3aropinnca 6amckom. BiH
CTYNWB [1BA KPOKW Brepen, 34aBasiocs y nepLlinn XBUJnHI, WO KUHETbCA Ha
LN CBOEMY TaToOBi. Ta LoBpUHSA LWIenHyB NOMY Ha BYXO KisibKa CANiB, i
xnoneub YKNAK y €Tin 6aTbKa, KNagy4n pyKy Ha med, akmnm CBATOCNaB

nep><as y pyui.

— KnsaHycsa Ha lNepyHa, Beneca Ta Bcix 6oris 3emni, BOAKW, Ta NoBiTpA i Ha
Len me4, o60poHy i ONiKy BCiX, LLLO LWYKAOTb MPaBan Y XUTTI, LLO JOXOBaK



BipM KHA3€eBi Ta C/lyXxaTuUMy BCiX MOro HakasiB. Pyka Mos Ta rosiosa 3aBXau

OyoyTb TPYAUTUCA MO BOJI MOro, AOKM He po34innTb Hac Mapa-CmepTb!

CBATOCNaB MOKJ/IaB PYKY Ha Ky4epsBil FOsI0Bi CMHa i NigHIC 04i Ha Hebo;
MOB y MOMINTBI. [poboBa MoBYaHKa NaHyBana y 360pi, HaBiTb XPUCTUSAHMN,
AKNX ByJI0 TaM KiflbKa, MOBYau, NPOVHATI MOBAro XBUINHW. 34aBasioCcs,
O Hag L€ X10MN 54010 roNiBKoOK BysiEe HEBUANMO reHin ManbyTHLOro, Ta
HiIXTO He 3HaB, WO Le reHin ManbyTHbLOro BCi€l PyCbKOi 3eMJii.

VII. MEPLUI KPOKW

Konun nicnsa 3acifaHHA KHAXO0I pagn McTucnas BUALWLOB NMOANBUTUCS Ha
MapTeHis, He 3HaNWOB y>Xe 1noro, 3ate nobavms dapnacda, AKUN
OOMUTYBaBCA 3a FrpeubKMMU MOCaMM NOMIXK OPYXUHHUKAMUN Ta KYNUSaMN.
BoHW BiAMOBININ NOMY, LLLO NOCAU TaKW 3pa3y X Bif'ixanu YosHamn. McTucnas
4yyB LI0 BignoBiAb i 6a4mB, AK NOYEpPBOHINO 3 AoCaan nuue Bapsra. BiH
3aTUCHYB N'ACTYKWN Ta 3aKN8B CTUXa; aJie BiATak yaapus cebe pykoto ro 4oni
i, NIOCBUCTYO4MK, NiwoB Ao cebe.

"BugHo, BiH MaB gino go MNMapTeHiqa, — nogymas, Mosiogeub, — i, NeBHO,
3HaE, Ae BiH... aHy X 60, cnpobynmo wacta!"

| 3 noknoHoM npuctynuse o Papnada.

— AKwo 61aropoaHNN KOHYHI Ba>kae WBUAKOIO NocsaHUs, TO 9 A0XKEHY
4OBHM BepxoMm! — cka3aB. — A 6e3 cnyxbu Ta xniba, Bosovycs 3a baratumn
ngbMu i pago nocnyxxy Tobi.

dapnad neaBe rAsHyB Ha MOOALS | MW 3ripAHO NOTPSC rOJI0BOIO.

— Hi! — BignoBiB, — MeHi He Tpeba NocnaHLUiB, Hi CNyr 3 pyCbKOro

naemMeHi. A BNpOoYiM, He Tak-TO JIerko AOrHaTu Koro-Hebyab Ha BucTpin Tewii.

— A noxeny!



— He noTpeba, ian cobi! — 3acmiasca Papnadp. — bnaropoaHuin
MapTeHin Ta apab Papnad obinayTbca 63 Taknux nocnaauis, 9K TuU.

McTucnas noknoHuecA, ®apnad BigiNWoOB, NOCBUCTYIOYU, AanbLue.

Tak, 0T)Xe, He BOanocs MoJsioALeBi Ai3HAaTUCA Npo Micue, ne nepebysas
MapTeHin. 3aTe Ai3HaBCA, WO MiXK HUM | DapnadoM € 3HOCUHU | TO HacTi. Len
ycCnix 3a40B0JIbHUB McTucnaBa. Ko noMy BOACTbCA HE BTPATUTU 3 04en
®dapnada, To, NeBHO' Hanpe MNapTeHis, Ta 3a>Ka[a€ Bid HbOro paxyHKIiB 3a
NOro BYMHKW. ToAi 3apoannacs B AyLi Moioaus nocTaHoBa He NoknaaTu
3HaMgeHoro cnigy Hizawo y cBiTi. OBOB'A30K MOMCTHY 3a KpMUBAY BPIC Tak
rnMbOoKOo B NOro ayuly, Wo y nepuwin xsuanHi 3abys HaBiTb 3a 060B’A3KN,
HakK/MageHi Ha HbOro KHA3eM. Ane He3abapom Haragas cobi ix i 3pa3y X
CksaB nnaH Ain. Bigwykas JlioTa Ta nepefaB MOMY Ha NepexoByBaHHSA CBil
MeY Ta WOoJIOM, a CaM MilloB y ABOpMLLE Bapsrie, Ae HAaCTaBHUK pPa3oM i3
Yyenagnl 3axonmsca b6ing seyepi.

— Yoro 106i? — cnnTaB ABOPELbKMIA MONOALLS.

— 3 HaKa3y KHA349 NpUNMiTb MeHe MiX Yyenaab! — npocme McTucnas.

— XTO Tn?

— 4... 6ospuH!.. A XTO 4, ue He TBOE Aino!

MumoBONi Ta MUMO He[oCTaYi A0CBiAY, 3HANLWOB MOJI0AELb HAaUKpaLLUK
cnocib nosepfiHkM 3 ABipCbKUMU B0 goNn3amMun. [1BopeLbKUin oNBUBCSA
XBUJIMHKY Ha OOPigHY Ta CTPYHKY MNOCTaTb MOMOALUS, BKiHLI CXWUIUB rOJIOBY

MOKIPHO i CKa3aB.:

— Konu Tak, 1o naun, bnaropoaHun 6ospmHe, Ta pobu, Wo xo4ew, s npo
Tebe HiKoMy Hi cnoBa He cKaxxy. KnsHycb NepyHom!

| McTucnas 3anuLWIKMBCA MixXK ciy>kbol0.



Mpwv BeYepi 3acinno Jo cToniB NoHapj TpucTa Bapsaris. Papnad cmais cam
KiHeub CTOJ1a Ta BUAaBaB Haka3n. | xo4 Baparn manum 3sm4am barato nuTn
npw i4i, BiH NMB Mafno i CKOPO NOKUHYB KiMHaTy. Kosin BUNLLOB, BUC/IU3HYB 3a

HUM i McTucnas.

XoBalo4vuchb nomnig napkaHamu Ta ropamMmm MilKiB, BOBHSAHUX NOKpUBaIn,
cigen, NoMiXX ToBNamu cnasydmx abo cnosavunx Opy>XKMHHUKIB, CNigyBaBs
MOJlI0ZleLb 32 BOEBOAOIO BapAriB axk 40 NOCNiAHIX XaT, Ae npobirana synnus,
LLLO OTOYYyBaJla YBECb OCTPOr. 3a HEK DKUANCA yXKe nani YyacTtokonie. Papnad
CTaB Ha BiJIbHIN By uUi 1 ornsHyBcs. McTucnas npunas 40 3eMJi, ane 3-3a
BYr/la KpalHbOI XaTun, Nia SKO XOBaBCHA, CNiaMB BUCTPO 3a BOEBOAOHD. A
noesefiHka Toro 6yna cnpasai aMBHa. Cknaswun pykn goskona ycT, obi3BaBcs
TPUYi COBOIO. 3 XBUJIMHY NOYYNCA OecCb 3 BigAani Taki caMi 3ByKW, a To4i
®apnadp niginwos 0o 4actokony i 6e3 TpyaHolis BUA0OYyB ABa KiIKK, AKUMN
NpnbrneaHO Nani YHaCTOKOJy A0 NonepeyHux naTt. YHn3y 6ynm nani nigpisati,
a Hapi3n NPUKPUTO 3eMJiel0.

"apHo! — nogymas McTtucnas. — Taki YOTUpPKU nasni, i Npornaso MOryTHE

ropoauvuLe KUIBCbKMX KHA3IB".

Mixx Tum ®apnad 3aCTpoMUMB KiNkK MiXX Apyri nani, wob He norybunucs,
a caM niginwos aKpas 4o Ui€l XxaTu, Nig aKow YaiBca McTucnas, i BigKUHYB
3acyBy. BigTak cTtaB 06xoanTun xaTy AOBKONA, i HAarao ctepnJsa LWkKipa Ha
McTucnasosi... lomy Hikyam 6yno TikaTu. [loBKOAW BisibHE MicLe, a
HanbM>X4i MapkKaHu AOCUTb AaNeKo, — NokKu 3Mmir 6u nobirTn, NeesHo,

noba4yme 61 abo no4vys 6u Moro Baps4r.

3ipBaBcCs, oT)Xe, Ta piwmnB i cobi 06inTm xaTy OPYrol CTOPOHOID, Have
JsloBeub, WO Tikae goBkona rpyboro gepesa nepen Typom abo kabaHomM.

TUXNM, HEYYTHUM KPOKOM MYCTUBCS Y3L40BX CTiHM | AKpa3 KON CTaB
nepen TEMHUMU OBEPMU, NOYYSINCA FOIOCK NPU HacToKoi. OQHUM CKOKOM
BneTiB McTucnas 0o xatu. BoHa 6yna noBHa 6040K 3 pnboto Ta B'A3aHUX Y

3B0OI BOJ10BUX WKip. CaMe y Uil XBUIMHI BUALLIOB 3-3@ XMapW MicCsALb BIMOBHI i



PO3'SICHMB AeLl0 KPOMILWHIO MNiTbMY XaTW KPi3b By3€HbKi BikHa Ta BiAYMHEHI
nsepi. McTtnucnae negse BCTUN 3a0i3TU MiXK LLUKIpU Ta 3ax0BaTUCS 3a
HanbinbLoo BOYKO NPU BXOAI, KONW Y ABEPi BCTYNWUI0 TPOE MYXIB:
Q®apnad, MapTeHin i aknncek cnyra. Cnyra cTtas Npu 3acysi 3 paTuLLeM,
X0Bal4UChb 3a ABepuMa, a ABa APYri YBIMLWAN B XaTYy.

— Yun TyT Be3neyHO? — cnuTaB MapTeHin.

— 30BCiM, 1 XX CaM BiACYHYB 30BHi Li ABepi.

— lapa3a! Nanarisa no61arocnoBnTb AiN0 TBOE, LOCTONHUN

npoTocnaTapie!

— lMpoTocnaTapiemM 30BeLl MeHe?

— Tak! AKLWo yoacTbCa Hawe Aino, 3040Ti 1aTU Ta XBOCTAaTUN LWOJIOM
CTpiHe Tebe y LapCbKOMY XPi30TPiKAiHilO, Ha Le Ma€EL C/I0BO Laps IBaHa.

— Ha lNenb i HopHn, — ckpukHyB ®apnad, — Min me4 0o nocnyr

iMmnepaTopa!

— IMnepaTop He NoTpebye We Tenep TBOro Meya, a TBOEI rosioeu. OCb

To6i Bi, — HbOIr0 AAPYHOK i MATAHHA.

Y NiTbMi NOYYBCS BaXXKMN BPA3K 30/I0TUX MOHET Y LWWKIPAHOMY MiLLKY.

— CnipaBai, uapCbknn gapyHok! — BurykHys ®@apnad. — A Ternep CKaxu,
Npo Wo NMTaeTbCa Bosogap Cxony CBOro nportocnaTapia?

— Konu Buizgntb CBaTocnaB i3 Kueesa?

— 3aBTpa!



— Tak? B TakoMy pas3si cTapancs 3 TBOIM/ BapsiraMmu iTu nepenom, Koam
npungeTbca 6ina HeHacnTusa nepeTAraT YOBHU. Hawi CTeNoBi COIO3HUKMN
HamaayTb Ha 3a[HI0O CTOPOXY, Ae 3BM4anHO nepebyBa€ KHA3b. B BaoaBanTe,
LLLO HE 3HAETE | He YyETe, WO AIETLCS, | NPUXOLITb Ha PATYHOK 3amni3Ho.
3p0o3yMiB?

— ABXex! Ane XT0 3apyduTbCA HaM, WO HaLli CTenosi apys3i,
no36byBLUINCb BOpPOra, He 3axo4yTb No36yTuncs i CBiAKIB.

MapTeHin 3acmiaBcA.

— Mopymanm nuwe, npoTocnaTapie, wo iMmnepaTop Botoe y Cipil, Ta Wwo 3a
KOXXHY LiHY HanvMae xopobpunx BOSAKIB, AKi 6 cnyxann nuuwe 1noro, a BiH Ha
HUX Mir onepTtucs. MpuTtim One NapfapC30H, Bapa3bKUM reTepiapx, nomep Ha

FHUY Fapsyky...

— O 6orun! ConomM’saHoO cMepTHO!

— E, Hi! ToBapuwi NpoTaamM NOMy XU, asne Noro Micue He
obHacag)xeHe. XTO iMnepaToOpoOBi NpuBeae KiibKacoT Bap4ris, Ton byae
reTepiapxom...

— 3ropa! — ckasaB ®apnag. — Jluwe ogHOro He BUMMaranmTe Big MeHe.

— Yoro came?

— Ak poBro Ay cnyxbi CeaTocnaBa, Tak 4OBro He NifinMyTb Hi 4, Hi MOI

JIIOAN PYKW Ha HbOro camMoro. Ha noro BosixiB MOXXeMo0, Ha HbOIro CamMoro Hi.

— Po3ywmito, — BignosiB lNMapTeHin, — ue rapHo, Lo BU TaK BipHO
CJIy>KNTe CBOIM NMaHaMm. TUM Kpallue npuinme Bac imnepaTtop IBaH y pagn cBoixX

BiCbK.



— Konu X BU BUDKAXKAETE y XepCcoHes?

— 3apa3! A Ha Tebe XAaaTMy B AaBHiX TepMax Ha binomy 6epesi, AKLW0
Hamnafg He ygacTbcsa. Tam obrosopumo, o pobutun gani.

— Ara! 3Ha4uTb, BM He Oy>Xe MeBHi CBOro.

— Yce B pykax 6ora Ta cBATUX noro! — BianosiB No6o)xHO MapTeHin. —
Yacom pae BiH nobigy i noraHum, wob nokapaTu 3a rpixm XpUCcTusH. Tomy He
Tpeba HagTo HagiATUCA Ha cnabi noackbki cnnn. XKay tebe, oTxXe, y CTapux
Tepmax. Hy, 3 6orom!

— Xan 6oru 3inn10Tb Ha iMNepaTopa Ta Ha Tebe yci bnara Asrapay!
Hexain nobifa ife 3a HUM KPOK Yy KPOK, a nepen HUM xan TCop MOJIOTOM
NPOTOPUTbL NOMY Aopory!

Obupea BMULWAK 3 XaTW 1 NoNpAMyBaan 40 Aipy Yy NapkKaHi. Have 3
raps4oi Kyneni, BUCKo4YMB i McTucnas i cTpinoto nobir y "Hanpsmi Tabopy
CBATOCNABOBOI APYXUHW. 3 FPUOHWLI BapAris 4oNiTas ramip n’'saHUX rosocis,
Ha Mopo3i cnAiB HaCTaBHUK Ta NPUKNaLaB 00 3aKPUBABJIEHOI O Y0J1a X0J0OHY
BoAYy. KOTPUWNCH i3 rpnaHIB KUTHYB Y HbOIM0 OKYTMM POrom Ta Habus nomy

KPWUBaBOIro CMHsAKa. MCTMCNaB CMUHUBCA MPU HbOMY.

— Jle KHA3b? — cnuTas.

— Y cebe, cnnTb, He xoan Tyau. BiH TaM caM 3 )XOHOIO, CUHOM Ta
HobpuHeto. HasiTb Apyri BoeBoAM He NAYTb TYAW Y TOM 4ac.

Ane McTuncnas He cnyxaB CiiB ABopeLubKoro, nuwe 6ir gani. Y noro
rofloBi ryfino, Hade y ManHi. baTbKo Ta Noro rpowi, BUKyn O0OBry, MecTb Hafg
MapTeHieM i KasloKnpoMm, rpeLbko-Bapa3bka 3M0OBa, MYXHICTb Ta
6naropogHicTe CBATOCNABA i XUTPICTb LIMMicKia — yce Te Milanocs y ronosi
xnonus, aSKnn cnpashi barato gevyoro y>ke no gopo3si nobayms i HaBYMBCH, Ta

Taku We He NPUBUK A0 TaKOl KiJIbKOCTi NoAin i BpakeHb.



Mpwv BXxo#i y ABOpULLE KHA3S CTOSAJIa CTOPOXKa, | Yy HEl NoNpocuB
McTucnas nponyck. CTopoxka He XOoTijsla Noro NponycTuTKy, AyMatodu, Wwo ue
3BMYaMHMM cobi i3rom, Wo NpoCcuTb NMPaBAN Ha CBOrO XXOPCTOKOIO MNaHa.
BapToBi BignpaBasam noro oo Tucsaubkoro abo oo soesoais, 60 3HaAn, wWo
Kaa3b NoTpebye CNoYnHKY. McTucnas He BCTYMNUBCSA, 34MHMUNACA CBAPKa;
BKiHLI BIiAYMHNANCSA ABEpPi Ny TeMPSBi MOYyBCA A3BIHKMN, a Tak fobpe

BiAOMUNI YCiM rON0C:

— A Wwo TaM Take npu Bxoai? NMonunncs, KoTorn?

Y ronoci uboMy 3By4aJsia BeCesiCTb, ika 3BM4alHO oropTaJsia KHA34 nepeg

BUMNpPaBaMu.

— Hi! — BignoBiB BapTOBUN. — AKUNCbL i3ro HACUJILHO NPEeTbCs A0

BALLOI KHS>XXOT MUJIOCTI 3 SKUMCb [iJIOM.

— MycTn noro, 4yew? I3roto, 4n gk Tebe Tam... Xoam ciogn! — MNpuTbMOM
KWHYBCSA MOJslogelb A0 KHA38 Ta 0OHAB NOro KoJliHa.

— 3rafan, KHA310, TBOE C/IOBO HUHI paHKOM. MNMpuHowy To6i BICTi, AKMX Hi
TW, Hi 4, HIi XTO APYrvn He HafisBCA. Big HUX 3anexunTb yce — 4ecCTb, CJ1aBa,

a HaBIiTb XXNTTS KaraH BCi€i PycbKoi 3emi.

KHA3b BiANpaBUB OOHUM PYyXOM PYKU BapTOBUX i BIAYMHUB OBePI

KiMHaTW.

— Xoaoun! — cka3as.

BBinwn y npocTopy, ajse HU3bKY CBIT/INLIO, BUCTENIEHY KUJMMaMu Ta
o6BilaHy 3010700 | CpibHOI NMocynoto i 36poe€to. Y KyTi ropiB y KOMUHI
BeceJIM OroHb 3 CMOJISHUX APOB, @ B iHLLIOMY CTOSi/1a BUCOKA i LUMPOKA

NneXXaHkKa, BucTteJsieHa BeaAMeXO0 LWKYpPOoio.



Mpn HN3bKOMY CTONIi, HA AKOMY CTOSIB Be/IMKUA A306aHOK Meny Ta CpibHi
Yapku, cnais JobpuHa i Bonognmup, a 6ing nedi ctosna rapHa, HeBesnM4YKa
POCTOM XiHKa 3 HDKHUMW pucaMun nnua Ta BecenmMmm odmMa. Bei Tpoe
LWMPOKO BigKpuMAK oYi, kKonu nobavyumnm monogus y 3abpygHeHomy oassi. Ane

CBATOC/1aB 3aCMifABCH.

— He 6inTecs, nobi, uboro xsonus, ue 6pat MnagaHa, wo Tebe,
Bonoavmupe, yumB meTaTu paTuLLEM 3 KOHSA. BiH Tenep 3 6oramu pagie y
Bupal, a noro 6pat ocb Mi>K HaMu.

Monopna iHkKa 3iTXHyna.

— KpuBaBa TB0oS cnaBa, CBATOCNaBe, — CKa3aJjla, HaXMypUBLLUUCb, — Ta
n, Bigan, 3ibpaB Tn ii xiba AOCMTb Ha CBOEMY BiKy. He mocupaiB 6u BXe pa3
gomal

— Xa! Xai — 3acMmifBCA KHA3b Ta NornaanB KpyrieHbke niabopinns
XKiHKN. — baynw, akoro Tobi cmHa-cokona nogapysanu 6orn? To gna HLOro
TPYAUTUCH MyLy. KoM 9 3aMKHY 04i, NOCArHYTb No HoBropoai i nnToBUi, i
yyau, i dpononk, i Oner, He ycuaitn TaMm Bonognmumposi. OCb 1 X04y oMy
[00yTn LapCTBO Kpalye 3a iHWi, LapCTBO AyHanNCcbknx 6onrap. A He xo4y,
wo6 6paTw Big NepLuoi MOET XiHKK Ka3ann nomy: "Tu, "pobuyny”, cnyxatu
HaC NOBMHEH, a He MK Tebe". T cama 3Ha€EL, WO BiH CUAbHILLIWA | MyApiLLINA

BiZ cBOiX 6paTiB.

— O, Tak, ue npasga! — nocniwnnaca niaTeepanTn Manywa i 3
MaTEePUHCbKOK FOPAICTIO MOKJasna PyKy Ha Ky4YepsBin ronisui raHa.

Mixx Tum [lobpunHSA NiacyHyB monoauesi Kybok meay, i Luen, BUNUBLUN,

ornpaBnBCcA LLBUOKO.

— Po3ka3yun-Ho, McTucnaBse, CBOI BiCTi,— CKa3aB BKiHLi KHA3b, — a TH,
Manywe, nanv HaMm Le40ro nonoicTu.



McTuncnaB 4yBaB He pa3, Wo CBATOCNAB XUBUTLCSA JINLLIEHb NeYeHUM
M’COM Ta XNiboM, a HiISKMX NPUCMaKiB He BU3HAE, ajie He AyXe Yy Le BipuB.
Tenep nepecsig4nBCS, WO TaK € CripaBai, Ta WO HaBiTb MOJIOOUN KHA3b
Bonognmup y ubomy 30BCiM Ha 6aTbKa CXOXXNIN. KHATMHA 3HANA 3-Haf
BbaraTTa YMMano NPyTUKIB 3 KyCHAMN CMa)keHoi bapaHuHM i nogana ix Ha
TPiGBHOMY NONYMUCKY KHA3EBI, @ LLe BPYYMB KOXXHOMY MO O4HOMY, HE

BUKJIKOYaAo4YM | McTtucnaBsa.

— Ik, BpaTe, Konn Bygew cuTum, Kpalle poskaxkew. A Tu, JobpuHe, He
nobuw Takoi iam, ToX 3K nmwe Npo OKO 0AMH KyCeHb. BXe i Tak Manywa

KPUBUTbLCSA, WO A NPUAMaI0 FroOCTeN No-CTENOBOMY.

HobpuHa 3acmigscsa, Manylwa Baapuaa KHA39 MasleHbKOK PyYeHbKOLO Mo
M’AKi YynpWHI, a BiATak yCi NpUNHAINCA 3a igy. HaeiTe Ha BigHoro isros-
McTucnaBa foy>xe nobpe nodise Len secenun i WMpUn poanHHUA HaCTpIn, i
BiH 3i CMaKOM IB )XapeHe M’'sCo, 3arpusatydm xnibom.

Konu 3akiH4unum BCi iny, McTncnas no4vas po3ka3sysaTu. B Mipy
OMNOBiAAHHSA XMYPINIO NNLE KHA3A, XBUASMU Habiranm >xXunm Ha noro 4oii,

BKiHLi BOApuB pyKot 06 CTifNl i 3aCMiBCA TUM CMiXOM, SKMM CMIETbLCSA BOPOT.

— To, 3Ha4YUTb, — CcKa3zaB, — Hukudop i Kanokup nowmTtn meHe ba>kanu
y AypHi?

— Tak BOHO BUXOAUTb, KHA310, — BignoBiB JobpuHa. — biga nuwe, wo
cami nowwnnucs, 6o bonrapia Teos, Hukndgopa sbunun, a Unmickin tebe
boiTbCH.

KHA3b 3aQyMaBcH,

— MepLw ycboro, — cKasaB Mo XBUJIMHI— HaJIeXXUTbCA NoAgsKa LbOMY
i3ro€Bsi 3a BipHY cny>x0y. Konum y HbOro Taka pykKa K rososa, To CTapui
Iropis CBMHENbA HAaWLWIOB HacNigHWUKA. Ane Npo 3anjaTy NoAYMA€EMO ax 3a



noporamu. Tenep gan nomy, Manyuie, ske He XXiHO4Ye HAMUCTO, ajie Take,
o6 Nnoka3lyBasio TBOK BAAKY 3a BPATYBAHHSA XUTTSA TBOEMY CBATOC/1ABOBI.

Manywa, 3 o4en Kol BXKe Bi AOBLUOIroO Yacy nagasauv csbo3u, a ycta
ApvKanu 3 Nnepensiky Ta 3BOPYLLUEHHS, BioXunana Bika Benukoi, baratmmm
y30paMu NMpuKpalleHoi CKPpUHi Ta Bnaobyna 3 HbOro 30JI0TUN NaHLUor 3
BEJIMKUM 0APMOBICOM. Y KOXXHI NlaHLi ropis caMoUBIT, @ Y AapPMOBICi KiflbKa
nepnie i BeMKUN cMaparg. BoHa noeicuna ue Ha Wuo MOo4LEBI |
rnouinysana Noro B 40J10.

— Ue, cnHy, T0b6I Big XiHKK 3a cnaciHHA MyXa. | He i3roem T06i byTu, a

CTaApLUMM MiXX FPUOHSMMN.

HobpuHa 6y 3BOpyLLIEeHNI, Bonoanmmp AnMBMBCA 3 NOSMBOM i MOLLAHOO
Ha MOJI0O0ro, a TaK y>Xe 3acjly>KeHoro xJsonus, a CeaTtocnas ynapus cebe

PYKOIO MO KOJIiHI Ta, BAAHO, Y4MCb BeJIbMU TilLMBCA.

Jlnwe McTuncnas Nno4YepBOHIB.

— MnnocTuBUN KHA3I0 | TN, AOCTONHA KHATMHE, — BiAMNOBIB TPEMTAYUM
rOI0COM, — He Ha Le A po3Ka3aB BaM MOt npurogy, wob y3atu Haropoay. A
xo4yeTe MeHe obnapyBaTu, TO BXXe obgapynTe ceBobonoto Big Porpas, ane
itowo Ui ckapbu? Llen naHutor — ue MarHo. A 1 3a Ha)KNBY He CITyXY.

CBsAATOCN1aB MOKJ1aB NOMY Ha MJeye pyky.

— Lle He HaXxmBa, xJsion4e, a 3HaK BASKW Big goporol Moel Manywi ans
Tebe. Lo T cBOBigHMI, TO Ha Te Halla KHs>XXa BNacTb GOPOHUTM
npurHobnenmnx. Lle To6i HanexuTbCa i ue T ogep>xas. A Npo Haropoay
norosopumo onicsd. OCb TN KpaLllie po3ka)ku ManyLli 3a CBOKO pigHIO, a A a
HNobpunHeto nopadxycb, ik 6 To 3aBTpa yJaguTn noxia.



Monopeub po3ka3syBaB KHArMHi 3a 6aTbkKiB, 6paTiB, Porgas, Kanuny,
BnacTa i Hi4oro He npuxosas, 60 6a4umB, Ak cniB4yBa4MM Ta fobpum 6yno
cepue Li€l XiHKN | MaTepi repois.

| 4OBro B Hi4 paguamncs Wwe KHA3b, HAUCTapLmMn BOEBOJA | HAMMO104LWNIA

rpUaeHb.

VIII. HA NMOPOIAX

Cnigyto4oi HUHM BAOCBITa KHA3b. CBATOCNAB NiLOB 3 YCi€l pigHeto Ta
ApY>XUHOIO Ha beper [Hinpa. TyT BoaxB [lepyHa NMpUHIC KOHSA B XXepTBY
B6orosi, a XXepTOBHOIO KPOB't0 OKPOMNMB Yalkun Ha piui. BiaTak ynopaakysas
KHA3b APYXUHHUKKIB. [lonepeny ixann Ha AeCATU Yalkax Bapsrv pa3om i3
BinbWKMM pyCbKUM BigAiNOM, SKUA MaB NepeTaraTn YOBHM Yyepes noporu. 3a
HUMWN NN NONSAHW | AepPeBIAHU, OMicNa — CiBepsAHU Ta A0MOMIDKHUN Bigain

4YopHMx Bonrap i BaTuyiB. Mo3any — TmBepUi 1 ynunyi.

KoXxHe 3 nneMeH, AKi 3acentoBanun LWWMPOKY i poady PycbKy 3emiio,
nocnano Bubip CBOEI MoNoai y BiNCbKO KHA34. Yce ue 6ynn nobpoBonbLi, SKi
30mpanncsa nig pyKkorw repoivHoro sosnogdapsa AobyBaTn cnasu y gasiekoMmy
Kpail. MoryTHboto Ta 6baraTot 6yna Pycbka oep>kaBa, i HIXTO 3 CyCifiB He Mir
in popiBHATUCL abo cTaTh anda Hei Hebe3nekoto. Tomy yci, wo 6akann
BOEHHOI CNaBun, MW 3a KHA3eM y bonrapito. HixTo Hepobavas e |
He[OoOLiHIOBaAB AK CNif NeYyeHi3bkoi Hebe3snekn Ta He abaB Npo o6opoHy

cTenis.

CesATOCNaB HaBMUCHE MyCTUB Bapsris ynepen, a cam ixas cepep yundis,
Yy KOJli COTHI BUBpaHUX APYXUHHUKIB, HA CaMOMY KiHUi noxoay. Nopsaaok,
AKMA BU3HAYEHO NepLuoi AHNHW, MaB 3aJMWATUCL | Ha ManbyTHE. Ane oCb
yepes ABa AOHi 3'ABMBCA MiXK OPYXXUHOK KHA3a Papnad, aKnn npuixas
3annTaTUCA, YU KHA3b He 3pobunTb Akux-Hebyab 3MiH Y pO3CTaHOBL

ApyXuHn. Ane CBaTOoC/1aB BiAMNOBIB:



— Hi, 3miH He byne, ion, 5K YMOBUBCSA, NMepesoM i He XXYPUCA Mpo ue, Wwo
AiaTnMmeTbCa 3a Tobow. CTapanca goixaTn YNMAOYX 00 XepcoHe3y Ha
YMOBJI€HEe MicLe.

®apnad noknoHmecs. O, 9kbn BiH OyB 3HaB, siKe 3HAa4Y€HHS MatoTb Li
cnoBa! Te came cka3aB NOMYy HeflaBHO lMapTeHin i TO Ma»xe TUMU CaMUMU

csioBaMn.

Konu Bapsar Bif'ixaB, KHA3b BUAaB MCTUCNABOBI KiJibka Haka3siB, ane Tak,
LLLO HIXTO iX HE 4yB, KPiM CaMOro MosioAus, i 4aB NOMYy NepcTeHb 3 pybiHOM
Ta ABOMa nepnamu. PybiH i aBa nepnn, ue 6ys 3Hak CBaTOCNaBa, BiooOMUN
YyCiM NOro NoJIKOBOALSAM.

McTuncnaB noixaB yrnepen ycnig 3a ®apnadom axk 40 Neplinx YOBHIB, Y
AKMX IXannm NnonsHN. 3a Nopaaoto BoeBoAiB, Bubpas cobi McTtucnas
Hanxopobpiwmnx i 3annMWwmnBCa 3 HUMK No3any. Te came BYMHMB McTucnas i 3
IHWKUMW gpy>XnHamu. BoeBoaun amByBanmncs, Ha WO KHA3EBi came
Hanxopobpiwmnx BOAKIB, 0gHAa4Ye He NPOTUBUINCS, | KON Haf'IXaB KHA3b,

McTuncnaB »XOaB NOro Ha 401i KilbkaCcoT HangobipHilWKX MonoaLis.

— bpaTTa i gpyXmnHo! — ckasaB g0 Hux Ceatocnas. — CnyxanTey
BCbOMY McTucnaBa BoecnaBoBuya, Ak cnyxanm 6 meHe. Ha ue Mosa KHsXa
BosiA. BiH noBefe Bac y XepcoHe3, a TaM BepHeTeCb 3HOBY [0 CBOIX
BOEBOAIB!

Lle cka3aBLumM, noixaB gasi, a BCe OTOYEHHS KHA3S | CaMi APY>XXNHHUKMN
McTucnasa namanm cobi rosnosy, WO Le 3a MOJIoAeLb Ta SKa NOro posib. Ane
y McTtucnaBa He 6yn0 ropaAoBUTOCTI, i BCi moBavymnu, Wo ue He € HiSKui
nobumeub KHA34, nwe 3Bu4anHnim cobi HavYanbHUK BiaOiny, SKUn cam,

MOXXe, He fyXe i paj, WO MyCUTb CaMOCTINHO OpyAyBaTU BINCbKOM.

| cnpaBAi, HakKa3n KHA38 Bynun ACHI | TOYHI. MCTUCnaB MaB SKHaKpally

BOJIIO, ajie BCEe-TAaKN KHA3b Hapa)KyBaB XUTTHA — Lel HanZopoXK4mnin ckapb



PycbKkoi 3emni. BiH, McTucnas, maB 6yTu cTopo)xem Lboro ckapby. HegnsHo,
OTXXe, WO BeCb Yac NPOXo4uB y HbOro, MOB Yy rapsyui.

HYoBHM NAMAKM TUMYaCOM 3 BOA4OI. Bapsarm nonepeny, 3 3@ HUMUN iHLLUI
APY>XXMHWN, KOXKHa npo cebe. Mixx noognHOKUMK Bigginamm 6ynm ynmani
BIACTYNM, TaK WO BBECb MoOXig po3Tarascs Mamxe Mmuaw. Nopagok uen
3aBeeHOo ToOMY, Wob YOBHUM 3 MOXKMBOIO, AKY Be3aM 3 CoOO0I0 APYXKUHN, He
nepemiwyBanmncs 3 iHWKWMW, HE HAI3AMIN OOWUH Ha O4HOM0 Ta He

crnpuyYnHioBanm besnanas.

AKX OCb MOYYBCS 34aJ1eKa ryk Ta WwyMm Boau, ska po3bmueanacsa ob
rpaHiTHI ckeni — ue 6ynm noporun. OCb TyT NoYanaca onsa SPY>KUHU
CeaTOCNnaBa HaNTsK4Ya nNpaus. Yepes geski noporun nepeisguam ymino
yNULUbKi KepMaHuyi 3 yciMm Habopowm, Yyepes iHwi Tpeba 6yno nogen Ta Habip
nepeso3nTn Beperom, a Amwe NOPOXKHi YHOBHU CrJiaBatOBav BOLOK BHU3.
MomMixk ckenacTumMm naBaMu noporis Oysa 3aBXXauM cMyra CrokinHiwol Boawu, i
3aBaHHA KepMaHN4YiB Nonarano cage B Tomy, Wob nNpoBecTu TyamM HOBHW.
Ane ue He 3aBXXAu BOaBasoCH, i Kilbka YOBHIB po36bunocs Takm o6
BUCTynatoui nasun. Npasga, Le He CNMHIOBaNO Noxony, LOKU HaaBeYip He
[oixann opy>XnHu KHa3a CeATocC/1aBa 40 N'AToro nopora — HeHacutus.

TyT CNUHNANCA YCi YOBHU, @ APYXUHHUKMK CTanu TabopoM Ha bepesi.
Ynepuwe Bifg Buizgy 3 Kneea 3ibpanucsa Bigainn 3HoBy pa3oMm i nepeHo4yBaau
BKYyNi. YNC/IeHHI OrHi 3anananam y TUXOMy BeYipHbOMY MOBITPi, asie BeCenocCTi
He 6yno y 36opi. Bci Ti TncA4i monogux niogen He 6osamca Hiskoro sopora,
Hi Hebe3nekn, ane y BCix oaHakKoBot Byia o6epexxHiCTb Nnepen TEMHUMM
cunamm YopHobora — Mopoka Ta Noro giten.

Konucb gaBHO CMH MoryTHboro 6ora Hdax6ora OHinpo nane cobi
CMOKiNHO Yy PyCcbke MoOpe rnaakor CnokinHOW XBuaern. Y noro sogax
BioabmBanun ACHi 30pi, KHA3b-MiCALb Ta CBATE COHLE CBOI CBITNAHI nus. Toaiy
rnnbokin Boai NnocTasasio Apyre camso, Wo 6amwano Ta ACHiNo, Xxo4a He
rpino. Lle 6yB Ha4ye coH npo Hebo y rnnbuHi Boan.



| no3aBuaysaB 6or nitbMu, YopHobor — Mopok, 3/106HUN cTenoBun OunB
cnaBi axbora i ctaB nepebiratn gopory XopcoBi CipM CTEMOBMM BOBKOM.
Ane Ha4e ygap 3 6aTora, yaapus NOro NpoMiHb i3 ACHUX 04en. 3aBuB,
3ackasynis [1MB BOBYMM rOJSIOCOM i NMPOBAINBCA Yy 3eMJ110. AXX BUNLLOB YHOUI
Hapg BoAay, Wob ii CAMHNUTK, ane cTpawHnnm 6nCK 3ip, Wo caann y aAsepkani,
OoC/NiNMB NOro. Y CKakeHin NtoTocTi nposannecsa Oue, i 3HOBY YCi CTBOPIHHSA
3padinu, 60 gymanu, Wo HaBiKM 3HUK y>XKe 3 CBiTY 6aTbKO yCbOro 3710ro Ta
yCi€i noraHi. AXX OCb rno4vaJsia BOPyLNTUCHA 3eMNSa-MaTN Ta KNOATN BesINYe3Hi
Banun 3emni. Lli Bann penanuncs, Hade 60519KM, a 3 HUX BUCYBaINCA L0 COHLSA,
0o Xopca-La>kbora 4opHi pyku, wob nopBaTn COHAYHUN KPYT Ta
3anpoTopuTun y nigsemesnnia. KnuHys Xope CBOIMM NPOMEHAMU Ha TeMHI CUInN
Mopoka, 6e3cnabHO onasam NPOCTArHEHI PYKU YOPHMX MOTBOP. iX Tina
NOBaJININCA Ha 3eMJII0 | BKpUAK 1i 4OBrMMWN psagaMun, CKaMeHIinnx Tys10BULL, —
XXYNaBLEBUMN CKeNsAMWN. 3ansarav BOHU | B pyCli pikn, asne Bofa Boapusa Ha
HUX 3HU3Y 3 CTpaLlHOO, HernobopumMoto cunoto aobpa, Wo Nnobmeae Nnxo i,
NPOJIOMUBLUM YOPHI 3Bann, npobuna cobi wnax y mope. OgHaye nig ummu
CKaM'aHINMMKN TpyrnaMun LiTen YOpHOI CUJIN He CNUTb BOHA CaMa, Xxo4a W He

nocmie ctatun cynpoTu 6inoi, scHoi, gobpoi cnnun.

Ane 3pagsMBo, KpaAbKoMa, KOJIN HIXTO Mpo ue i He oyMae, BUPUHAKOTb
nepen o4MMa rnaaBLUSA YOPHi CTPaLUHiI PpyKu i nopuBatoTb HeobepexHoro y
6e304HI0 cepen CKa)XeHOro peroTy BCix Aiten YopHoro 6ora. Tomy He pa3y
[aBHIX Yacax Kyrui Ta BOSAKN NPUHOCUIIN Y XXepTBY TEMHUM cusiaM pabis,
KOJIN NpUi3gnnam Ha noporun. He pobus uboro Ceatocnas. e MoxHa byno,
Tam 6opoBCA 3 HUMU | Nepemaras, e rogi 6ysno HagiaTUCL Nnepemoru, Tam
Haka3yBaB BOsKaM iTn beperom.

Kono HeHacnTus 3aHOYyBanu BCi APYXKUHW, KpiM BapsArie. Lli nepeTtarnn
CBOI YOBHW y>Ke 3 MonyaHs, a Haasedip 6ynn Bxxe 3a noporom. Mpu
BOrHULLAX PO3CIiINCA nLe caMi pyCbKi noaun. Yci MoBYkM noinm, wo 6or nas
Ha Be4Yepto, a BiATaK nonaranm cnaTtn. BapTu He cTaBuB HixXTO, 60 HaBITb
rneyvyeHirn 3Hanm Npo CTpawHux ayxie HeHacuTus i boanumcs ix. HaBiTb BAEHb
bosnnca poizgntn 0o camoi Boaun, 60, MOBISAB, XTO 3a4MBUTLCA Y CKaXKeHi
BUPW Mopora, Toro BiH i HEBUAMMOIO CUJI0I0 NipBe Ta 3iTpe y CBOEMY

KaM'siHOMY MJIVHI.



HagiTb cam CBATOCNaB He CrniBaB Ta He BeCesNnBCSA, 9K Le y Hboro byBasno
npwn noxogax. NoBa>kHO AOrpu3aB KyCeHb M'aCa Ta 3anvBaB NMUBOM, a MOro
BOEBOAW CUAINN MOBYKM NMOPYY HbOro. Noeeyepsasin, notep 4yba nebenoto
PYyKOto i nornaHys Ha 36ip.

— A wo, bpaTTa BOeBoAM! NOCTpi Hawi Medi Ta cNNCKU? — cnNMTaBs
CYBOPUM, Pi3KNM FOJI0COM.

Ycix npowunb ctpax. HeBxe x CBAToCcNaB 6epeTbCs BOIOBAaTN MEYeEM 3
AnsomM-Mopokom?

— locTpi, KHA310, — BiflKa3aB 3a YCiX ciBepCcbkni BoeBoda LLIBapHo, —
Ta, 6ay, He 3HaTK, Ha KOro HaM 3HATK IX NpuaeTbLCA. Bopora Hema!

— A ocb Tam!

TyT KHSI3b BKa3aB PYKO Ha BinaBy niHy, AKy CKa>keHitoya [HinpoBa

XBWJid BUTOpPTaJia 3 CBOIro HyTpa Ta BUIMJIbOBYBaJla Ha CKenucTun 6eper.

Bci 3apy6inn i 3aMoBKAN. 3 CYMHIBOM FASHYIN OAWH Ha OQHOrO 3 HIMUM

MATaHHAM Yy 04aXx, YN, MOXKe, 3/1i AyXW He NoMiann rnysny KHA3esi.

— bopucsa, KHA3t0, 3 NoabMU! — ckasas No XBUANHI MOBYaHKK LLIBapHoO.
— Ane pyxam pganm cnokin, 60 ix He nobopels mevyeM, Hi CNMCOM Ta He
3axXMCTULLCA WKToM. [lyMan npo monutey abo xepTBy, He npo 6in, a AKLWO

He xo4yell MOIMTUCSH, TO MOBYM, HE BU3MBAWN TEMHUX cui, 60 Tn He Bor.

— Xa, xa! — 3acMmifBca KHA3b 3/106HO0. — 3Haw A nobpe, Wo Tak €, 9K
Ka)kew. Asie 4n T AyMaeELl, WO TEMHI CUN TULe Y HEHACUTEeLbKNX
NponacTax BOPOrytTb Ha CBITJI0, Ha COHUeE i Ha Aobpo? Ak nig umm
CBATUMW XBUNSAMU KPUIOTbCS YOPHI pyKn OMBOBUX YyO0BULL, TaK cepen

BiPHOT KHS>XXOT Yy>XUHN YaiTbCA... 3paja.



Haye rpim yoapus panTtoM cepepf 3ibpaHnx. Bci nozpmsanncs, nmus
MnoYepBOHIIN, 3abnnwanmn oyi, a Meyi 3 310BilWMM 6JIMCKOM BUCKOYNN 3

MiXoB.

— Ak-10? Wo T0? XTO 3paams? Koro? [le BiH? Tonopom 3no04ia!.. Y Bogy!
B rHOiBKY nig rpatn! — BUryKyBan BOEBOAU, MPUCKOYUBLLW 00 KHA3SA, AKUN

HEerMopYyLUHO i CNOKINHO CUAIB, CNepLn PyKN Ha Meu.

— XTO 3paaus, 3Halo, — BiAMNOBIB BOEBOLAM, — i MOro TyT HeMa. Lo byne
nani, nobaynTe. A NOKU LLLO HEXAW KOXKHUI 3 BaC, NepeBOIKLUN YOBHU Y
BoAy, 36epe BCix CBOIX BOSKIB i CTA€E Bif PikKM a)k A0 NiCy B 3BUYANHOMY
nopsaaky.

TyT NOKa3aB Ha TEMHY CTiHy JliCy, WO NpoCcTAraBcs nopy4 beperay
JeskKin Bignani Big BoaOwn.

BoeBoaun MmoB4Yanun. Ak-To? Y BiNCbKY KoIacsa 3paja, a BOHM Npo ue
HIiYOro He 3HanNn? A MoXXe, NpunaeTbCa 3aBTpa pybaTn 3pagHUKIB? Y rpyasax
KOXXHOI0 3akKunina 3/iCcTb i XKagoba nowmaTyBaTh NPOKAATUX HOXXeEM abo
TonopoM. CnoBa KHA34 3pobunan CBOE. Y Lnx BOporax 41 3pagHukax ba4vms
KOXXHUW BUCNAHLUIB TeMHOI cuau YopHoro 6ora niTeMu i NpuUcsAraB HALLKOM
npo cebe BM3BaTW iX 3aBTpa Ao 60t Ha cMepTb, 6e3 nowanmn Hi N9 HUX, Hi
ans cebe.

— Ycake 6yBano Ha Pycbkin 3emni, ane 3pagn He 6yBano, i My L0 NoraHb
OCMKOBUM KiNIKOM y »xunse ropsao B6’emo! — rosopunm npo cebe repoi,
PO3X04AYMCh A0 CBOIX OAPYXKUH.

Mpwn OrHi 3aNNWINBCA NnLWE KHA3b i3 MCTUCNaBOM, SKOMY [laBaB HaKa3n i
paaun. Monogeub JIOBMB YCiM CBOIM ECTBOM CJI0Ba KHS34, @ LLLOKW MOro ropiauv

PYM’'SSHUEM HaTXHEHHS.

Konwu paneko 3a [Hinpom 3acipino Hebo, a Ha obpii 3apokeBiB cTen,
KHSA3b BCTaB, MPOCTAr CBOi MOryTHi pameHa Ao Heba i monmecal 6oram



CBiTNa, WO camMe BepTaJMCA Ha 3eM0. HUWwKom kpannca bankamm Ta
ApyramMu 37i gyxm niTtbMn Ta 3abupann 3 coboto knanTi po3buToi TeMpsaBu.
onocCHiIWe WyMiB Ta CKa)KeHiB HeHacuTeub No ckenfx, pagitoyun, 30a€TbCA,

MOTOHYJIMM BYOPA XKEPTBaAMU i XX OY4N HOBUX.

McTucnaB y noBHoOMY Hapsagi nogascs i cobi oo ceoro Bigainy subpaHuis,
I CKOpO 3apeBsn poru, wo 6yannm BinCbKO.

3apoiBca beper piku BoskamMu, Kynuamm i pabamu, wo manm nepetaraTtn
4oBHU abo bepertu naHcbke fob6po. OrHi 3agmMmMmManca 3HoBy, a Yumano pabis
Ta OPYXUHHUKIB NiLWNO rypTKamMun y fic 3a gposamMu. lNMogasca Tyam i
McTucnas, SKU NOKpPMB BANCKYYi 1aT BOBHAHOW FyHet. JlaTu i
nopapysaB nomy npwu Big'i3ai JobpuHs, i ax Teiiep nisHaTn 6yno, 9K rapHoto
Ta cTaTHolo Byna ycqa noctaTb Mosioforo 6osapuHa. CTpiv fonas nomy
noBarum Ta rigHoCTI, i a)k Tenep ynepLue rasgHyan GPY>XKUHHUKN Ha HbOr O 3
Hane)xHot waHobot. Monogeub BiAYyB, WO BiANOBIAHUA CTPi CcNpaBAai He
3aCTyNUTb 3aCayru, ane ii NOKa3ye CBiTy.

BubpaHui McTtucnasa po3cmnanucs i cobi ryptkamu i niwnm y nic. B Ton
4ac, Koau gposopybu novanu pybaTtwu rinng Ta nHi, rpugHi McTmncnaea
36npanncsa Kono HbOro Ta CKuaanu nnali, ryHi abo cipskm, ki Manam Ha cobi
noBepx 36poi. Taknin Haka3 Buaas OyB KHSA3b, AKMN 3HAB, LLO NEYeEHIru,
neBHO, NiaCcyHynu nig Tabip wnuryHis. He cxoBaTtuca 6 Big HUX BUbBpaHusam
McTucnasa.

3a K9pOoTKUM HYac BepHyncsa gpoBopydbun A0 orHis, ane McTtucnas He
BEpPHYBCS. 3axX0BaBLUW BOIHIB Y ryuwlaBuHi, BiH MilLOB KpagbkoMa Brnepes i3
JIloTOM, KU 3HOBY BUSABUBCS MiXK TOBMOtO BUBpaHLIiB i BeNbMn paais
ycnixoBi McTucnaea y KHAXiN cnyxb6i. MoBuykn npoampannca obmnasa nicom,
cTynato4m obepexxHo, wob He CTPiIHYTU NeYeHi3bKux YaT. Jlic TArHyBCS NOB3
beper, a nogekyaon NigxoaAnB A0 BOAW Mal)Xe Ha ABICTi KpokiB. NoHaa BOAOIO
NpoxoamBe, Havye GBUTNM rocTuHelb, BOJIOK, TOOTO BUTKIA WNFX, MO AKOMY
nepeTsArann Ha Basikax 4YoBHU. baraTo Takux Kpyrjaux BaJiKiB nexxasno no
Bokax wnaxy. KHSXi APY>XUHW CHigann nNpu orHax, a pabmn sutaranm Tum

4acOM YOBHW 3 BOAW Ta KJla/n iX Ha Basikn. Ha ManeHbkoMy ropbuky came y



LbOMY HaMBULLOMY MiCLi MPOXOAY MOMIX PIKOO i ICOM CTOSAAB KHS3b B

OTOYEHHI CBOIX MPUBIYHNX rPULHIB.

McTucnas i JlloT 6a4yunnm BCce Te 3 XyJlaBLEBOI rpsaau, ska 34inmManacs
cepen nicy. 3 ii‘BepliKa nornag obinMas yClo OKOULIO 3 MOPOroM, BOJIOKOM,
HepiBHOIO, 6€3/1iCHO0 CMYrOl Ta HEBUCOKUM, ajie Ay>Xe rycTum nicom. 3a
coboto 6aunnm obugBa po3BiAHUKN MiCUe, A€ 3aaMWnancb BubpaHui
McTucnaga. Hap umm Micuem Kpy>XN1sam HeCNOoKinHO pubonoBm, BOPOHM Ta
iHWa NTUUSA, HacTpalleHa He3BNYamHUMK FicTbMK. Mo Ton 6ik KaM'saHOI

rpsagun He BOPYLUMIIOCS HIiYOro.

"HeB>xe XX neyeHiris Hema?" — nogymas McTucnas i ax 3pajis, WO
Hanbinbwe pobpo Pycbkoi 3emni, KHA3b, 6€3 NnepenoHn nepenaunee uUe
HanHebe3neyHiwe Micue y [oposi.

— Hanwn 6 6orn, — cka3as Ao JltoTa, — wWob6 noraHi He nocninn HanacTu
Ha KHA35! 30a€TbCA HaBIThb, WO IX HEMaA Yoro boatTmcs. XoniMm, NornssHbMO Ta

JamMo 3HaTu!

Ane JIIOT yCMiXHYBCS.

— Hi, 6bpaTe, — BiANoOBiB. — T NOraHMX He 3HaE€EL. IX TYT 3aBXXAN NOBHO,
a HUHI, NeBHO, | KiNlbKa TUcAY HabepeTbcA. Tpeba 3axkpaTn i NigrnaHyTn, ge

iX PpO3BiAHMKM NpuYainmcs, wob 6yTn B4aCcHO HaAroToBI.

— ba, ane 9K ix HANTN? — NUTaB MoJslIodeLb, AKUA a)K Tenep nobayums,
CKinbKkn poceiny Tpeba Tomy, XxT0 Bepe nNposBig Ha4 APYyruMuK, — OT LWKOAA,
wo Kpyk 3anmwmneca y Knesi.

JIloT yCMixHYyBCS.

— He 6incsa, McTtucnaBse, — 3acrnokotoBaB Mosiogus. — KHA3b He ropHeLb,
He po3ib’eTbCA Big NepLioro yaapy. A npuTiM LWe, MoXXe, 3a3fanerifb
Ai3HAaEMOCSH, e neYveHirn 3acinn. BoHn cami 3pagatbCd, Koau npunge nopa



0o Habiry. BoHn necb He Ha caMiil OKpaiHi flicy, a y rywaBHUKY. 3a>xaemMo —
nobaymmo. A NMOKM L0 He NMoKa3ynMocCs Ha CKesli, uwe gUBiMoCs NUIbHO

JOBKONA.

He BMCOBYIOYUCH 3-M03a KaM'aHOT rpsaan, cuginv obnasa y TiHIi MOy THIX
nyb4akiB Ta IBOPIB i AMBUINCA Ha PIKY.

A Tam kunina poboTa Ha BCi pyku. CToa4m Ha ropbky, KHA3b AaBaB flaf
YCbOMY. 3 T'YPKOTOM KOTUJIMCHA YOBHU OAWH 3a APYrUM Ha BaJikax Nno BOJIOL,
ABa paaun pabis nognxano ix 3 6okis, iHWI Nigknagann cnepeny CBiXKi BalKu.
(nagKko i CnpaBHO nMepeunwiv YOBHU MNOJISH, OepeBiiH, CiBEPSAH | JOMOMIXKHUX
BioAiNis. YoBHM 3pa3y cnyckaau Ha BOAY Ta 3 MOCMiXOM BaHTaKnUnu
Habopom. Kynui i pabu Big4anioBann HeramHo, a ApyXuHM dopuis
3aMWanncb Npm YoBHax, NrypTy4YMCh NMpu CBOIX BOEBOJAX. AX OCb
3aBOPYLIMINCA pASN TUBEPLIB Ta YJIMYIB, a IX YOBHW yCi Bpa3 CTanu 3
FYPKOTOM rnepecyBaTUCA MO r1agKomy Bosoui. | panTtom 3asnyHas y NoBiTpi
Pi3KNI KPUK XKYPaBJs, 3@ HAM ApYrun i TpeTin. McTtucnas 3gpurHyscs, 6o
3p03YyMiB 3pa3y, WO LUe 3HaKN, a He CNPaBXXHi XXypaBJInHI KpuUkKU. B uin

XBUJIMHI NOYYB, K Xanae€ noro JItoT 3a pam’s.

— AunsBucek! bavnw?

| pykoto Noka3syBaB Ha BepLINHY Ky4depsasoro ayba, wo cTosas Hefaneko
MiCLS, HAQ SKOMY CaMe 3HAaxXOAUBCSH KHA3b. MiXK 3e1eHO JIMCTBOIO TEMHINa

fIKaCb TEMHa NasiMa, Ha4ye TiHb, KWHEeHa BEPLUKOM OepeBa Ha HNXX4Ye rajly33q.

— o ue? — cnutaB McTtucnas.

— [MeveHir...

PiBHOYaCHO Bifi3BaBCs XypaBesb BAPYre, UMM pa3oM yxxe faJsi Harnpaso
y rywasuHi. bes TpygHouwiB goragascsa Mosiogelb, Wo caMme TaM CTOoITb
rne4vyeHidbka BaTara.



— byab TyT! — cKka3zas JlloToBi.— | nunbHY! A Nigy 3a opy>XMHOIO.

| MUTTIO 3CYHYBCA 3 CKefli.

TMYacoM KOTUIUCHA YOBHU, @ 3@ HAMW UL fani APY>XUHN TUBEPLIB Ta
ynudiB. BKiHLi 3anMWwmnBCA nuwe camM KHA3b 3 CBOIMU NpubivyHUMN
OPY>XUHHMKaMW. BiH cTaB Ha X 40i i MOBISIbHOK X04010 CTynaB Nnopy4
OCTaHHIX YOBHIB. [JoBKOsa Byf10 TUXO i CMOKINHO, 4yTn Byno nnwe rayxuin
FYPKIT Ta CKpuUN nepecyBaHUX CyOeH, asie HiIXTO He roBOPUB, aHi He CMiFBCH,
34aBanoca — y nosiTpi noBucaa Byps, i KOXXHUI X OaB MepLIoro rpomy.

PanTomMm... HeHaye BiTep npolwyMiB NOMiXX psgamMu, HeHaye cTago
ropobuis Bnaso y rywaBy, Tikato4m Bif WYJiKN, NOYYBCA TUXUA BpA3K
MeTasny, yoapeHoro KamiHusamu... Lle xmapa cTpin HaneTina Ha ApYyXUHY, a
PiIBHOYACHO CTPaLUHNI BEPECK MPOHICCS Y NOBITPI. 34aBanocs, Wo yCi TEMHI
CUNW, 3aKNATI Yy KaM'AHI rpsagn rpaniTy, surpebancs 3-nig nicosoro
nokpueana i nwam obnaBoo Ha LbOro, XTO OCMIJIMBCSA OPY>XKHEK PYKOIO
nepenTu ix LapcTBo. Kilbka APY>XNHHUKIB KPUKHYNO 3 6onto, CBATOCNaB
KWHYB JINLL OKOM Harnpaso, a, noba4ymseLum Bopora, 3agyB Yy pir rosocHo,
3BNYHO, MPOTHAXKHO...

Tpwdi 3anyHas pir i TpMyi BiAMNOBIZIN NOMY NMeYeHirn CBOIM BepeckoM Ta
XMapoto cTpin. MNMoTiM 3apoiBCs BiJIbHUW MPOCTIP NpW BOJIOLI TUCAYaMU 134LiB.
Ha Manux xyaux, ane BUTPUBaINX KOHUKaX CUAINN HEBEINYKI LUMPOKOMIeYi
Ta KOCOOKi KOYOBUKUN, BUMaxyBasn JiykaMu, CncamMm Ta apkaHaMmun. Yci
NeTinn 3a CBOIMM CTPilaMM XMapoo Ha paaun ApyXuHu, ska 3ibpanacs
KPYrOM KH$35, O4iKy04M NepLuoro yaapy.

Ane KHA3b He AyMaB Ha BiAKpUTOMY Micui npunmaTtu 6in 3 HabaraTo
CUNbHIWMM, a e 00 TOro KiHHUM, NPOTUBHUKOM. BiH BiginwoB 3a KpanHi
YOBHMU, SIKi CTOAM LLe Ha BaJikax, a KOJIM HAaCKOYMIM BOPOrn, 3aCBUCTININ
nipHaTi CTPINV APYXXUHHUKIB, | 6y BOHN HabaraTo CMAbHILLI Ta WiNbHiWi Big
nevyeHi3bknx. Y1mano Taku noraHmx rnoBasiMioCsa KOMiTb FOJIOBOO Y TpaBgy, a

AanblUi TOBNW po34aBun iX konutamu. Asne He CNMHUIO0 Le BapBapis.



O3n06n€eHi, ouwy4m NOMCTOH 3a CMEPTb CBOIX, 3 PEBOM KMHYJIUCA FYCTOHO

TOBMNOK Ha YOBHMW.

3-no3a HuX, Haye 3-rno3a 3abopona, BiabnBanNNCa KHSXI rpuaHI MOBYKM, 3
pO3Barol Ta CNOKOEM. To TyT, TO TaM BaJZIMBCA PO34iXpaHUN HaANACHUK Mig
KOnunTa KoHen, a A0Bri Meyi, Haye 6MCKaBKW, MUTrasin HaA roslIoBaMm
obopoHuiB. CBaToCcnaBoBi Aobpe nocnyxunm 4oBHU i 9k 3abopono, i 9K
OXOpPOHa Bif CTPif, a 3aTe NeyeHirn ckopo nobayunnm, wo He npobepyTbCH Ha
KOHAX Yepe3 AepeB’sHi CTiHW. ToMy BinblWicTb 3iCKOYMNa 3 KOHEN i niwna

MNPUCTYMOM Ha APYXUHHUKIB.

Toai Bneple 3mopwme 4010 CBATOCNAB, WO CTOSAB Y HanbiNnbLLOMy HOBHI.
ToBna Morjia, MUMMO XO0pobpocCTi, 3annTK Noro ciabki CMaM NOBIHHIO
N ACbKUX Tin. MNMpu ubOMy NeYeHirn ctann 36nM3bKa KNOaTn apKaHWU |
cTaraTv o6bopoHLiB 3 4OBHIB A0 cebe. Mobaymswu Le, Big4yB CBATOCNaB
Hebe3neKky i 3HOBY 3a4yB Yy pir.

A B Ui XBUNHI BCi APY>XXUHN, WO cTosanum 6ing pikm, 6irom nyctmnmcs
Tyown, obinmatoum, Havye pamMeHaMu, Big nosyaHsa opay nedveHiris. OToponinnm
BapBapw, BIACTYNUAX AeLo, aje WBNAKO NOYNCTUAN NPOTUBHUKA i,
3aNMWNBLUN Manni BigAiN NPoOTU YOBHIB, TOJIOBHOK CUJIOK YAapW/In Ha
OPY>XXUHW, L0 Neperopoanin Wwmntamm yce rnosie i HacTtynaaum Ha HUX 3 JIYKOM,
cnucom Ta MedeM. Oknuk "lMepyHe! lMepyHe!" Npuraywne Ha XBUINHY LWYM
nopora, i 3aB’s13anacsa cTpawHa 6opoTbba. MeyeHirn 3Hanu, Wo Koau
no6’l0Tb APYXKMHM, To CBATOC/IaB He BTeYe 3 YOBHIB. loro nunbHyBana
BaTara JIy4HUKIB BiJ nosg Ta Nicy, a Big ApYroi CTOPOHU TEMHI CUKn
HeHacnTus. MoKy Wo He 3aMann HanaCHUKW NOro rpuaHie i nuwe nepes
HUMW KnNina cTpaweHHa Civa Ha piBHMX yMoBax. KHs»xux nogen 6yno
HabaraTo MeHLe, ane HanacHUKN Bynm Ha KOHSAX, X04 y)Xe He BCi, 60 geski 3
HUX LLe paHille No3ickakKyBasn, HAaCcTyrnar4n Ha YOBHWN. 3aTe OPYXKUHHUKN
Bynun oyxxdi, ny4y4e 036poeHi i xopobpi NoHan ycsaki noxeanan. HiXTo 3 HUX He
6yB 61 ycTynuB Hi Ha Nn’aab, 60 3HaB, WO TYT X0OUTb, MPO KHA34, 3 XUTTAM
AKOro Ta 340POB’'sIM B'A3a/10CA yce: nepemorun, cnasa, 3406u4, noBopoT,

KUTTSA!



F'ycTo nagann Tpynu 3 060X CTOPiH. 3 XKUTTAM Ta CTOrOHOM yMUpanm
BapBapwu, MOBYKM, CMOKINHO FMHY N pycnHn abo, BunwosLun 3 6010,

nepes’sa3yBanun rnmboki paHu pybuem COpoykn, peMeHeM ToLLO.

| HacTana xBuAnMHa, y AKin 3abynm obmnasi CTopoHu, wo 6in uen mae
AKYCb MeTYy, a caMe nepemory Haz BoporoM. N'aHi KpoB'to, Knaasancsa Ha
cebe NPOTUBHUKIN Yy CKaXKeHi 3/10CTi i 6Boponuncs, He ornagatyYmnchb Hi Ha
6okun, Hi no3an cebe. Ha BigAanb KilbKOX KPOKiB MeTann CNnUCK Ta CTpinu,
pybanm medammn abo Tonopamu, WMaTyBan HOXXaMWU. HaBiTb Wi, WO nexann
BXKe Yy KpmBaBoMy nopoci, bpanu y4acTtb y 60poTbbi. BoHn xananu Boporis 3a
HOrM pykamum abo noponm HoxxaMu YepeBa KOHen Ta 6opuis.

TA>XKKO ByJ10 pyCbKUM APYXXUHHMKAM NPOTUCTOATU XMapi NeyeHiris, Ta
MpOTe HIXTO N He AyMaB orna4aTuUCA 3a 4Oporoto Ao BTedi abo 3a nigmoroto.
YMniBanu pyku i Bapsapis, Ta BCe-Taku nobavymav BoOHM 3rofom, Lo ixX
Ginbwe, Hi>X BOPOriB, Ta WO OCTaTO4YHa Nepemora npunage Taku iM, SKLWo
aogep)aTb Mosas Ta 3 TUM caMuUM 3aB3ATTAM gosenyTb 6in 0o KiHusA. Cepeg
TeMHUX, 6pyaHMX TOBN YyUCA OMKI OKJIMKW pafoLliB abo xpunamnm periT Ta
HacMiwkKn. Toai CBATOCNaB, AKUN 3 YOBHA 3 HETEPMJIAYKOK CignB 3a
buTtBolo, n0byB Mey Ta 3MopLunB 6poBM BOpYre i pas y pa3 ANBUBCA Y JiC,
XOy4um nigmorun. byB y>Ke KpanHin 4ac. e xBunuHa, i obescuneri opyxnuHu
BMaayTb abo 3inayTb 3 nons, a Toai nornbenb KHA389 HEMUHYYA.

PanTom 3aMOBK/IN OKJINKW, PAAOCTi, @ Nif4 CAaMUM J1iCOM 34YMHUBCA KPUK i
MeTAWHSA. KinbKaHaauaTb NeYeHiris ynano, nouisieHnx 33any cTpisamu.
PaHeHi nepemiwannca 3 Tumu, wo 6oposnca 3 noasgHamum nig caMum Jicom.
3a nepLloto NaBoo Miwia gpyra, TpeTs, | KOXHIN BiANoBigann CKaxkeHi
30MKN Ta KPUKK nouineHux. Yce rnpase KpWUJIO NeYeHiris noganocs Ha3an, a B
Wi XBUAWHI goraganmncs NosigHK, Wo XTOChb IM NpUXoauTb Ha nigMory. BoHn
FYKHYJIM PafiCHO i 3 HOXXaMn B pyKax KUHYJIMCA Ha po3/iafiHaHi BaTaru
BOpPOTriB.

IX OKJINKOBI BiZAMOBIB HEJNIIOACBKUA peB Ta CBUCT, aJie BiH He BUNLLOB 3
rpyLen sapsapis, /inie Bif YMManol BaTaru OPY>XUHHUKIB, AKi BUCKOYUAN 3

NiCOBOro NiBOCTPIBLA HAaNpPOTX caMoro nopora, i cepen CKaKeHuUx KpUkis,



Maxatouun 36po€o Ta HaslaMaHUM Y NiCi rany33sM, KUHYJINCA MiXK... KOHI
NeYeHirie, WO CTOANN Hedaneko nosa bopusamun. TabyH 3n19KaBCA | 3 AMKO
NO6GINCKYOHYNMU 04MMa Ta PO3BIAHUMU FPUBAMU BJIETIB MiXK MeYveHiris.
34YNHUBCHA HEMMOBIPHNI 3aKONIOT Mi>XK BapBapaMu, fAKi e HelaBHO, BNEeBHEHI
B Mepemo3si, BUr'yKyBaan 3 pafocCTi. BMuUTb BigxanHyam Toenu Big 60mnoBoro
pAany OPY>XUH Ta CTann I0OBUTU po3wwaninnx koHen abo sbusaTtn ix. A 3a
TabyHom 6ir Ha Yoni HanpobipHIWOT KHAXKOI APY>XUHN MCTUCNaB, SKNN

HanpaBMB NepPLNA yaap Mevya Ha TUX, Lo 06J10KNUAN KHSXKI YOBHW.

Mano XTO BUMLLOB 3 XXUTTAM 3-MOMiXK HUX, 60 KON nuiie oKAnK
"MepyHe!" 3anyHax 3a IX Nje4ynma, 3iCKOYMB | KHA3b 3 YOBHA i MepLLi NoBiB
CBOIX TOBapuLWiB Ha Bopora. MNMpuTncHeHi 3 ABox 6oKiB, NnevyeHirn boponucs
[0 3arviHy. | 3rmHynu BCi. B XX1UBUX 3anmwimnuncsa nuwie aeski, wo 3pasy Ha
CaMU NepLUIni KPUK XKaxy 3a njaevyruma rnojanmce Hasap i smiwanmcs 3
TOBMOW. [Ipy>KMHa KHA34 3n1y4unacsa 3 MctucnasoMm, i obnasa, Haye TapaHu,
yhapunun Ha Bopora. Ta y Hboro He 6yno Bxe cu. [levyeHirv BTpaTuin Hagito
Ha NnepeMory i 3MiHWINCSA B OA4HIN, XBUJINHI Y 3BU4ANHUX CTEMOBUX
KOY0BMKIiB. BCi 3abynn Bpa3 Nnpo ToBapuLLIiB, HaYaIbHUKW MepLUi Aasin Horam
3HATW, | XTO MIr, 3HUKAB Yy NicCi, W06 aKHanwsmaLwe ONMHUTUCA Ha BiJIbHUX

cTenax.

Morpom 6yB WiNKOBUTUA. PyCUHIB 3rnHy0 40 ABOXCOT, a paHeHux 6yno
BABOE CTi/IbKW, asie rneYvyeHiris 3rnHysio saecatepo binble, rooBHe TOMY, LLO
yenanb i pabun 3pasy po3birnmca no 60MoOBULLI | HE 3aNNLWNAN XUBUM Hi
04HOro paHeHoro. | Tak Hikyan 6yno 6paTtu NONOHEHUX...

Kono nonypHa 6utea 6yna ckiH4yeHa, ane McTnCNaBoBi He NpuHecna
BOHa pafouiB. JIIOT AicTaB naskol MO rosoBi, Tak Wo fnexas 6e3 nam’'aTi y
4YOBHi, @ 3 NpaBoro 60Ky Ha rpyasx Hanwnn ToBapuwi rMnMboKy paHy Bif
HOXXa. 3Hatoyi NiKapCbKy CnpaBy APYXUHHUKW, Ka3anaun, wo JIIoT He CKOpo
BepHeTbCA y 6ONOoBi pagn, TOMy CYMHO Ta HEBeCesiIo CUAiB Mmonoaeub y
KHS>XOMY 4YOBHi Hag CBOIM Jo6pnM Apyrom, Npukaagarym NoMy XonoaHy
Boay. Toeapuwi rpebnn secnamu, iHwi 6anakanm npo 6utey abo cnanum Ha

KOoXXyXxax. PaHeHi nepeB’'a3yBanun paHu, NikKyBasau iX PisHUMUN NiKaMU.



Pantom niginwos oo Mctuncnasa Ta Jliota CeBATOCNaB. BiH NokaB pyKy
Ha nje4ye MONOALUSA | CKa3aB XXapToM:

— 4 pag, mosiogye, Wo TU 3i MHOKW. He 3paame T faBHbLOI C/1aBu TBOrO
poay, bepexun nuwe, wob cam pig He nponas, a To 1 Bonoanmuposi Tpeba
byne Konucb repois.

Monofeub No4YepBOHIB, TOBaApULLI 3aCMisiJINCA, @ KHA3b FOBOPUB Aani

NMoOBOJIi.

— boru Pycbkoi 3emni 3annataTb ToOi 3a TBOK 3acnyry wacTtaMm Ta
[obpoM Ha BecCb BiK, a 1 iMeHylo Tebe BoXXaeM Moix NpubiyHukiB. Tomy, —
[00aB, 3BepTalynChb A0 NMPUCYTHIX TPUAHIB, — MAAITL HA LbOro MOJI0OALS,
SIK Ha MeHe camoro. BiH BMKpWB 3pajy i Ai3HaBCs 3a3fanerigb Npo Hanag.

3aBASKN NOMY N pO3OUAN MU HUHI NOraHKX.

— CnaBa BO€BOAI! — rykKHy/iM TOBapuLLi, WO a)k Tenep Ai3Hanancsa npo

NPUYMHY NigBULLEHHS McTucnaBga.

— JIIoT BepHETbCA A0A0MY, — 3aKiHYMB KHA3b, — @ WO Y HbOIr0 XaTu
nacTtb 6ir, To BiH noige y TBOE Asopuule, McTtncnase, 3anaaTnTb TBOI AOBIA
30/10TOM abo MeyeMm i 3axae Ha Tebe.

McTuncnaB KNHYBCS KHA3€EBI 40 KOJIiH, ane uen obHsB MOoro Ta nouinyBaBs
TPUWYi N0 AaBHbOMY 3BUYaAlO.

IX. Y TEPEMAX

Konuncb faBHO i3 coHAaYHOI Mennagn Ha nobepex»xa NoHTy EBKCiHa
(HopHoOro Mops) npuixanu rasaepu, a 3 HUX BUCiNK Ha Beper 6ANCKyi
crni>keBMMu 36posmMum ronniTn. 3a HUMN — oasArHeHi y hapboBaHy BOBHY

XKIHKW Ta rnperapHi YOpHOOKI aHrensaTka — AiTu.



Heigomi paHiwe y Mpewii 6ypi Wwaninm 3 noABOEHO CUIIOKD Y Fpyasax
FOPOXXaH rpeubknx MiCT i HACNIAKOM LMUX KOJIOTHEY i CMOopIiB IXann Ha TEMHUN
beper Kimepinuis ciM’'i NPOrHaHMX NPOTMBHUKIB. OQHa 3a OAHO NPUI3SNIN
BOHW i oCifanu nopy4y — cepen, BapBapCbknx Haponais. CKopo obBenucs xatu
rocrnofapCbKo CTIHOI, | CTIHM KBITY4YMMU ropofamMu Ta NoasiMn. A cnigom
3a UMM MOSABUJINCA Ha 3e/IeHaBOCHHIX XBUSAX MOHTY iHWI ranepu, Ta BXXe He
3 noceneHUsaMM, a 3 Kynuamu, ki 3abnpanm nnogm HOpHOMOPCLKOro ropos a
i BE3/1M IX Yy JaneKy rapHy COHAYHy Ta ronogHy Fennapny.

OpHade rpeubki noceneHui He 3anuwunnuceb xnibopobamum,
HaniBBapBapCbKMMM pubankamm Ta nactyxamu. Y ix ropogax po3uBinm
LWTYKWN, HAYKN, NOCTanan CBATUHI, NanaTn, TepMn, 3aBOJUINCA irpula — ycs
HoBa lpeuis mocTana Ha ANKOMY ckenuctomy bepesi CkuTii. 3roaom novanu i
BapBapu NpuraagaTtncsa 4o rpeubkoro nobyTty i 6a4mnu, wo cepen Noro CTiH
LapuTb CNoKin, 6e3neka i ,obpobyT. BoHM novann ocigatn y ropoai abo 6ing
HbOrO i 3aMaTUCs pi3HOI NMpaueto, 60 us Npaysa npuHocuna 6anckyye
30/10TO, CONOAKE BUHO, ACKPaBe CYKHO Ta ACHY, 00Ci HeBuaaHy 36poto. | Tak
LBiNla rpeubKo-CKUTanCbKa KyJibTypa LOBri CTONITTS, ak MOKN NPUALLN
BOEHHI YacW, MaHOpPIBKWN Pi3HUX NAeMeH Ta HapoAis, 06n10ru, noxexi,

BOPOXO06Hi, mowecTi.

Fopon 3Manis, NOBaIMANCA rOPOLCHKI CTiHWM, nopocau byp’aHOM 3BanuLLia
nanaT, CBATUHb, NOKPULLINANCSA CTaTyl, NO3HUKaNWN UiHHOLW i ckapbu. Konn
BApYre 3ibpannca MmewkaHui CTaBuTn 3ab0posio AOBKOIA MiCTa, NiHig
yKpiniaeHb o6bHANa HabaraTo MeHW NI NPOCTIp, HiXXK paHiwwe. [loBKOSIa HOBUX
CTiH NeXKana WunpokKa cMyra nycTtups, Ha KoMy Mix Byp’aHiB, bypskis Ta
TpaB TO TyT, TO TaM BM3Mpaau Cipi 3sanuvwa byaisesnb — CBiAKiB CJ1ABHOM0O
MWHYJIOMO; Y HUX MHI3ONANCSA FafioKK, ALWIPKW Ta CKOPMioHW, a YacaMu i ripui

3BipiB Ta rafilok — noau.

MicTo XepcoHes fiexxaslo Ha MasioMy KaM'SHUCTOMY MiBOCTPIBLI, a He Hapg
3a/IMBOM, 3 Orna4y Ha Te, wo nerwe 6yno 60poHUTU BY3bKY LUNNKY, HiX yce

KOJ1I0 YKpIirnJieHsb.



MpaybOBUTICTb FOPOXKaH 3MiHUNa Bynla KONUCb KaM'ASHUCTUA FTPYHT Y
POAIOYI FPAAKK, ane 3 NpUxXonoM BoporiB 3aHenbanm xepcoHesu,i ix
06pobiTok. CyMHi 3BanuLLa i pyiHM OTOYYBaM ropoa, Wo Haye 3 TPMBOroto
FOPHYBCSA 00 nobepex>xs y caMoMy KyTi NiBoCTpoBa. Bce-Takm KopcyHb 6yB
Ha CBIil 4acC e YMMaIMM MIiCTOM i BiiBa)KyBaBCs HaBITb He pa3 YNHUTK OMip
Bi3aHTINCbKUM KecapsM. 3a YaciB CBaTocnasa 6yB BiH N0 CTOpoOHi Kanokunpa,
a Bi3aHTINCbKI CTpaTu He nNoka3syBanncs i 6am3bKo. Paga micTa Bupiwmnia
nigoaTucs B ONikKy MOryTHbOIO KHA34 Pyci, TuM BinbLue, Wo KHA3b He
BMMaraB Bif ropofa Hiakoi gaHi. Ocb YoMy CeatocnaB npubys 3 ycim
BiINCbKOM 10 KTEHYHTCbKOIr0 3a/IUBY.

TyT 6yn0 3aBXAMN YNMaAJO KYMUiB-rpevYHUKIB, WO IXaan Ha Pycb, i iHWNX,
wo BepTanucsa 3 bonrapii. Big unx iHWKX Ai3HaBcA 3pa3y no npuisai
CedATocCnaB, Wo BoeBoga CBUHeNbA NeaBe AepXUTbCa nmwe y bonrapii Ta
Lo Kecap 3bMpa€eTbCA Ha HBOr0 BEJIMKUM MOXOA0M. TOMY pPiLLMBCA Taku
3pa3y BiAicsiaTn Ha PyCb yCiX HEAYXUX Ta paHEeHUX, a 3 yCiMa 300P0BNMU
nocniWnTn CBOIM Ha nigmory. KopcyHsAHN Ba)kann noBiTaT KHA3S 3 BEJINKUM
TOP>XEeCTBOM, 3 MY3UKOIO Ta CMiBOM, asie KHA3b HaBiTb He NiWOB 3 NMPUCTaHi y
MiCTO. BiH mocnaB nuiwle fgapyHKU i MpoCuB BiNPaBUTU HEOYXUX BOSIKIB Ha
Pycb abo Buroitu ix paHu y KopcyHi, a cam 3 Mctucnasom, LLIBapHoM Ta
4oTUpMa rPULHAMM BUNLLOB Ha Beper BeHOPOM i CKOPO 3HUK 3 O4en APYKUH,
AKi oTabopmnnncb Ha YoBHax Ta bepesi.

Byna Hi4. 3 paneko y mope Bmbirato4oro NiBOCTPoOBa Ha BCi CTOPOHMU
pO3ropTaBCcs YyoOBUN BUA MOpP4, sike 6imano CMHABUM CANBOM, Haye
po3nnassieHe cpibno. NMocepen HbOro ACHIB, Ha4Ye CMyra 30J10TUCTOr0 OrHIo,
Bin6MCK NoBHOro Micaus. banckydi xeuni nepenmBaancs, MiHA04YM Lopas
dapbun Ha 6anck, a nobnnsy bepera wyminm TUxo, 0BMMBAOYM NiAHIXKKS
CTPIMKUX CKeNb. Llen Tnxmm wym HarnoBHSAB NOBITPA CBOIM rOBOPOM, Have
MOMINTBa 3eMii 0o 6ora, Haye Ka3ka Npo AaBHi-AaBHI Yacu, KOJIN-TO BUCOKI
CTPYHKI WOrNNCTi NpUBeCesIibHNKN BO3UJIN 30J10TO Ta 30J10Te BUHO Y

TbMAHUN Kpawn KiMepinuis.



A oCb i HagrpobHi NaM’aTHMKK TOro Yacy, Cipi, CUHABUM CANBOM MOBUTI
PYiHWN [aBHLOrO XepCcoHe3y: CTiHK, CTOBMNMX, 06/IOMKN CTaTyn, @ MiXK HUMU

[OCUTb BUCOKAa LWe Hanisuina bynisng tepmu.

Konucb 4aBHO CXOAUANCA TYT FrepoHTK "XepcoHe3y ba3sineyysec"
KynaTucs, obrosoptoBaTu Aep)xaBHi cnpaBun, cnepevatucb Ta banakatwn. Moni
pabun HaTupanau Tisla NaHiB aTULbKOK 0JIMBOIO, IX BOJIOCCA HaApAOM,
BepbeHoto, a 6poBu aHTIMOHOM. [pyri 4ynTanm TBOopu Nomepa, Codokna,
EBpinina, a oyx 6e3cMepTHOI Kpacu esiNiHCbKUX TBOPIB 34iMMaBCAa Haf
6auncky4oto ycima papbamm pangyru rnagkoto Ta CTpyHkoto byaisneto. Tenep
He Te. OgHUX KiMHAT HeMa 30BCiM, iHLWIi 00 MOJIOBMHW HarMoBHEHI pyMOBULLEM
noBaJieHUX CTesib Ta AaxiB, a y BEJIMKUNA 3a, Ae KOJIMCb Ha MapMypOBUX
JI0XKaX NoKOIINCA Tifla BUKYNMaHUX Ta HaMalleHNX XepCoHiTiB, nagano

NPOMIHHSA MiCcALS Ha BUCOKiI Byp’saHMW.

Ane wo ue? Ym ye 3-Hap CTiKCY BEpPHY/IUCH TiHi JaBHO NoMepsinX
ropoxkaH? Yu oyxu nomepnunx 6e3 cnosifdi 3 Ni3HiWKX YaciB? Yum, Moxxe, Nnxi

naun, onpuwkK, wo obkpanatoTb rpobun y rayxy niBHiYv?

Mig cTiHOO cepenHbOl KiIMHATK CUAINM Ha BeIMKNX obBasnax ABa Myxiy

LWLNPOKNX Ta AOBIrux rJilawax 3 KarnTtypamMmu.

— He Bpanocsa? — nnutaB OQUH.

— Hi! KoHyHr 3p0ragascsa npo Hanapg i po3bus nevewiris, MoB open
rycemn.

— OunsaBon po3kKa3aB CBOEMY CMHOBI NMPO 3acigky! — npouiane Kpi3b 3ybun

nepLuni.

— E, Hi! — BignosiB apyrun. — BuagHo, cam OAiH nocnas NOMY KPYKiB
lyrina i MyHiHa, i BOHW CNOBICTWIN NOro NPO 3aciaky 3pannmeux HipnoHris.
Ulonpasga, To npasaa!



Bynn ue ®apnad i MapTeHin. ObuagBa CUAINN XBUIVHY MOBYKN, KOJIU
panTtom ®apnadg 3ipBaBcs i BUCTPO CTaB ornaaaTUCs AOBKONA.

— lNenb! — npoBop4aB. — XToCb ige!

XBUANHY npucnyxanncsa obuaea.

— Hi,— Bigi3BaBcsa NapTeHin. — Lle, neBHo, Awipka abo ragtoka. Cigan,
®dapnage, NnorosopumMo.

— Haw nnaH, — roBopuB rpek, — 6ys Tak o6gymaHuin, wo CeATOCNaB
HiSK He Mir noro 3barHyTu. NpaBaa, Wo BiH Mir HaZIATUCA Hanaay Ha
noporax; ajie YoMy BiH CaM B TaKOMYy pa3i 3pobuB 3acigKy Ha NeYeHiris i
BUTOBK iX A0 HOrm? Ana uboro Tpeba 6yno ooknagHo 3HaTu, Konu i ge
HanagyTb.

— MeBHO, Nnigicnas WNUryHis, — nosscHnB ®apnad.

— Kaxxew, nigicnas wnuryHis? Jobpe! Yomy X BiH caM xAaB Ha HUX, a

He BeNiB BOEBOAAM 3HULLNTK Bopora?

— Xa, xa! — 3acmiaBca ®apnad. — Bu, rpeku, He 3HaAETE KOHYHra. BiH He
NpPonNyCTUTb Hi 0gHOI mopsaaHoi 6inkun. BiH, 6a4, 3a MamMoto He NJlakaB, ajie 3a
Takoto Binkot, K oCb Ha noporax, Npobi, wo 3annakas 61, MOB ANTUHA 3a
irpawkoto. CBATOC/N1aB — Le KpuLS, a cepLe Noro 3 kKaMeHs i To Lopororo
KaMeHs.

— He cmincsa, ®apnadge, — 3aMiTuB igKo rpek, — xT0 byne

npoTocnaTapieM, KON TU CTaHew MonuTuca oo Ceatocnasa?

®dapnag cnanaxHys.



— XT0? 4 — MonuTuca? 9 no ceoix 6oriB He Ay>ke TO YacTO MOJOCH, a

MaB 61 monnTuUCa 0o Balnx?

— BiH He Haw 6or!

— ba, ane kKpauwie Bac nywmnTb, HiXX JIboKi baraTtux Kapaukis. | B noro
nyxe boitecs. Lle 3po3ymino, nmwe, 6aunTe, y Bac, rpekiB, HeEHaBNOATb
TOro, Koro 60aTbCA. Y Hac He Te. Y HacC WaHylTb TakKoro repos, xo4a Ha
HbOIO 1 BOPOryTb. TOMY i A He 34iNHAB B pyKU Ha HbOrO, LOKK CIYXXY
nomy.

— MNycTe roBopeHHA! — He BTepniB rpek i CTUCHYB M'ACTYKWU. — Youn
noro, a nobaunw, AKy ogep>xmw Haropogy. Hi Tobi, Hi TBOIM rinepbopenysam

He CHMJ1I0CA HaBiTb NMPO TaKi ckapobw.

dapnad coniB rosIOCHO i MOBYKMN.

— CTaHew natpuuiem, gictaHew barpsHuuUio, 3050Te Yinbue, pabis,
pabuHb, rapHux, Hadye aHresnn, 6aratcTe 6e3 mipn, nanaTty B Llapropogi 4n
[ie 3axouyeLl...

— lNenb, — npoxpunis ®apnad, — NeBHO, WO Le CcToiy1o 6u Tpyna. Ane,
B6aynw, y Hac TBepai 3aKOHW. 3BiNIbHU MEHe 3 KHAXXO0I cny>xbu, a 3aBTpa
yOapto Ha HbOro... H1Hi He MOXYy, 5 Bap4r, He rpek, MeHe Npoknann 6 yci
rpagyLi NOKOMIHHA.

— Ane nobnarocnosutb Tebe 6or, MaHaria i 3aCTyNHUK iX Ha 3eMNi —
Kecap. Y HUx € 3acobm nepemMorTu CBOro cyrnoctaTa, ajie BOHM He BaxkaloTb
cobi po3nuney KpoBi, Kanokmp 3Hae€, wo pobutu, i UMM pa3oM HE YHUKHE
3arnbeni cMH ONbrn-xpuCcTUAHKKN. bayunil, oTKe, L0 CBOEK BipHICTIO KHA3A
He crnacewl, TOMY NPUCKOP KiHeUb BiNHU yAapoM MeYa, a po3buTTa BiNCbKa
3aamwn LnmickieBi. TBOi 3aKOHM He [OCArHYTb Tebe 6ina noro npecrony,
cepep TBoI? baraTcTs. Mogymai We pas, a Ni3Ha€ELl, WO Aue yonscTso



MOXXe BiiBEpHYTU Hebe3neky BiMHW Bif imnepil. TOMy CTaHb PATIBHUKOM

MUPY, @ CBIT BUHAropoanTb Tebe Npn3HaHHAM, BASAKOK i 3HAYEHHSAM.

®apnad coniB rosIOCHO, CTUCKAB PyKW, MepecTynas 3 HOMM Ha Hory,

BKiHLL BCTaB.

— Wo », npoTocnaTapi€, 3roga 4um Hi? — HamnossArase rpek.

— 3ropga! — npoxpunis ®apnad i BiABEPHYBCH.

— Xa, xal — cmigsca rpek. — Tun, bpaTe, He npuBuK! Ane ocb yaoap
Me4yeM, ue nuwe xsunamHa!l Tpoxu Kpuky, 3amillaHHs, a noTiM BUCOTA,
baratcTBo, 006pO, HEAOCSAKHE ANA YCixX Tux, wo 6oatbca ain. He senunka
wTyka 6opoTucsa! Lle koxxHum buk ymie! Ane ybutn Ceatocnasa cepes
OPY>XXUHW NOr0, Lie BYMNHOK...

— Cnpasgai! — BurykHys ®apnadg. — Lle B4nHoK 3irypaa, wo sbus
dagHipa i3 3acigkun. Mo cTtexui cxoams ®agHip 40 BOAOMNOKD, Y Hil BUKOMNaB
repomn siMy, a KoJin 3Mil iLloB No Hin, B6BUB NOMY Med npsmo y cepue. HixTo
He Ha3mBaeE UbOro 3pangoto. MNigy ocb i A...

— Mig rpatn! — no4ynucs 3a HUMKM TUXi C/I0BA, MOB raflo4Ynin CUK, a

PiBHOYACHO rOJIOCHO 3a/lyHaB gobpe BigoMuin 060M rpi3HUN roN0C KHA3SA:

— B3aTum ix!

LLlecTepo 40NOBiK KMHYI0CS Ha 060X NepeoaArHEHUX 3MOBHUKIB i

NOB’A3as10 IX 38 04HY MUTb.

Bncoko mananm BOrHi Ha NpucTaHi. Ha cTonax Ta ckaTepTax Bansamcs

OCTaHKM NMpPY, AKNN KOPCYHAHW 3aCTaBUIN KHA3EBI Ta NOro OPYXUHI.



HeporpuseHi WWMaTKM HaniBKPMBaBOro M’'sica, KOCTi 3 BapeHoi bapaHuHM Ta
MOPOCATUHMN, KYCHI xNiba, Kop>Xi, Kanadi. Bennki MigsHi kKasaHn 3 oCTaHKaMu
Kawi BaNnaancsa OOBKOMA, MOXAsAMNaHi NMBOM, Me40oM Ta BUHOM. Y Nicok bynn
BKOMaHi ABOBYXi aMmcopm 3 BuUHaMn. OaHi 6ynm nopoxxHi abo HaBiTb
NOTOBYEHI, AOBKOJIA IHWNX TOBMUAUCS We rpuaHi, N'l04n Ta BUTYKYHO4YN Ha
4eCTb pagn MiCTa Ta KHA34. [Togekyan A3BeHiNN CTPYHU Ta CONiJku, i
CNiBOMOOHI PYCbKi OPY>XXUHHUKW cniBanu IOO0BHI Ta XXapTiB/IUBI NiCEHbKN

abo xopoM 3aBOAMIN NOXBasbHi MiCHI KHA3EBI.

CKpi3b NaHyBasia BecenicTb i 6e3)XypHICTb ntoaen, wo bynm nesHi
nepemMorun Hag Boporom, o nwnam y 6in, MoB y TaHeub.

Jlnwe y HanpganblwoMy KyTi MiBOCTPOBA, Nig CaMUM ropoACbKUM MYpPOM,
Byno Tuxo i CNokinHo. Tpoxn He BCA TAa CTUrna y KasaHax i Ha cTonax,
amMmdopn CToSNM He HapyLleHi, 604K 3 MMBOM BITPUINCH Ha BiJIbHOMY
noBiTpi. TyT cTos/m Tabopom Bapsaru, ase Hi oguH 3 HUX He CigaB 3a CTin.
Heski, wo nocinanu 6ynn, noBcTtaBanum 3pa3sy X i niwnm y 36ip, wo obcTtynus
Ha 6epesi Mopsa rypTok sgen.

HYoTupboX NpUBIYHUX OPY>XKNHHUKIB 3 LWMTaMN Ta CAMcamMm CTOSAI0 Ha
4YOTUPbLOX porax, a Mi>K HUMN y BarpsaHin MaHTIi KHA3b Y 6IMCKYHOMY LLOJIOMI
3 30/10TUCTUM rpebeHem i 3 mevem npu 6oui. 3a HUMK BUAHO Byno ABOX
B'SI3HiB, MOB'A3aHNUX MOTY334M, Y MOPBAaHOMY 0443i, 3 3abpyaHEHUM NnLeM
Ta NMoKpueassieHUMN pyKamu. MNMo3any cTosanm ctapuin Boesoa LLBapHoO i
McTtucnas, obugea y 6anMcKy4mx natax, 3 Me4yaMu B pykax. banck orHmy
BinbueaBcsa y ACHOMY MeTai KpuBaBUMKU pedsiekcamMu, SKi naganam Ha

0611444 NPUCYTHIX | HagaBaNa IM CyBOPOro, rpisHOro BUrasay.

KHA3b CTYNNB Ha KaMiHb, AKUW MPUKOTUAN BAPArn 3-Mig roponcbkol
CTiHW, i NigHAB pyKYy. poMada 3aMOBKJ1a, XO4 MakKOM Cin, i nwe 3 Bignani
[OHOCUBCSH FOMIiH MUPYIOYUX PYCUHIB.

— Xopobpi BiKiHFK, MOT BipHi FPUAHI, ClyXanTe MeHe i 3aMKHiTb Cy[0Be
KOJI0 0OBKOJ1a UMX ABOX Ta MeHe, Wwob po3cyanTn MixK HaMmu npasgy i



BpexHto. Sk BM nigganncs nig mMin NpoBia, Tak s nigaatocs nig saw cya. |
AKLLO NpaBha BUABUTLCA Ha MoeMy 6oL, CTaHy i Aam Bignosiab ®apnadosi,
KONW BiH i Ae 3axoye.

MoBYKM 06CTYNUAN BapsArv rypTok i 3aroBopun:

— Tn, KHA310, KaXku csioBo! Big Tebe nae npasna! — Kasanu o4Hi.

— ®apnadg xopobpuin BOTH! — roBopuan iHWIi.— Y HbOro Tex He Byno
[oci 3paawn.

— loBopwu, rosopu! — 3akpuyann yci n 3aMOBKJIN, XOYHN.

— Uen, TyT npucyTHin ®apnadg EpikseH npunHae y meHe cnyxby, Sk BaLu
BOEBOAA, | CNY>XMB MEHI NpaBAoIo KisibKa NiT. 3a Le ogep>XyBaB yce, H4oro
cnig »agatu OPYXUHHUKOBI, @ KPiM LbOro, LWe 1 BAAKY KHA3S | NPU3HAHHS

Ha4daJibHOIro BO>XX4s.

Mo 360pi BapAriB noyyaacsa moBa o406peHHs.

— Ane, — npoaosxxyBaB CBATOoCNaB, — csabum 6yB ayx ®apnada, a
cepue noro Ty>uno 8o 6inbwmx ckapbiB Ta novecTen, HXX A NOMY MIr faTn, |
TOMY MOCNyxaB CMOKYCHUKa rpeka lNMapTeHis, SK1uin 3a HaKa3oM rpeLbKoro
Kecaps NiAMOBMB MeYeHiris 4o Hanaay Ha MO NpUbIYHY APYXXUHY Npun
Bosioui. Papnac MaB 3anMWNTN KHA3A Yy Hebe3neLi cepen BOPOriB i BECTU
BaC fasi axk Ao XepcoHesy. AKWO MeHe bynum 6 ybunm neyveHirn, mas
dapnad ogep>xaTm NeBHy CNyx0y i NNaTHIO y Kecaps...

— AK-TO? — NUTanu CTapwi MiXX BapAramm, — NOKUHYTN KOHYHra y 6ot

— ue 3paga!

— Woro XuTTa HaneXxuTb 00 Bosiogapsa! — Kasanu iHLWi.



Y 360pi HacTasno 3aMilwaHHA. ApyXUHHUKK Bynn KpanHbo 0310671eHi, pa3
TOMY, WO He 6panm y4acTi y 6010, a TaKOXX TOMY, LLIO HA HUX Nafasia HeYyecCTb
ObyTn nig npoBoaom 3pagHuKa i 6oarysa, AsKuin Tikae Big Bopora.

Ane ocb CBATOC/IAaB AaB 3HOBY 3HaK, WO Ga)kae roBopuTw, i BCi

3aMOBKJN.

— OpHave Hanapg He BAaBCsA. borv gonomorsan MeHi posnepiwmTm
CTenoBuX BOBKIB SIK CJlif, HE OCOPOMUIN MOT repol AaBHbOI caBu. ToAdi rpek
MNapTeHin nigpmoBuB ®apnaca youtn meHe mevem, a ®apnad... 3roanecs!

Yynn Bn Take, xopobpi, BipHi BiKiHIn?

XBUIMHY MOBYanu BapArn. BioTak cka)xeHUin pes BUPBaBCS 3 yCiX

rpynen.

MunTTIO 3abamwann COTHI MeYiB Ta HOXIB, BCi 6irnm nowmaTtyBaTn
3pafHUKIB, WO 3aTiANIN HeYyBaHe A0CI MiXK CKaHAWHAaBCbKUMUN reposMu Aino:
ybnTun BnacHoro Bosnogaps. Llen BUMHOK KnAaB Ha yCiX BapAris CTpaLLHYy,
4YOpHY NasaMy, a Konm 6 6yB CNOBHMBCS, KPOB YCiX LMX CUHIB AaNeKoi NiBHOYi
He 3Muna 6 ii. Tenep Morna ii 3MUTU KPOB 3pagHunKa. Tomy Birnm yci
BUTOYUTWK Ti 3 Papnaga. Ane CBATOC/IaB PO3HAB PYKW, BapTOBI MPOCTArIN

CMnUCK i Medi, ToBMNa 3aep xasacs.

— 3aXAaiTb, Xopobpi Moi,— cka3aB, — 9 He Barkatlo MecTi, nuwe cyny!

MoTim, 3BepTaro4nCb 40 NiACYAHUX, CMUTAaB:

— Yun npusHaewcsH, NMapTeHie, 0o uboro, wo bakas 3panoto norybuTn

MeHe | MoiX?

pek ynaB Ha KoJiHa.

— Bnaawvko, kecapt, — nebepis, — knAHycsa To6i 6orom, npe4yncToro'Ta
yCima CBATMMU, WO Le HenpaBpaa... Lle nuxi nioan Habpexanu Tobi, 60



H6a>xaloTb TBOEI | MOET Norybu. Kecap xoTiB Take BYNHUTKN, ane s He 3roaunBcs
i Bigpad)xyBaB rne4yeHiram... Lle ®apnac y4nHus, 60 Kecap imeHyBaB NOro
npoTtocnaTapieM... 1 6y 61 To6i BCe po3ka3aB, Ta 60sBcs, 60 Bapar meyem

rPO3MB MEHI...

MapTeHin roBOpmMB CKOPO MPELLbKO MOBOIO | TPACCS YBECH 3i CTpaxy,
NOro rno3eneHise nuue CynopoXXHo ckopymnocs. KHA3b BiABEpHYBCSH 3
ornpoto Big 6oarysa, neski naBaan 3 4ocaau, a iHWi faBasn BUSAB CBOEMY
00ypEeHHI0, BUKPUKYIOYU:

— Jlo rHoto 3 6oarysom! Hanoitm noro rHoiskot! Ha Kin 3 HUM!

Ane KHS13b He [03BOJINB Bapsiram ybutu rpeka.

— BiH He nig BawmM npucyanoMm, a nig MoiM, — cKasaB. — A Noro cam
rnokKaparw Ha UbOoMy, WO NoMy Muiwle Big 4ecTi. NMoyekanTe!l.. Ane ocb T,
dapiade, 4 TaKOXX 3axoyell 3arnepedyBaTul BUHY?

®dapnad MoBYaB.

— §K CBIiT cBiTOM, He ByBaso UbOro, wob Bapar He TO WO NOKNHYB
Bos0ogaps, ane we npmobiuas noro ckputo B6UTK 3a rpiw Ta noyecTi! Lle
HevyyBaHe, ue cTpalwHe ginol.. | XTo MaB BigBary noro BY4MHUTKU, TON NOBUHEH
MaTW MPUHAWMHI TiNIbKW YecTi, wob npusHaTuca. Uum 3aivmMe BiH 3 CBOro

poAy X04 raHbOby, @ NOTEPNUTb NINLLEHb Kapy, sika 3MUE BUHY i HEYECTb.

®apnad nobnig we Ginblie, ane NigHAB ropho rosiosy.

— Tak, KHA310, | BW, TOBapuLWi,— CKa3as TBepLo, — 4 nigLaBCca HamoBaM
OCb L€l ragtokun, ane OfiH ocTepir KOHYHra, cnasa nomy 3a ue! Asn He
Ba)kann 3pagun i NoraHi i WAKTb MeHe Ha TEMHUN HanbCcTpaHg, 60 6a)katoTb
30eperTun CMHa i BHyKa repoiB Bif CTpaxiTTa i raHbbu Menbranmy. 1 posymito
Tenep BeJIMKOPO3YMHICTb KHA3A Ta slacky 60riB, TOMY NPU3HAOTLCA 00 BUHW.
CyniTe MeHe!



| 3 ropao nigHeCceHo rosioBoo BKASK ®apnad nepepn KHa3eM, a no 36opi
MOHICCA roMiH cxBasieHHA. o KHA3A npucTynue LLBapHO i nogas nomy
AepeB’saHY NannyKy, Ky KHA3b MaB 3/JlaMaTu HaZ roJlI0BOIO 3/104MHLUSA 33 3HaK
CMepPTHOro npucyay. Ane KHA3b He BYMHUB LIbOro. Pyka 3 najn4koto Brnana
B340BX Tijla, 4OJI0 HAXMYpPUOCH, BUAHO, KHA3b AyMaB Haf YNMCb, i B HbOMY

BinbyBanacb BHYTpiWHA 6opoTbba. BCi npncyTHi MoBYanu, Xxay4v npucyny.

BkiHUi 3aroBopuB CBATOCNAB:

— Ynm € xTO y Kpy3i, XTO 6 He NoBipmB y NpaBay 06BNHYBAYEHHA? —
CNnTaB, — AKLL0 HaNAeTbCA TakKun, Hexan niginMe pyky, a A 3inay 3 KaMeHs |

nepenam NOMy NPOBiIg Ha CyAunLLi.

Hi ogHa pyka He nigHanacs.

— Konwu Tak, 1o Tn, ®apnadge, BUHEH y 3pafi Ta BipOJIOMCTBI, i 4 MOBUHEH
ybuTn Tebe... Ane A npowato T06i, 60 y TBOIX HaMmipax 6ysa Benmy ragkum
NigTATXU 0AHUM yaapoM Meva abo HOXKa OCHOBY CBITY, yClo BeninyHy 6ynoBy
MOEI aep>xaBu, gosto BizaHTil Ta bonrapit!

Y 360pi XBUAMHY NaHyBaJla MOBYaHKa, asie NoTiM 3HOBY MOYYJINCSA KPUKN

0bypeHHs.

— Tak He Moxe ByTu! Lle copom! Lle ranbba! Mig rpaTtu 3panHuka! Moro
3pafa Ha Hac i cMHax Hawwux! Mig rpaTn, nig rpatn!

CesATOCNaB MaxHYyB PYKOIO i BIiAKNHYB NogaHy MoMy nanuyky, a Mctmcnas
pO3TAr MOTY3U, AKMMK ByB 3B’a3aHun Papnad. Tosna 3aMOBKJIA, @ KHA3b
3BepHyBCA Ao lMapTeHis.

— | Tebe, 6o4ryse, He cTaHy s KapaTun, 60 MeHi XXaJlb NOraHUTK YpeBii
po3nasseHnM xpobakom. Copom i raHbba T06i i TBOIM. TBOI Bipy
crnosigyBana Mo MaTW KHArMHA Onbra, i BOHa NpMHoOCcKMAa in 4ecTb. MeHi

34aBanocs, Wo BOHa € Bipoto bnaropogHux cepaeub. Tenep bavy, Wwo i



3pafgHuKN, i 60arysm Texx MoXxXyTb ByTU rpeubKoi Bipwy, i 1 BOJIO FrepONCbKy
Bipy 6aTbKiB, LLO 3paAHMKa Kapa€E CMepPTHO, YMM TBOIO, L0 MiAHOCUTb NOro

noHap iHWunx. A Tenep ameuce! MNosapn Tebe cToiThb CMH BoecnaBa, AKOro Tn
kKonnce norpabysas. MNpasaa?

— KnsHycb npe4yncrtoto, — 3anebenis 3HOBY rpek, — Wwo ue 6yno 3
Hakasy...

— Kanokunpa, 3Hato, — OOKiHYMB KHA3b — aJsie Noro TyT HeMa, a y Tebe
MalHO 4YnMmasie. 3aBTpa 3bepell, 9K BUKYM 3a cebe, TUCAYY FPUBEH...

— Tucsady rpmseH! XpucTe yapio!.. — KPUKHYB rpek, SKUn 3pasy x
npunwos go cebe, KOAW UL MOYYB, LLO KHA3b NOro He Byae cTpadyBaTu.

— Mosuwu, 3noai0! — rykHys CeaTtocnas. — He Topryunca! Ceoro
nonommnHanca y Kanokumpa. Ui rpuBHn nepenacu ApyXUHHUKOBI J11IOTOBI,
AKUW 10e Ha Pycb 3 HegyXxXumm Boskamu, ana Mctucnasa BoecnaBuya Ta
pigHi noro y 3anicca Hag OHicTpoMm. [loTn He nywy Tebe 3 npuB’'a3i, AOKK
yoBeH JltoTa He gonamee Ao rupna OHinpa. bepiTe noro!

YoTnpun APY>XMHHUKK MOTArNM rpeka 3 coboto, McTucniaB iloOB 3a HUMU, a

KHA3b 3 LLIBapHOM 36upanucs i cobi nitn. Ane Bapsaru He NyCcTUAn ix.

— Tw NpocTuB, KHA3I0, 3pajHMKaM, — CKa3aB cTapuin Poap, — Ha ue
TBOS KHs>XKa BOJISA; ajsie CyaoBUnM Kpyr — Hil BikiHroBi HEBINIbHO NMpoLaTn

3paay, Hi Bipo/s1IOMCTBO.

— 5 He Bar)katlo cMepTi uboro rpnaHa! — BiAMNOBIB KHA3b CyBOpPO.

Ane ocb o6i3zBaBcsa Papsiad, WO BECb Lie YaC CTOAB Ha KOJliHax —
HEenopyLIHO, 3aKPUBLLWN 04i pyKaMu.

— [Oskyto To6i, KHA310, 3a NacKy, ajie BOHa 3HANa 6inbMo 3 o4en Moix, i 5
Bavy, AKe cTpawHe 3aTifAB 9 y lYyKaBOMy MOEMY cepui. TakOMy CepLuto He cnif,



yxxe butuca y rpygax. 1 myuwy noHecTu kapy, 60 K Hi, To cam Hangy oopory
[0 CBOro cepus TMM caMnuM MeyeM, KOTpuM Bar)kaB NMoLlyKaTu TBOrO, i 3MUIO

raHbby 3pagHunKa raHbb6oto camoBbuBCTBa.

— Nig rpatu! Mig rpatu! — peBinu BiKiHIK.

KinbKa 3 HUX MPUBOJIOKNI0 He3abapoM KiflbKaHaAUATb 3ani3HnX wTab,
AKNX YMMao Be3Nun Kynui Ha npofax< y XepcoHes. [NpyTu Ui 38'a3a1mn y
rpaTn, a NoTiM NpuB’a3anu ix Papnadosi oo xpebTta. Papnad He Npy4aBCH |
NOCNYLHO MiwoB Ha 6eper Mmop4. Kinbka CUAbHUX MY>XiB HECN0 rpaTu. MoTim
CKUHYM rpaTun 3 bepera y Boay Tak, LLO BOHU, Najatydun, Hakpuam coboro
®dapnada.

Bona 6yna minka, ane Bara 3asi3a He [03B0OJIS/1a NMPUB’'A3aHOMY 3pYLLUNTU
3 Micus. BnacHe Tpeba 6yno 3pagHuUKa KUHYTU Y FTHOIBKY, A€ BiH 3rMHyB 6u
Ckopo. TyT My4umBcs AoBro. [1oesro wymina soga, 6osTaHa HENOACLKNMN
3yCUIIAMU TOHYYOr 0 Yy MiJIKin BoAi MiLLHOro My><a. Pa3 y pa3 noasnascsa Han
BOJOK TO OAWH, TO APYrUi pir rpaTis, ane BKiHLi BCce cTuxno. Boaa
3acrnokoinacs, i amwe Mica4Hi 6anckn nepenmBannca Ha LboMy MicCLi

XUBiWe, HiXX OeiHae.

Cepep rpoboBOi MOBYaHKIN 3acCiB KHA3b 3 Bapsaramu 40 BeYepi.

X. Y OOPOCTOJI

3a WNPOKO PO3NUTUM [JyHAaEM 3aX0AMNJ0 COHLE i Knaano KpmBaBi 61nMcKuM
Ha A3epkaso Boau. bini TymaHu poXXeBinnm Hag BOOOK Y 3apeBi, a y HUX
rybmecs manxe 30BCiM niBun 6eper piku. 3 WMPOKNX piBHMH JliBoBepexxks
AyB OYLWHUW, rapsa4yuii BiTep, a 3 BEJIMYE3HUX AYHANCLKUX MJIaBHIB HEC/INCS
»Xab’'a4i xopu Ta KpukKmM 60NOTAHOI NTULI. YCbOMY AaBaB Mipy nNTax rynasno,
o pa3y pa3 ob3mBaBcsa y moknakax: "lyn, ryn!" Cnigom 3a umMm 4yBcCs
KJeKiT By3bKiB, FOCTPi FOI0CK XKYpaBJliB Ta Yanenb, a 3 APYyroi CTOPoHu, 3
npasoro bepera, Bianosiganan iMm ronocu Nepenisok, LWo cepen Ninb Ta neBag
3bmupannca oo cHy. Hagxonms Bewip.



Y ropogai lopocToni 3a4nHmMNM BpamMu, a pyCbKi BapTOBi NoYaan XoanTun
Mo CTiHax ropoda Ta 3aMKy. HaceneHHs ropoaga — 6osrapu, rpeku i 4ymmasno
TaKN PYyCUHIB — BapwuJio BeYepto i 36upanocs y niaciHAX noBeyvepaT npu
cMoJsiocKunax abo onmBHUX namMnax. MNMaxouli, SKi NWAn Bif »XapeHoi
6apaHuHu Ta pubu, gonitTanun i 4O BapTOBUX, IM CHUBCHA MOBHUI FrOpHELb
rOPOXYy 3 COJIOHNHOIO Ta KyxX0Jlb BUHa. OQnH 3a OAHUM KMOaB OKOM Ha 3aMOK,
e BCi BiKHa ropinm scHUMmM BOrHamu. Tam nupysas natpuuin Kanokump 3
PYCbKOIO APYXUNHOI, 60 came HMHI Npubir roHeub 3 BiCTKOIO, Wo CBATOCaB
po36vB Ha NMoporax nevyeHiris. BapToBi 4ynun cNiBM Ta KPUKN OXMENINNX
TOBAPULWLIB i po3rnaganuca AoBkona... Hige Hi XXneoi ayuwi, a TyT nevYyeHs Tak
i HagUTb A0 cebe i M'sKa BOBHSAAHA NOCTi/lb MA@HUTb CONIOAKUM CMOYNHKOM. |
OOMH NO OAHOMY BapTOBI TiKasn No XaTax i 40 He fuLe No pycbkKux, ane i no
bonrapcbkux, 60 He OAVH i3 KHAXKUX NIIOAEN MaB Y)Ke TYT Ha Yy )XUHi XaTy i
pigHto. Jobpa, Tuxa Boa4a pyCuHa Haxo4ua HaBiTb cepepl CTPALUHOI BiIHN
po3pajy i WwacTa y MMpHuUX bonrapcbknx xaTtax, i 6araTo 3 HUX AyMano
NpoBeCTWN yBecChb Bik Ha [lyHai. Taki cami nnaBHi, 9k Ha OHinpi, bynan i TyT, a
MOBa i 3BM4an Bynn ny>ke CXoxxi.

Yepes Tpu poku nicng npuxony CeaTtocnaBa [LOpoCTON CTaBaB yXxe

HaniBPyCbKMM. MiCTOM.

Mi>xx TUM cepef raMmopy Ta CnNiBy NMpPyBaau rpuaHi BOEBOAN Ta ABOPSAHN Y
BEJINKIN FPUOHULI Ha 3aMKy. Y NpoxosioAi TOBCTUX MYPOBaHUX CTiH
PO3KOLUYBAJINCA FOCTi 1400 Ta HAaNUTKaMK, a Ha HavYaJibHOMY Micui cnais
Kanokup y kecapcbkin 6arpsaHuui i nokasysaB yCiM Becene, 6e3)KypHe i
JlacKkaBe nuue.

Ane nig 6pywxkaMn MaHTIl rpasacsa pyka ABoMa Tabanydkamu,
3/1iNJ1€eHNMKU BOCKOM. Byno ue nucbMo, ke ofep>xas nepen XBUJINHOK Yepes
crneuianbHOro nocnaHus. Nodi 6ys0 YnTaTM NOro y NPUCYTHOCTI BOEBOAIB.
Tomy BCTaB i NiAHAB YapKy Bropy.

— MoB4aTun, moB4aTun! — 3arygisin ronocu, i ramip y rpuaHuui 3pasy

CTunx.



— bpaTia i gpy>uHo! — novas Kanokup, Hacnigy4dm cnocib
CedATocnaBa. — Pa3oMm 3 BICTKOO NMpoO NepemMory ofep>xas 4 Bif naTpiapxa
Bacunia nncemo. BOHO, NeBHO, AyXXe BaXkKJmBe i ToMy Baxkato npoyntaTin

MNoro Bam.

— YyTan, yntanm! — ckaslasim BOEBOON.

— YuTtan! — 3arynm rocTi.

Kanokunp po3ninue Tabnmykun. J1Ierko 3gpurHyainucs pucu noro nus, Koam

I'Ip06il' nMMCbMO O4YMMa, ajie MJiaBHO, HE CMMNHAKYNCL, MPO4YNTaB.

— Kecap IsaH Lnmickin sunwos 3 BinCbKoM 3 Llapropoga i npsMye y
MakenoHito. bepexiTbca! Y HbOro N'aTHagUATb TUCAY NiWOro, a TPMHaAAUATb
KIHHOro BinCbKa. |ayTb Ha many lNpecnasy...

Mpo4uTasLln, CNUTaB:

— UWo »x Ham pobuTtn? CeaTocNaBa HeEMa, MyCUMO PILLINTN CaMi.

— Wo TyT piwatn? — 3akpuyano pa3oM Kinbka BoeBogis. — ligem
3aBTpa AocBiTa y NpecnaBy, 3abepemo CBUHENbLAOA i, NOKN KHA3b BEPHETbLCH,
po3nepiwmmo pomMeis, MoB ACTpyb Kypen.

— Tak, Tak! lNepyH iM y TiM'q! — peBina ToBnNa.

— Buynctmmo xaTy Ha noro npunomM! — kKpmyanum geski.

— CnaBa KHsaA3eBi! — rykHyB Kanokup.
YKHY

— CnaBa, cnhaBa-a-a! — nNoBTOpPWIN NPUCYTHI | BUNWIN BUHO 3 HYapOK.



Kanokup ciB, ane noro nnue He BUSBASAN0 3arasibHoi pagocTi. BoHo 6yno
6nige, a Ha Yoni 3'aBMBCA BUpa3 rnmbokoro cymy. Y nucbmi 6yno 30BCiM He
Te, Wo Yntas Kanokup Apy>XunHi. BiH 3HaB, WO HiIXTO 3-MOMiIXX HeEl He BMi€
YyuTaTU rpeLbKoro NMCbMa, TOMy NMoAaB YCiM BifOMICTb, AKY XOTiB. B nucTi X

B6yno HanucaHo: "Hawa 3moBa BukpuTa. PaTtynca!". Ocb i Bce.

HeneBHIiCTb Ta CTpax MeTann gyuwlet naTpuuisa. AKLWo He BTeuYe,
CTpallHa Kapa MOXe BNacTn Ha Hboro. CBATOC/1IaB NoHa yce rmanBecs
3pafnoto Ta bpexHero i 3a Ue 3BUK ByB KapaTun CMepTio. 3 APYroi CTOPOHN, He
npocTme 6m Nomy i kecap, Konm 6 BiH NOKNHYB [lopocTo. YCi Npoxoan Kpi3b
BankaHum 6ynu B pykax CBMHeNbAa, a HeYNCNeHHe BiNCbKOo Lumickia mycuno
po3buTnca y npoxoai ob onip nepeBa>kaynx CU PYCbKUX APYXXUH. Kanoknp
MaB YCYHYTU APYXXMHU 3 npoxoaiB abo nyctutu y JOpoCTON POMEIB, SKi
Manu npuixatn yHaem i3 mopsda. Ane ue gpyre 6yno Hemoxxnuee, 60
CedATOCNaB He 3agep)xaBcs Yy KopCyHi, a npocTo Hacnie Ha [lyHawn, Tak wo
ckopLue Mycms NpunbyTn y LOpOCTO, HiXK Bi3aHTINCbKUA PNOT. 3aMLanocs,
oTXe, nmue 34iINCHUTN APYruiA NiaH, a came, BIATAMHYTU APYXUHY 3
BankaHiB. fK e ue BYNMHUTU NOMY, WO CaM HeneBHUN ByB HaBiTb XUTTH, a

He TO KHSXXOI JTaCKn?

TSAXKKO 3a4yMaBCs FpeK, AUBJISHNCHE Ha NUPYOYUX FOCTEN, | nwe

XBUJIAMW CriaJlaxyBaJin y NOro BEJINKUX, KPYTrJInX HOPHUX O04aXxX BOrHUKWN.

| 0OCb NPOACHNNOCA NOro NnLe, BUAHO, 3HANLLOB BiH BUXiA 3 CKPYTWU.
Burnagunnacs 3smMopLuka Ha 4oni i skpa3 6paB y pyku 4apky, wob sunutm o
BOEBOAIB, KON panToM novynucs: "Cnasa! Cnasa!". | noro oxonus
HEBUMOBHWUIN »XaX, XXax NoANHK, Wwo ba4ynTb nepen coboto Tyne, 6ine BicTpsA
CBiXK0O3acTpyraHoro Kosa. [omMiXX Opy>XMHHUKaMu CTyrnaB y CyrnpoBofi
MapTeHis Ta rapHOro CTPyHKOro Mosioaus y 6amckyyin 3époi — CeATocnas.

— [0o6po 3 Nnpuxonom, npuHoLwy BaM, 6paTTa i APY>KMHO! — CKa3aBs
nackaBo. — 3popos 6ys, Kanokupe! bayvy, B rapHo 3abaBnserecs, n'eTe,
NUPYETe, TO X faunTe i Ham!



MeTHynncsa cnyrv nogasaTtu Ky, caMm Kasiokmp, nosesieHinmm 3 cTpaxy,
3ipBaBCA 3 cifgasa i BXONMUB Yy PYKKN SKecCb 611000 Ta HIC NOro KHsa3eBi. Llen
nobyB HoXKa, Bpi3aB ABa 4YMMani KyCcHi, nogas oanH MCTNUCNaBOBi i MOBYKMU
no4as iCTW, He AUBJIAYUCH Ha iHLWIi CTpaBW, KLipw, npunpasn, Ta BUHO.
McTucnas iB TakoX, BN'aAnBLUN O4i B Kanokupa, i 6a4ms noro ctypboBaHicTb
Ta TpuBory. BiH pa3 y pa3 niacMixyBascs, a LLen yCMix apaTyBaB HE3BMYAWNHO
HeLMporo rpeka.

— A YoMy TO Yy BaC, — CMNMTaB 3HiY4eB'S1 KHA3b, — HEMA Ha CTiHaxX BapTu?

TyT 3BepHYBCS 4O BOEBOAIB, a Wi MOXUANAN FrOJIOBUN, HAYe OChinseHi

6/IMCKABKOIO MaHAPIBHUKN Yy FYXY Hid.

— XTO 3 BacC MaB po3CTaBUTWN BapTy? — NUTaB KHA3b AaJli.

— MpocTun pecnoTta! — BiAMOBIB 3a BOEBOAIB KasloOKNP TUXUM, HECMINIUM
ronocoM. — Mu yci paginm TBOEK NepemMoror, TOMy 1 3anpocmB yCix Ha nup.
BapTa, BugHo, NnoBTikasna, ane il po3CTaBMB A CaM LLe 3Be4opa.

— To T 3ne 3pobumBs, NaTpuULLiE,— CKa3aB CMOKINHO KHA3b. — 1p Nnpom,
pajiCTb PagicTio, afie MOBUHHOCTI HiXTO 3a Tebe He cnoBHUTbL. OCb i XopcC-
Ha>x6or woaHsa BuxoamTb Ha Hebo, 6O HIXTO NOro He 3aCTynNUTb Y NOro AOJIi.
BiH 6or, a T wo? XXMeHA noneny, Ky XTO 3HAE KON i Ae pO3Bi€ BiTep No
noni. Tu 3ne B4nHMB, Kanokupe! Hexain xe Tenep BoeBoAN ioyTb

NMMabHYBaTU MiCTO, @ M nocnammo Ta nobanakaemo.

Boesoau sBunwinn, pagi, Wo KHA3b He NIIOTUBCSA | He KapaBg, a Ti, Wo 3Hanu
NOro Kpawie, kasanu, wo, 6e3 cymMHiBy, NagnTbCAa SKacb Bennka nogais, 6o
KHSA3b NOrigHMM i Becennin. Pasom 3 BOEBOAAMN BUNLLJIO | HAMANO OPYXKUHN,

BEPXHIiN KiHeub rpuaHnLL oOnycTiB.

TuMm vacoMm cnoea CBATOC/IaBa 0X0/104UIM KPOB Kasioknpa, MOB 3MMOBUN
BiTep BoAYy. KMeHelo nornesy Ha3BaB MOro KHA3b, — HEBXXE XX BiH AyMaE

CMasnTn NOro XmsmmM? JlykaBum rpek TpPemTiB Ta XAaB KOXKHOIro cioBa 3 yCT



CedATOCNaBa, Ha4ye cMepTHOro cyay. KH4a3b goigas TMM4YacoM M’'SiCO Ta BUNUB

YapKy BUHA, NOTiM 0OMUB pyKW y CPiOHIN MigHULI | cNnTaB:

— A 4un ue npasga, Kanokupe, ino T Bucunas MNapTeHia no ®apnadga Ta

3MOB/IABCA 3 NeYeHirammn?

Konn 6 rpim 6yB nycHyB nobnunsy Hir rpeka, To He 6yB 6u 1noro 6inbLie
nopasmB, HiX Le, Tak Harno, 6e3 BCTyniB, NUTaHHSA. BizaHTieub, BUXOBaHeLb
LicapCbKOro ABOPY, 3BUK [0 BCINAKUX KaBep3, NiaCTyniB, MPUXOBaHMX
3/71041MHIB, 6pexHi, 06yan, ane 30BCiM HE MaB MOHATTS, WO Le Take
BiABapPTICTb, WMpPiCTb. Havye noBbHeE0, BOAapWaM NOro KHSXXi cioBa. BiH
NYCTUB 3 PYK YapkKy, 3aTPACCSH YCiM TifIOM, inue rno3esieHino, a oyi niginwnn
nig 4050, MOB y Tpyna.

— Wo?.. 9k ue?.. 3Bigkn?.. — 3anebenis. Mloro Bxonuna rnukaeka, a 3y6
3ackaKyBaB 3a 3Y0.

— MeHi Take po3ka3yBaB [MapTeHin! — gogas CNOKINHO TOHOM
nosicHeHHs CBATOCNAB. B L0 XBUAVHY Fpek npuinwos ao cebe. Konum
CesaTOCNaB Ai3HaABCA NMpo 3pady Bia MNapTeHia, To 6iga we He 6yna Tak
Benvka. Kanokup 3ibpaB yci cmnm Ta BCi 34i6HOCTI, aki HabyB Ha
Bi3aHTINCbKOMY OBOPi. BMUTb MOYEPBOHIB i Y KPAaNHIiN CKa>KeHOCTi KUHYBCS

Ha MNapTeHis.

— Pabe noraHun! — 3aBepewas. — To TW... TWU... TaKy MoOraHb Npo
MEHe... HamBipHiWoro cnyry — paba pycbkoro i 6onrapcbkoro uaps
PO3HOCKL i Hajiewcs, Wwo xTocb To6i NoBipuTb? CKOTE WONYAMNBUN... S Ha

Kin Tebe Bento nocagnTn... Ansuck!

TyT Kanoknp BXOMNMB HiX i, MOKN XTO BCTUI NOMY nepeLwKkoanTn, sbums
NOro 4oCUTb rNMBOKO y BllIaCcHy NiBy pyKy. TiCHa TYyHiKa, AKY HOCUB rpek nifg
barpsaHuueto, obarpunacsa Kpos'io.



— OunBuce, pabe, AMBUCHL i TU, LApPIO, i BU, FOCTi,— 3aKQIMKaB 3 Najalnynm
nvueM, — 0Cb Tak 5 3@ CBOIO BIPHICTb NOCNIAHIO KparJto KPoBi BUTOYY... AK
npasAa, Lo e KPoB MJnBe 3 MOEI BJIACHOI BOJli, TaK NMpaBanBOIO € MOS
nobos i BipHiCTb y cepui!.. Tn, TBapOKoO, TU, TPyCe, TN, BOHIOYE CTEPBO,
6osBcs 3a cBoe cobaye xunTTa? Ocb 9 TObI ypaTyto noro! bepiTb noro, —

FYKHYB Ha nepenskaHux cny>ebHukis, — i nocafiTb Ha Kin.

MapTepin KNHYBCA Ha3af, Koam Kanoknp BXonue 3a HiXX, 60 oymas, Wwo
TOn noro cnpasAi B6'e€ Ha Micui. Ane Koam e He CTanocs, foragascs, Wo Bce
Te nuwe rpa. B yaoasaHin po3nyui ynae 40 Hir po3rHiBaHoro, Mosve i 6naras
NPo XXUTTHA, asie He BUNPOCUB Hivoro. Cnyrn BuBesin NOro 3 rpuaHuLI.
BuinwosLumn, yCMixXHYBCS BAOBOJIEHO, NPOTArHYB 3irHEHi naedvi i 3BepHyBCs Y
6iyHi aBepi, oe byna noro KiMHaTKa, y AKin 6a>kaB BUCnaTnucs no
KilbKaAeHHIN noaopoxi. Ane ynap n'aCTyKOM y Kapk rnoBYMB NOro, Wwo noro
MipKYBaHHS He 30BCiM BJly4yHe. BigBepHYBCs [0 HAaCTaBHUKA CIyr, KUK

LUTOBXaB NOro 33aay.

— 9K cMmiew, pabe noraHun, NIAHOCUTN PYKY Ha NOBIpPHUKA NOro
AOCTONHOCTI? — 0BypuBCA i FNSHYB WBNAKO B 04i paboBsi, 60 WyKaB y HUX
BUpPa3y NOKOpPW i NOKAAHHA. Asie TeMHi odi paba 3anmwannuca HesMiHHUMN. Y
HUX OeCb Ha OHi NanaB HaBiTb MaJ€HbKMN BOrHUK NMPUXoBaHOI 37106u. BiH

MOBYKWM BKa3yBaB PYKOIO Ha ABeEpi, 3a SKUMU Jie)XaB 3aMKHEHNI ManfaH.

— Kyaun sBepews meHe? — cnuTas NapTeHin BXKe NOoKipHiwe.

— 9K Kyon? — BiANoBiB HaCTaBHUK. — Moxe, He yyB? — Ha kin! He
y

npy4vancs, 60 Taka BoOS NaHa, He rHiBaw NOro we B OCTaHHIN XBUJINHI.

MapTeHieBi NOTEeMHINO B 04ax. Big n’'aT noYann MmypaLlku nistTm nomy no

LIKIpi, @ Y1eHn Tina Tepnau, Havye y XoJI04Hin Bo4i.

— UWo ™1, — nenetas, — He 3p0O3yMiB BOJIi MaHa? 1an we pas, nocnuTan,
Le X He Mmoxe byTun! Bubutu piskamum, BugaT Ha MyKu, BTATU HOTY, PYKY,

HIiC, yXa, A3uK... BugosbaTtu odi... Ane kin? Xa, xa, xa!



peK 3aperoTaB 3pa3y AKMMCb CTPALIHUM CMixoM. 3ybu BOUB y AoniWwHIO
ryby Tak, Wwo a)x KpoB cnamneana no 6opogi. | pantom ynas MNapTeHin Ha

3eMJ110 i 3apuaas, 3axaumnas naadvyem 60>XKeBiNbHOI NIOONHMN...

HacTaBHUK 3aayMaBcsa. Moxke, crnpaBAi Haka3 NaHa Tpeba b6yno iHakwe
po3yMiTu? XT0 3Hae! MNMapTeHin 3Hae xiba, wo He BubpewweTbCs, i, NEBHO, He
6yB 6u BepTaBca y JopocTos Ha nornbenb. ToMy Haka3aB CJ/lyram

NWAbHYBaTK B'A3HSA, @ CaM nogaBcsa y rpuaHuLto. Mo XBUanHi BEpHYBCS.

— 3B’A3aTW 37104i8! — ryKHYB. — 3a ue, W0 3pagnB KHA34 i Haworo naHa
Ta ob6bpexaB NoOro nepen KHA3eM, yMpe Ha KOJli i TO HeramHo.

| panToM No4YyB rpek, Wo sKUNCb rosiocC wenTtas NoMy Hibu no yxa: "Teos
CMepTb € PATYHKOM Kasiokupa“...

Ta ragka npowmnbna noro 6mckaskoto. NMapTeHin NOCUHIB yBeECH i

BTPaTUB NaM’'aAThb.

Mo XBUINHI NOYYB, WO MypaLLKKW NiAsa3saTb BCE BULLE | BULLE, aX 3ai3/1u
NnOMYy B MO30K. 36yaMBCSA i 4yB, K NOr0 BUTAM/IN HA MandaH i KUHYJIM Ha
3eMs1t0. Konm po3noLwme o4i, morngan noro ynae Ha 6ine, Tyne BicTps
CBi>XX0O3aCTpyraHoro nang.

| TOoOi HeNACLKNN peB, PeB 3BiPAY0I TPMBOrM BUPBABCSA 3 rpyaen
HeLLacHOoro...

TumMmyacom CBATOCNAB 3BICTUB KasloOKMPOBI, WO poMei iayTb 3 BEJINKOIKO
cunoto y MakepnoHito. Kecap BisaHTii nepemir octaTto4yHo apabiB i Bapay
doKy, cBosKa uicaps Hukudopa, skoro sbms Limmickin. |oy4un, Bupasas Licap
CBOE BiNCbKO 3a 6onrap, i ui no4ann 3bmpaTnca y Batarum, wobum KNHyTUCA Ha
PYCVHIB.

— Y Hac fina Ha BCi pyKU, — YCMiXHYBCS KHSA3b, — aJie M1 Noro 3pobummo.
A 3anuwycb TyT Ta npumydy 6onrap, wob He NUHAYNANCL, a TN, Kanokupe,



nigew Big MeHe y lMNMepeacnaBeub Ta Haka)kew CBMHENbO0BI 6OPOHNTKU
H6anKaHCbKi MpoOXoaun Big poMeiB, OOKU S HE HAaCTUrHy... 3 Toboto nige we n
McTtuncnas, 60 CBuHenba He Monoaunin, a McTucnaB— Le rosioBa, AKUX HaBiTb

y Bac, rpekis, Hema! BiH nepexntpus MNMapTeHisa i Papnada.

MaTpuuin Kanokup NpurisgHyBCcsa AOKAaAHO 00 MOJI0AUS, a MOTiM,
YCMIiXHYBLUNCb COJIOAKO, MOoAapyBaB MOMY BEJIMKNI NePCTEHb 3 CAMOLBITOM.

— Ue Ha pnobpy apyxby, Mmonoaye! — cka3as.

Monofeub NOKJOHUBCS, ane He BiaAaB AyLi JlyKaBoOMYy

rPeKoBi. BUCTPO CniamB 3a KOXXHMM NOro pyxoMm, 60 gotenepiwHs
cny>xba HaB4wWa noro, nobpe oKo 1 yxo He pa3 binblle 3HAYNTb Y XKNUTTIHO,

Hi>X HEe 3HaTW AKa BigBara N xopobpicTb.

CKOpoO BMNLIOB KHA3b 3 McTncnaBsoM y Tepem, oe Manu obnasa
crnoymeaTu nicnga goporun. bynmn cami, 60 Kanokup 3aanwmecsa y rpugHuui, ge

KiIHYMBCA NMUP | OPY>KUHHUKN PO3XOOMINCS A0O0MY.

— KHA310, — noYaB TOAi TUXUM FoJ1I0COM Molodelb, — WO MeHi pobutny
MepescnaBui?

— 3actynutu CBnHenbaa y bankaHax i He BigaaTn ix pomesm, xiba 3
XUTTAM. Y LbOMY MOS 4eCTb. TU He 3Ha€w, YoMy Tak. Ocb Baynwl, Kon
Kecap IBaH 3akKosi0B Kecaps Hukudopa, a Tpyn BUKUHYB Ha CHIr, B34ABCA A0
NpaBJiHHA MyApo i 4isnbHO. O MeHe nocsaiaB NoCiB, KaXKy4n MeHi, wob y3as
cobi Haropogay, sky npnobiysas 6ys Hukugop, i nwos cobi LoaoMy. 3Ha4YUTb,
O 9 1 MOSA OpY>XUHA, LUe Hibn gpyri Bapsaru, Wo iX MoXKHa AicTaTu 3a rpoLui,
CKinbKn gywa 3abaxkae. Ha Te 4 BignosiB nomMy, WO, KPiM OKYMy 3a MiCTa,
3emi Ta 6bonrap i 3a KOpCyHCbKY BOJIOCTb, BifaaM oMy pewTy 1 dyay noro
Apyrom. Ane kecap CTaB rpo3uTu MeHi, Wo rnob’e Ta NpoXxeHe CUoko, AKLLO
He nigy cam. ToAdi 9 Norpo3ne NOMy, LLO NOLYyKato noro B Llapropogai, i akbn

MeHe He noksinkasna bnaxeHHa Mo MaTu Onbra, NeBHO, i AyXy POMEHIB He



B6yno 6m no yen 6ik bocnopy. MnHynoro poky po3bus CeuHenbn Bapay
Cknipa 3 BINCbKOM, a LLbOro POKY X04Yy A caM AoixaTu KiHus Llaproponosi, K
noixas ITunesi, Capkenesi Ta bonraposi. [NNlepemora 3anexuTb Bif NPOX0niB

Kpi3b BankaHn. TOMy NUAbHYN IX, IK OKa B rOJ10BI.

Monopeub 3agymMaBcA.

— He BO rHiB T06i, KHS>XXa MUNICTb! — cNMTaB No XBUINHI.— YoMy Tu He
cTpaTuww Kanokupa? MNpune4ym Noro BorHeM, i BiH yce BUCNIiBa€ i He ogHY
TaHy 3pauTb, NPO AKY HIKOMY i HE CHU10CA. 1 HOMYCb NOMY He BipIO, SIK He
BipuB MNapTeHieBi i ®apnagosi.

CBsATOC/NaB 3aCMisIBCA | MOMNJIeCKaB PyKOo Mo naevyy Mosogus.

— | 9 oMy He Bipto, ane Bipto, Wo He byne BipHiworo paba, Hi rpuaHA Big
HbOro, AKLWO HaM NOLWACTUTb. TU 3a HUM CNiAUTUMELL, @ KOn nponae
Hebe3neka, Tak TW He NUTan, nuwe 6un, a 9k B6’e€Ww, To He NpunsHaeancs, 6o
CKaXXyTb, WO TK nciB 6’ewl. — TyT KHA3b 3aCMifABCA ripko. — MeHi, 6a4, noro
Tpeba. baraTo pomeiB He NtbUTb BipMeHUHa LUunmickia. MNaTpiapx Bacunin He
pas3 3paf>XyBaB Moro rsaHu. | Kasnokmp Mmae y Llapropoai cBoix

NPUXUNbHUKIB, TOMY § MOr0 MyLLY A0 Yacy LWaHyBaTW.

— A BCce-Taku 9 noro borwcs

— Xa, Xa, — 3aCMifiBCHa KHA3b, — 9§ Hi, ane 9 He nbato noro.

| CBATOCNAB 3 OrMAO00 TPINHYB MasibUsaMW.

Mpwn BXOAi 3 KHAXKOro ABopy BOHM nobaynnm, wo Ha MangaHi 3ibpanacs
YyrMMasia TOBMNa JII0OEN AOBKOJIa BUCOKOrO YyA0BULLA, WO ONBUIIOCA Ha HUX
BE/IMYE3HNMN TEMHUMMN AMaMun o4eln. CBATOCIaB 34PUrHyBCcs. McTucnas

MMUMOXIiTb MOOABCHA Ha3am.

— Map... TeHin! — npowwenTas.



— bigonaxa! — cka3aB KHA3b. — Koaun 6 9 3HaB, WO NOro nocaadaTb Ha
nanb, 6y 6m Moro cam Benis yontn Tonopom abo nmwme y KopcyHi 10BUTH

pnoy.

MapTeHin cuaiB Ha nNani, Wo Nnpobmeas NOMY HYTPOLLI i BJACHUM TArapem
BraHsiB Tyrne gepeso 4Ynmpa3s rambuwe cobi y Tino. CTpawHa po3ydixpaHa
roJsioBa 3 3ananmm, cipol papbu nuuem gmsunacad TEMHUMN SMaMU O4Yen Ha
rnapadie, Haye 3 3a4yAyBaHHAM i 3 CTpaLLHOKW po3nyKoto. [osioBa Us
KoJinBasliacs Ha BCi CTOPOHU, HeMOB Bar)kana 3 yCix CTOpPiH AKHangoKNagHiwe

MPUrNAHYTUNCA 00 KHA3A.

Ton BiaBepHYBCSA i MIOHYB. MMMO CBOEI CyBOPOI BAAYi, MUMO TOro, WO He
6osaBcsa Hi cMepTi, Hi paH, bnaropogHa foylwa Noro He 3HocuNa i He nobuna
HenoTpPiIbHOT XXOPCTOKOCTI.

XI. BUTBA HA OYHAI

Konn HacTynHoro gHA Mctucnas i3 Kanokmpom snbpannce y gopory, y
HopocToni Knnina B>xxe poboTa Ha BCi pykn. Bosiku roctpunm 36poto, Ti, Wwo
Masin KOHEeN, YNCTUAM i rogyeasnn ix, roTysaam 60poLIHO Ta CylleHe M’'ACo Ha
NoOXXuUBY, WK abo narogunam ogar, — CQ0BOM, Haragysaaun cobi BCi Ti
ApibHULI, BiA AKMX YACTO-ryCcTO 3aJIeXXUTb YCiX NoxoAy, a 3a sKi He ayMae
HeOoCBiAYeHa N0AMNHA. 3/1e 3WNTUN KadpTaH, HEBUTiOHWT YPEBIN, 3iIrHYTUN
LLIOJIOM, 3ap>XXaBiM Med, 31e NpubnTuin UBALWWOK Y WNTI MOXYTb OyTK

NPUYNHOI He3[aTHOCTI Ao 6oto, Heayrm abo i cmMepTi BosKa.

Bincbko CeBsaTOCNaBa CKNaganocs 3 4oCBig4YeHNX BOSKIB. YCi Ti MyXi
NPOBENN BXE Ha BilHax Ta noxofax rno Kisibka nit 6e3 nepepsu. TOMy-TO i He
3abyBanu npo noTpibHe. ONiBAHI NPUYANUAN HOBHU 3 OPYXXUHOIO, AKY NPUBI3
CeaTocnaB 3 KueBa. Bapsris BignpaBnB KHA3b Taku 3pa3y X y Lapropog,' 60
He AOBIpsAB iM, @ 1 BOHW CaMi pago nokmnaanu Tabip, y aKomy ix BOXAb CTaB
3pagHUKOM. Bce-Takun 3 )KasieM rnpoLanncsa BOHN 3 KHA3EM, X04 He
MPOTUBUINCA NOro BOJIi. 3HAYHOIr0 NOAAPYHKY, KUK OaB IM Ha NPOLLaHHSA

CeaToCnaB, He X0Tinn, a Pioap 3a8BuUB Bif iMeHi TOBapuLUiB, WO 3a 3pany



NapYHKIB He 0aloTb, aHi He 6epyTb, ra NOPYy4YMBCA CJIOBOM BiKiHra, WO HIXTO 3
NOro naen He niginMme Mevya Ha PYCbKi OPY>XXKUHWN.

Bapsarv signnunu, a cnifom posinwancs y pisHi CTOPOHU Kparo BOEBOAN 3
ApYy>XUHaMmu "npumyyysaTtun" 6onrap.

He3abapom BuaBmaocCs, Lo nuwe 6os8pun, y Xunax akux namena
TypeubKa KpoB, TArHyM 3a BiszaHTi€lo. MNMpocTuin Hapo CNOB'SHCbLKOro poay
APY>XXWUB 3 pyCMHaMM i pafiB KHA3eM, WO AaHi He 6paB, HiAKMX BOPOriB A0
Kpato He NycKas, 3 My>XMKOM NOBOAMBCA NIOAAHO i 1lacKaBo. YcAKoMy byno
piBHE NpaBo nepen nmuem KHa38. 3a BbnecTBo abo NOKpUBLOXKEHHSA
NPOCTOJIIOANHA KapaB KHA3b 605p i He 604p 04HAKOBO CTPOroO |
cnpaBsensineo.

Came ua cnpaBefnmMBICTb CTArasa Ha HbOro BOPOryBaHHSA rpeLbkux
Be/IbMOXX Ta bonrapcbkoro 6ospcTea. Yyaeca po3kasyBanam rpekm npo
XKOPCTOKICTb CBATOCNABa, TOMY CNiAO0OM 3a BiCTKO, Wo Lnmickin BupyLuuB y
Llapropog, nigHAAMCA BENbMOXI i MoYanam BOpoxobutuce. MpoTarom micaus
noBepx BicimaecATn BOpoxobeHb 30aBua 3ai3Ha pykKa KHA34, a roJ10BU
NPoBOAUPIB NOCNafann 3 rnseyen.

Ane ocb Npubirnn 6onrapCbki My>X1UKN 3-Haa AyHaNCbKOro rmpna i
AoHecnu, wo GnoT 3 BisaHTil BNIUB Y PiKy.

CeaTocnas 6ys To4i y Pywiyui. Mo4yBWM HOBUHY, CiB HEFraMHO Ha YOBHMW i
NONJINB BHU3 PiKOI0. 3 HUM ByN0 A0 TPbOX TUCAY 03O6POEHNX BOIHIB i
n'aTnecaT 4anok. pekis 6yno yasoe 6inblue Ha BUCOKUX ranepax. Ha
nepegHix MOCTax Maan BOHU Ayna, AKUMU MeTanun rpeubkuin oroHb, To6To
CTPINAAN MILLAHVUHOIO CENiTPU, CIPKW i BYTifIIA Ta KU4aAn Ha YyuMmany signasnb
KNYOKN KNOY4s, HACMYEHOIr 0 CMOJIOKD Ta CKaJIbHO OJli€to. HiXxTo He 3HaB, SK
Le rpekun pobunu, ane sBosku CeBATOCNaBa 3HaAM, WO L& HE € HiSKi Yapu Ta
O NMpn BiABa>KHOMY LLUBUAKOMY Harnafi He 0oNoMo)xe Boporam i ue.



Ha Haka3 KHA34, iXann Yankn oHa 3a OA4HOI MoB3 niBaeHHUN beper, Tak
WO 3 pikn He 6yno iX BUAHO. AKpa3 HanpoTu JopoCToNy HaTKHYBCSA
CeaTOCnaB Ha rpekis. Nonepeny NAnBAN Tpwu ranepu, ki, BugHo, ba>kanu
nepenancTn nos3 ropog, wob npuyanntu go bepera suwe. Toai CBAToCNaB

BUOaB HaKa3 CMMMHNTWNCA.

Y npmnbepexHnx oyepeTax CXOBaJINCA YOBHWU, | INLLIE YOBEH KHA3S CTOSAB
nocepeauvHi piku. 3anora BecsyBana y NMpPoTUAEXKHOMY HaNpsaMKy, wob
yOep>xaTu YoBeH Ha Micui npoTu Tedil. CTos4M Ha HOCY, KHA3b BUBYaB Ae 1

KOJIN NOMY YO apuUTHU.

| 0Cb NOMITMB CKOpPO, WO MiXXK TUMU TPpbOMa NepenHiMN CyaHaMMU i
pewTo JI0TY € YUMaa BiACTaHb, WOHANMeHLWe roanHy naasbm npoTtu
Tedii. KpiMm uboro, nobayms BiH, LLO rO/IOBHA CU1a rpekiB NignanBaE Bce
6anx4e oo ropoda i CTa€ AoBrMMm, NnoAsinHMM pagom. | baums CeaTocnas, K
Ha NPUCTaHi HacTaB PyX, AK NYYHUKK Biram o Boom Ta CNuMxanam YOBHM 3

b6epera. BugHo, ctapun LLIBapHO roTyBaBCA HanacTu Ha rasepu Yankamu.

Ane oCcb Ha NoMocCTax ranep 3'asunancsa knybwm 6inoro aumy, a cnigom 3a
LWM Ha YOBHM Ta npmnbepexkHi XxaTn ynaB Aol Nanatynx Kysb. [10 XBUMHI
OINWOB 00 YyWen KHA39 CUJIbHUN FYK, OAWH, APYTrnA, TPEeTin, Ha4 NPUCTaHHIO

3aKPYTUAUCSA Y NOBITPI YHOPHI ANMU MOXKEX...

ToAi KHA3b 3a4yB y pir i, Hade 64>K0nn 0O MaTKW, HaBBUNepeaKkun
BUCYBaJINCA 3 O4EPEeTIB YaKN | KUHYJIUCSA TOBMNOK Ha Tpu ranepu. Ha Hux
Bynm TakoXX Ayna 00 KNOAHHSA FPeubKoro BOrHio, asie BCbOro 3Haaib’s nig
PYKOI He Byn0. 3aKm NOoro NpuroToBaHo, Yamku bynm Bxxe nig 6okom cyneH,
a XMapa CTpifal NoKpwa nepeaHi Ta 3agHi NoMocTn. MNMoYvynancs 30MKn Ta
KPUKKU MOBUTMX, @ Mi>XK TUM Lini poi APY>KMHHUKIB 3 HOXXaMun B 3ybax noniznm
BBEpPX MO CTiHaX NOMOCTIB. [pekn novann pykamu KnaaTm CBOI BOrHEBI Kyi, i

KiJlbKa YaloK 3aropinoca AsCKpaBuM NONyM’siM.

OfOHak pycunHU He ay»xxe LM xypuanca. OrHeHHUM AoLeM yrnasan BOHU
caMi Ha poMeiB i, NOKKN XTO 3Mir 6u 3"icTn oBoe A6nyK, He Byno Hi o gHOro



Bopora B xusux. NMomix secnapamu 6yno barato 6onrap ta pycuHis. Llnx
3BiNIbHWUAN, NepciB i apabiB KMHYN y BOAY, i 3@ XBUINHY ONiCAsa ranepu ixaam
nani y ToMy caMoMy HarnpsaMi, WO 1 paHiwe, ane 3 30BCiM iHLWWO 3a/10roto.
bins 6epera BeniB CBaTocnas nopybatn ABi ranepn cokmpamm Ta
HaBaHTaXXUTW CyXMK apoBaMu TpeTo. Ha Hel nepeHeceHo TakoX yce
3Hafib’a 0o rpeubKoro BOrHIO, Ha AKOMY He 3HaJINCA BapBapw NiBHOMI, a
6yno noro Tam Ymmano. LLIBNAKO ynopannuca PY>XXUHHUKK i 3 LM, He
A0rafyymnch e Npo njaH KHA34. A BiH CiB 3HOBY Y YOBEH i KPUKHYB:

— A HyMoO, bpaTT4, Bnepen! A 1 LbOro rpeubkoro YepesHs bepiTb 3
coboto. Tpeba noro BigaaTn 3emnsakam. Nobaynte, WO NOMy HE3aA0BIO 3
pafocTi YepeBo TpicHe.

Bci 3acmisinnca i 3po3yminm BMUTb, LLO MaB Ha yBa3i KHA3b. B3anucs 3a
Becna, i He3abapom BeCb (0/IOT YOBHIB MJIMB AOBKOJ1A rasiepun, Havye rycaTta 3a
ryCKot, 0o [JopoCTO/IbCbKOI MPUCTaHI.

pekun 3aHenoKoInncsa fonet BucnaHuxX rasep. baynnu Hanapg 4oBHIB,
ane He gymanu, wob ix cyaHa Tak CKOpo noTpanuan 40 pykK Bopora. Koam
noba4ymnu, o ofHa rasepa NoOBepTaETbCA, AyManu, WO BOHA 04Ha
BpsATyBasiacs i Tikae Big Bopora. Ane ocb ranepa 6,1m3bko... e xsnnuvHa... |
3 rajsiepu rnovyanu BUCKaKyBaTu Y YOBHW BEC/IAPi, asie He rpeubKi, nwe
PYCbKi APYXXWUHHUKW, NOTIM YOBHW, Ha4ve CTafo ropobuis, po3CKOYMANCS Ha
BCi CTOPOHMN, pPO3ropTalo4nch y 4OBMrMN NyK, WO 3aMUKaB NMPUCTaHb 3BiAyCinb.
Mi>K TMM Ha HOCi ranepwn 3'aBMBCS AWM | ByXHYB y MOBITPSA CHIN ACKPaBOro
BOrHi0. HeceHa Tedi€lo, BNnaa BoHa Mi>k obuaBa psagm nonpus’a3yBaHUX
ranep, i ax Toai nobaymnm BCi, WO yce CyAHO HaBaHTa>XeHe ApoBaMu Ta
KYJIAMW Bif, rpeLbKoro BOrHi. 3a XBUJMHY MYCUB BOrOHb AINTW L0 HUX, a

ToAi rope YoBHaM, LLO He BTe4YyTb 3aB4acy.

Kpuk TpmBOru 3asiyHaB Ha rasepax, ekinax repepisysaB JINHBU, Ha AKUX
CTOANM CyAHa, OAHO HaCKaKyBaJlo Ha OfHe, Bec/a JlaManncs, aoan naganam
y BoA4y i ToHynun, 60 HikoMy Byno ix paTyBaTu. He ogHa rasepa Haixana Ha
iHWY, @ Kpi3b NpobuTy B Boui cyaHa nipy HanavBana BoAa L0 cepeauHu. TyT



i TaM NoYanu cyfHa notonaTu, a 3 bepera neTinm CcTpinm Ymmpas rycriwe,

4YMMpa3 roJIoCHiLle NIyHann OKNUKK rpuaHis LLBapHa.

Llsa 3an0ra ropofa nocifgana B HOBHW i U@ NPUCTYNOM Ha (oT.

Bpa3 cTpawHmin BUbyx ornyLwmB ycix, a cepef CTOBMJEHUX FPeLbKuUx
CyLeH BUPBABCA axk Nia HebO BUCOYEHHUI CHIN NonyM’a. Ha BCi CTOPOHM
pO3/1eTiINCA, Ha4Ye OrHeBi NTaxu, nanatdi Kysi. BoHM nagann Ha NnoMocTwH
cyneH, Ha BosKiB abo y Boay. Jliogen i kopabni oxonatoBaB OoroHb. MOB XXUBi
cmonockunu, birann pomei no nanybax ranep. A ny BoAi He rac oroHb. BiH
PO3/IMBABCA MO NOBEPXHi PiKN i NJNB LLUNPOKOIO YEPBOHOIO MNJIAXTOK 3a TeYi€o
Ta NMoXXunpas yce, 3 4YMM 3yCcTpivyaBcs.

Ane ocb HoBa Hebe3neka Haaxoauna. LUnpoknm nyk 4anok npunavneas
yumpas 6amxye i bnmxxkye 3aMukaB rpeubki cyaHa A0 NpucTaHi. Pag 4YoBHIB
rycTiB YmMmpas binblue B Mipy TOro, ik IyK KkopoTwas. [Nlonepeny nanna
Be/IMKa YallKa 3 BMpi3aHMM 3 fepeBa Ha Baps3bKui cnocib 3mMieEM Ha HOCI.
TaMm CcTOSAB Y 4epBOHOMY MAaLli 3 4obyTuM 6NCKy4YMM MeyeMm y pyLi

CeaTocnas!

Toai naHivHMM xxax obxonune pomeis. BoHM a)x Tenep nobavyunnu, 4msa pyka
iXx rpoMmnTb. OroHb Ha BoAi norac. Ynamku ranep, obcMmaneHi Tpynum Ta
nafnatodi cygHa cnavam 3 BoAoto i goropsanu nig 6eperom, a Ha yuinini
ranepu sgapunm 3 Box 60kiB 3 60MOBOIO NiCHEI Ha yCTax 3BiAyCiflb PyCbKi
APY>XUHW. TTovanacs pi3HS.

HepoBro BoHa TpvBana, poMei 34aBasincd, XTo auwe mir, ranepun 6yno
orpabneHo i cnaneHo, a NOTIM KHA3b 3 APY>XXUHaMW No4annucsa A0 MiCTa, ae
MilLLlAaHW Ta PYCbKi rpUAHI y>Xe noracuim noxexy. Bci paginu 3 nepemorwy,
HaBiTb Bosrapu, 60 us nepemora byna NnepemMorow cnpaBenIMBOCTI Hag
KPMBAOIO.

OpOHak Ha CBITi Tak, K OeHb i HiY, NiTO 1 3MMa, MIHAKTbLCA J0OpOo i Nnxo.

Ha OHi Yapun po3Kowi 3aBXXAW € Kpanesibka ropsd, a y Hanbinblwomy ropi



3HanaeTbCHa 3epHO BTiXW. biaro ubomy, XT0 3Hange oAHO4YacHO O4HO W
apyre. MisHaB ue KHA3b CBATOCNAB Taku Ti€El CaMOl OHUHMN.

Ha manpaHni 3amky 3ibpanacsa ycs Apy>KMHa KHA35, @ BOEBOAWN YNCIININ
ybnTnx i paHeHux. BoHn Bucnanmn gposopy6is 3a gpoBamMm Ha KOCTpU Ta

3apsA4>KyBan BeNnYaBy TPU3HY MO 3arnHyImnX.

CamMe BMMALLOB KHA3b 3 TPUAHWULUI, | BINCbKO MOYMHAIO BiTaTK NOro
oknnkamun "Cnagal", Konm panTom 3aayAHiB 30aneka TyniT koHen i topba
134UiB B'IXasla Ha ManaaH.

Burnaganu BoHU cTpawwHo. Ha KOHAX | Nl04aX BUCIZIM NOpBaHa yrnpsxX i
o4Ar; NOrHyTi natu Ta wonomu, nopybaHi WnTm ceig4nam npo noTi 60i,
Hebe3nekn Ta npuroaun. KoHi i niogmn 6ynm Bkpanm CTOMJIEHI, Ha OAHUX |
APYrUX BUOHINNCb YUCNEHHI rnnboki paHu. 3-Mig NaxmiTTA | peMeHiB, AKMMU

6ynn nepes’si3aHi paHn, CoYMNaca KPoB.

Ha Beninkomy 6ifloMy KOHi, CHi>XKHY LLEePCTb SKOro 066punskanm Kpos i
rpsA3toKa, CUAIB CMBOBOJIOCUMIA Ta cMBOBOpPOAUA CTapelb Y NOrHyTIN Ta
nopybaHin 36poi. 3acTurna KpoB 3 rNMBOKOI, BIiAKPUTOI paHW Ha YOI
nosninaoBana 6iny 6opoay y KpMBaBuil Bix0Tb, a BRase Anue i Y4epBOHi OYi
AofaBanu e Bupasy JIOTOCTI FPI3SHOMY ULIO 134US.

— CBuHenba! CBuMHenbA! — 3akpuyann OPY>XUHHUKN | KWHYINCS A0

npnbynmx.

3 TpyooMm 3icko4uB BoeBoaa CBUHeENb, KpeMe3HUN Ta TYrunm
WICTOECATUNITHIN CTapeub Ha 3eMJI10, aJie He MiIr, AK 3aBXXAW, CKOpUM
KPOKOM NifginTn no KHA34. Horn nonyxnm nomy Big aosroi, 6esnepepsHOI
1301, TOMY NOBOJI NiAINWOB BOEBOLA A0 ABEPEWN.

KHA3b 3mopwmB 6poBu i OBro NpurasagaBcsa 00 BepLlHUKIB. Nybu kHA34
TPEMTININ pa3 y pas i3 IOTOCTI YM 3BOPYLLUEHHS, ase, BUAHO, BiH 3pO3yMiB i
6e3 po3nuTyBaHb, WO cTanocs, 60 cnutas nuwe:



— Tinbku ycix?

CBuHenNbO MOBYKU KNBHYB Ir0J10BOIO.

— lon y xaTy, obMuncs i npuxonb 40 MeHe Ha Bevepto!

Pi3HO HAaCynNMBLUWUCH, NiLLOB KHA3b Y CBOK O4PUHY, @ HEBAOB3i MOBOJIIKCA
Tyon i CBuUHenbn, obMUTNIN, 3 NepeB’aA3aHOI0 roJ10BOI0.

— Cipan, BoeBoao! — cka3aB CBATOCNAB, @ CaM »XgaB, Nokn CBuHeNnb
3'ICTb Beyeplo, i XoAMB HEPBOBO MO KiMHaTI. 3 MangaHy OOHOCUINCA KPUKWK
APYXXUHHUKIB. Y LMX OKIMKaX 3By4asio crnepLuy 34MBYBaHHSA, NOTIM XaJb, a

BKiHLi JIIOTICTb, MHiB, XXKaaoba nomMmcTw.

— Ule rapa3g, wo gpy>XuHa rHiBaeTbcs, — CKa3a CBATOC/NaB, — LWe He
yce nponano.

— lMponacTun, To BOHO nNponano, — Bignosis CBMHeNbA, — ajle MOXHa

BTpa4veHe Bigbutu.

— lMepescnaseub ynas?

— Tak!

KHA3b TYMHYB HOrol 3 gocaau.

— K XXe Te BCe CTaNloCs, pO3KaXkn BCe, asie KOPOTKOI

— Bba, TyT HiYoro po3kasyBaTui— BiAMNOBIB BOEBOOA. — M 3HAELW, KHA3I0,
O A CNY>XKUB y>Ke TBOEMY BaTbKOBI i TODI e MOCNyXY, LOKN XXUTTH MOTO...

— ba, He 3HaTn, xT0 3 6epera! — KMHYB, Ha4Ye NPOPOYHNM AYXOM

MPOVNHATUN, KHA3b.



— | 3Haew, — nponoBxyBas CBUHENbA, — WO Y MEHe HeMa Hi pigHi, Hi
MalHa, 60 1 Hawo? ToOMy NMUJIbHYIO CBOr0, Tak L0 HIXTO HE MOXe CKa3aTu:
CeuHenbne, To4i 3paame T CBOKO C/1aBy, 3aBiB APYXXUHY Yy 3arubens, nuxe
nopagune KHA3EBI...

— MpaBpa, — NiaTBEPAMB KHA3b, — i 4 HE X04y, Wob Tn onpaBayBaBCh, a
nuwe 6a>kaB 61 3HaTK, AKa CuNa 4YM NigCTyn nepemornun Tebe, 3ani3HUN
CTapde!

— Bba, Kobu 3HaTTA! — HaxmypmBca CBnHenbn. — OCb HIKONM LWe Takux
ONBHNX peyvyein He fifanocsa npu MeHi. Nepw ycboro gisHaecs 1, Wwo LuMickin
ile Ha MeHe 3 BinCcbkoM. Ige? Hy, Hivoro! Obcagus s Npoxoan y ropax, a cam
36mpato gpyxxuHy y MNMepesacnasui, wob obinTn pomeis ogHMM NPOXOAOM Ta
yoapuTu 33a4y, KOJIM BOHN BOBTY3UTUMYTbCH NPU APYroMy...

— To Tn ue pobpe Buragas, ko 6 6y 3mas...

— To He 6yB 61 NocmnaB Ui€l rpeubKoi TBapKK, Kanoknpa, — LOKiHYMB
3a KHA34 BOEBOLA.

— Ere X! — kKnBHyB rosiosoto CBATOCNaB.

— Kanokmnp Haka3saB MeHi iMeHeM KHS38 NoCTAraTn yCi 3a710rm 3 ripCbKux
npoxofdis i nTn y fopocrton, 60 Limmickin ine Tyan beperom mop4, a TyT €
e TpeTuHa Noro Bincbka 3 Bapaot CklipoM Ha 4oii.

— lNa! — kKpukHyB CBATOCNaB. — Lo 3a [InB y4nB NOro ui€i ragio4oi
xnTpocTi! Lle cTpawHi ntoan, Ti rpekn, CBuHenbne, cnabi, boAarysnmsei, ane
Hebe3neyHi, MOB OTpyTa, MOB Tpynsa4ya iab! Ane 6avunwl, TyT € AeLlo i TBOEI
BUHM i MOET, W0 nocsiaB Tobi Monoasika 3aMiCTb 3pinioro Mmy>xa. Ym 1o6i

McTucnaB Hi4Oro He Ka3aB?

— McTuncnas? dkunm McTtucnas?



— BoecnaBuny!

— CwuH cTaporo Typa, wo ue 3 Iropem xogme Ha LUapropon?

— Town camunin!

— Ane X, KHA3! — ycMixHyBcA CBUHeNb, AUBASYUCH HA KHA3SA
30MBOBAHO i He 3Hal4M, BUAHO, L0 AYMATU NPO CBOro KHA34. — ALlXKe
obnasa cMHM BoecnaBa 3rnHyAn Big neveHirie nig Knesom...

— e ix 6paT! BiH MaB Min nepcTeHb i NoBMHEH ByB CTaTu Ha 401i BOIHI3,
Lo oxopoHanu 6 npoxoaun, 60 A 6bakas NowaanTn TBOK CUBY FOJIOBY Bif
TpyA4iB. YoMy X Tu He nNocsiyxas Noro?

CeuHenbn 3ipBaBCA.

— KHsa3! — BUrykHyB BiH. — KnaHycsa 6oramu, mevyem, KictbMu 6aTbKiB
Ta TBOEK AOPOrolo rosioBoto, WO Hiskoro MctucnaBa i Ha o4i He 6a4uB.
bauuB g cnpaBAi nepcTeHb, OCb Len, ane Ha pyui Kanokupa!

| cTapeub NOKa3aB KHA3eBi Ha Nasbli NepCcTeHb 3 ABOMa NepsamMun Ta

pybiHOM.

MoB ypa>KeHun rpoMoM, ANBUBCSA KHA3b XBUJIMHY Ha BDJINCKYYUN KaMiHb,

LLIO KNAaB AOBKOJIa KpMBaBi 61MCKKM, a fOani 3aKpUB SinLe pyKaMu.

— TO 3HaAYNTb, WO BiH 3rnHyB, YOUTUN ragloKo rpekomM, — 3aCTOrHaB,
— i TO BXXe TpeTin, OCTaHHIN 3 poAdy y po3kBiTi niT. Cnpasai, He bpexas
cTtapun lNyTaTa, KoM Kasas, WO A 3anponaLlyo MoJiogb Kpat 419 CBOEl
cnasun. Ocb gKka byna moa nnata 3a Te, Wo McTrucnas ypATyBaB MeHi XUTTS!



— He manobkan, CBaTocnase, — BTiwaB CBMUHENbO, — XTO HE NAe iHWKnX
BUTM y HyXKMHY, TOFO YyXXi y XaTi 3HanayTb! XTo nuwe 60poHNTBLCA, TON

3aBXXAW NPOrpae...

KHA3b BIAHAB PYKY Bif MLSA, NOr0 O4i ropifivi JIIOTUM OrHeM.

— [e X ua TBaptoka? — npoxpunis. — 9 NOMy BCi KULLKW BUMNOPIO 3

NPOKNATOro Yyepesa... 4 Nomy...

— lMocnyxan, Nno4yew! — 3acrnoKOBaB KHA35 BOEBOAA i, HE TpaTA4Nn
4yacy, po3Ka3yBaB gai. CBATOC/aB CONiB LWe XBUINHY, BKiHLiI MOBOPOB 31iCTb
i chyxaB yBaXkHO onoBigaHHA CBUHeNbLAaa.

— JlenBe MOl Big4iNIN BUIXanun Ha PiBHUHY, poMel nepenwnun Ha uen 6ik
BankaH i pywunnu Ha lNepescnaseub.

Topai 8 3agymaB 06inTKM X 33a4y | BUPYLUMB 3 KIHHUMN FpUaHAMU, W06
ob’ixaTtu ix. Miwy Apy>XUHY 3annWmMB 9y ropoAi. Ane pomMei Nwam, MoOB Ha
Kpunax Ctpubora. Miwi Bi3aHTiNUI Niwnn 3pa3y NPUCTYNoM i BAepancs y
ropod. Toai 8 yaapue 3 3acCifikm Ha HUX, a 6yslo y MeHe 00 ABOX TUCAY
KOMOHHWUKIB. JlenBe 51, 04HaK, BUBIB CBOIX Nepen ropof, Koau 3BifycCifb
noYanu 3’ ABNATUCA KiHHI BigAinn pemeis. byno ix y BicCiM pa3siB 6inbLue, HiIX y
MeHe. 3 Hanagy MyCcuam Mu NnepenTn 0o o60POHM, a 3HAELL, KHA3I0, WO
3Ha4YMTb 060pPOHa KOMOHHWUKIB. Hac pybanun, MoB fic, MOB 30iX>XA »Xanu 3
yCix B60OKiB, BKiHLi M1 nobaynnn, Wo i APpY>XKNUHW y TOPOAI BTPAaTUAN CUNY
Bionopy i 6'10TbCA BXXe no xaTax. HapewTi MicTO 3aropinocs, i Toai 3Hanu
MU, LLLO BCE Nponano. ToMy NOBEPHYN KOHI i niwnm npoboem Tyam.
NMonoBuHa Hac e 3anuWniack, i He 3Hato, Y1 OeCATbOX 3Hangew, AKi He

6ynn 6 paHeHi. Ocb i Bce!

CBdATOC/N1aB 3aCnoKoIBCA 30BCiM. ['pi3Ha Hebe3neka BepHYyJJla NOMY BCIO
cuny oyxy, i 4OBro BiH pagmecs we 3 CBUHeNbAoM i LLIBapHOM, fiK 3yCTpivaTu
Bopora nig opocTosiomMm.



Xll. HA 3ABYTOMY OCTPOBI

Tak-TO CTpalleHHa XypTOBUHa PO3rysisnacsa y MenomM Ta MOJIOKOM
nauByyin bonrapcebkin 3emni, Ta amw McTucnas He 3HaB Npo ue. Y
HeBeJINYKIN, ane ACHIN KiMHaTLi y BeXi CNAiB BiH y>XXe TP OHSA YB'A3HEHUN |
AyMaB Npo CBOK HeulaCHY A0J110, CKaXKeHiB, 3rafyr4un, 9K To Noro croaun
3anpoTtopuan. 3 BikOH o6inmaB noro 3ip obnaea 6epern yHato, npaBun

onn>x4ye, niBun gani.

Ha maneHbkoMy ocTpiBui 6ing npaBoro bepera pikn CTOSB 3aMOY0K:
Be>Xa, ABa MypoBaHi OyaAnHKKW, AOBKOJ1a 3a00p0J10 3 KPYraMMm NpucTaBkamm
no porax, ocb i Bce. Cam ocTpiBeub OyB NigMOKAUNM | BarHNCTUI, a BECHOIO
BiH Y 3Ha4Hin YaCTUHI NOKpMBABCA BOAOK. Ha camMoMy cyxomy npocTopi
pOC/I0 OeKisibKa ABOPIB Ta OpixXiB, N0 Kpasx n03a, a gasi oyepeT, WwyBsap,
0COKa, CUTHUK, Kyn4yaTKa. TyT rHizgunnocsa 6e3niy BoAsHOI NTULi, WO CBOIMMU
KpvkaMu Ta binkamu po3pag)xyBasia CaMOTHbLOro 6paHus.

BpaHusa?.. 3BiaKn X nonasca Tyan McTtucnas?

AAKM CBITOM BOan0Cs 300pOBOro, xopobporo, Ta po3yMHOro Mosoaus
3anponoTupu y Lo 6e3BuxigHy CaMiTHIO, TOAi AK TaM, Ha noni, NepyH
npoBaguB yCixX NOro 3eMnsKiB Ha Bopora?..

McTuncnas NiginwosB 00 3arpaToOBAHOr0 BIKOHUSA | FIAHYB Ha XBUJIKO, LLO
HeBMNMHHO, 6e3HacTaHHO Nanna-NponJneana reH y nanb, y 6e3Bictb, MOB
JIIOAVHA, WO nae CNOBHUTU AKUNCL BaXKJIMBUIN 0BOB'A30K COBICTi, MOB XUTTSA,
MOB 4ac... XT0o 6 To Mir 3a ui€to xBuaew nonJncTn y gasb, BBEPX PiKOKO, Ha
csobony, A0 CBOIX, O KHA34, A0 PiAHOr0 Kpato...

Mpwn 6epesi CTOAB MaNleHbKU YOBHUK, @ B HbOMY CUAIB B KOPOTKIil
copouui 6e3 pykaBiB HeBeM4YKnin cob60to HONOBIK Ta BUTAraB 3 BOAW BepPLUi,
3acTaBsieHi Ha puby. BiH 6paB oQHY Mo O4HIN, BOAa CNJMBania Yyepes
NAeTiHKY y piky, a pubanka 3arnsgas O4HUM OKOM L0 cepefunHu,
NPUMPYXY04KM apyre, i pa3 y pa3 sngobysas 3 Bepli 6inbluy 1 MmeHLwy puby,



ska bunacsa B noro pykax. BiH, nocBucCTyto4mn, Bknagas ii y 6epecTaHky, Wwo
BUCiNla B HbOIr0 Yyepes rnsieye, Ta pas y pas nornsagas Ha BIKHO BexXi. OCb
BMOobyB AOCUTb BE/IMKOr0 Kapacs Ta, MOKa3yk4yun Ha HbOro, rykHyB
nopycbku: "A wo, nonaecs, kapacto? Cnanw tTenep, LOKK He obnynnsaTb Ta
He KMHYTb y ckoBopony! byae Tenno, nobo, MoB 3a nasyxoto... Xa, xa!"

McTucnaB BigBepHYBCH.

"CnpaBai! — noaymas, — caMe TaK 3JI0BU/N | MeHe. HaKMHY I MilLOK Ha
rosIoBy, 3B'A3a71 i MoBe3/IN. AXK Yy Ui KIMHaTI BUKUHYIN Ha OONIBKY, Aanu

icTn i ckazanum: "Cugn, 60 noxxaniew".

| nymKa Monofus ctasna nocuiaeHo rnpauioBaTy Ha4 PO3B'A3KO0K 3arajku:
"YoMmy i 3a L0 3aMKHYB 1MOro Kanokup y uen 3amok? LLlo rpek ByB npnynHoto
uboro, McTtmncnas He CyMHiBaBCcA. McTucnaBa B’'s3a1M NOro rnaxosiku. BiH
H6a4mB HaBiTb, K YOMAM OBOX NOro TOBapuULLiB, TUBEPCLKUX rpugHiB..." "LLIo
3a npuynHa?" — nutas cebe i He Haxoawms Bianosiai. Konn 6 Kanoknp y4ymHuse
Le 3 NOMCTW, NMEBHO, He AaBaB bm NoMy BUroau, a 3aMKHyB 61 y nboxy

3B'AA3aHOr0 i Nig BapTOo, HEe roayBaB bu, K rocTs, He NoiB 6u, K KHA3S...

YBaHuMBCA nop Mixx babkamn

Ta 3i cBOro poay.

3a ue 6abkun niwnm B BOAY,

A nopu B ckoBopoay!—

3acniBaB A3BiHKO pubanka nig Bexxeto.

| anBHO! MNiceHbKa UA HagaNa ragkam Mosiogusa HOBUA HaNpsM, i BiH
panToM po3B’A3aB 3aragky. Mctucnas npuragas cobi, SK He pa3 No A0pPO3i
PO3MOBJISIB 3 FPEKOM Ta MNOBOJIi, CJIOBO 3a CJIOBOM, pO3Ka3aB NOMY BCHO CBOIO



cny>xby KHA3Bi i HaBiTb NPO CBOE NOCNaHHMLUTBO A0 CBMHenbAa. He aneHo,
Lo Kanokup 3BeniB NOro 3/1I0BUTK i 3aMKHYTH.

Ane oCb NaxoJiKK, WO noro B'A3ann, 3abpann Big HbOro i NepcTeHb
CeaTocnaBa. Ha wo iM BiH? IHWKMX JOPOrouiHHOCTEN He B3saan. HaBiTb
nepcteHb Kanokupa ciaB Ha nasb' Ui mosogus... LLi€el 3aragkn BiH He Mir y>xe
po3ragaTu.

Miginwos o BikHa 3HOBY, 60 HaaiasBca nobauynTm pubanky-cMixyHa, ane
He NOMITUB MNOro Hige. HagBopi HacTymnaB BeYip — y>Xe TPeTin 3 Toro vacy,
K BiH TyT nepebyBaB — a KpuBaBe 3apeB0 06MBano 3BiAyCifib CaMiTHIN
3aMOK. McTncnas NoMiTuB, LLO Big npaBoro bepera piku nig naveas BeJIKUN
4YOBEH 3 KiJlbKOMa NnapamMu Becesl, Ha HOCi IKOro CTOAB Y JOBrOMY BOBHAHOMY
nnawi Kasnokump.

Monopgeub Bigpasy Ni3HaB Le nue Xuxol NTuui, xyae, 3 BeJIMKUM HOCOM
Ta MaJIeHbKMMK 04MMa. Y HboMy Byno wocb nmcade, a wocb cobaye. Ha
roJsloBi MaB NaTpULiN 3BUYaNHY MJIOCKY rpeLbKy LWanky, a nig njawem —
KaTaH 3 30710TUCTOI Napyi. Mypnypy Ha HboMy He 6yno, aHi LapCbKOIl
Aiagemn. Bci MewkaHui 3aMKy — a 6yno ix aBagusatb — BUbIrnm HasycTpiy.
Monepeny 6ir Ha4aNbHUK BapTU Y WKIiPAHIN KypTUi, HABWTIN rycTo
CNi>KeBMUMU rygsamMu, 3a HUM J030peLlb B'A3HIB, BUAHO, YPAOHUK BINCbKaA, Y
TEMHIN TYHiui, nepeB’a3aHin Nonig naxaMmu Ta HUXX4e nodca, gajli 3aMKoOBUN
CTOPOXX, a 3a HUM pubasnka, wo 6yB., AK 34AETbCS, CIYrOK YN MOMIYHUKOM
CTOpoO>Ka. BiH ilwoB no3afy, NiACKaKy4M i pO3Maxyym pyKamum, Ta LWocCh,
BUOHO, roBopuB, 60 OBi XiHKW, sKi cToanm 6ing Bxoay Ao 6inbworo 6yanHky,
aXk naganuv sifg peroTy:

loe, ine cym, cym,

MnunbHynTECHa NNITKN,

YyTun NOCKIT Ta wywm,



BepexiTbcsa WiTkun!

bo us wiTka nobpe yewe,

yCcTnn BOJSIOC MaE,

Ak po3yelle, "6yba" byne,

"[lypHa XxaBKa" — BKaXXyTb JII0AMW,

LLlo mipu He 3HaE.

Byge nnitui rnym, rnym!

— cniBaB pmnbasika i KWNHYB CBOIO WWAMNKy Tak BMCOKO, LLIO BOHa noseTina
aX y BiKHO McTucnasa.

— MoBun, 651a3HI0KO, — FYKHYB A030peLlb, — xo4ew wob tebe novynm?

— Yomy Hi? Ag>Ke Ha oBoOpi Kecapsa 6na3HokaM Hanninwe, xa, xa, xa! |
HiIXTO He 3aMag, 60 HIXTO TX He 60iTbCA. A AK MOYYE Lie BapBap Bropi, To n
bannyxe, 60 oypHun.

— Bce X, MoXxe, Mygpilinin, HixXK Tu! — 3acMisnacs monoglla 3 »XiHOK.

— Kyaun nomy o meHe! BiH KONMPCAETbLCA, He ICTb, He N'€, CBApUTbLCHA, 3a
L0 NOro Aep>kaTb Ni4 3aMKOM, a 9 6yB po3yMHiLWui...

— | cTaB 6n1a3HoOKOW! — OOKiIHYMANA Apyra XiHKa.

— HecnoT ige! — 3aroMoHiNM BOSKMK, LLO CTOS/IN ABOMa psagaMu no
obnasa 60KM CTEXKM, iIKa Besa Big NpUCTaHi.



MobaumseLum 3paneka Kanoknpa, Mosiofielb He XOTIiB 3pa3y BipuTun
B/laCHMM o4aM. Konm oflHaK rpek CTynuB Ha OCTpPIiB, a yCA 3asiora npueiTana
NOro OKJIMKOM, MoJIoZleLb NEPEKOHABCH, WO Le BiH, a pPiBHOYACHO CTpallHa
rafka rnpoHusana noro cepue 61MCKaBKoLO.

"3pafHuUK, — noayMaB, — 04eBULAYKMN, 3pafHUK. ALKe Ui BOSKW BHU3Y
— pomMmel, a BiH IM HaKa3ye€. 3HauYunTb, WO BiH 3paguB KHA3A, OPYXUHY | MeHe!"

| cKa>keHa NoTb OropHyJia Noro i Nno4Yasia AaBUTKU 3a ropJo.

"Mpnbyne BiH ClOAW... KWHYCA Ha HbOrO i, byab wo byae!"

XBUJIMHY COMIB NIOTO, KOJIN HOBa raZika MavHyna B MOro rosiosi.

"BiH y35B nepcTeHb CBATOCNaBA... [a! Tenep y>xe 3Hato, Ha wWo. BiH
ooypuTb CBUHeNbAa, K OAYyPUB MeHe. AX, AypeHb, AypeHb, AypeHb! be3
CYMHIBY, TEMHi cunm HeHacnTusa nobunm min ym ClinoTolo 3a nepemMory Hag

noraHumun. Pnbanka-cmixyH, 6e3 cymMmHiBy, Myapiwnn Big meHel..

McTucnas po3sibpas yce, WO NOYYB HUHI Bif LbOro ANBOBUXXHOIO
4OJI0BiKa, | AKMNCb rOJI0C CKa3aB NoMy y ayuwi, wo uen pubanka 3sepTaB CBOI
NiCeHbKN Ta C/I0Ba CaMe A0 HbOro i AaBaB NoMy nopaawu. | BiH rnnboko
3a/lyMaBC$, a KOJIN 3a AiBEpUMa MOYYyJIMCSA KPOKUW Ta CKperiT 3acyBa, o6aymas
y>xe pnobpe, 9k nomy Bectun cebe 3 XMTPUM rpeKkomM.

Y KiMHaTi byno BXe TeMHo, 60 Kanokmnp crnovmsas y 3aMKy nicns AOBrol
[0pOrn. 3aCNOKOEHMIN Ta BPiBHOBa)KeHUI, 04ikyBaB Mononeub npubyTTs
roctsa, 60 Tenep He CyMHiBaBCs 30BCiM, L0 MAaTPULIN NpUixas 40 HbOro. Ax
OCb PO34YMHUNCA ABEPI U Y KIMHATKY BBINLWOB CTOPOXX 3 OJINBHOKO JIAMIOIO

Ta KWJINMOM, a 3a HUM p|/|6anKa 3 BEJINKUM KOLLUNKOM.

Kunnum po3ctennnm Ha A0iBUi, CTi1 HAKPUAN CKaTepTHo, @ Ha Hin No4aB

pnbanka po3cTtaBnaTu 6noaa 3 ctpaBamu. [lo3opelb BKJIOHNBCA



McTuncnaBoBi, AKUN A0 BCbOro NpUrasagaBscs 3 YMMaanM 3a4yayBaHHAM, i

3arosopu 60/rapCbKO MOBOK, IKOK, MiXK iHLLIWM, FOBOPWU/IN BCi Ha OCTPOBI:

— JOCTOMHWI BOEBOAO, 3HANOMUIN TBIN, NaTpuLin Kanokup, NnpocuTb

Tebe Npo 4ecTb NPUNHATK NOoro Ao cebe Ha Beyvepio!

— 3 ricteMn 60rm y aiMm NnpuxonaTb, — BiAMNOBIB CMOKINHO | 3@ AAaBHIM

3BMYAEM Molofelb. — A 4u naTpuuin Kasokmp CKUHYB yXKe Adia...

— [AnBuncb, ANBUCH, LOCTONHNI BOEBOLO, — 3aKpU4aB Yy Ti caMin
XBUNNHI pnbanka, — oCb Ti MAITKW, LWLO paHKOM HanosuB B'toH y [lyHai. Aaw,

AKi BOHM MOB4a3Hi. Konm 6 9 Tak cuMAiB y KanycTi, To cniBas 6u.

— MoB4K! — rpMHyB Ha HbOro o3opeub. — Bnbayte, 4OCTONHUI
BOEBOO, BiH HECMOBHA PO3YyMYy, Y HbOMY HEYUCTUN CUONTb, ane Wwo aobpun i

BipHUW cnyra, TOX i 4epXUTbCH.

Mi>xx Tum McTucnae 3a0ragaBcs, YoMy came B'toH po3kpuyascs. BiH, 6ay,
XOTiB nepewkoanT NOMy 3a4ennTun CJIOBOM Kasiokmpa. ToMy yCMiXHYBCS

NPMS3HO.

— Hexaw cniBa€ i roBOpuUTb, MEHI N MUiLWe | BigpaaHile, Koan noro

a4y, — Bignosis.

— Oanbky! Ban Kono! YoMy TBOSA XiHKa npoaepna WKipy Ha Kapaci? —
cnuTas B'toH. — 1 )xabwu nynuTn, He wunbun. lypHnin kapacb. Xan 6u 6ys
NPUCIiB TUXO y BepLli Ta 06bepHyYBCs roJI0BOKO A0 XBOCTa, a, MEBHO, HanLwoB 6u
BiKHO A0 BTeui. NpaBaa?

| B'toH No4YaB BUTUPaTK CNb0o3n oboMa Kynakamu. [Jo30pLb 3aperoTtaBcs,
a McTtucnaB rnaHys WBMAKO Ha B'toHa. be3 cyMHiBy, Nig MU raH4vyipkamm
B6yB cnpaBXXHin gpyr i To Heabusakun. lMig Mackow CMiXyHCTBa XOBaBCS
HebyoeHHU po3yM, onepTun, BUAHO, Ha YMMaJsIOMy O0CBiAi.



Pantom B’tOH NigcKo4uB pa3 i Apyrun, 3aMaxaB pykKamMu, BXOMUB 04HOr0
Kapacs i ctaB biratu Big BikHa A0 BikHa. BKiHUI cTas npu uboMmy, Wwo
BUXOOW0 Ha NiBui beper piku i, NOKN Jo3opeub Mir NOMy MepeLuKoanTy,
BUKNHYB pnby y BoAaYy.

Ha ue KnHyBcAa go3opeLlb.

— Wo Tn, ckasmeca? — rykHyB. — 'eTb MeHi Bigcu!

[, BUOOBYBLUM 3-Nig TYHIKK HaraH, Bnepiwme 6icHyBaTOro no nsae4vyax.
McTuncnaB a)x 3aX04MBCA 3 CMiXy, X04a 30BCiM He XOTiJIOCA MOMY CMIAATUCH.

BiH KnBHYB sinLe roaoBoto B'OHOBI, KoK Len obepHyBCS.

— 4 po3ymito noro! — ckaszas. — BiH xani€ kapacs, wo fas cebe
3n08uUTK, i 6arkaB noro nyctntu Ha ceobony. Tomy Bnbpas Te BiKHO, Kpi3b
fiIKe Haunkpauwe 6yno pubi BunamcTm y mope. Npasna, B'ioHe? $

Ane B’toH ByB y>xe B oBepsx.

— Bban Kono, Mukono! lo3zopue, 4A94bKY, 4oN0Bive, Harato! —
peneTtyBaB. — bixxu, bixxu, cymige!

— JecnoT ige! — NosACHMB A030peLb | BUALWOB, a 3a HUM B’loH. Ane Kosn
BMXOOWB, F1AHYB Ha McTuUcnaBa SCHUM NOrnsagoM, NoKJaB JiBY PYKY Ha

cepue, NpaBoOlo BKa3aB Ha BIKHO, KPi3b fike BUKWUHYB KapacsH, i wes.

Mo XBUINHI BBINLWOB Yy KiMHaTy Kasnokup.

— 3nopoB byB, BOEBOAO! — cka3aB Beceno. — Lo X, opy»xe, CKy4aew?

McTucsiaB NOKJIOHNBCH.



— Cky4aTu He 6yno we kKonum, — BignosiB, — 60 AymMaB yBeCb 4ac, 3BigKu

MeHi Taka xaJjiena Bunana cuiitm y 3anepri.

— Y 3anepTi? — yCMiXHYBCS rpek. — Asne asepi BigYMHEHi, YOTUPW BiKHa
aons suay i Bigouxy...

— Ane cBoboaun HeMa, KHA35, OpYXUHK, BOIB...

— Monoaunm T we, LOCTONHNIK BOEBOOO, — YCMIXHYBCS NPUA3HO Fpek, —
He AMBHO, WO y Tebe aywa pBeTbCa A0 Ain. | 1 6yB KONCb TakUM, raHAaBCSA
3a Bif3Ha4YeHHaM, MaHoOM, a Tenep pag 6u cnoynTn. OgHave Konm y Tebe €
0XO0Ta NOKUHYTW uen 3abyTni oCcTpiB, TO, BCTYNUBLUM Ha cNy>xby Kecaps,
oCcArHyB 6u Bce, yoro 6axkaew, 6a n 6inbLue...

KpoB yoapwuia MoOJoALEBI A0 rOJsIOBU, B 0O4axX MOTEMHIN0. 34aBanocs, Wwo
BiH KMHETbCS Ha 3padJINBOro rpeka Ta po34aBuUTb, MOB rafloKy.

Ane pobpun ayx cnnHMB Noro. BiH NigHAB 0Yi Ha rpeka, i ix nornagn
3ycTpinunca. Y odax Kasokmpa Tnina ickpa WikaBoCTi, MOB Yy TOro, L0, AaBLUKN
BOPOroBi OTPYTY, CNiAUTb 3@ HaCiAKaAMMU.

— Foai MeHi noknaaTn KHA34! — NporoBopmB 3 TPyAOM MOJIOAEeLb.

— Ba MO>XXHa CNy>XUTW Kecapesi, He MOKNAAYN KHA3S. ..

— Ak ®apnadg... — BUpPBanoCa y moaoaus.

— MycTe 6anakaHHA! — 3aCMiaBCS Harso rpek. — Be4vepsa xosnoHe, a Mun
npo TopiwHin cHir. Cinanmo!

Mociganu i noYann ictn. Y KiMHaTy BBINLWOB A030peLb, MPUHICWIN Y
CpibHOMY BiApi CHIry. 3 UMM CHIroMm 3MillaB BUHO i MogaBas Noro y
nosono4vyeHux kybkax. lMicng Beyepi Nnogas pyWHUKN | Tenay Boay Ta 3anajvBe



Kagunno. CUHABUI Naxy4yuin UM HAaNnOBHUB KIMHaTY TOHEHbKUMUN CMYraMmu, i

Aylia Mmoaogus po3nsuvsBasacs y po3KoLwi, oMpavyeHa BUHOM i NaxoLlaMu.

— Yynoso BU, rpekun, xunsete! — cKkasaB BiH.

— Yypnoso?.. Y uin Hopi? — 3aCcMifiBCA rpek i Nno4aB HeoCBiAYEeHOMY
MOJIOALEBI ONMUCYBATW Bi3aHTINCbKUA ABIP, 3 MOro 61MCKOM, BENNYYIO,
PO3KOLLUAaMM, LULNPOKO PO3BOAMBCA Had NOYeCTaAMU, SKi Mir 6mn 30006yTH
McTtucnaB y Lapropogai. | XxTo 3Ha€, 4n He BOoasnoca 6 NpexnTpomy rpekosi
3HAAMTWN HE3iNCoBaHy, MpPinanBy Aoywwy monogus, konm 6 He ®apnad, noro
3pafa Ta CTpalHi rpaTu Ha KOPCyHCbKoMy Bepesi...

Byna B)e ni3HA Hi4. Kanokup nus, iB MUrgasnb, CyxXxnun sBuHorpag i iruv i
po3noBifgas 6e3ynnHHO. McTncnae Big4yB CKOpO, WO BUHO Nae NoMy Ao
roJI0BMN, TOMY He NuB, JINLie CJIyXaB i ClyxaB, a XBUWINHAMU KN4aB sinLie

nnTaHHA abo OnNByBaBCH.

— Hy i wo? A ak? MNpobi! Ha NepyHa!

| oCb came y Lin XBUAWHI, KON ogyLueBsieHnn monogeub ba)xkas npocuTun
rpeka, Wwob Ao3BONAMB MOMY MPOXXUTKU Yac HeBosli y Llapropogi, 3a BikHOM Ha
saBopi obi3zBaBcsa nyrad, pas, yopyre, BTpeTE.

3apurHyeca Mctucnas... Haye mapeBo, NpoManHysio NOMy nepes o4mma
BOCKOBe snLe Boecnasa i novynucs cnosa: "Ie noanbnew Kanokupa,
NPUNOXKKN NOMY MeM..." Monogeub NOTEpP YOJI0 PYKOHO i BiACYHYB YapKy.
CBigOMICTb B 04HY MUTb BEpHYJlacsa 00 HbOrO.

— JocTonHun natpuuie! Lo byne 3i MHOIO, AKWO 9 He MOCTYMNJII0 Ha
cny>xby 0o Kecapsa? — 3anuTaBs BiH.

Kanoknp CKpuUBUBCA.



— B Takomy pa3i, BOEBOAO, 3aNMWNLICS TYT B HEBOAI, 60 5 3Halo, WO TK
O6yB KHA3eBi Hann6ilWMM APY>XXMHHUKOM, i BiH 3a Tebe BigaacTb 6arato
H6paHuiB.

— O, Tak, — BUryKHyB MCTuKCNaB, KU panToM 3p03yMiB, YoMy Kanokup

TaK 3 HUM NaAbKa€ETbCSA, — HaBiTb Tebe, 4OCTOMHUI NaTpuULiE!

[pek No4epBoHiB | 3aMOBK. loro HaMmip Biaranas Len HefoCBiA4YEeHUN
monozeub. BiH 3 nognBoM rnsHys Ha McTucnasa.

"LLIkoga, npeBennka LWKo4a Takol rofoBu gns uboro segmepal" —
CKa3aB npo cebe.

Hanblwa po3MoBa Beslacs y>Ke npo BinHy, i Kanokup rnoyas 3pa3sy

nepebinbwyBaTn ycnixm LUnmickia. Ane i TyT CMUHMB NOro MON04ELb.

— To 3Ha4YnNTb, — CKa3aB BiH, — WO CBATOC/NaB MyCUTb YCTyrnaTu rnepes
BALLOK KiHHOTOLO, aJie BaM Ui mepeMorun KowTyloTb baraTto nogen i 4acy, i Bu
He B cuni po3buTn noro gk cnif. 3paetocs, byne obnora fopocTtona. Yum He
Tak?

— O6nora Bxe €,— BianosiB Kanoknp, — ane 6’'10TbCA Nig Mypamu, He Ha
Mypax.

— Ara! KHa3b ba)xkae maTn 3ab60pono BiAg Balwnx KaTadpakTi..

— ANy HbOTO LWe A0 TPUAUATN TUCAY BiNCbKa.

Monopeub NiACKOYMB 3 1aBU, HA AKiN CUAiB.

— Xa, xa! To we HanBoe 6aba BopoXKMNa.



— Tak, — cka3aB Kanokup, — HagBoe! | Tomy gepxy s tebe TyT. He byny
A Tebe cnnyBaTm NTK Ha cny>xby A0 Kecaps, ane gepxatumy Tebe TyT, 60 TN
— Mof be3neka.

| BUALWOB.

XIIl. BTEHA

HacTynHoi AHMHWM Bif ixaB Kanokunp, Haka3aBLu NuabHyBaTy BpaHus
AEHb i HiY, afle MaB TakKo)X CTOpoXX noabaTun i Npo yCcsaKy BUroay Ost HbOro.
BungHo, xutpun rpek He 6a>kaB pobutn McTmncnasa CBOIM BOPOrom.

Monane AeHb 3a AHEM OAHOMaHITHO, HYAHO, 6e3 3MiH Ta pagocCTi, a TyT
My4uJsia NOro cepue Tyra 3a CBOIMMU | HENEBHICTb, WO AIETLCA 3 KHA3EeM Ta
ApPYy>XUnHoto. He pa3 3rapysaB McTtucnas i 3anicca, KannHy, Porpgas, BnacTa,
JlioTa... HYacoMm xaniB HaBiTb 3a KpykKoM, IKOro Mmycus 3aimwnTin y Knesi. 9k
ay>xe npupascs 6 oMy uen BipHUA Apyr y NOro HyabryBaHHi. Pnbanka B’toH
LWOAHWUHN NPUXOAUB TPUYi 3 CTOPOXXeM NpubunpaTtn KiMmHaTy, MPUHOCUB 1XXY
Ta HanuToK abo BMHOCMB nocyay. Ane Hi pa3y He Mo)XHa 6yno BigBepTOo

nobanakaTtu, 60 CTOPOXX HE BiAXOAUB Bif HNX Hi HA XBUJINHY.

Kpi3b BiKHO, O BUXOAW0 Ha NiBuin 6eper pikn i Kpi3b Ske BUKMHYB ByB
B'toH puby, 6a4yme McTucnaB TakoX He pa3 MOJIOAOro CMixXyHa, ajne uen
34BUraB auvule niaevynma i TpAc ronosor. lapemMHo nocuaas NOMy MOJIOLELb
HiMI NMTaHHA NOrNA40M Ta pyXaMu pyk, — CMiXyH He Bignosigas. 1 Ta'k

MWHYJI0 ABa Micsu,.

AXX OCb O4HOI AHWUHW BMaB CTOPOXX Ha MOPO3i KiMHaATW Ta BUKPYTUB COBi
HOry. KMM YNHOM Te CTaJI0Cs, He 3HaB HIXTO, i aXk HabaraTo nisHiwe
Ai3HaBcsa McTucnas, Wo CMiXyH NPOTArHYB Nnonepek TeMHUX CXiauis
MOTY30K. CTOPOXX N'YKHYB Ha »iHKY Ta BOSIKiB, i BOHW BUHEC/IN NOro 3
KiMHaTWN BHU3. 3 LbOro CKOpMUCTaBCA B'IOH i yBinwoB Ao Mctucnasa. 3pasy
noYaB 3acTuUNaTU CTiN | yKNagaTn Ha HboMy Batoga Ta A36aHkn. Ane Konm



B>XKE€ 3aTUXJIN KPOKK BOSIKIB Ta NaJbKaHHSA XIHOK Ha cxodax, 3BepHyBCA 00

McTucnasa:

— BoeBoao! — 3aroBopuB CKOPOroBipkoto. — A Pocnas, CUH KMeTS 3-Mifg
IcKkopoCTeHs, oepeBnssHUH. BXxe ABa pOKM TOMY NOTpPanmB 1 B HEBOJIO | BAAlO
boxxeBinbHoOro, 60 MeHi Tak nobpe. bysas s y Llapropogai, AapiaHononi,
ATeHax i 6araTo 6a4mB i 4yB. [lypHs, 6a4, HIXTO HE COPOMUTLCA. ToMy |
ocTepir a4 Tebe i ocTepirato Hagani. 3anam’aTan cobi, BOEBOAO, LLO TN HE Ha
Pyci, a y rpeubkux pykax, Ae CJloBaMn 3aKpMBaOThb JIMLLIE rafKku, a
BUCJIOBJIIOIOTb 30BCiM LLLOCh iHLE...

McTucnas ropis ogHak 3 HeTepnaayku i uepebmns Pocnasa.

— 3anunw ue! 9 Tebe 3po3ymiB pobpe i gani poaymiTumy. T MeHi CKaku,
O 3 KHA3eM?

— KHa3b BiacTynue y lopocTon i o06opoHAETLCA Big 6onrap i rpekis
nepen MiCTOM. Y 4YNCTOMY MNOJi HE BUTPMMAE JlaBa PYCbKUX APYXUH nepej

MnaHUMPHNMN KOMOHHUKaMW.

— O, BOHW, NMEBHO, He Bi3bMYyTb MOro cusot! — BUrykHyB McTtucnae, —

BiH opesi, a BOHU Kypu. ['ope im!

— Benukoto € cuna lNepyHa — e npaBaa, — aJie HEMA Y HbOr O, SK i B
Ha>xbora, 6pexHi, NigcTyny, rpeLbKoro BOrH, CTPaWHNUX METaBOK Ha OroHb
I KaMiHHA. TIOKN OepXUTbCA KHA3b Y MOoJli, A40TW rapa3n. A pas 3aMKHYBCS BiH
y ropogi, To 6yne 6iga!

— Yomy x 61 nomy TikaTu y MicTo?

— ICTK HeMa Yoro, naen 6baraTto, MOXUBN Masio, TOMY i CUJT He

BUCTaYaE. fonon!..



— Tikanmo, PocnaBe! — ckasaB No XBWIUHI.— A myLwy 6yTn 6ina KHA34 |

nepemortv abo 3ruHyTM pa3oM 3 HUM. [LOMOMOXXWN MeHi!..

Ha cxofmax no4vysancs 3HOBY KPOKWU. YPSAOHUK OXOPOHN iLLOB 3acTynaTwu
CTOpOXKa npu Beyepi. B uin xBnnuHi 3acnisaB Pocnas, MOB MNiBeHb, ax

McTuncnas BiACKOYUB.

— Xan He 3Hag, bicoBa xap4, wo mn banakaemMo, — CKa3zaB nowenkn. — 4
[0 BTeYi BXXe BCe 3/1aNB, He BUCTAYa€E MEHi ine cTaneBoro fonota, abum
BUBaXXUTW rpaTy. Asie CTOPOXX MaE Take 3Hapaans, i 1 cnpobyto ykpactu
noro. A ocb TyT, — PoCniaB BUTAMHYB 3 KULLEHi KJIyBOK MOTy3Ka, — MOTY30K.

CnycTu Noro MeHi Kpi3b BiKHO, K 06i3ByCs ABiYi nyrayem...

Y U0 XBUJINHY BBINLLOB Y KIMHaTY YPAOHUK, XUTalO4YNCb HA KOPOTKNX

TOBCTUX HOlaX.

— KBa, KBa, kKBa! — 3akaxkaB PocnaB, Tpinatym pykamMmm, MOB Ka4ka
Kpunamu. MCcTucnas He CTPUMABCA | 3aCMiABCA. YPAOHUK MOYEPBOHIB 3
nocanun, ane BKJIOHUBCSA i CiB 3a CTin. BiH i B ragui He mas, wob "bicHyBaTmnin"
po3MOBAAB 3 BpaHueM.

Ane McTuncnaBoBi He xoTinoca icTn. CNokoto He aaBajia oMy ragka, o,
MOXXe, AKpa3 Yy Ti caMin XBUJIMHI He MalOTb MOro TOBapWLLI WO 00 YCT
BKJIACTWU. BiH WBMAKO 3aKiHYMB Be4YepATU Ha NpesBesiMke 3a40B0JIEHHS NOro
TOoBapuLla, KM BBa)kaB cebe y npagi 3'ICTn BCe, WO 3aAUWNIOCh, i 3

MPOTUBHUM MNAMKaHHAM 3MiTaB yce 3 CTOoJly.

HapewTi Bunwos i BiH, i McTucnae 3anmwmnecg cam. [1oBro He mir

3aCHYTMW.

Pa3 y pa3 npusBna)xyBaanca nomy KHa3b, LLIBapHoO, JIIOT, Apy>KMHa, — YyCi

rosiogHi, 3 nodbnignnMmm nMUaMmM, 3HEeCUIEHi, OXJIAIi.



Konn monogeub 36yamecs, nmue noro 6yno Borke Bif Cni3, NpoanTux
Kpi3b COH. Y paHiwHin monnTei 6naras BiH rapsye Xopca-Aaxbora nocnatwu

KHA3eBI Ta APY>XUHI NOXUBY i cuny BiAbUTK BOpOra.

Y xKypbi Ta CMYTKY MUHYO e KilbKaHaJuUAaTb AHIB. AXX OCb OAHOI AHUHW
nokpmecsa [yHan Mpsakot. CuHABI knybn rHaB 6ynHMM 3axigHWUin BiTep yHU3
Nno piLi, BpPMBaBCA KPi3b BIKHO y CaMiTHY KiMHaTy Ha BeXXi, BAAPSAB BOrKUM
KpvsaoMm 06 Mypu i MOHYpPO CBUCTaB Y rinni aepes. [10OBOpOHiNa AyHanCbKa
XBWNS, BUCOKI Basin KOTUNCSA Bif cepeanHun piku 0o bepera i 3 X/110MoTOM

obNMBaNN NiOHIXXA BEXI.

Mpw cBiTNi ONMBHOI NamMnu cupis McTucnae y KiMHaTI | Npuciyxascsa 0o
NOHYPOro BUTTA BITPY Ta CBOIX HEBTIWHUX AyM. CyM, Yyumpas rambLuunni,
4yMMpa3 BaXKilWnKW, oropTas noro. Ha monoae cepue Hanarsaa CamiTHICTb
Ba>XKUM KaMeHeM i bpasacs 3a4aBnTy BCi NpobANCKN CUan Ta AiaNbHOCTI.

Mpsika oropTajsa Noro rosioBy, Tyno AMBUJINCS O4i y TEMPSBY.

Konu panToM no4vyB BiH ABiYi KPUK Nyraya y riani ssopa. Muruem cko4ms

McTucnaB [0 BikKHa i CNYCTUB LWWHYPOK YHU3.

— Myry! Nyry! — 3arygis nyray 3a BikHOM, a N0 XBUJINHI BUTATHYB
Mosiogeub Haropy MoTy30K. 10 HbOro npue’s3as B'1OH 4OCUTb TOBCTUN
pPeMiHb BiJ apKaHa, SKOro BXxueanm 6onrapcbki Ta nevyeHisbKi i3gui.
34omByBaBCA 3pa3y McTucnas, ane rnoTiM 3p03yMiB, LLO MO LLbOMY peMeHi
CNYCTUTBLCSA 3 BikHa Ha 3eMJ10. Ha KiHLi peMeHs BUCIB KJieBelb i 4010TO.
FonoBka knesusa 6yna obropHyTa WKipoto. | peMiHb i WHyp Bynun BOrKi.
Hapnsopi nagas goLu.

Monogeub 3pa3y B3ABCA 3a 4iN10: NiABaXXUB rpaTn y BikHI, LLO BAAJIOCH
nomy pyxe wBmakKo. Hixto i He cnopisascs, wob 3 ocTpiBua MOXXHa Byno
BTekTN. OAMHOKMIM YOBEH CTOSAB Ha nMpaBoMy bepesi pikn, a Ha ocTpiBui 6yso
Nvwe MasnieHbke 4YoBeHue B'ioHa, y AKOMy v ogHa toguHa Morna
NyCTUTUCA Ha BOAY. TOMY HIXTO He NOMITUB, L0 ip>Xa 0aBHO BXe
neperpusna 3anisHi wtabu rpaT. Mo niBroanHi npaui rpaTt y>xe He byno. He



B6yno 4yyTun i yoapis knesus, 60 Wkipa raywwnna ix, a CBUCT BiTPY He [OMNYCKaB
HIAKOro WyMy [0 YLWen BapTOBMX Ha cxodax Ta 6ing npucTtaHi. Jlerko, moB
KiT, CKO4YMB McTmncnas Ha 3emsio i nobayvms 6ina cebe nexxayy noctaTtb
PocnaBa.

— YMi€ew nnaBaTu, BOEBOAO? — CMUTAB CMiXYH 3aMiCTb NPUBITAHHA.

— CnaBa Benecosi, ymito.

— Ue rapa3n. Ctpubor po3rynsascsa HUHI. BiH i oHece Hac, Kyaun Tpeba, i
HaHece OO0WMNKY, SKNI 3aTpe BCi CNiam 3a HaMu. XoaimMmo, BoeBoao!

3irHyBLUNCb, FHaHIi BITPOM i gowem, nepecyBanncsa BoHu go bepera. TyT
IX XXJano MasieHbKe YoBeHLe, CIPaBXXHS OpixoBa WKapayrnuHa,
HaBaHTa)KeHa BCi/IAKMMW NpunacamMu, Tak WO 3a1MWLnioch Micue xiba ons

OfHi€l ocobu.

— Po3psarancs, BoeBoO, | MAMBY 32 MHOK. TW He 3yMi€EWl TakKnNM
HaBaHTa)XeHUM YOBHOM KepyBaTW, a NoTiM, — TYT 3acMifiBCA B'tOH, — [OCUTb

1 HAMOK, MOMOKHW i TV geLuo.

— Hivoro! JonomMoXiTb BOASHiI!

Monogeub CKMHYB oaAar, a Pocnas CiB y YOBEH i BiALLITOBXHYB NOro Bif,
bepera. 3a 4oBHOM noname McTUCNaB, NPUAEPKYIOYNCb HOBHA OOHIEID
pyKoto. CKOpO 3HUKIA Yy TEMPSABI 3a HUMM MOHYpa BexXa 3abyToro 3amky.
AKNNCb YacC BUOHIBCA e y MPSILLi BOTHUK OJIMBHOI J1aMMu, @ NOTIM i BiH 3HUK.
Mpsika, niTbMa i gow, 0bHANM 3BiAYCiNb yTiKaviB, AKi MOBYKM NOCYyBaNCS A0

npaBoro 6epera piku.

[-oCb 3a40pHina nepen HAMU TEMHa CMyra, NMOBHa rOMOHY, LWenecTy Ta
NAIOCKOTY XBUJb, Le bynn npnbepexxHi oyepeTn.



Monopeub pa3 y pa3 3adinaB Horamm 06 KOpPiHHA WyBapy, NigBOAHUX

POCJ/IVH, MOTIM 3aCTpPAr y Hamyni.

— Jlaram x1nBoTOM Ha Boay! — paawvB B'IOH i 3 31BOEHOIO CUJI0O MXaB
yoBeH go bepera.

AXX 0Cb 3'ABUINCS NEpPLUi KYNMUHN CUTHUKY | Kyn4YaTKa, I03nHa Ta Bepbu,

a No XBWJINHI BUCKo4mB Pocnas Ha beper.

Mokpun Ta 3mMep3aunin, Mctucnas Texx Bubpascsa Ha beper i ogsarHyBCsa y
CBin opar. Pocnas AicTaB 3 YOBHa ABa MKW, BUTATHYB 3 OLHOMO ByXaTumn

N30aHOK 3 3aTUYKOIO.

— Hanwuics, 6o BxonuTb Tebe nponacHuus, a Toai xiba BeptaTncs

npunnocs 6.

McTucnas nocnyxas. Llen npocTnit 4oNOBIK BiB NOro, MOB OUTUHY, i
MOJI0AeLb CyXaBcs noro, 60 3HaB, Wo TyT GiNblie 3HAYNTb 3HAHHA MiCUS 1
06CTaBMH, Hi>XK AOCBIA, XUTPICTb, BigBara Ta xopobpicTb. Y aA3baHky b6yno
MiLHe rpeubke BMHO, i CKOPO BiA4yB MoJsiofeLb, K MPUEMHE TenJso

PO3JIMBAETLCA MO NOro Tini.

— Wo x Tenep? — CNMTaB MNOLUEnkKU.

— A ocb, rnaHb! — BiANoBiB PocnaBs, BKa3ylo4ynM Ha piky 3a KiflbKaHaauATb
KpokKiB Big cebe.

Ha TeMHocCipoMy T/i BOOW YOPHINO WOCb Npu camoMy bBepesi, Ha4ye NeHb
nepesa.

— Lo ue?



— Le 4yoBeH Kasnokupa. Y HboMy € BapTa. OguH CNUTb 40 NiBHOYI, APYrnmn
BiZ MiBHOYI. Ta HMHI, MabyTb, 0bnaBa 3acHynu.

— [e? Y 4yoBHI?

— Tak.

— Hy, rapa3g! Ocb T06i gonoto! Konn gam 3Hak, Tak T LM O0JI0TOM
MO roJioBi TOro, WO CNUTb. 1 3aNMyCH OPYrUM.

— [Nobpe!

Tenep koMaHayBaB BoeBoAa, 60 Pocnas nobpe 3HaB, WO nmuap, SKUn €
nobumuem Ceatocnasa, Mycutb 6yTn Heabuskum bopuem.

MpoTn cnofiBaHHA, BApTOBUIM He CMas, aHi He CNAIB Yy YOBHI, Mwle CTOoAB,
cnepwuncb Ha WKnT, Ha 6epesi. Ane wym BiTPYy NPUrayLWwnB KPOKn McTucnasa.
Konun niginwnm Ha ca>xeHb 0 HbOro, WwenHyB McTucias 40 ToBapuLla.

— birom go yoBHa!

He po3aymytoumn, knHyecs Pocnae 6irom.

— CTin! CTin! — rykHyB BapToBui i xoTie 6yno 6irtu 3a HUM. Ta B Ty
XBUJIMHY BMaJsio NOMY Ha roJIoBYy LLOCb BaXkKe, BeMKe i M'ake. Lle McTtucnas
yOapuB NOro 3 yCbOro po3mMaxy ro rojiosi... MilWkKoMm. MNMo4vyBcs 6paskiT wuTa,

WO Na gaB Ha KaMiHHA, NoTiM oknnk "Kipie!", i 3aMOBK10 BCe.

— PocnaBe! — KpukHyB McTucnas. — Tu rotos?

— [oToB! A TK, BOEBOOO?

— | 9! Ane Min we xmnsmin!



— JaBan noro crogn!

McTucnaB 3aTArHyB rpeka o 4YOBHa, A€ N1eXKaB y)Xe APYruin BisaHTIieLb,
K onicnsa BusaBuiocs, yontunn gonotom Pocnasa. CMiXyH ygapus nNoro y
BUCOK, i Yepen JIONHYB BiA yaoapy.

BKUHYNM Monoui y HOBEH MilLKW Ta BUMJWIN Ha CepefunHy piku. Tam
BKUHYIN Yy BOAY HebiXX4mKa, a apyroro, wo 6ys nvwe npurosioMLeHnn
yhoapom McTucnasa, nocaguin 3a Becsia i Nanav axk 40 paHKy.

Konu Ha cBiTaHKy neped HMMKM no4vana 6initmn soaa, Ipkepmysas PocnaB
yoBeH Ao 6arHmcToro niBoro bepera piku, ae npocuainn obnasa BeCb OEHb.
BBeyepi noixann gani, a rpeka nycTuam XXMeBMUM. He Tak TO LWUBUAKO Mir BiH

BEPHYTUCA 00 CBOIX.

Yci rpeubki Ta 6onrapcbki cunm 6ynm no tomy 6oui pikun. Tomy He
6osnnca 3paan. PiBHO XX He 6osnnca noroHi, 60 3 OCTpiBLUA HE Ml HIXTO
BUpywmnTn 6e3 4yoBHa Kanokumpa Ta 4anku B’toHa.

| Tak IXaJin BOHU HiY4t0, @ BOEHb CMOYMBaAJIN, OKN HE O0IXasn OO0

HopocTona.

B>xe paHKoOM Toi camol AHUHM nobaynnn BoHU Ha obpii 3arpasy
noxkapuiia, a KoJim 3iwno coHue, YOpHI AnMN.

— Ocb Mu BXe i goMa, — cka3aB McTucnas.

— ba, ane roai 6yae pictatucsa y ropoa. Ha piui donort.

— Wo » pobuTtn? Nigemo gani niwkn. 3roga?

— TBOSA BOJIA, BOEBOAO, a boriB nacka... Moxxe, gingemo.



— To xopimo!

Mepenwnun piky i Heganeko Big MicTa, TaMm, 3BiAKM BUI3AMB yrepLle
CesTOCNaB Ha Norpom 0Ty, BUnwAm Ha 6eper. HenomiTHO BUAi3aM Ha

Manuin ropbok i 3 KyLiB rAsgHYy M Ha ropo Ta NOoro OKOJNLIO.

o micTa 6yno we 3Biacina naneko, ane BCsa piBHMHa Byna BKpuTa
rypTkamm nogen. Mano 6yno, ogHak, Mi>X HAMKU BOSKiB. Bynn Le ronosHo
Bbonrapcbki censaHu, AKi Nig HarA940M rpeubKnx BOSKIB i oilepiB Tarnm Ha
LUHYpaXx Be/InYe3Hi MawnHWU. Bynn Tam KaTanynbTuy, WO BUrNa4anm Havye
BeJIn4e3Hi BOpPOTa 3 TOBCTUMU MPYXXUHAMU 3 CKPYHEHUX KOHOMIAHUX JIHB,
[ani 3BM4anHi MeTaBKW 3 BeJINYE3HO OepeB’ssHOK Bapexolo, Y AKy Kanu
KaMiHH4, LWoNu 3 TapaHaMun Ta ceepaslaMu ansa po3buBaHHA Mypis, fani
XXYypaBni, Ha4ye Ha KoJlo4A34aX, Ha AKX, 3aMiCTb Bigep, BUCIAM Kowi. Y Li KoLwi
cijanun ny4YHuUKN, xKypasenb NiginMas iX yropy, i 3Bi4C/n Maan BOHU
obcTpinoBaTn 06opoHLiB MicTa. Ane HanbiNbLIO Ta HANrPi3HILWOLD
MalLnHO Byna BeneTeHCbKa AepeB’AHa BeXXa 3 KiJlbKkOMa NoBepXxaMu,
rynsan-ropofn. BHM3y ctosas TapaH onsa po3buBaHHA MypiB, Ha NepLioMy
noBepci BikHa 3 MOMOCTOM AJ18 NiIXOTUHLIB, WO i NPUCTYNOM Ha MypU, Ha

ApyromMmy — BiKHa ON1§ CTPiNbLiB, @ 3BepXy AyJia AJ18 rPeLbKoro BOrHio.

CTpalwHa us Bexa, BCS BKpUTa WKipaMu, nocyBasnacs snepen no
MOMOCTY 3 AOLWOK Ha AepeB’aHUX Baslax, MOB Yallka Ha BOJIOLUi, afie A0 LbOoro
Tpeba 6yno i coTeHb pyK. TOMy Bi3aHTINCbKI BiCbKa 3irHaAM 3 yCix
HaBKOJIULLHIX Cifl HaceneHHs, Wwob nigkoyyBaTM MaWWUHW Nig MiCTO Ha Basl,

KNI BUCUMNANO BiNCbKO pPiBHOBGIXKHO o0 CTiH [lopocTona.

Po3rnaHyswmnck, obnasa MmoaoaLi noyYannm pagntuca nowenkun. Ane
He[oBro Tpueana usa Hapaga. BoHn mornm nuwe Kpi3b Tabip rpekis
npobutncsa y ropon, 60 Ha piui cTosnm cyaHa Ta i34nav YOBHaMM BapTu.
Ckopo cknanu cobi nnaH, a No XBUINHI, KAHYBLUW CAUCK | LWNTK, MOXOBaN

HOXXi Ta Tonopw Nig NaaLi i 3MiWannca 3 HaNbANXK4OoK BaTaro My>XUKIB.

— 3BiAKW BU? — CUTaNM ix.



— 3-nig NMepecnaBu! — BianoBiB B'toH. — 3710BUAM HAC i npurHanu, 6or

61 ix nobwus.

— [en, ren, HeBoNa! — 3iTXann MyXukn. — MuHyBscsa nobpuin 4ac npasau

Ta cBoboaun. bosipu Ta rpekun B3siaM BepxX.

— Jlo WwHypiB, A0 WHypiB, cobave HaciHHSA, ren! — 3aKnukKas y LUin
XBUJNHI ocpiLep.

Bci, @ 3 HUMKM McTucnas i B'tOH, KUHYJIUCA TAMHYTU ryNanM-ropo 40 Bany

nig micTo.

XIV. OCTAHHI OHI JOPOCTOJIA

Y BeNUKIN rpuaHnLi [OPOCTONIbCbKOIro 3aMKy CUAIB KHA3b CBATOC/1aB.
MignepLwwun ronoBy pykow, AMBUBCA Nepen cebe HENOPYLWHO OKOM, o6
6a4nTb MMus | Noaii He 3 UbOro CBiITY, OKOM NPOpPOKa, BOpoxbuTa. | 6aynnio
e oko 4ybaTi Apy>xuHM Onera i noro WMT Ha BopoTax Llapropoga. baynno i
nobuTi, NoTonsIeHi BinCbKa Iropsa Ta CBOI NepeMoXXHi 60l reH faneko y
MisaoeHHin MakenoHii. BoHo baynno gina 6aTbkiB, nepemoru, nopaskum, COpom
i CnaBy MUHYNNX BiKiB Ta Ba)KKi, KpnBaBi cy4acHi 60i. Ane BOHO 6a4mno i
ManbyTHE, i TOMy CcaMe rpi3Ho cTaranmcsa 6poBn Hag BNaaMMum o4MMa repos.
OpgHak He 6ysio y umMx 04ax CMYTKY. B HUX ropino HaTxXHeHHs, 3anan i Bipa,
O 3 yCix unx paH, 60iB, KPOBIi, HeQYr Ta CMepTi BPATYETbLCS, MOB 30J10TO B
OrHi, BiYHa, HEB'sAHY4a, ML apCbKa CflaBa PYCbKOro iMeHi Ha BCi Yacu, Ha BCi

3eMni...

LLiBnaoko, ogHak, onycTuiacsa ropno nigHeceHa rosiosa CesaTocnaBa. 3-3a
BiKOH y pPiBHUX BiACTynax 4acy JoXoAuB ryxuin Tpick... Le banku Ta
KaMiHHS, KngaHi MaxiHaMu pomeiB, Nagasan Ha byauHKM Ta waTpa, Ha naen
Ta KOHen. YacoMm 4yBCH 3a yaapoM TPICK JJaMaHUX B'A3aHb AaxiB i
PYMNHOBaAHUX CTiH. [leKonun niyHaB KpPUK to4en, CTOrFOHW Ta MPOKJIbOHW.
XBUNSIMN BTUCKABCA B KIMHATU iAKW UM — Lie Fopifin 3anasieHi rpeybkmum

BOrHeM 6y AUHKWN. Ane KHS3b He NLWOB ANBUTUCHL, A& CaMe ropuTb, 60 Ha



BYIMUAX JIEXKaNN paHeHi, Tpynu nobuTunx i noMmepnnx Big ronony MeLlKaHLiB
MiCTa i BOSKIB. Lli nO>X0OBKJi, NOYOpPHiNi Tpynun nakanm CeaTtocnasa. BiH 3BUK
no 6uTe, oe TMCcaYi 3aBgaBann CMepTb TUCAYaM, A€ PiKOK iniacs KpoB. Ane
TYT KpoBi He Byno. TyT ybmnBana »OBTa KiCTasBa 3MOpa rosoay, NpoTu SKoi
He Mir BUCTOSATWN HiXTO. BOHa 3a ABa-Tpu OHi 3 repos pobuna ouTmHy, a 3a
4OTUPU — HEMIYHOro CTapus. TyT Hi ANA Yoro He Npuaanncsa 61aroponHicTb,
BigBara, xopobpicTb. Fono nepeTBoptoBaB yCix 6e3 pi3HULUi y 3BipiB, i
CesATOCNAB 3 XXax0OM 3rajyBaB Npo TPYMNu XiHOK Ta AiTen 3 NnoobTnHaHuMn
pyKaMu Ta HOramu, siki 3Haxo4usin He pa3 y TEMHUX rnepeyJsikax, ae xuna

HEe3aMOXXHa NIOHICTb.

MpobyBanu APY>XXUHHUKN POBNTM BUNA3KKN 3@ MOXXNBOK A0 FPELIbKOro
Tabopy, ane pomei cami ronogyBasnan, a BCs okonmusa byna Bxxe gaBHoO
norpaboBaHa.

HacTynue Beyip. YuMpas HeBMpa3HilLMMK CTaBain pucu npegMmeTiB,
YUMpPA3 THKYUMN OYMKUN KHA3A. Kpi3b BiKHa 3arsisiHyna y rpyuaHuLio 3arpasa
NoXXexXi, MoYyINCA OKNMKK "Boan, Boan!" Ta cuk nosym's. A yepes piBHi
NPOMIXKKWN Yacy NyHaB TPiCK PyMHOBaHUX Oy ONHKIB, CTOFOHM PaHEHUX, CKpun

MeTaBOK...

CBATOCNaB HaKMHYB Ha cebe LWNPOKUA YHOTUPUKYTHUN Bi3aHTINCbKNIA
nnawy i BUAWOB. Ha ManaaHi nepepl 3aMKOM KPYTUJIOCS KiJibKa TUCAY N0 aen.
MunHyYNOI AHMHM Nig 3aXUCTOM MaxXiH ygapwuian Ha Tabip Pyci 6onrapcbki
KOMOHHMKW. BoHM 3 iM'aM uwaps iwnn y 6in i nepemornu, 60 yci 4py>XKnHn
po3neTinnca nepen HUMK, MOB nosioBa. Tak gobpanuca 6onrapm axx oo CTiH
ropofa, Ta parnToM 3 yCiX BOKiB KMWHY/INCA Ha HUX TOBMNU PYCbKUX
OPYXXWHHUKIB 3 3aB3ATTAM, NMpo ke bonrapm focCi He Manun HaBiTb yABU. Ane
Li repoi, Wwo Tenep KMgaanucs Ha ToBny 036poeHNX nepemMoxLuis, He bavynnum y

HUX BOPOXXMX BOSIKIB, @ JINLLE... KOHEN, 3 IKMX MOXKHA MaTu MoXXnBy!

Hi ognH 3 6onrap He YHUK cMepTi. 3armHyam BCi, a KoHen Byno nopizaHo
HeranHo. He 6yso ix 4ynM roayBaTu, a 3a A€Hb-ABa Noxynnum 6 i Tak.



BunwosLwwn Ha mangaH, 6a4ms CBATOCNAB, AK NOpPi3aHe Ha Mai WMaTKU
M’ICO Ta KOCTi NakoBasM BOEBOAU MiXK BINCbKOM. bayunBs, AK CBITUINCA OMi
3roJIOAHINNX BOSAKIB Bifl HaAil NOICTM X04 pa3 Ha Kisibka AHiB. [lecb nofinncs
3HEeBipa, Tyra 3a poAnHO, CMYTOK; XXapTW, CMiX novyBanncsa y 36opi, i KHA3b
caM 3pagis, AMBASYNCH Ha ue. MNoTiM niwoB gani Bynnuamm micta i Tyt 6ayms
Nopo3KJslafaHi BOrHi, Ha SKUX Bapunacb Dka. Tpasy, JINCTHA, KOCTi, OCTaHKU
H6opoLHa, CyleHoro Mm’aca, ropognHn, KYCKN LLKipK 3 NOSCIB, YpeBIiB, LLUUTIB,
— yCe Te BapuiocCb y ropLlikax Ha sKyCb IOWKY. Heto rogyeanuncs yci, XTo
MaB LLe WO BKJIACTU Y FOPLIOK. XTO BXXe 30BCiM Hi4YOro He MaB, iLLOB Ha piKY.
HdexTo Haxoaus puby, iHWNN Yepenax, pakis, BOASAHI POCANHK, ane
HanyacTiwe 3Haxoannm pnbankm paHm abo i cMepTb Bif PYK rpeubKnx

BapTOBUX, SKi HEHAaCTaHHO YaTyBaau nonig 6eperamu piku.

Bcioan 6yno BMAHO TOBMU OPYXUHHUKIB, SKi Nicaa 0OCTaHHbOI 6UTBN
MYCWUIN BIACTYNUTU Y ropo nepen rpagom KamiHHSA, 6ankis, nepen
CTPYMEHSMUN NJIMHHOI0 BOMHIO Ta yAapaMu NaHUUPHUX KaTapakTiB, KOHi

AKX gns 6inblwoi BiganopHOCTi 60MOBOI NiHiT CKOBYBasin NaHUOraMu.

CBATOCNaB rAsHYB NMPaBopyy, y CTOPOHY NpuUcTaHi. TyT 6yno TeMHo i
TNX0. KHA3b NOBEPHYB TYAU | NWOB XBUWINHY MiXK psifaMu TEMHUX,
HeocCBiTNeHNX 6yanHkie... TyT i TaM 6anmann BOrHUKK, a B iXx cnabomy CBIiTAI
pyxanucsa NiHMBO AKiCb TiHi. [lekonun novysannca cnabi, naakcmBei roaocu.
Bupas3Ho 4yB KHA3b a4y gntuHuM: "Manko, manko!"— nebepina anTuHa i
npocuna icTu... Ane nuwle CygopoXXHui naay 6ys BiANOBIAAKD HA C/ILO3N...
Xpunni, cnabi ronocm o63mBannca 3 TEMHUX BYIMiB, @ 3 A€AKUX XaT BifAN0
CTpawwHUM cMopoaoM Tpynie. TyT i TaM BaymB KHA3b TEMHI TiNla, NPOCTArHEHI
Ha 0opo3i. BiH obMnHaB IX Ta HaBiTb He AMBUBCSA. BiH 3HaB, WO Ue Mepui —
XXepTBU rosIogHOI 3MOPW.

| ToOi NOYyB KHA3b, WO AKUNCb X0N104 MOPO3UTb MOro Aywy, Binbupae
BiABary i HENOKOITb COBICTb... COBICTb, ika AOCIi HE 3aKNUHYJ1a KHA3EBI Hi

O4HOT KpMBAW, Hi OA4HOI HEeCrnpaBen/INBOCTI.



"3Mopa rosiogy MaTip'to yCixX LMX YOPHIB MepLiB, — Ka3aJsa COoBiCTb, —
ane 6aTbkOM TUM caM, Bennmknim Ceartocnase... Li Tpynu, uen nomip — ue

TiHb, IKY KMOA€ TBOS csiaBa!”

PanTom 3BepHy/IN yBary KHA34 AKiCb HENMOACbKI KPUKK, CTOrOHWU,
NPOKJIbOHN, MeTYLWHSA. ['YPTOK fllogen TOBMNUBCA Ha PO3i By UL NMpu CBITAI
BOTHIO, SKWUWN ropiB y CiHAX Hanbamx4oi xatu. Y ToBNi 61was Mey Ta 4Yyamncb
PYCbKi NMPOKAbOHWU. [TPUTBMOM KMHYBCA TyAW KHA3b. Ha Burnag noro
6ancky4oi 36poi, Wo 3acasna, Kou B KHA38 3CYHYBCS Maaly, 3 njaeva,

PO3CKO4YNJINCA HalaCHUKWN.

— [eTb 3BiACK, po3bMWakn! — rykHyB KHA3b | 4OOYTUM Me4veM KinbkKa
pa3iB yaapme noMix Hanbinbw 3aB3aTux. | Togi noba4yms Ha fopo3i ybutoro
PYCbKOIr0o APYXXUHHMKA, @ B MOr0 pyLUi 3a/IMWLKU BUAISIEHOT MOMY CTPaBMU.
FronogHi niiwaHm nobaymnm y Hboro m’saco ta yéunum noro, wob 3006ytu
HeBnaaHe nobpo.

B nepwy MnTb rHiB oropHyB CBATOC/1aBa, pykKa CsarHysaa oo nosca, e
BUCiB ycim nobpe 3HaHWUI pir, a>x onana 3HoBY 6e3CcnnabHo.

"Hi! Lle He BoHMW... Lle ronioa! Lle He po3buLiakuy, He 3/104MHLUI... X KapaTun
rogi. Hag HUMK cMmepTb... Nepen HUMK NiTbMa! Hema Haail Ha NnepemMory, Ha

xni6, Ha mup..."

FonocHe cobaye rapyaHHa nobnunsy nepebuno aoymkn CeaTocnaBa.
3NpPKHYB Tyaun, i Mopo3 npowunb noro. Hag oAHUM 3 HEBIXKYMKIB CXUINBCS
HaniBrosni 4YoJs10BiK 3 vLEeM, 3apoC/InM axk 40 o4en, Bocuin, BUCOXINN, Have
Kowin 3 Ka3ku. Y NiTbMi CBITUANCA Fapa4Koto BeNNKiI Kpyri odi 6apca, y pyui
6anwas HiXX. Mpu TpeMTAnMBOMY BANCKY [aneKoro BorHio 6aymB KHA3b, AK

4YOJI0BIK Ler BbMBaB HiXK y MepLus.

Ornpa oxonuna CeBATOoCNaBa, BiH BiroM KNHYBCSA Ha3apg i pa3 y pa3
30aBaJloCcsa NOMY, WO Yy€ 3a coboto Te CTpallHe rapyYaHHsa NtoANHN-CoBaku.



"Mpobi,— wenTaB npo cebe, — nopa KiH4YaTKn... LLlo cka>xyTb 6aTbkun y
Bupal, Konu cTaHy nepej HUMU, a 3i MHOI YCi Ti 3rosiogHiNi npumapu
nogen? BoHn ckaxxyTb: "3Mopa rosiogy € MmaTip'to yCixX TUX Mepuis, ane
baTbkOM Tu caMm, Benmkuin CeaTtocnasel Ui Tpynu, nomip — ue TiHb, 8Ky

KNOa€ TBOSA cnaBa..."

He ornsapato4duck, 6ir KHA3b aXk y NiBOEHHUW KiHeub ropoa, e Kpi3b
BigYMHeHi 6pamun pa3 y pas BXOOUIN OPYXUHHUKK 3 nong 6buten. TyT
NnaHyBaB rapsa4koBuUi pyx. BoeBoanm nokasysanu MicLus NMOOLUHOKUM
Bigainam, ocobmncTo posgasanm noXuey... Cknaam CBiTUANCA MYyCTKOLO.
lonon nofas pyKy MCTUBUM POMESIM, FepONCTBO BUSABUIOCA Cilabwimm Big
LLbOro COl3HMKaA. 3a Bpamoo APY>KUHU KOMasan PpoBU, a 3 3eMJli Cunaau

OKOMM NPOTU KIHHOTN.

"ByAb Yy MEHEe MOXXMBa X04 Ha N'ATb-WIiCTb AHIB, He noba4mne 6u Hi ognH

rpek 6bankaHCbkux npoxoais!" — aymMaB KHA3b.

PiBHOGI>KHO [0 pyCbKMX OKOMIB Ha BigAasni ABICTi CaXKHiB BUAHIBCS
BUCOKMWIN CTPIMKWIA Basl, HacunaHnm rpekamu. Ha Hbomy BugHo 6yno o610ros.i
MaxiHW, 3 AKNX pa3 y pa3 BUAiTaan KaMiHHA Ta gepeB’'saHi bpycu. OgHave TyT
He pobunnn BoHM 0CobNMBOI WKOAW, 6O BOSAKM HABYNINCS yXKE BUHUCNATU, Oe

i KON CaMe ynaje KaMiHb 4m 6anka, i po3biranncsa B4acHo.

fAkpa3 npoTn 6pamMu ropona CTosiNla BesM4e3Ha AepeB’'saHa Bexa y
nporanuHi Bany. lNMepen Heto ropisio 6araTo BOrHiB, i KHA3b 6a4ynB ABiI NaBu
NiIXOTUMHLIB Ta MOJIK KaTadpakTiB, aKi Oynn BUCTaBAEHI ANS 3aC/IOHU
obnorosux pobit. Came Tenep bpanncsa pobiTHUKN NpPUCYBaTN BEXY aX Mig
MYypW, YKNaganm nepen Hew MNoMmicCT i3 AOWOK Ta NiacTaBaAsAIN BanKW. IHLUI
HeC/IM Ha nJsedyax MilWKW BYTiNiNg 3 CIpKOI Ta CeniTpoto, KJ1044s, CKaslbHY

onito y uebpax, we iHwWi NigBoO3nAN KaMiHHS.

"3aBTpa pomei 3006yayTh Bpamy, i byaemo 6opoTmca Ha Byamuax", —

NOAYMaB KHA3b i BAXKKO 3iTXHYB.



"McTucnase, Mctucnase! Yomy Tebe Hema? MeHi came Tenep Tpeba
TBOEI MOJsI04eY0i BiaBarmn, cmnum, 3anany. 1 cam nosiB 61 BCiX Ha Ty OFHEHHY
NOTBOpPY, Ta A Mir 6u 3arnHyTK, a wo ctanoca 6 Toai 3 umMmMm Tucavyamm?"

| 3BeniB HaMbAM>XX4MM noknmkaTu LeBapHa, CBnHenbha Ta iHWKX

BOEBO/IB Ha panjy.

Y HaniB3pynHoBaHin xaTi 6ina 6pamun 3acinm Boesoamn i CBATOCNaB Ha
pany.

— BoeBoaun, — noyaB KHSA3b, — BEJINKA BeXXa poMeiB byne 3aBTpa 3a
BaJIOM Ha KiJibKaHaALUSATb CaXKHiB Bif, ropoaCbKUX CTiH. 3aBTpa 3aropmuTbCs
MiCTO Bifl rpeubKoro BOrHio, a Mun BCi 6yaemo 3myLleHi TikaTn 3a mypmn abo
BUATWN 3 MiCTa Ha PiBHUHY, e 3a4aBUTb HacC KiHHOTa. PaabTe, Wo pobutn!
Borm He MOKMHYTb Hac, AKLLO BUSABUTBLCSH, LLO MU He BTpaTUAu e BiaBarn i
HaAil. 3a HaC NOMONATLCA | AyXN NpekKiB y Bupal, AKWwo Mn He 3pagmMo
NaBHbOI CNlaBW HaWoOro naemeHi. Pagbmo, oTXXe, K BiABEpPHYTU Big cebe uto
Hebe3neky?

XBUANHY MOBYasn BoEBoAM, NoTiM obizBascs LLIBapHo.

— 3aMarno BiABepHyTM Hebe3neky. HMHI po3ganm Mn OCTaHKN MOXXMBW.
3aBTpa nicna 6uteu He byae BXe WO iCTN. AKLWO He 3HNWKUMO Bopora abo He
nobynemMo noxXuewu, NnpornagomM nponagemo.

— A 4 gpy>XMHa 3HAE, WO NOXXNBW HeEMa? — cnuTaB CBUHENbA, SKUN

BCe LLe HOCMB PYKY Ha nepes’sa3u,.

— 3Hae! — BiQMoBISIM XOPOM BOEBOAMN.

— | WO KaXxxyTb?



— KaxyTb, — Bignosis LLIBapHO, — 0Cb Wo0: "ByaemMo butncs, ookn cun,
a He CTaHe cu... To pa3 MaTtu poauna! Mixx ceoiMmun i cMepTb Nnerka! fle

KHA349 rosioBa, TaM i Hawi".

— A peix, TaM i Mo! — OOKUHYB KHA3b.

| 3HOBY 3aMOBKJIN BCi.

— Wo »x Tn, KHAXe, NnpnaymMmas? — nuTas LLIBapHoO.

— 9A7.. 94 6a4mns nopoifnis, 6a4me yOMBCTBO 3a KYCHUK M’siCa, 4yB, K 4iTw,
MaTepi i 6aTbKK NAavYyTb 3 ronoay. A 3Hato, WO TUCAYI TOTOBI NOKNACTU
ronoBu i TOMy nuTatk cebe: 4n € Hagig Ha nepemory, 4m Hi? Konu €, To
Bunmocsa [o 3arnHy, a HeMa, TO KO>XXHY KparJto nposInToi KPOBi MOYNCNATb

boruv i Ayxu npeakis i KNHYTb HaM y 0Odi, 9K YBMBCTBO.

Boesoau moB4anu, a CeaTocnas Tep obomMa pykaMm nomMopLLeHe 4010, 3
SIKOr0 B)X€e AaBHO He 3[inMana pykun 4YopHa xxypba i cym. HapewTi BiH BCTaB.

— Ocb 6a4nTe, TOMy ABa AHI nocunas Llmmickin oo meHe nocna 3
BUKJINKOM Ha ABo6in 3a 3emnto 6onrap. 3apas3 AymaB A, WO 3 ray3ay
3CYHYBCS Bif pagollis, ane Xopc-CBapor npocsBiTUB MOE cepLie B4aCHO,
Kaxxyuu: "Llmmickin pobpe 3HaE, WO 9 TaKMX YOTUPLOX, AK BiH, yons 6un
NOPO>XKHbLOI KOHOBKOI". XTO nigcunae ybusLiB Ha iHWOro, y Toro cuau
HebaraTo, a XT0 ybmBa€ 3pafoto, y Hboro | Bigsarn He byBa€e HaaMmipy.
BuoHO, Kecap XOTiB MeHe NiACTPeNnTU 3-3a CBOIX NJie4en OTPYEHOI CTPISIO
abo norybutun 4yapamu. | 9 BiAMOBMBCSA, X04 CepLe a)k CKaBynisio, MOB nec, 3
CKa)XeHoI 3/10CTi Ta aXk ropino Big oxo'Ttu... OTak i Tenep cnpobyto e pas
PaHKOM yOapuUTu Ha BEXY Ta Baf 3 YCi€lo cnnoto. Akuwo soacTbcs, To byny
bopoTucsa gani xo4 6u oo Bevopa i 3rnHy abo 3rMHyTb BOHM. A HE BAACTbCH,
TO po3i6’to X 10T Taku 3aBTpa BHOYI i NO4YHY neperosopu. LLlo X, rogutecs,

BOeEBOAWN?



Bci Bucnosmnm ceoto 3roay i BUALWAKM 36upaTtn APY>XXNHY Ta NPOBaanTuM ii
BLOCBiITa NPUCTYNOM Ha BaJiu poMeiB.

Came Topmi, Konm CBATOC/IaB 3aKJIMKaB Ha pajy BOEBOAIB, Kecap IBaH
LlmMicKin amBmBCA 3 HaMBULLOIo NOMOCTY BexXi Ha [lopocTon. 3-nig
6MCKY4O0ro WwonomMa AUBUINCA TEMHI BENMKI 04i HA BOMHI, WO ropinny
ropogai. Kpusuin, Havye 03b06 KpyKa, HIC CBIAYMB MPO BipMEHCbKe
NOXOO)XeHHSA Kecaps. 3aTUCHYBLUW TOBCTI, M ACUCTI ycTa, Lumickin mopwumnse
rycTi 6poBu i, He Ka>Ky4n Hi C/loBa, C/IiAKYBaB 3a pyXaMu pyCbKOro BiCbKa.
MNepen 6pamoto racsim oAnH Mo O4HOMY BapTOBI BOTHi, 3aTe y ropoi ax< JiyHa
buna y Hebo, Ha4ve Big Nnoxxexi. [locBiA4YeHU NOIKOBOAELb 3PO3YMIB 3
LbOro, WO APYXUHN CXOAATb 3 N0JA Y MICTO.

— To 6apbapikoH cesrenm acTige![1l] — cka3aB 40 BMCOKOro
cyTysnyBaToro retepiapxa Cknipa.

Llen nepecyHyB py4Kot Meva no 30JI0TUCTUX FyA3aX HavyepeBHUKA Tak,
O a)x noyyBcsa 6psA3K, Haye Big obyBaHOro meva.

— Y1y Malo iX TOHUTU? — CNmTas.

IMnepaTop NornsaHyB Ha BOEBOAY 3 YCMixoMm. Cknip 6y Myxem
BeJIeTEHCbKOro POCTY Ta CTPaLLHOI cnau, ane cnabkux crnocibHocTen.
XNTpuin Ta pO3yMHUN Kecap BUKOPUCTOBYBaB MOro, Ha4vye iHXXeHep TapaHa,
ane niagcmixyBaBCA 3 HbOro. 3ate 6ys Cknip Hanb XYM Lapesi
ABOpPAHNHOM, 60 6yB 3aaypHun, wob BoaBaTUCA y aki-Hebyab 3MOBMU i, He
nuTato4n, ybruBas KOXKHOIo, Ha KOro BKa3yBaB MIOMYy AecnoT.

— Hi, Cknipe! — BignosiB. — M nycTumMo Ha LMNX BapBapiB TBOI

cecTpuyky!

| pykoto BKa3aB Ha Bexy. YCa ApYy>XUHa 3acMifafnacs, KoJan Kecap 3B0JIMB
3akenkyBaTu cobi 3i Cknipa, a caM reTepiapx a> 3axo4nBCA Bifg peroTy,
y38BLINCb 3a 6oKW.



— lMepecyHyTn KiHHOTY Ha CXiAHY CTOPOHY MicTa! — Haka3yBaB
Unmickin. — MiXoTUHLI CTaHyTb 3 NiBAHSA | 3axo4y. A TyT npu Hac
kaTapakTn i Tn, Cknipe. CtpaTiry Kanokmpe, Haka>xu BUCYHYTU BEXY
Brepen, NpuroTyBaTu Ayna i xaaTn Haka3ly. Ha nogaHunim 3Hak nignanmuw
MiCTO. A Tenep NpocCiMO BCEBULLHBLOIO NMPO nepemMory Haj u1MMm Boporamm

Hawol Bipn i Bnagun!

Kecap BigKpuB rosioBy, a AyXiBHUK NPOYNTaB roJI0OCHO MOJIUTBY i AaB
KecapeBi n yCiM XpUCTUAHaM nouislyBaTu TEMHY iKOHY BoroMmaTepi y 30/10TiN
pu3i — Mararito.

Mo XBUANHI PO3iINLWINNCA CTPaTIrn, reTepiapxu, npotocnaTtapil Ta iHLWi
odhivepun no Bigainax, i No4aBCA pPyX BiNCbK. T0/10BHO 6ing Bexi kKunina
poboTa Ha BCi pykun. CensH, sKi i nicna Be4yepi Narnm Ha CNoYnHoOK, dbyannm, i
BCi Ha JaHWM 3HaK BXOMW/N 3a JINHBY, W06 NOTArTKM NOTBOPY BNepea.

OcTaHHIn NnpmncTyn Ha JopoCTO/1 MaB NO4YaTUCA 3 CXOO0M COHLS.

Mi>x cenaHamu, akux 36ygnnm onisHoui, 6ynn Mctucnas i Pocnas B'toH.
B>xe KinbkaHaauATb AHIB MpaLtoBaam BOHM pa3oM 3 bonarapcbknmm
censHamu, i McTncnaes HaBYMBCSA OELLO FPeLbKol MOBM | pO3yMiB 1l Tenep He
ripwe, HiK iHWi. HikoMy 1 Ha ragky He NPUALLIO LWYKATKW IX MiXK CeniiHaMu,
Tnm b6inbwe, Wo oaar McTmnciasa Nnogepcsa 00 peLwwTn i 3aMa3aBCs CKaJIbHOO
onieto. CMopig 3eMHOI cMOIM BUB BifL HBOrO Ha AeCATb KPOKIB, a vue, rpyau
i PYKM NOKPUANCSA YOPHUM, MaCHUM BONOTOM 3 3€MHOT ponu, 3MillaHOoi 3
nopoxoMm Ta ApibHum Byrinnam. PigHa maTn He ni3Hana 6 6byna monoauis y ix
TenepiwHboMy BUrnagi. He pas Kanokup 6a4ms ix i NpoxoavBs rMoB3 HUX, ane
He ni3HaB iX. Pa3 6a4ynnm BoHW ypsAaHMKa Noniuii 3 ocTpoBa y Tabopi.
Kanokup xogme 6niguin i Ni0oTUIA, 3aCy)KyBaB pa3 y pa3 KOroCb Ha pi3ku,
Kpu4yaB, NPOKJIMHAB i Ay>Xe NUJIbHO CNiAKYBaB 3 BaJly 3@ PyCbKuUM Tabopom,
Havye NUTaKyn 00N, KOMY cyauiacsa nepemora y umx 3MaraHHsax. BngHo,
Ai3HaBCA caMme ToAi Npo BTe4y McTucnasa, 3aJ10)KHMKa 3a CBOIO rOJ10BY.

Ha Haka3 cTpaTira, 3acBuCTasanm HaCTaBHUKN pas, opyrun, TpeTin —
3aCKpUMiIM MOTY3KUN, BeXXa 34PUrHyachk, i 3 CKPUNOM Ta NYpKOTOM
3pyLInaoCh Yynosuule 3 Micus. MomicT nig Bexxero punise, TpiLLas, FHYBCH,



noaaBaBCH, ajie BexXa KoTunacs snepen. Kpok 3a KpOKOM, Ca)KeHb 3a
Ca>KHEM CyHYyJla BOHa MO NMOMOCTI, MOTOM 06MBanncsa CENsiHN, Haramkmn
CBUCTI/IN, CKPUMIiAM NNHBK, @ B LLE 4YacC Ha NiBOHI Ta cxo4i nawTyBanuncs
nepecyHeHi BinCbKa i 36upanncsa BapmuTu CHigaHoK. ig caMumm CTiHaMm
ropoja He ByJi0 BXXe Hi 0IHOr0 APYXXWHHWUKA, BCi CUAINN Y FOPOAi i, BUAHO

cnanu, 60 nuwe TYT i TaMm 6AMMann BOrHNKMN BapTOBUX.

— Kasiokmp cKkaszaB HaCTaBHMKaM, LLO Le OCTaHHIN NpucTyn, —
npowenoTie B'toH o McTtucnaea.

— MNepyH im y TiM'a! — BianosiB mononeub. — Tpeba byae nig 4ac 6uten
06inTu BiNCbKO Ta 3anTwu i3 cxoay. Mpuctyn byne BioCcw, To Big cxony He
byne BapTu. A akwwo nob’toTb pomMel HalnMx, TO Halli CaMe Ha CXif

TIKaTUMYTb | HACKOYaTb Ha Hac.

— Myapo rosopuul... Ane wo ue? Tcc!

Monepeny No4yBCS SKUNCL Famip, a cNigom 3a LKUM rosioc cTpaTira.

— CTtin! Ayna n BOrHi Haropy!

3apeBaun porv N NOYyanca sKiCb KpUKN. XBUINHY BCAyxaBca McTucnas y
LLi FTOMOHW pPa3oM 3 iHWMMU CesiiHaMu, @ panToM Mo4vyB OKIuK: "Pocn inyTe!"
Bonrapwu 3pasy noknganum MoTy338 i NyCTUINCS BPO3Tid, oditepn nobirnm ao
MOJIKiB, HACTaBHMKM MapHO HaMaraanucs CNMHUTK BTiKauis, 6niguin, mos

cMepTb, Kanokup Kpuyas:

— BorHi Haropy! Haropy! Cmony, ayna, nignan! Haraamu onipHmx!
MaTiHKO Bo>)Ka, XpucTe, Lapto, eniemn3oH!

— bepwu, yyew! — rykHyB pantom McTucnaB ToOBapuLLEBi Ha yXO.

— Ayna, onsa 4oro? Tikanmo Kpawie! — 30MByBaBCS TOW.



— lan, gpypHun! Ons 4oro HaMm TikaTW, MU Kpalle nignasnaiMmo BexXy...

3eMHOI ponn Ynmano TyT, OfHa icKpa...

CtpawHuni oknuk "MepyHe! MepyHe!" 3arpumie pantom nepen 6pamoto
MicTa, i noba4ynnum pomei TOBNY PYCbKUX APYXXUH, SKa BUnanBana 3 bpamu i
po3nmeanacs rno noni. MNiwi Nonkn pomeis 3pMBannCs 3 3emi Ta
nopsiakyBanucsa 3 nocnixom. MNMokn, ogHak, BCTUr K cTaTu B pAgax,

HaCKOYMa Ha HNX XBWUJIA HanaCHUKIB.

| AK cTapo 3ronoaHiNMx bepe3HeBUX BOBKIB BBIpBETbLCSA B OTapy OBeLb,
TakK yaapwuam BUronogHini, nanatodi Xagoboto mnoMCcTu pyCUHM Ha CUTKX,
3acnaHnX Ta HeNpuUroToBJIeHNX poMeiB. BUABMNOCSH, LLO Bi3aHTINCHKI
NiIXOTUHLI HE BYMHNIIN OMNOPY PYCbKUM HaBiTb Yy nepeBa)kawodin cuni. OgnH
yhap HeBeNMKOI BaTarn po3bmueas uinnin nonk. Tyri, METKi MOJAHCbLKI i
TUBEPCbKi MONIOOSAKWN CIKNN OOBIrMMU Me4aMn POMENCbKUX NierioHepis, MOB
kanycTy. MNig yoapamu Tpiwanm WUTKW i WOAOMIN, NTOMUINCA paTuLLa CNKUCIB,
PO3NITaNNCA WKipSHi Kybpakn Ha N1axMiTTa N O4UH 3@ OOHUM BaJUINCS
nepemoxxui nepcis i apabis y kpneasum nopox 6orosuila. Ha cTiHax ropoga
3’ABUNINCA JIYHHUKW, | CKOPO CTasn NipHaTi NocaaHui 3i CBUCTOM JliTaTu KOJ10
ronis BigAQiNnie, Wo cToanm gani. BKiHUi nonHyNa AiHig NiXOTUHLIB i
po3cunanacs no noJi, a 3a HeK y AUKiN NoroHi po3birnucs opbdu
nepemoxuis. Oknuk "MepyHe!" rynis BXe 6ina NigHIXKXXSA caMol BeXi, Ky
6opoHMB Kanokmnp 3 ocTaHKaMm 3anacHuUX Bigainie. Y Bexi i 6inga Hel
3aMLWKNN0Ch NnLie KinbkagecaTt pobiTHUKIB, SKi HOCMAM 3Hagib’a oo

rPeLbKoro BOrHIO Ha MOMICT BEXXi.

McTucnas i B'toH 6a4ynnim norpomM pomeis i cMisnnca B aywi 3 6nigoro
nvusa cTparTira, aknm yce surykysas "OrHi Haropy!" i, 3a10MuBLLN PYKWN,
AVBUBCSA 3 CTPAXOM Ha PYCUHIB, WO MigXOANAN A0 BEXi YuMpas bamxye i

onnxxye.

A>XK panToM 3aMOBK, yNnaB HaBKOJILLKW i 3aKPUB JINLe pyKaMu, Haye
ocninneHnn 6anckaBkKo. A KON MONOALUI FASHYIN Yepe3 Noro rnjaeye Ha
none, nobaymnm y 611McKy BOrHiB, po3kjafeHnUX A0BKOJa BexXi... CBATOCNaBa,
AKWUA 3 MeYyeM B pyLi Ta 3 30JI0TUCTUM LWLMTOM Ha J1iBOMY paMeHi, 3 CyBOpUM,



rPi3HUM NMLEM BKa3yBaB APYXWUHI HA BeXY. 3a HAM TOBMNUJINCS NOrr0
NPUBIYHNKN — LBIT PYCbKUX APYXWUH, BOSsKM McTucnasa. MNepepn HUM BTikaam
pomei, MOB 3aiui, B3MBak4M NPo JOMOMOrY BCiX CBATUX Ta MPOCAYN rpoMy 3
Heba Ha rosioBy nepemMoXxusa kKecapis.

OpHak He cyamnoca CBATOCNaBOBIi caMoMy 3006yTu BexXy. kpas3 Konu
PO3J1eTI/INCA OCTaHHI BaTarun rpeubKol rnixoTu, a 3 BeXXi CTPiMrosios
NOBTiKanM ocTaHHi bonrapu, rpekn i cam Kanokup, 3agyaHina semna nig
KONMTaMun poCsInx KanagokKincbkKmnx koHen. Lle Cknip iluoB Ha gonomMory
po36buTOMY BINCbKY i BiB ABi TUCAYi KaTapaKTiB, NOCTpax yCix MilWnx Ta
nerko 036poeHunx Boporis. bynn ue 3akyTi y 36poto i34ui y BUCOKMX
rpebeHacTux wosnomax, 6aANCKy4YmMx natax, 3 4OBrMMU CAMCaMM Ta MeYaMm i
MeTasieBUMK CiTKaMn Ha 061n44ax. BoHwn iwnn, MoOB BiTep, | rope BCAKOMY,
XTO CTaB IM Ha opo3i. BiH nagas nig kKonnta KoHen, po3butmnm camolo Baroto
Lnx KeHTaBpiB. COTHI po3buTnx pycMHamMm poMeiB NAram Bif PO3roHy
BNnacHMx 6paTiB. BoHN He Manu 4acy obMuHaTK BTiKayiB. MOrMHYAN i CUHN,
WO 3aCTyNUaNCS 3a HUMU. AK NiBHIYHa XypPTOBMHA Ha PyCbKOMY MOpIi, rHanu

KaTapakTn Ha CBATOCNaBa.

A CBaTOCNaB NigHAB MeY yropy i FyKHYB:

— len! Opy>XWHO, 30A€ETLCA, TYT HAM MONAArTU NPUNJETbCA. TO X
NONS>XEMO CNaBHO 3a Hally C/aBy, 3@ NaM’ATb HaWmnX BAa)>KeHHUX Npeakis,
3a 3eMJ110 PycbKy. MepTBOMY HEMa COPOMY, i S MEePLNA 3a HaLLy YeCTb
noksapy ronosy!

— Jle TBOSA ronioBa, KHsXKe, TaM i Hawi! — 3aryginin, 9K oguH My>x, TUCAYI

rpnaHiB. — He 3HOCMTK HaM Hawwunx ronis 6e3 TBOET!

| BigBara Bcennnacsa y cepus ycix.

KaTadpakTu iwnm 3 6psA3KOM, KPUKOM Ta JIOMOTOM, Havye CKesIACTUMn

o6Ban, WO KOTUTbLCHA BECHOIO BOOJINHY...



34aBasiocs, WO 0Cb-0Cb yrage Len repon CBOro Hapoay, Po3TonTaHun y
nopoci... AXX panToM 3aeprKasacs JliHia nepen BUKONAaHUMU Yy nepenninni
poBaMu. Paan kaTapakTiB 3/JOMUINCSA, MOPBAJINCA, NMepeMillanunucs,
nepemiHWANCA y Bataru, obsan ropn nepemMiHMBCA Yy NOOANHOKI KaMEHIOKU,
AKi TpowaTb coboto yce, Lo 3yCcTpivaoTb, ane nepen AKMMM MO>XKHa BTEKTN.
Bce-Takum ygap ix 6yB cTpawHWin, i nepeMoxxui CnnHuAncs Bigpa3sy. MNMepuui
OPY>XXUHHUKN NATNN FO1I0BaMU Ha MiCL, iHWI BTOBANWINCA fasiblue 3a
poBaMu, AojslaMun, KyrnaMmu TpynisB TOWO — rnovanacs civa. Jpy>XnHHUKK
MeTasIn CAUCK | YeKaHW, CTPINAAnN 3 NyKiBs, npaLy, NpMcKkakyBaam Ao
3aKpUTUX Yy CTaslb I34UiB 3 Me4aMu B pyKax, a ui pybanu ix mevyamu, pasnnu
AOBrMMun cnncamm abo HackakyBasM Ha HUX KiHbMU. BoeBoga Cknip B
OTOYEHHI Hanxopobpiwmnx ycTtpemMmecs Ha camoro CeAaTocC/1aBa, WO CMOKINHO
POroOM i KPMKOM AaBaB HakKa3n gpy>xKunHam. NobayvmeLum BeneTHs i3aus Ha
BeJIN4e3HOMY, TAKOXK 3aKOBAHOMY Y MaHLMP, KOHi, XOJI04HOKPOBHO
nepecyHyB WNT nepef cebe i BXONMB NpaBuLEo paTuLLe.

— Mpobi! — KNMKHYB Y Win XBUAKHI McTncnas. — BiH cTae no 6oto!
Xopee, CBapoxe, Benece, NepyHe — 6aTbKy xopobpux, bepexitb noro!

— UnTb, No4yoTb, BraMyncs, 4onosiye, 3paauwl cebe i MeHe! — KPUKHYB
i cobi PocnaB, xamalo4m ToBapuLla 3a PyKy.

Ane octopora byna 3anBa. Y Bexi He Bys10 y)Ke Hi XuBoi gywi. Ctoa4m y
BiKHi nepLuoro nosepxy, obuasa Monoaui LiJIMM ECTBOM NepeMiHUANCA Y 3ip |
cnigkyBanu nepebir 600 MiXK KHA3eM-repoem i BenieTHeMm Ckaipom. B3gosx
BaJly pOMEIB ropisio y>ke Kifibka 0610rosmnx mawuH, i 6yno acHo, MOB cepep
6inoro gHa. Have aHren cmepTi, HaniTas BeneteHb Cknip Ha CBATOCNaBa.

Llen noxmunmeca yciMm Tinom Bnepen i Xxaas.

Nepen camum poBOM, 32 AKUM CTOSAB KHA3b, KUHYB CKNip 4ekaHoM, a caM
BM'S/MB WNopu y 6OKM KOHSA, TaK WO Tor a)x 6onicHO 3aip>xaB, CTaB Ha Anbwu
i... OOHNM CKOKOM nepeneTiB piB. Bapaa Cknip, nocTpax ycix, XTO NOro 3Has.,
ObyB nuwe Ha gecsaTb KPOKiB Big CBATOCNaBa...



BNNCKaBKOO MUMHYB YeKaH Yy MOBITPi, afie KHA3b CXUJIUB rONIOBY i BICTPSA
ToMmipusa 3a4enuno 3a rpebiHb Wwonoma. Nocnnanacsa nepa, a BaXXKUm 4ekaH
NnoneTiB, BEPTAYUCH, Aasiblle i 3aCcTpar y wuTi LLBapHa. A KON KiHb
reTepiapxa 6yB y>xe Ha uboMy 6oL poBYy, CKOYMB panToM CBATOC/AB, K
6apc, wo y MasaHgepaHi Hanaga€e Ha 6ynBona, i, BAKOPUCTOBYOYMN MaslEHbKY
XBUJINHY, Ky NoTpebyBaB KiHb A0 PiBHOBAru nicas CKOKY, KUHYB 3 YCI€to
cuno patuuwe. Patnwem unm uings CBaTocnaB y oTBOpU, He BinbLi Big
apabcbKoro AvHapa, a 1 Tenep He 34pUrHysacbk NOro pyka. BnyyeHumn y oko
KiHb BIAKWHYB roJIOBY Ha3ap i yCiM TArapem 3BaJINBCA Ha 3eMJ110 BPa3 i3
13gUeM. 3apeBaun HENOCbKUMK FroJIoCaMm poMel i MUMMOXiTb NoAaNncs

Ha3an. [0/I0CHI OKNMKKN JPY>XXUHU NPOro0CUAN CNaBy KHA3S.

— Y6un noro! Youin, nokn BCcTaHe! — pagunm rosocn KHA3eBi, ane BiH He
nocnyxas. BiH )aaB, yCMixXxato4ncb, Ha NMPOTUBHMKA 3 MEYeM i LUNTOM — He
6a>xaB, 6a4, CKopnCTaTMUCb 3 XBUIEBOI NepeBarn Hag BoporomM. CBOIM

paTuwem BUPiBHAB Nuwe ymosu 60to, 60 Cknip MaB KOHS, a BiH Hi.

AXX OCb 3ipBaBCS 3 3eMJli reTepiapx, 4epBOHUN, MOB BYpPSK, i, KPUKHYBLUW
XPUNo, KNHYBCA Ha CBATOoCNaBa. Anie i TyT He nowiacTuno nomy. Moro yaap,
neesHo, 6yB 6u po3pybaB WNT Ta BiATAB WOHANMEHLLE PYKY KHA3eBi. TOMY
NigCTaBUB KHA3b Y OCTaHHIN XBUIMHI WKWT CKICHO, @ BCiM TiJIOM NoAdaBCA
Ha3af4. HaranbHWW yoap 3cyHyBcs 60KOM i e 3i wuTa noneTinm
caMouBiTu i 307101 NpUKpacK, a Big po3Maxy NoxXunamecs seneteHb CKAip
Hanpaso. OQHaK NOKW 3Mir BUNpaMuTucs, 61MCKaBko BNas MOMY Ha LLIOJIOM
rapTtosaHuin y [lamacbKy Mme4 CBATOC/IaBa caMe y Te Micue, e LWoJsioM
CMoJly4aBCH 3 KapaueHolo. | He Bnaep>xas LWOJIOM. Have BigTATUI KpaBLEeM
KyCeHb CYKHa, nignasa KapaLeHa Ha rnJjede, a 3 po3BaJieHOro yepena XJnmHysB
BUCOKO CTPYMiHb KPOBIi. HaBiTb He KPUKHYBLUW, 3BaJINBCA BeJleTeHb, Ha4e

ay6 nig cokmnpoto gposopyba, y nopox 6bonosunLua.

LLIan pafocCTi oropHyB pyCbKi OpY>XUHU, a bnignin nepenak obxonus
rpekiB. 3 HOBUM PO3roOHOM Ta 3aB3ATTAM HaKMHYJINCA Ha KaTapakTiB

FPUAHI, | moYanacsa pi3HAa J04en | KOHeNn.



NMonoBuHa NaHUMPHUX BEPLLHUKIB Bi3aHTIil nexxana B>xe y Nopoci, iHLWi
36uBaINCA OOBKOJa BEXi BKYMi, IK panToOM CTPaLlEHHUN 'YK NPOJIyHaB 3a iX
naednmma. Konum ornaHynmcs, nobaymnu, Lo Bexka ropisa, Ha4ye CMOJIOCKUNM,
KNybn rnm3sasoro oMMy Ta nonym’s Byxanum 4yepes BikHa, a BEPXHin NOBEPX
3aBaJINBCH, | HA rpekiB nocmnannucsa nagatodi 6anku, WKipn, KasaHU 3 CMOJI0I0
TOLWO.

ToQli OropHYB KOXXHOMO HECTPUMHUM XXaxX i, MOB Ha OaHWUN 3HaK,
KWHYTINCb OBOPOHLLI Basly pOMEIB BPO3TiY. 3-MOMiXK YTiKayiB BUCKOYUN ABi

obcmaneHi 6pyaHi nocTaTi, Havye YopTun 3 BonoTa, | MOBIrNM MiXK pyCuHIB.

— He 6un, Mmn cBoi! — rykanu pas y pas, LOKUK He OiANLWAN 00 KHA3S.

— Benu, KHA310, BiACTYNaTW, Kecap 3aBepHYyB y>XKe rnpasBe KpuJso, 3a

XBUJINHY BCi KOMOHHUKWN ByOyTb TYT, — KPMKHYB McTuCnaB.

CBATOCNaB 3MipsB NOro o4MMa, BoeBoAM O6CTYNMAM MOro, i panToMm
KHS3b KNWHYB OKPMBABJIEHU MeN i KT Ta 06HaB 6pyaHOro Ta 3aMa3aHoro
BTikaya, MoB bpaTa.

— Ue ™1, McTucnase, nianaave Bexxy?

— 4, KHA310, 9 6yB OM Ti i Tak nignanue, a TM AoNOMIr MeHi. Tenep
Tikanmo, 60 TyT Ha PiBHUHI KiIHHOTa po3Hece Hac.

— Tn 3 Bexi 6ba4yme?

— Tak.

| cnpasai nobaymnum BCi He3abapom Big cxony knybm nopoxy. byno scHo,
X04a COoHUe ule He 3inwno. Jinwe noro KpneBase 3apeBo BUAHINOCA Ha cxofi,
Haph BodamMu [lyHato.



— WwnTKn Ha nnedi,— KPUKHYB KHA3b, — He 3a/IATUN Hi OOHOIr0 KOHS, Hi

3epHa 36ix>xs y Tabopi! Noem Ha3ag.

Ta yboro He Tpeba 6yno apyxuHi HaragyesaTu. LLle 1 He BTiKAN OCTaHHI
KaTapakTn, KoK rpUaHi, MOB MypaLLKK, PO3CUNANINCS MO rpeLbKoMy
Tabopy. Tenep 3a HaKa3oOM KHA3A 3aBepPHYIN 3 AOPOrK i, TArHY4M 3a coboto
3006yTy MOXKMBY Ta KOHEN, 3ibpannca y BEIMKNIA KPYT BXXe 3a NOKOMaHUMK
poBaMu.

CnokinHo, B MopsaaKy, OPY>XXUHN 3@ APYXUHOK BXOOWUAN FPULHI Y ropog,
Hecy4u 3 cobolo yCix CBOIX paHEeHMX ToBapuLWiB Ta ycto 3006um4. Came Toai
Hafg'ixaB Kecap 3 AeCATUTUCAYHUM KiIHHMM BINCbKOM, Ta BXe Byso ni3Ho.
HapMa cunkyBanucs 13gui po3buty ToBNY pyCUHIB. XMapu CTpin, patuu, Ta
KaMiHHS BiAraHAMIN X, MOKOMaHi poOBU Ta Kynu Tpynis, 3rapuLlia MalmnH Ta
pyiHn Tabopy He A03BONSAAM Ha MacoBUIA HacTyn. bonosuwie 6yno B pykax
Kecaps4, ase nepemory 3abpas 3 coboto CeaTocnas y lopocTon. Ycsa nixoTa
pomMeiB BUrMHYyJ1a Ha noni 6oto abo po3birnaca no okonnuysax. 3Hesipa
oropHyna ii, He By10 Hi 0 QHOro0 MoKy, AKUN Mir 6u HecTn cny by nifg 4ac
ob6norn. CaMi KOMOHHMKW He MOran 3400yTn MICTO, a | KaTapakTis
3aMwmnach ave rnoJsioBUHa. IX BoeBoa, retepiapx Cknip, nexxas 3

HaniBBiApybaHO rosI0BOIO Hag POBOM PYCUHIB.

HoBro ctosas Limickin Hag noro Tpynom. CBATOCNaB He A403BOJINB
rPUOHSM 3aMpaTu 3 Hboro 36poi, nuwe 4YekaH 3abpas, Ka)Ky4u, Lo Le
3anJjlaTa 3a NoBMPUBaHI 3 LWOJIOMa rnepa. 3agyMaBCA Kecap HaZ NorpomMom
CBOEI MiX0OTK, @ KON 3iNLLIO COHLE, CTUCHYJIOCA cepLe Bonogaps npu
BUrNALI CTPALWHOr0 3HNLWEHHSA. TPUMICAYHI KpyBaBi Tpyau i NosI0OBMHA
BilCbka Bynun BTpayeHi. ¥ LuboMy poui He Mir y>ke Llimickin cnogisatnucsa Ha
nepemory.

— CnpaBgi, hefb cManTb y cepui UbOro rnoraHMHa! — ckasaB roJiocHo, a
NPUABIPHI NIATAaKHYNN NOMY LOPYXHO.



MoTim rnsaHyB NIOTO Ha Lapsa bopuca, AsKMN XoBaBCSA Mo3afy MiXK ciyraMmu
BOEBO/IB.

— Bonis 6u 5 6yTn 3 HUM NPOTKU BaC, HiIXK 3 BaMU NPOTU HbOTO.

— He 3abypnbTe, Bawwa BeNNYHICTb, — BTPYTUBCA Kanokup, — Lo
nevyeHirn Takox pagi 6 noMmy 3annaTuTyM 3a NOrPOM Ha noporax. Y Hboro
Binblie BOpoOriB, HiXX ApPY3iB.

— Y Koro nieB y cepui, y Toro He byBa€ rafilokm y Mo3Ky! — OOKUHYB
BapAr Ponb@ MNeptonbd30H, NpoTocnaTapin Bapsa3bKUX OPYXUHHUKIB Kecaps.

3a roAvHy onicnsa nocaun Kecaps, ki HeCam MUp reposiMm NiBHOMI, cepen
3BYKIB POriB i OKJIKIB OPYXXWUHU, B'i3aMnn y JopoCTo.

XV. JIIOT | POr AW

TuMYacoM Nia Beceni OKINKKU NatoBasin BOEBOAN 340014 MiXK TPUAHIB, i
HaCeJsIeHHIO OicTanocsa gewo noxueu. Ane B3arani 6yno ii HebaraTto, 60y
FPEeKiB TaKOXX BXe BigJaBHa He pa3 KyxaptoBas ronon. ka byna, ane Hi
BOSIK, Hi CENIAHMH He HAIINCA 3aBXAN OOCUTb. 3aBOAKN TOMY, WO PYCUHUN
3006ynM YMMasio KOHEN Ta BOJIIiB, BUSBWUJIOCS, LLIO MPUMacy CTaHe LWe Ha

TUWKOEHb — [Ba.

1o UbOro Yacy Hagisanuca rpuaHi 3406yt nepemMory Ta 3pobuTn noxig y
Pomenito i MakenoHito, oe 6yno BCbOro BAOBOJIb.

Jlnwe KHA3b He NoAinaB 3arajibHol pafocTi. BiH Bce we 6a4ynB CTpaLLHi
KapTUHW FONIOAY | TOMY OMBUBCSA Y ManbyTHE He TaK POXXEBO, K AaBHille.
Cnasyn y rpuaHnui Ha TOMy CaMOMY Micli, ae cuais nepen 6mMTBOLO,
obaymyBaB BiH CaMe MJiaHn afiblloro BeAeHHS BilHWN, KON Y KiMHaTy BOIr

obMnTn Ta NnepeoasirHeHUn MCTMUCNAB | KNHYBCS KHS3EBI 40 KOJIiH.



— BiTawn, KHsKe, CBiTNO 04en Moix! — cka3aB. — He rHisancs Ha meHe,
LLLIO HE BUKOHaB TBOIr0 Haka3y, afie gk Big Tebe pomencbka NiACTYMNHICTb
Binbupae bonrapcbky BONOCTb, Tak Bi4 MeHe B3sana ceoboay.

KHA3b NlackaBo NigHSAB MOJMIOALUS Ta MoLislyBaB NOro B 40J10.

— Hivoro, cuHy, 4 3Halo, WO TN He BUHEH, a 1, WO NYCTUB rpeka y
MepescnaBeub. BiH yKpaB y Tebe Min nepCcTeHsb...

— He ykpaB, a Bugep cunot, — nepedbus Mosiogelb, YePBOHI YN,

— Hi, Takn ykpaB, — ycMixHyBcs CBaTocnaB, — 60 cunoto B Tebe noro He
Bioibpas 6u. Cnna — ue 6naropogHa piy, a bpexHsa, niagcTyn, Kpagix — ue
oAHOI MaTepi AiTn. Noka3aswun Len nepcteHb CBMHeNbA0BI, HakKa3aB NOMY
MOIM iM'IM MOCTAraTu BiNCbKa 3 banKaHCbKMX NPOX0OAiB, a NOTiM po36us
HENpPUroToBaHMUX ogHUM yaapoM. LLob Tu, ogHak, He nepeLwKogns nomy,

3aMKHYB Tebe y B'A3HULID, MEHI AVBHO NMLLE, WO TU LWE B XXUBUX.

Monogeub po3MnoBiB KHA3EBI MPO CBOKO HEBOJIIO Ta PO3MOBY 3 Kanoknpowm,
a KHA3b C/lyxaB YBaXkHO. BKiHUi cka3as:

— To 3Ha4YNTb, WO rPeKn We HeBNeBHEHI B nepemMosi Ha4 HaMu. | BOHU
nobpe obaymanu, 60 ua byuiMmTo Nnepemora nepemMiHNTLCA 49 HUX Yy MOrpPoM.
Xo4a 6 Kecap MaB HaBiTb Yac i BINCbKO, TO 1 ToAi nepemir 6u g noro. Ha
>Kaljlb, HEMa y MEHe CTiNIbKN OPY>XXMHN, CKinbkn Tpeba, wob bopoTucs, a
04HOYaCHO NuabHyBaTN Bonrapcbkmnx 6osAp 3a nnevynma. MNMoku Wo 3apas Hi
BiH, Hi 1 H&e MO>XeMO aani BooBaTh, 60 y HbOro HEMa NiWOro BiMCbKa, a y
MeHe noxuneun. Tpeba byne yknactm Mup abo 3HMwmTK haoT Ha [yHal, a Ha
Pycb nocnaTtu BoeBofiB, Wob npmeecTun Binbwwe apy>XmHu. Mu nporogyemocs
npunacamn 3 binobepex» s, a Nokn Linmickin 36epe Bincbko, npunage mos
ApYy>uHa 3 Pyci. Tu 3po3ymiB MeHe, McTucnase?

— Tak, KHA310, 3p03yMiB. TBOS rafka gobpa, snaHo, 6orm He
NOCKYNnunAncb Tobi Ha po3yM. Ane BCe Te TpUBaTMMe O0BroO.



— Jo BecHun! Ha Kynana byanemo y Llapropogi.

— Tak, ane y rpekis BCe-Takun € YAMano KiHHOTW. BOHM He faayTb HaM Hi

XBWJINHW CIOKOI10.

— Y Hac € 4oBHW, NepeigemMo y rmpnao OHinpa, Ha binobepexi
nepe3mMyemo abo n TyT 3a/IMWLNMOCh, SAKLLO NOXKWBa 3HANAETbCA...

FONI0CHI OKNMKK Ta romiH Tpyb nepebus KHA34. Y KiMHaTy BBIALLOB

LLIBapHO i NoBigOMMB NOro Npo NpubyTTSa rpeubKnx Nocis.

— BunaiTb yci, 3anmMwiTe MeHe caMoro 3 nocsiom! — ckasaB KHSA3b.

Tak camo i Big kecaps npubys e oanH AOCTONHUK 3 cnyxbo0t0.
BnaHo, kecap He 6a)kaB po3rosiolyBaT yMOB MUPY Nepen AOCTONHUKaMN
nepxxasu, 60 neperosopwu Bigbynmca y 4otmpm oka, 6e3 cBiaKiB, NpOTAroM
ABOX roguH. NoTiMm nocon Big'ixa..

Konn McTtucnas yBinwos 3 LLIBapHOM Ta CBUHENBLAOM Y TPUOHNLIO,
CesTOCNaB CupiiB, CXUAMBLLN FOJIOBY, BCE LLe Ha TOMY caMOMYy Micui. 9K

TiIbKN BOEBOAW MOCiAaNM 3a CTiN, BiH CKa3aB:

— Hosun nigctyn npugymas Kecap LUumickin! BiH fae HaM MoxXxusy,
baraTtun Bukyn 3a 6paHuis i bonrapceki ropoan, a 3ate 6a>kae mupy i
MOBOPOTY HaWoOro Ha Pycb. MeHi 30a€TbCSA, WO TEMHI € 3aMUC/IN IFPeEKIB, a
noABINHUM iX A3UK. Llen nocon HegapMa no3myas o4en y cobakm i nectuecs

Ha BCi Jlaaun, WO a)x ornaHo 6yso noro cnyxaTtwu.

— AKwo pomel ganyTb Npunacu Ha gopory, To Mu nepebynemMmo Ha
binobepexxi 3MmMy, a HaBeCcHy BepHeMocs 3 BinbLoto cunot. Kecap
NPOpPaxyeTbCsA, — BUCIOBUB AYMKY CBUHENbA.

— |l 9 Tak ragato! — nigTBepans LLiBapHo.



— A Kinbkn Mae 6yTu cboro npmnacy? — cnutas McTtucnas.

— Mo gBa MeadiHm 36iX>Ka Ha ronoBy, NOTPIOHY KiNbKICTb 0IMBKM, MO
TPUALUSATb CYLUEHNX AYHAWCbKUX KOPOMiB Ta M'ACO 3 TUCAYI BOJiB, — BiAMNOBIB

KHA3b.

— Uboro byane xiba pocntb! — cka3zaB CBMHeNbA.

— MeBHO, Wo Tak! — 3rogmecs i LLsapHo.

Ane McTuncnas no4YepBoOHiB i 006i3BaBCSA MO XBUJIMHI.

— BunbayTe, BOEBOAM, LLO 5, FONIOBYCUA MONIOASK, Take rosopto. Ane 6orn
Aann MeHi monopai 3ybm Ta monone 4epeBo, a 3HA€ETe, WO Y MOJoANX MO
6uTBi Ta Noxoai BeCb po3yM y 4yepesi Ta 3ybax. [lobpe €, ogHaK, iHOA
nocnyxaTwu i 4epesa, 60 ue ckapbHUK cun Boska. NogymManTe, WO BCi Halli
OPY>XXUHW BUFONOOHINI | BUCHaXXEHi TPUMICAYHUM MOCTOM Ta HEHACTaHHUMU
6osMu i noxogamu, Tpyadamm Ta Hebesnekamu. Y 6e3ainni 3umisni Ha binomy
Bepe3i MnHyTbCA Ui Npunacy 3a ABa Micaui abo i wemnawe, a wo toai byne?
BizaHTincbKi cTpaTirn o6cansate KOpCyHb i HE NyCTATb 3BiACU NOXXNBK Y
AHinpo, a Toai ronon Burybutb Hac ripw nomopy — 3apasu. MNMpunacis, AKi
obiusoTb pomMei, 3amMano.

CedATOC/N1aB MOB4YaB XBWJIMHY, @ TakK caMo i obuaBa BOEBOAN He 3HANW, LLO

BiAMOBICTW. BKiHLUI KHA3b 3HM3aB nJjie4nma.

— Twu nobpe kKaxew, McTtucnase! — BiaNoBiB. — Ane rogi AaHe CNoOBO
6paTn Ha3an. Ta 9 nogyMato LWe i, MoKM caM CTaHy Tabopom Ha
Binobepexxi, Buwnto CenHenbaa y KopcyHb. 3aMKHe CTpaTir MiCTo, TO
3aMWNTbCA NOro oKoNMLUA, CTada, obCifHi nons, He3amep3atode Mope.
Mpunacy He BbpakyBaTnMe. Ane BCe 3a/1eXXUTb Bif Toro, wob 3 nepLuoo
TpaBolo, 3 KiHLLeM bepe3Hs, HOBa ApYy>KWHa Oyna npu JHinpoBomy rupni. Tu,
LLIBapHe, 36epell 0X04nx 3-NOMiIXK MOJSIAH, OepPEeBIISH, CiBepPSAH, YJNYIB. 3 HUMN

npunaew Ha binobepex»xs i npneeseww 3 coboto yBecb 3anac 36poi Ta



BbopolHa, AKe 3Hangew y KNiBCbKOMy oCTpO3i. A Tn, McTucnaese, — TyT
KHS3b 3BEpPHYBCS A0 Monoaus, — 36epell TuBepuiB i nepekakew o 6y>kaH-
aynibis, wob 36upannca Ha paTb y bonrapito. 3akynam-izroam noobiysew
nnaTy OOBriB Ta NOBEPHEHHSA nNpas., bosapam — BosocTi, pabam — cesobony.
Jliogen nocaguwl Ha Yauku i MpyTom nonameew ciogn npamMo y lyHancbke
rmpno. 3 KiHueMm TpaBHSA aBuwcsa y Jlopocton. 3acagew TyT i bynew bepertun
HalKnx njaevyen Ta NUabHyBaTK Bonrapcbkux 6osap. BizbMu 3 coboto fecsaTbox
KOMOHHWUKIB i 14b 3apa3 yBepx lpyTom, wob gocnigntmn nopory, Ko 3a
neB’'ATb MicAUiB noBeneTbcA TobOI BECTU BINCbKO. 3p0O3yMiB?

AHicTp, MpyT, TnBepui, 6y>xaHn — cnosa ui 36yannm y monoaus

NPUEMHE TPEMTIHHS.

Ha manpaHi BUrykKyBaam Beceno rpnaHi, n’'to4m BUHO, SKOro 4YMMaso
3HaNWAM y nuBHMUAX Kanokupa. Y Mctucnasa 6ysna oxoTa BUKPUKYBaTU
pasoM i3 HUMIN 3 pafocCTi, Wo nobaynTb CBOK PIAHY 3€MJIEHbKY i... Hy, i 11...
KannHy! CTaHe nepen Heto, YBIHYaHNIN CNABOIO, K AiANY CBOEI BOMOCTI i 8K
KHS>XUI BOEBOAA, NMpaBa pyka CeATocnasa! | Boska 6boram, a 3apa3om
ropAicTb, Bipa y CBOI BJIACHI CMAM Ta rapHa Hapgis Ha ManbyTHeE nasanu
Kpuna noro nobosi i 3MmiHUAKCA y Tyry. Konm KHa3b BignycTuB Big cebe
BOEBOAIB, MiloB McTmMcnas 3pa3y NawTyBaTUCh Y Aopory Ta BubupaTtun cobi
TOBapPULLIB.

Ane 4nm Binblie gymMaB Npo ue, 40 YOro Tak AyXXe Crilnecs, TuM binblue
CYMHIBIB BKpazanocsa y noro cepue.

Yn JIioT He nomep? Yum 3annaTme [oBr 6aTbka i Biaibpas BONOCTb Y
Porpana? Lo cTtanocqa 3 KannmHoto? Y He nocarHyB no Hei BnacT i3 N'opopa?
MUTaHHSA Ui My4nnam noro Yyumpas binblue, aXk Apyrol AHUHU BUBIAB iX 3 HBOIO

cTenosunn BiTep.

LLlo >k gisnocsa y BonocTti Boecnasa?



Apyroi AHWHW No BMi3ai McTucnasa po3Hecsiacs YyTka npo noro
BiACYTHiICTb. KanuHa cnignoba anemnnacsa Ha 6aTbka, ane Ton He BUABNSAB
HisKOro rHiey. Haenakwu, 6ys panuin Ta Becennn i wWkaHambas, ik 3BUY4aNHO,
Mo yCixX 3aKyTUHaX YMMasioro ABopuLla, a BiATak NiWwoB NigTIOMNLEM Ha
CiHOXaTb Yy nici Mix 3aniccam i Foponom, ge byna noro nacika.

He naite, TaTy, y Naciky, — Ka3ana KannHa, — 64>k0na noXaamTb Bac,
K OCb HeJaBHoO.

Ba>konm 4omycb-To He nobunun Porgas, xod 6a4ymnnm noro 4acrto. BugHo,
4y Yy HbOMY HeLoOpPOro 4os0BiKa.

Ctapun 3acMisaBCS 3/1iCHO Ha CJ/I0Ba O04YKW | 6/INCHYB NIOTO O4YMUMa.

— §K 31080 Boecnasuya, LbOro BTikaya, TO NPUKYO NOro Ao nHa abo
BeJII0 BTATU NOMY Hory, wob nuabHyBaB 64Xin. Xan Toai noro »xanatb! Xe,

xe, xe. Toni He BTive.

— TaTy, — npomMoBMJIa HaNsKaHa LiB4YMHa, — WO BU Take rosopute? Yum
TO BW rpek, 4m Bapar abo nsax, wob kaniyntu nogen? Ta X y Hac 9K CBIT
CBITOM LIbOro He ByBarso.

— ba, neBHO> Wwo He 6yBano, 60 He ByBano i Takoi CBOJIOYI, AK Ti
Boecnasunyi. 1BOX NOAOXJI0 AeCb HA YYy>XXUHi, CTapuin NPOTAr HOMM Taku TyT, a
Tenep i Luen nosiABcA cBiTamu Ta 1 3abpas 3 co60l0 MOIX TPUAUSATb FTPUBEH.
LLlo6 nomMy pyKu i HOrM Ha TPUALUATb KYCHIB NoJoMuio!

— BbaTeuky! Ak e X BU Take Mo)XeTe rosoputu npu ceitni CoHusa —
Ceapora. BiH e BigBepHe Big Tebe CBO€E nuvue; AOMOBI MOYYIOTb | MOKUHYTh
Haly XaTy, a NicoBi 3aBeanyTb Tebe y 6e3BiCTb, Ae YopTn cnasaTb y 60s0Ti i
ne bnyn sognTtb nogen BHoui. e wob 1o 6yno KoMy 10BMTK, @ TO KyAN Bam

Y BallX pOKaxX raHATWMCA Mo Nicax 3a MOJI0OOSKOM.



— He 6incs, ooH, — KNMUB CTapuin, — HaNAyTbCA TakKi, WO 3a HUM

nobixkaTb y Nicn Ta NpuBenyTb XUBUM ab0 NPUHECYTb MEPTBUM.

| Porpan niwos y naciky, a KanmHa 3anuwmnnach y YOpHin po3nyLi. in
Haraganacsa po3MoBa 6aTbka 3 Bnactom i MOpo3 nNpobir y Hel 3a CAKHOL0.

BnacTt He pa3 i3aMB Ha 3axifiHe NorpaHny4s Ha JI0BM i NPUBO3MB 3BiATaM
B6araTo Wwkip, a gekonun i pabis, pycsABMX SCHOOKNX, HU3bKOIO POCTY 3
KOBTYHUCTUM BOJIOCCAM, AUKUX, OpyOHNX Ta HeoTecaHuX. BiH BONIB iX, HixX
CBOIX 3eMJiIiKiB, 60 BOHU He 4ynun y cobi noaCbKOl FigHOCTI | CAY>XXNAK NaHoBi,
MOB Ncu. BoHW cnino BUKOHYBaan MOro Haka3sun, 6osnnca 6aTtoris i Ha ragky
He NPUXOAN0 IM AyMaTw, WO iX NaH He Mae€ npasa ix 6uTtn, 60 BOHM TaKOX
nogn. Tomy-to 6ynm BOHM roTOBI i Ha HAWripWMN BYNHOK, | KanuHa 6oanacs,

Lo BOHM yO't0oTb McTUCNaBa.

Ane HagBedip BepHyBCA Porgan nonomMy NIOTUN-MPENIOTUN i, HE KaXKy4n

Hi cnoBa, nir cnaTtu. Miwnn gHi 3a AHAMM OOHOMAHITHI, 3BUYANHI.

KanuHa xoguna He pa3s nig nmnu, ge cTpivyanmca Koamce i3 Mctncnasowm,
ane papeMHo cugaina, xay4n. He npubir Kpyk, He NiloB CTOPOXKUTU CTEXKN,
a i Cyo>KeHunn He 3'aBnaBCA. baTbKo 3alMMaBCs XXHUBOM, BiraB No HOBUHAX,
CBapuBCSA Ha NapyOkKiB-i3roie, NagbkaB Hag KOXXHUM 3rybaeHnM KOJI0CKOM, a
HaBiTb BCTaBaB YHOYi AUBUTUCH, YM XTO HE Kpage NOoro CHonie 3 Nosid Ta

KJTYHi.

AXK MUHYB JINMNEHb, | OOHOI AHWUHW, CUAAYN Nig nunamMu, nobavuna
KanuHa Ha cTexui, skoto bysano npuxoams o Hel Mctucnas, BnacTa. BiH
6yB y 36poi rpeubkoro Bupoby 3 4epBOHMM MJaLLEM Ha J1iBOMY paMeHi. Ha
npasoMy 3in’sB obuaBa KiHLUi 30/710TOK 3aNMHKOIO, asie y pyui He MaB Hi
WnTa, Hi patuwa.

BiH 3 ycMixoM noknoHmBCA KanuHi i ciB 6ind Hel Ha )XKePTOBHOMY KaMeEHi.



— lNapa3g 3 npuxogom, Bnacrte! — npueiTana noro AiB4nmHa, BCTaroun. —
Twn po 6aTtbka? BiH, neBHO, y nosi abo y knyHi. OCb A Nigy, NOKANYYyi

BnacTt 3acmiaBcsa i nokpyTuB Byca. O4i MOro Manu SKNNCb

rpabi>XHNLBLKNIA BUPaA3 XUXKOi NTULI, KOJIN BigNOBIB:

— E, Hi, 9 He 00 HbOro y rocCTi Npuixas; y MeHe € aino no tebe, KannHo, i

™™ MYCULL MeHe BUCJTyXaTWu.

[iBYMHa, AKa 3aBXAM Yysa AKYyCb Bigpa3y A0 UbOro moaonoro 6ospuHa,
rNsHyJ/1a Ha HbOro ropAo i Biikasasia CNpoKBona:

— Ilo meHe ma€ew aino, Bnacrte, ue anBHO! Y MeHe HEMa HISKUX Oin 3
monoammm 6ospamun. A gani 3atam cobi, Lo [OKK A He 3BiHYaHa, LOTU He
"Mywy" Hi4oro, a pobai nmwe Te, 4oro xo4yTb 6oru, 6aTbko abo A cama.

— Came uboro, wob MmeHe nocnyxana, xo4e 6aTbKo, i TU, 9K NOYYEL, NPO
O piy, 3axoYew. A Toadi 6orm gagyTb 6/1arocnoBeHCTBO | TODI, | MeHi, |

0aTbKOBI.

[iB4MHa no4YepBOHiNa, MOB Xap.

— Twn ynuecs, Bnacte, — ckaszana, — He Byab TK rocTteMm, Nnoknvkana 6
napy6bkis, a Tak nigy cobi!

|, BiABEpPHYBLUMCb, XOTiNa BiAinTn. Ta BiH 3agep>kaB 1l CNIOMiLb.

— Mocnyxan meHe, — NpPOCUB, — A He KapToM Baxkato po3MoBM 3 TobO1O,
a1 npocme 6baTbKa 003BONY, i BiH 003BOJIMB.

Xo4 He xo4 mycuna KanuHa cictm 6ing Bnacra i, cCnyCcTMBLUN FOJ10BY,
cnyxana.



— Twv 3Ha€ew, KannHo, — no4as, — WO g 3Hato Tebe He Big HWHI, A 3HaB
Tebe we y Porpgaisui, konu 6yna manoto gutmnHoto. bay, T Toai MmeHe He
nobuna, ane 3ate 9 Tebe TUM bBinbLe...

— 4 Tebe n Tenep He nwbnio, Bnacte, — nepebuna noro AiB4nHa i
FASHya NPOCTOo B 04i MosiogoMy 6ospuHOBI. Ha ii nui cTosB BMpa3 noearwy, i
KOXXHUI, nuwe He BnacT, 3amMoBK 6 6yB HeramHo, noba4ymeLumM B iT 04ax

HEeBIOK/INYHE PilLEeHHSA NOKIHYNTU SKHANCKOpiLle pO3MOBY.

— Ane ocCb NniTa nayTb, — NPOAOBXYyBaB Bnact, — Bupocna Tm Ha
KpacCyHto, Ha cnaBy Jlagi-6oruHi, 6aTbKOBi 1 MeHi Ha paficTb. Mopa To6i nia
BiHeUb, Nopa 6aTbKOBI CMOYNUTU Ha CTapi POKM Npu 04U Ta 3aTeBi, Nopa i
MeHi )xeHnTuca. KannHo, 6atbko Bigaae Tebe 3a MeHe, Xo4elw T MeHe Ha
4yoJioBiKa, onikyHa i obopoHuA?

— Hi, He xo4y! — Bignosina KannHa Xxono4HO i 3HOBY rsiHy1a oMY
MPOCTO B OMi.

BiH onBuMBCA AKUNCh 4ac y 1T 6ANCKYYi 3iHMLI, WYyKaym y HUX XapTy abo

BaraHH4, ajie 3HaNLWoB JuLwe TBepae HEBMOJIMME pilleHHS.

— BaTbKoO... i 1...

— BbaTbKO i TV MOXXeTe roBopuTHY i pillaTK, WO Xo4eTe i Npo Wo xo4yeTe,
nvwe He Npo MeHe. § 3a Tebe He nigy, 60 Tebe He nobAto | KiHeub! Yn
nocnTb 3 Tebe uboro, 4 Mato Le NOBTOPUTKY e 1 neped 6aTbkom?

Cka>keHa 31icTb BXxonwusaa 3a ropsio Bnacra. NapHe noro nuue 3MiHMA0cCsA
B OOHIN XBUJINHI, 04i HAbirim KPoB'to, KOCMaTa pykKa Bxonwusaa ii pyky i

3nasuna go 6onto. BiH Tpsccs yBech i TynaB HOraMmu 3 JIKOTOCTI.

— He nobuw?.. He xo4ew? la, 3Hato, 3Hat0 A, KOro Tm nobuw i xoyewl,
Ta HiYoro 3 Uboro. fkuwo TBin NobnM He NnogoxHe Ha [lyHal, K noro 6bpatwu,
TO TYT xAe noro Heeons y 6aTbka abo cmepTb 3 MOET pyKn. Tak, Tenep yxe



3Hal0, XTO NOro OCTepir nepen 3acigkol, ue, nesHo, 1, 60 Tn 6aynna, 9K 1
paanecs 3 6aTbKOM...

— Tak, ue a! — signosina. — Ane tu, Bnacte, He Knauan 3ybamu, MoB
BpoBkKoO Ha MOTy3i, 60 Le Tobi HiYoro He gonomoxke. Min cy4>KeHUin, Moe€
JNlapo-repon, 3anivyHUKIB-NeXHiB He 601TbCA, a i BiH, i 1 BOJIMMO CMEPTb, HiX
HEBOJIIO... 3rMHEe BiH TaM, 3rMHy A TyT, @ CUJI00 He Bi3bMeLl MeHe Hi Tu, Hi

6aTbKO.

— ba, nobayumo! Tun, giBko, cnnm He 3Haew, 60, 6a4, 6aTbKO PoO3BiB CBOIO
AOHIO Ha CNaBy, ajie 1 NokKaxy Tobi cnny n Hecuny.

— JocnTb cboro! — ckasana KasnHa, BiAKMHYBLUM KOCK Ha nedi,
BCTasia, NONpPaB/AOYM Ha roJiIoBi BIHOYOK 3 pyTU, Y SKOMY Manun 3Bu4an

X0OUTW AiB4yaTa.

— Twn 6a>xaB nocnyxy, 8 nocnyxana, 6a>kaB Bianosigi, Bianosina,
cBapuTucsa 3 Toboto He byny, 60 He anocs. Tu ricTb, NnocnaHunn 6oramun. Xoam
y XaTy, MUIOCTi Npouwly, He rHiBancs Ha MeHe i cebe, 60 BBeCb LiEN THIB, Le
CBapKa Npo TOPIiLHIN CHIr.

Lle cka3zasLm, niwna nonepeny, a 3a He cTynas BnacT, noseneHinnn 3
nocaawn. Ane poxogs4m Ao xaTu, 3amByBanuca oboe, 60 nobaunnam Ynmanmn
30BUI Haponay.

MNepen xaToto cupis Porganm Ha naBi, a Mopy4 HbOro ctapun IBop i KMeTb
fApocnas. Nepen HUMK CTOSAB BUCOKNI CTaTHUN MyX 3 6nigum nuuem, y 36poi
KHSAXOro rpuaHs. 3a HAMW YOTUPU BOSIKN 3 AOBMrMMU paTULLAMUN Y BapA3bKUX
LWOJIOMaxX Ta WKipAHUX, MeTaneBuMu ryasamMmm HabmeaHux Kkybpakax, 3
AOBrMMKU MevamMu npu 6oui Ta BEAMKUMU, KPYTIMMU WMTaMU Ha nJsedyax. 3a
HUMK BaraTo My>XNKiB OTO4YYBaJI0 HOTUPU BEPXOBUX Ta HOTUPU HAB'IOHEHUX

KOHEeW, a Mi>K HUMMWN...



KpuK po3nyKu BUpBaBCA 3 rpyaen AiB4MHU. MiXK KiHbMU sieXxaB Ha 3eMJii
BEJINKMIN YOPHUI Nec, CTOMAEHU Ta Buxyanmn. Oboma pykamu Bxonuaacs
AiB4MHa 3a cepue. MNMisHana Kpyka... HeBigny4Horo toeapuwa Mctucnasa. Le
O3Ha4vaso: McTrCcnas 3arnHys...

Mpo>Xorom KMHynacs AiB4mHa A0 nca NoAMBMUTUCSA, YU Le crnpasai Kpyk.
Ane ocb BiH ni3HaB ii, 60, Maxat4u NiHNBO XBOCTOM, MiAiALLOB 00 Hei i n3aB

il 6e3cmnbHO onani pyku...

ToAi panToM CTpaLLUHWI NJay BUPBABCA 3 rpyaen KanmHu, niad, aKum
naavyTb JINLIE pa3 Y XUTTi Ha NOXOPOHI WwacTa. bo 0gHO nuwe wacTsa uBite
Y XXUTTi IOOUHN, @ KOJIN 338 HUM MJlakaTu O0BeAEeTbCS, TO PBETbLCA yCe, |
KPOB MJINBE 3 04YEeN, He C/Ibo3Wn; nNamee i 3abupae 3 coboto yce Te, YMM XUBYTb
NIOAWN Ha CBIiTi: BECeniCTb, MOJIOAICTb, CUNY, BakaHHSA, HaAdil. 3aNMLWAETbLCA
TiNIbKWM CyMHa pyiHa, 6nignm onunp XXUTTSA, 3/1laMaHa NlognHa Ha BeCb BiK. bo
naay uen He obnerwye rpyaun, Hi! BiH we 6inbLwwoto Baroto narae Ha 36onini
rpyau i [aBuTb iX, My4nUTb, YOMBA€E — L0 CKOHY.

Taknin-To nNnaay NOTPAC yCiM ECTBOM AiBYMHW. BoHa Bnasa Ha 3emio,
3ipBana 3 roJsioBM 3esIeHNI BIHOK i pBajsa BOJIOCCA Y HeCcKa3zaHoMy 6onto. Bci
KUHYJIUCS A0 Hel 3aCnNoKOoBaTM Ta po3nNMTyBaTK, WO CTasocs.

— KanuHo, KannHo4ko, wo T106i, 4oro Tm? — nnuTanm BCi OAVH Nnepen
ooHWM. Porganm cmaiB Ha naBi, Ha4e rpOMOM BPaXKEHUIN, HE 3HAt4UN, WO
3Ha4YNTb yce Te, BnacT po3BiB pykaMu, i panToM 34a710C NOMY, LLLO BOHA Y
rpoMaaun npocntTmume obopoHM Big HbOro. ToMy 3a3fasierigb NOKJANKaB CBOIX
noaen, 3seniB NPMHECTU CBOE paTuULLE | LT Ta nocignaTtn KOHeN.

A>XK OCb BUCOKUI, Bignin My>x NiginwoB A0 AiBYNHW | HAXNINBCS HaA

Helo.

— KanuHo, — ckasasB in 0o yxa. — McTucnas Xusumn, 300posun, y
noyvectax i 6baraTtcTsi. BiTae Tebe i kaxe: He 3abyab!



Yytoun iMm’a gis4unHu, 6adayn it npusiTaHHA 3 KpykoMm Ta 1l po3nyky, BiH
OOWH 3[40rajfaBcs, 3BiAKM Te BCce. TOMY NOCMilWMBCA PO3BAXKUTU 1 3aCNOKOITU

Ane oCb fiBY4MHaA CKO4YMNa Ha HOMU, Have MnigipBaHa Npy>XuHoHo.

— AK-TO, a 3BiAKN KpyK TyT y3aBCA! — KpUKHYIa giB4nHa 3 61MCKy4MmMu
o4yMMma i bnignum nuuem. 30aBanocs, WO BOHA CKOYMUTb A0 O4e BOSKOBI,

HemoBOwW BiH Ti oaypunTn 6pascs.

— OcCb 3acnokoncs, QUTUHKO, NMOC/yXaln, a A po3KaXy BCe, — BiAMNOBIB
3BOPYLLUEHUN CTapeub. — Ternep He OANBHO MeHi, wo McTtucnas Tebe nobuTsb.
Y Tebe, noHio, we binbLue, BUAHO, BIPHOCTI, HiXK Kpacu, a 1 ui€l He BigMOBUN

TObI Born.

— XTO Tn?

— 4 JloT, gpyr McTtucnaea, Be3y noro csosa Porgaesi i rpomagi.

KanuHa Bxonunacsa oboma pykamMmu 3a ronoBy i Biginwna. BnacT 3actynus

in popory.

— lNeTb! — KpUKHYyNa Tak NIOTO i Tak NOrJIAHY1a Ha HbOro, Wo 6oApuH
MUMOXiTb MoAdaBcsa Ha3ah. CiBLUM Ha OCNIOHI, AKMN BUHECAU 1T Cy>KebHunui 3
XOPOMIB, YBa>XHO CJlijKyBaJsia 3a X040M pO3rnpasu, O Benaca Mixx

npubynmumn i Porgaem.

— 9 — JIioT, CTapwmn MiXXK FPUAHAMN KHA3H, — FOBOPUB MYXX 3 Bnignm
nnmuyem. — 3a HakKa3oM KHA34 igy 3 KopcyH4, wob yBecTun noro iMm'am y
nocigaHHSA Ui€el BONOCTI BoeBoAy i bospmHa McTucnasa Boecnasuya.

— AK-T0? — po3rapsa4meca Porgan. — MeHi uen 3/10... BOEBOAA 3aBUHMB
TPUAUATb FPUBEH, TOMY A AepPXKY Y 3aJ103i NOro BoJNIOCTb. Hiikuin KHA3b He



MOXe BifibpaTn y MeHe Moro mainHa. Tu, IBope, i Tn, dpocnase, bynu
CBiKaMun No3uku. MNMpaBay Kaxy, 4um Hi?

— Tak, npasay! — nigTeepams Isop.

— Ha »xanb! — cka3zaB i cobi Apocnas.

JIloT yCMixHYyBCS.

— KHA3b Ay>Xe ONBYETbLCA, — 3aroBOpPUB, — WO 3a TaKy Maly HYaCTUHY
CBOro MalHa npaBuTb 60apuH Porgan y 3acTtaBy BCIO BOIOCTb [OBXHMKa. Lle
NNXBa, KHA3b IMXBapiB He NtobuTb, a 1 HIKOMY He paauB 6u wo-Hebyab, Horo
He nobnaTte 6oru i KHa3i. Tomy cnoaiBatocs, wo 6osapuH Porgam yctynnTb 3
BOJIOCTi LLE& HUHI.

— To Mol rpuBHM Nponanu? — 3asepeltas Porgan, — To HeXanm KOXXHa
rpUBHa NOMY...

— A Tu rpmBeH xo4ew? — 3amByBaBcsa OyuiMmTo JIIOT, — @ 0Cb BOHM!

[, 3HABLWIN 3 HANBNMIXKHOrO KOHA LLKIPSHWUA MiLLOK, BUCUMAB 3 HbOIO 3

COTHIO 311TKIiB cpibsia NeBHOT 03HAYEHOI Baru, SKNX y>XnBaaun K rpoLui.

— CKinbkun T06i rpmBeH? TpnauaTb? A 0Cb BOHU! — MOBTOPMB BAPYre i

BiAYMCINB TPUALUSTb FPUBEH PSA0YKOM.

— Mpw cBigKax Bigaato i y NnpncyTHocCTI 6orie. Hexan 6narocnosnstb
AOBXHWKa, WO BiAAa€E B 4YaC No3n4veHe, a BKU, CBigKu, baunnn?

— Bavunnn!

— A xT0 Wwe 6a4ymB?



— 4, 4, 1, Mu BCi! — 3aryna rpomaga.

— 3Ha4nTb, AOBry Hema?

— Hema, Hemal!

— Konn Tak, To CU1010 KHAXKOro Hakasy bepy B nocifaHHS 3aniceubky
BOJIOCTb iM'AM McTuCNaBa i Ha AaBHiIX NpaBax MoJsinLato yCix i3rois, 3akynis i

pabis, a Tn, 6osapuHe, 36upanca y Porpaieky!

pomapa 3aperoTtanacs, nobaymeln, SK BUTACHYJI0CA INLLE CKYNUHAI.
3aropHyBLUN BUMAYeHi rpmBHN o6oMa pykaMu, NOANBUBCSA BiH NO 3ibpaHnx i

»KanibHo 3aroJiocus.

— borw cBiTni, 6orn gobpi, amunynTtecsa Haai mHot! 4 obcisas, 30pas,
CKOCUB CiHO, a Tenep XXeHyTb MeHe 3Biacing, mos cobaky, 3a MOi rpoLui, 3a
Moe nobpe cepue...

Ane rpomMany He 3BOpPYLUYBaJI0O CKaBYNiHHA cTaporo 6apuwiBHUKa.

— leTb Bigcn! — Kpmyanu nankiwi rocnogapi.— MNponagan, xabapHuky!
Maxan y ceoto nycTky! Ha nicu, Ha ropwu!

— Xiba y Tebe, 60spnHe, HeMa BNaCHOro nocinna? — cnmtas JloT.

— €, YOMY Hi,— BiQNOBINN KMETIi,— Ti/IbKN NOro N10An Maso He BCi
nepenwnn XnTn B iHWI BoNocTi, 60 iM Big Takoro naHa Hi 060poHN, Hi MOMOYI

He Byno, TiIbKK Apayka Ta HeBosA. TOMY-TO 1 ycs PoraiBka onycTina.

Mixx TuMm Porpgaesi npuinwina panToM HOBa razika y rosioBy.

— CTinTte! — KpukHyB. — lNpun3Hato, Wo uen rpugeHs JIIOT 3an1aTus MeHi
noBr 3a Mctucnaea BoecnaBu4a. Ane XTo MOPYYUTb 3@ HbLOIO, WO BiH caMe



Big4 McTmncnaea npuxognTb? Moxe, Lue Masnn SKUn Xo4e 3a TPUAUATb rpMBEH

3006yTn nocinng, BapTe WwictcoT rpmBeH? Lle po36in, ue obmaH!

— 3a ue, Wo 9 He MaHTIN, Py4YUTbCA HaKa3 KHA35 | Moro rpugHi,— TyT
nigHAB JIIOT pyKy i BKa3aB Ha KOHeln Ta fgen, aKux npueis 3 coboto. Ha

MilLKax Ta WwuTax 6ynm TakoXX KHAXI repbosi 3HaKu.

— MoTim, — npopoB>xyBaB JIIOT, — KOXKHWUI 3 Bac 3Ha€ Kpyka, nca
McTtucnaBa. Ocb BiH 3i MHOtO, 60 rogi 6yno monogomy Boesoai bpaTtm 3 coboto
Ha [lyHan cobaky. BKiHUi He paa>Xy HiKOMy He BipnTu. Konm BUSBUTBLCA, LLO 4
MaHTIN, TO NPOXXEHeTe MeHe, a AKLO A Npas, TO rope TOMy, XTO CTAE NPoTH
BoJli CBATOCNaBa. Ha ue He 3BaXKY€ETbCS HaBiTb Kecap pomeis, a MaB bu

3Baxutuca Porpan?

— 9§l cisiB... opaB... KOCuB, — 3anebepniB 3HOBY JINXBap.

— | 3i6paB! — pokiHumB JltoT. — Lo 3ibpas, Le TBOE, WO 0CTaN0Chb, Le
MO€, TobTo McTuncnaesa BoecnaBu4a, skoro g TyT 3acTynato. OgHave,
pO3Jly4aloyuncCb, HaKa3aB MeHi BOEBOZA He NMporaHATY 33iacu Porpas, aHi

MOro HeBiCcTH...

— HesicTn? 9Koi HeBICTWU? — 3aroMoOHIIN rocrnoaapi.

KanunHi Bgapwuia KpoB 0 nmus. BoHa BeCb 4ac rnJjakasa HULWe4YKoM, Ta il
C/1b03Kn Bynn cniszbMu pafocTi; ue 6yB BECHAHUN [OLL, OPOLUYE 3eMJIIO
TenauMm NAoJOPOAHNUMU KpansiaMn. Konm 3aroMoHiB Hapon, NMTakyncb nNpo
HeBicTy McTucnaga, BCTasna 3 najseHito4ymm nuuem, i BUNpAMUBLLMCE ropao,

CKa3asla A3BiHKUM r0JIOCOM:

— Ha Nlapny i Ceapora! Hesicta McTucnasa Boecnasnya nepeg nmuem
borie Ta nlogen — ue !

— CnaBa, cnaBa! — rykHyna rpomaga, — octaHbcsd, KannHo, y Hac! Ha
wacta! Ha cnasy! Ha no6po!



— To 3Ha4nThb, WO A He Mywy TikaTn y Porgaieky? — cnutas Porpan,
KM He PO3YMiB LLe rapa3f, npo wo came beciga.

— Hi,— Bignosis J1tl0oT, — Mo)xeL cobi cnaiTn i TyT, akK OOKN He
nepeBe3ell yCboro CBoOro MmanHa y Porgaieky, abo n 4o NOBEepHEHHS
McTucnasa. FlocnonapcTBO BigAacu MeHi i KannHi, a cam pobu, wo 3Haew,
ane po sosiocTi To6i 3ack! T 30paB i 0bciAB, ane Tn i gictas 3aniccay
3acTaB TakKOoX 30paHe i 3acisgHe. TOMy MOBYM i MPOCNABAAN IMEHHA KHA3SA |
nacky BoeBoaun Mctucnasa, 60 BiH TyT Byfe KHAXXMUM TUCALUBKUM Ha yCHO
TunBepCbKy 3eMJito.

Porpan nokipHO CXWUINB FOJI0BY | cepefi HACMILWOK Ta JTauKW NPUCYTHIX
NOTbOMaB y XaTy. B UWin XBUAMHI KO0 BOPIT 3aAyAHINM KONUTa Ta 3aJlyHanu
NPOKAbOHW. MNoba4vmsLum Nopoky Porpas, 3po3yMiB BnacT, WO HIYOro TyT He
AixpeTbcs, i noixas goaomy. Ase y Ayuwli 3anmwniack Y HbOro neky4a
>Xapoba nomcTw.

XVI. BJIACT

MpoTarom Kinibkox AHiB KannHa He 3annwana JIioTa Hi XBUWINHN OOHOrO.
Ha4e TiHb, X04MNa 3a HUM C/liAKOM, PO3MOBJIAKOYN Ta PO3MUTYOYM NPO CBOro
McTuncnaBsa, 41 300POB, YN OYXUN, YN BXKe BeJINKi Yy HbOro BycCa, Wo came
rOBOPMB NPO Hel, a WO Ka3aB KHA3b MNP0 HbOr o, SIK BUrnsa4aB BOEBOLA, KON
HanajaB Ha MeYyeHiris, ska noro 36pos, KU opar i Tucadi
HaWpi3HOMaHITHiIWNX noapobuub 6a>kana AiB4MHa 3HaTW BiA "OS4bKa".
BkiHUi JTtoT no4aB ob6TmpaTu MiT 3 4ona, a po3noBiBWN KannHi Ty camy noaito
Ha ABaAUATb 30BCiM pi3HMX crnocobiB, po3BiB pykaMu i CKa3as:

— Ane X, [iBKO, HaNXUTPIWNN rpek He Habpelle 3a pik CTiNIbKK, WO A
T06i 3a unx Tpn AHi, a To6i we mano? Lo x, xiba noyHy i A oo Tebe

XKEHMXaTucs, 9K ocb Bnact, T0, MOXe, Bigvyenuiucs!



— AanbKy, 0a0bkKy! BXe i )xeHnxanTecs, nuwe po3nosigante MeHi npo
McTtucnaBa. baunTte apxe, Wo 3 MOiM 6aTbKOM HEMA Yy MeHe 31aroau, 1o 3

KuM Banakatumy? 4 XX MOBYasa BXe Tpu MicsLi.

Ak KanuHa 3a JItoToM, TakK CHyBaBCA Kpyk 3a KannHot. Pa3 y pa3 cTaBaB
cepep 06iNCTS, HIOXaB NOBITPA | CKaBY/iB CTMUXa. Y MiCAYHI HOYI MLWOB Nig,

onycTiny xaTuUHy BoecnaBa i BUB rognHamm, CUOa4m y aBepsx.

— 3BipuHa, — rosopuB J1loT, — a Bifnblie y Hel BIPHOCTI, HiIXK Y He 04HOro

YyoJ10BiKa.

Mpu ubomy JIOT roCcrnofaploBaB XBABO | 3aX0AUBCS KOJI0 XKHUB 3a
[0ONOMOroto CBOIX ToBapuLwis. lomy camomy Tpeba 6yno Wwe cTapaHHA 1
oniku, 60 paHa y rpyasax sefse Lo 3aroiflacd i He pa3 KpoB NOKa3yBaJlacs Ha
ycTax "paabka". Toai KannHa Knasa noro y nocTifsib, HanyBasa IMMoBMUM
LBITOM, rogyBaJsla MegoM i CasioM i He nNycKaJsia Hi 00 XKeHLiB, Hi 40 BO3iiB.

Ctapun Porganm 3aMKHYBCA 3pa3y B OAPUHI, Ae CTOANIN CKPUHI 3 TOTOBUM
rpowem, JOpPOrouiHHOCTAMKU Ta JOoporMMun wybamu, nap4vero i NOBOJIOKaMU,
60 60aBca Hacunng i rpabexxy. Onicna BUALWOB pa3 i opyrvn, ane oo
rocnofapcTBa He BTPYyYaBCs i HAaCNyxXyBaB vwle nujbHO, NMpo Wwo
po3MoBaAnn KannHa 3 JIioToM. Hyo4m, WO BOHW roBopATb Npo McTucnasa,
noknmkae KanuHy o cebe i cnutas:

— To ™n, KanuHo, 3moBJieHa 3 McTucnasom?

— Tak 6aTbKy.

— baTbky, 6aTbKy, — noBTopuB Porganm 3106H0, — a ae 6yB 6aTbKO,

Konu BU 3moBasnnca? e 6yna roro Bnaga i Bona? o 60XXuin 3aKoH?

[iB4MHa NoYepBOHiNa i CXununia rososy.



— Benukoto € Bnaga i Bons 6aTtbkKa, — BianoBina, — ase 6inbLo cuna
Naowv Ta npuHaga KynasbHOT HOMI.

— Ara, To B/ we Ha KynanbHOMY CBATI 3inwnnca?

— Topik.

— Tak, Tak! A 3Ha€ewWw Tu, OiBKO, WO T Nnpu3HavyeHa Bnactosi 3 opona?

— Hi!

— Konwu Hi, To 3Han, wo ui€el oceHi no nepeisny y PorpaiBky Bigrynsere
Becinng. 3anafHAaEMO Ha CnaBy, | CTaHew 6osApuHelo We nepen nepwmm

CHirom.

318KaHo rnsgHyna AiB4nHa Ha 6aTbKa, 4uM BiH cnpaBai uboro 6axkae, 4n
MOXKe JNINLLe Tak XapTye 3 Heto. Ane Ha nuui Porgas ctoas Ton caMmuin BUpas
TYnoro 3aB3ATTH, 9K TOAi, KON Bnact MmaB XUBMM abo MEPTBUM KUHYTU
nomy nig Horm Mctucnasa. | Toai 3po3ymina gis4nHa, wo McTmncnas KasaB
npasAay, Konu Bigxoame y Knis. Porgan He nobus ii, a TifibKK rpowwi Ta CBOi
3amMucnun. Tenep, Koau 1i BOSIA CTasla BCynepey Noro Hamipam, nponana gechb i
ycsa nobos 6baTbka A0 [o4kW. Llen cTapeub, AKMin 3aBXXAu roans KannHi 'y
yomy 6 TO He Byno, CTaBaB Tenep NPOTK HEl, MOB BOPOT, i XOTiB HACUJIbHO
30incHNTY cBoi ba)kaHHSA, 6e3 ornany Ha WacTsa BAACHOI ANTUHMN.

Ane KanuHa BXxe nepectana 6yt gntmnHow. Po3nyka 3 McTtuciasowm,
AYLEBHUN HeCNOKin i xxypba, po3nyka Npu ragui Nnpo noro cmepTb 36yannn
y Hel CBiZOMICTb, WO Il WacTsa y>xe He npu 6aTbKOBI. Ti 04i BioKPNAINCA Ha
6aTbKOBI cnoBa i gina, i BoHa panToM noba4una, wo Tam, ge 6avymna goci
CTapeyy HeMiy, Ha gini 6yna 3n06a i HaxabHiCTb HegobpoT NOANHN. Y Hel
3apoaunnacs rnoctaHoBa 36eperTun CBOE WacCTsa Bcynepey BoJii baTbka Ta Ha
BMNepTiCTb BiANOBICTW BNEPTICTIO. Y CBOIN NOCTaHOBI 3BepHYyJlaca BOHa N [0
JlioTa, i uen noobiysas ii ycaky gornomory, ska byae noTpibHa, xo4 6 HaBiTb

OOBEJ1I0CA BXKUNTW MNMPOTH Porpaa cunwn.



— Tw, OOHIO, HEe CyMyW, — CKa3aB i JIloT, — Porgam — 6aTbkO, NOBUHEH
BpaTu Npo TBOE LWACTH, a AKLW,O He xo4e, To Tpeba noro npucuaysatun. BoHo
YaCaMun He 3aBaAuTb CKa3aTu i cTapomy: "Tak byae, 60 Tak Kpalle, a K
nigkopucb, 60 nerwe xaTy 04AHUM CJIOBOM 3pyMNHYBaATU, HiXK HOBY
noctasuTn". OCb 4YOro HaB4YMJ1a HaC BiMHa i Noxoawn. Kpalie nocnyxanmte
MOJIOAOr0, SKWO pagnTb Aobpe, HiXK CTaporo, SKMUn Bep3e AypHUL.

— Ta 4 ue 3Hato, AAAbKy, — BiAMNoOBiNa giB4nHa, — ase ba4vuw, A 6orocs
Kapwu 6oriB Ha MmeHe i McTucnaBa, 9KWo 6aTbKO 3aTHETbLCS.

JTioT 3acmiaBcA.

— Xa, xa, xa! ManeHbKe Tu We AiB4aTKO, HY, | AYPHEHbKE LWe 00 LbOoro
HIBPOKY. Tn x Bbyna y>xe Hag Boaot Ha Kynana?

— Hi... To6T0, 6byna! — cka3ana, YepBOHilOYWN, OiBYNHA.

— A 3 KUM?

HiB4nHa rngHysa 3 LOKOPOM Ha YCMIXHEHOro AsabKa.

— {K-TO 3 KUM? — 34MBYBalaCb. — 3 HUM!

— 3 Porpaem?

— Hi 60... 3 McTucnasom!

— Hy, Konn Tak, To Wwo Ao uboro Porpaesi? He ka)xy BnacTosi, ane
Porpaesi? Tbxy! LLo6 cTapmn 40n0BiK, Ta we 6aTbKo, BTPYYaBCA Yy KynabHi
vyapu...

KannHa moBYasa i XXaana, oo 4yoro rHe JloT.



— A go4ka noro xo4e?

— We 6 He xoTina. Ue x 1i JTapno, 603Ha BigKoau.

— Hy, Konnm Tak, — Ka>xe 6aTbKo, — TO He rHiBiTb 6oris, cycino,

BiArynanTe y rapasfi BecCisisifl, @ HaM He TifIbKW CBITY, WO Y BiKHi!

| He pa3 we g Mir 3HanTn cobi XiHKy, Ta Binbwe BiHa TArHyJla MeHe, HiXX
AOMaLUHi BUrogn. Xosapwu, Batudi, 6onrapu, YopHi i HEYOpPHI, rpekn Ta BCiNAKi
IHLWIi BOPOrv He Aanun MeHi nogymMaTu B4aCHO Npo pigHio, baTbkn nomepnu, a
Ternep BXe 1 3ani3Ho!

BTilwweHa y CBOEMY ropi AiB4MHa 3acmMisnacsa Becerso.

— He KaxiTb, 0a4bKy, WO 3ani3Ho, 60rv 3HatoTb, A€ KOMY BiHOYOK
nneTyTb AiBoYi pyku. LLle BaM [0 CTapoCTi Aaneko, N0340pOBILlLAETe,
BEepHYTbCA Halwi 3 [lyHato, TOAi M Bac Bi3bMe OCKOMa, He binTecsa! A Ha
BeCiNni Takol BaM 3aBefy NiCHI, Wo axk ren!

AXK OCb No4Yanu 3pa3y rnyxo, a Wo gani, To N roNoCHiWe AoX0ONTn
Hepnobpi BicTi 3 bonrapii. KopCyHCbKi Kynui po3kasyBann y KaHesi, Lo
CeaTocnasa nobunm n obnarnu B JopocToni, wo Nepeacnaseub ynas i
BaraTto OPY>XMHN NAra0 ronoBamMm. 3HOBY NOYaB HECMOKIN MyYnTU cepus
KannHu Ta JlioTa.

JlioT noBoAi Nnpuxoame A0 340poB’'a i 4obyB 3HOBY CBO 36pOI0 Ta KOHS,
CTPiNAB 3 JIyKa, XOAUB Y JliC Ha JIOBMW, @ pa3 HaBiTb I34AUB Y OaJIEKUN
YepBoHoropon 3a BicTamu. Konn BepHyBCs, 3acTaB KasnHy B C/1bO3ax.
Porpawn Bnixas y PoraaiBky i 3seniB AiB4nHi 36upatn Bce nobpo Ta
narogmntucs i cobi B gopory. Toai JIloT 3agyMaBcs, NoYyxaB NMOTUANLIO, a
Aani nocnas Ao flpocnaea 3anutaTtuca nopagn. Came Koam obnasa pagmnmcs
y CBiT/MUI, Nepen ABOPULLLE 3aiXasl0 KilbKaHaAUATb 036POEHNX MYXKiB BEPXN.
bniga 3 nepensaky KasnnHa cxoBasnacs 3a niedi JIioTa, a B Uil XBUINHI

BBINLWOB y XaTy BnacT.



BiH BKIOHMBCSA 060M My>XaM Ta 3BEpPHYBCSA 00 OiBYMHW.

— bospuH Porpan, TBin 6aTbKo, Nocunae 1o6i, KanmHo, 036poeHnx
nogen i meHe, wob Tebe y 6e3sneui 3aBe3nun y Noro BosIOCTb PoraaiBky.

Ha ui cnoa 3amoBK J1i0T, a lpocnaB BMULIOB 3 XaTu. ToAi BUCTynuna
KanunHa 3-3a nneyvyen "gagbka" i Bignosina:

— 9 no3bupato yci cBol gocTtaTkK i 3aBTpa abo nicnsasasTpa npuigy cama.
INnBHO MeHi, wo 6aTbko, 6os4Yncb Hebesneku, Npucunace skpas Tebe.

— A ue 4yomy? — 3amMBYBaBCs BnacT. — Yu X 4 ripwnm 3a iHWKX?

— To Hi! Ane T cam € g MmeHe Hanbinbwotw Hebe3snekoto.

BnacT 3acmiaBcA.

— Came ToMy 6aTbko MeHe n Bubpas, xutpun 3 6ica ctapun. LLLo6 a He
npucikaecsa po Tebe, 3seniB MmeHi Tebe nunbHyBaTn. OTak Mae be3neky ons

[OHi, 60 y MeHe 3B’A3aHi pyku.

Ka)xyun ue, ycMixaBcs, afie B o4ax 61MManm XBUNsaMu XKOBTaBi BOFHUKM

3J10CTi.

— 91 3 Tobot0 He noigy! — BiAKa3sasla X0/04HO AiBYMHA. — T Le 3HaB, i
6aTbKO 3HaB, | TOMy MOC/AaB BacC LWOChb 3 N'ATHAAUSATb MYXiB.

— Moxe, n ToMmy! — cka3zaB TBepAo BnacT, a ycMix we3 3 noro nmus. —
Ane came TomMy Mycuu ixaTtun, 60 cnnoto Bi3bMy Tebe, Yn xo4yeLl, 4Yn Hi!

| BUTArHYB pyKy, w06 06HATM CTaH AiBYUHM Ta NOBeCTU ii 4O ABEpeNn.
Ane TyT ypapms JIlOT Kynakom o6 cTin.



— CTin! — rykHyB. — SIKMM NMpaBOM HaKa3yew TYT Y YyXKi XaTi 4yXin

ONTUHI?

— lMNpaBom BaTbKa i AiAnda, AKOro 3acTtynato.

— YopTaky 3 6onoTa Tob6i 3acTynaTtu! F'eTb MeHi 3BiACK, TyT He TBiN ABIp,
aHi Porpais, nuwe McTucnaBa, a us AiB4MHa Nig MOE onikoto!

— MoB4u, KHSXNM cmepne! — BianosiB ropao Bnact. — He y cBo€ gino
BCTpAew! Xoan, KannHo!

| cunoto NnoTArHyB 1l o ABepen. Ane fiB4nHa BUpBanacs, a konu Bnact
MEeTHYBCS 3a Helo, pyKa Il yrnasa 3 ISCKOM Ha YepBOHe, po3raJlieHe rHiBOM i
npucTpacTio nnue 6ospuHa.

Toli kpnBaBa NnaxTta 3akpusa nomy 3ip. CXONUBLUK PYKY OIiBYUHMU,
CTUCHYB 1l Tak, Wwo KannHa axk npucina 3 600, a gpyry pyky nigHsaBe yxe,
wob yngaputun... Ta JIloT panToM BXONWB MOro i, NigHABLUW, KNHYB 00 OBEPEN,
aX TpicHYM oABipKK, a 6oapuH BUNETIB pa3oM 3 ABepMMa 3a Nopir.

— len, rpngHi, 0o MmeHe! — rykHyB JItOT i BXOMNMB 3 CTiHN CBil BEJIMKUN

BapPSA3bKUN LWAT i 4OBrMin Mey.

Tumyacom ToBapuwi Bnacta Henokoincs, Wwo ix naH He BepPTaA€ETbCH.
[oBkoNa HMUX cTanu 36upaTmncsa 030poeHi noan, 3pasy Kinbka, gani
KiflbKaHaOusaTb, a NoTiM uina topba KMeTiB, i3rois, pabis, Monoanx, cTapux,

6a HaBiTb 6abn, OiTn 3 ycboro cena.

Mo6aymBLun Bnacta Ha 3eMJi, KWHYNUCA 00 HbOro NOro cayru, wob
nigBecTn Ha Horu n obopoHUTM Nepen yaapamu. OagHak nease NiAHANAN NOro,

KON Ha HaKa3 JlioTa yCA TOBIMa KNHYJ1aCb Ha HUX 3 KPUKOM.

— lNeTb 3BiACK, 3aBOIOKK, pOo30OULLAKKM, porgaiBCbKi cMepaun! 3a nAiT 3

HuMn! Y piky!



Meui BUCKO4YMAKM 3 NiX0OB, 6INCHY NN TONOPW, paTuLla, o4enu, Buna. | He
BUTpUManun Bnacrtosi cnyru. BiH cam 6yB 60sary3 Heabmnaknm, Tox,
noba4ymseLLM TOBMNY, CKJINKaHY ApocnaBoM Ha nigmory "HesicTi Boecnasu4a",
KWHYBCS 3 ABOPY, He npunmatoym 60to.

Ane Tiel camoOl AHVUHW BE4YOPOM NpUNLLOB Big Bnacta nocnaHeub, KMeTb 3i
3anicca Kyanan, aKoro 3ycTpinm y nici po3buwakm, i nepekasaB 0oCb LLO:

— Skwo KanuHa He byae 4yepe3 aBa AHi y PoraaiBui, To TpeTbOro
NPUHeCYTb 11 Yy ABopuLle B 3aicci ronosy Porpas.

Bci oToponinu, a KannHa, 9K cTos1a 3 YCMIXOM Ha yCTax Ta pagdicTio y
cepui, BNana HENPUTOMHA Ha 3eMJ0.

XVII. Y THI3 Ol PO3BIVHUKIB

Jlicom, Wo KynaBcs y BeYipHiX 6ancKkax nicnsa AeHHOoI xapwu, ixana
APY>XXWUHA BEPLUHUKIB. Bynn e 036po€eHi KOMOHHUKM, 3@ AKUMWN Ha NPUB’A3i
TArNOCb 3 AeCATb HaB'lOYEeHUX WNpokobeapunx Ta HU3bKNX BoNrapCbKux
KoHen. O6abiyv cTexxku 3iTXann Map’aHKKU, MaTEPUHKK Ta Yebpeui cBoiM
naxy4yum Bigonxom, — a BCOON CUHINK A3BIHOYKK. Micugamu, ge 3-nig
4YopHO3eMy Ao00yBanoCsa BanHAHE NiAN0XKSA, MOB3/IM 3e€MJIEI0 TOHKI KOPHSAKN
TeMHo3eneHoro 6apsiHKy, a HaBiTb 6iniB NOAEeKy AWM NOMiHb Ta XOBTifa
AiBMHa. Mo 060x 6oKax CTEXXKWU POCAU IYCTi KyLi NILLWHN Ta KaJIMHWU, TYT i
TaM YOPHINW cnini rpoHa YopHOro 6a3HUKyY Ha TOBCTUX cTebnax. Oani
3eneHinu oybu, aBopu, TEPHU, a 3eMJ110 BKpMBaJIM TOBCTUM LLAPOM MOPOX,
FHUNe NUCTA Ta ArigHUK. Y Be4ipHbOMY MNOBITPi HE 4yTn 6yn0 BXe ryAiHHSA
XPYLLiB, Mle KoMapi BUCNiByBasIM TOHEHbKI CBOT NiICEHbKW Ta POEM BUAITaNn
3 rywasuHu, wob noXXmMBUTUC. Y FiNAi 4y INCb KPUKK NTULb, WO BEPTAIUCH
[0 FHi3fga Ha Hidv. LWWynikun, koby3un, COKON, KaHIOKN HAanoBHIOBaM MOBITPS
CBOIMU XPUTIJIMBUMU KPUKaMU, a 3 LeSKUX AepeB JIYHAN0 KapKaHHSA
FanMBOPOHIB, AKi, XXNBY4YM rpOMafolo, BiabyBann came BedipHiO Hapagy. 3
aynna seneTteHcbkoro byka pas y pa3 ob3nBanacs coBa, Haye cepaunacs Ha



BinoK, aKi NOTiW Ap BUNPaBNaaANCa SKpa3 nepen KpMsmMm HocoM npemynpoi
BosApuHiI.

MoOBYKM IXann BEPLUHUKN, BUAHO, AaseKkoto byna ix gopora, n y>xe Bce
Bubanakanm nig AOBrnx HiYHMX NOCTOIB. OQHAK NO KOHAX He Byn0 NOMITHO
HaATO BEJINKOI BTOMU. BUAHO, BEPLUHUKM LWAAWIN CBOIX KOHEW Ta AaBanun IM

NOTPIOHNI BiANOYNHOK. A MOXKE N XOTi/In BOHWU FiAHO NOKa3aTuCcsa aoma?..

Ha 4oni ixaB y 6MCKyYin Bi3aHTINCbKIN 36poi Mosiofeub y HepBOHOMY
nJaLli 3 nap4eBoto NAMIBKOKW. Ha HarpyAHUKY BUAHINNCA BCiNAKI 30/10TUCTI
MOTBOPW, JIEBUHI FONIOBU TOLLO, pEMEHI Ha4YepeBHNKA BKPUBAAN rycTo 30/10Ti
rynsu, a nosic axk CisiB Bij CaMOLBITIB Ta TYpKYycCiB. YepBOHi can’'saHui
onnpanncs KiHdmkamm ob cpibHi cTpemeHa, a ynps> KoHs, xo4d 3 gobporo
peMeHto, nuasacs LWOBKOBUMM NOBOAAMU Ta CPIBHMMN N1 MOCSXKHUMU
bnawkamm. MeHwWw nNuwHi 6ynn CTpoi NOro ToBapuLuiB, ane BCe-TakKM MOXKHa

ni3HaTM ByNo No HUX, WO Heabukomy cny>xaTb.

O6nmny4a ycix 6ynum onaneHi BiTpoM i COHUEM, NMOOpaHi TpyAaMun BOEH Ta
nogopoxxen. Yci 6ynn we monoai abo B cepenHix nitax, ane Hankpawunn dys
TakW NMPOBIOHUK, Y IKOrO 3J0POBUN BUI AL Ta Kpaca pUC NMOELHYBAINCA 3

HapAOHUM OOSIFOM.

AXK OCb CTann BEPLUHUKN Ha BUCOKOMY nonyaHeBoMy bepesi AHicTpa i
FASHYIN Ha 3eJ1eHe Mope JiCiB, SKe po3/MBasiocs no nisomy 6oui piku.
KprnBaBolo CMyroto narna pika y ix CTin, a No Ti CTOPOHI Haf 3aniceubKumMmn
ABopuLLaMU CTeNINANCA AUMN. 3 PiKN 34iMMaBCA CUHSABUN BEYipHIA TyMaH i
3BiJIbHa NiginmMaBcsa Bropy, Wwob po3cTennTuncs Ha Hid no 6eperax. XBUANHY
OVBUBCSA MPOBIAHUK APYXUHWN Ha NMperapHuin Kpaesnma, rnoTiM, Haye

30yamMBLUINCH 3i CHY, 00epHYBCS A0 TOBApMULWIB i FTYKHYB:

— Yganom!

| 6irom noixann ToBapuLli 3a MOBYa3HUM BOEBOAOHD.



BoHuM ixanu BBepx pikoto, NiBuM ii beperomMm, MUHy N LWIBUOKO CENO,
MUHYN ABopulle BoecnaBa, y AKOMY YOroCb ropifio KiJibka YMManx BOMHiB,
MWUHYIN Oocento ApocsiaBa Ha NiBOCTPOBI i foiXxann 4o nepeso3y, Ae
nepesi3HMK 3aniceubkoro 6osprvHa nepeBo3uB Na4eN Yankamu i gapaboto.

Ane napMa KanKanm OPYyXKUHHUKK rnepesi3Huka. Mloro He 6yno i 4anku He
6yno. MNMpn 6epesi cToana nuwe gapaba, WMPOKUIA crnias 3 rpybux SANHOBUX
NHIB, KPUTUX gpaHnuaMun. Becb cnnas 6yB NpukpinaeHuin Ha OOBrin

rpybesHin nnHBI A0 3pi3aHOro Ha BUCOTY Ca)kHA Hafg 3emneto oy6boBoro nHs.

XBUNWHY XAanu 134Ui Ha nepesBi3HMKa, a NoTiM Ciim pa3oM 3 KiHbMWU Ha
napaby, BoOEBOAA CTaB Npu KepMi, TOBapuLLi B3SINCA 3a XXepaKu Ta Becna i
Bioabunncsa Big 6epera. OanMH 3 HAX PO3BMBaAB JIMHBY B Mipy TOro, K CrnjaB
Biooanascs Big 6epera. KoHi BOSIKiB 3BMKW, BUAHO, A0 TaKMX MaHOpPiBOK, 60
Hi OAVH He 3axpuniB, aHi He Npy4aBcs. BnpaBHO, Ha4vye crnpaB>XHi MOPSAKMY,

MANBAN MOJOALLI.

— JliBuMm 6OKOM Handaran!

— Obnpucek 3nisa! We pa3! LWe pas!

— pebu! Oyx4e! PiBHo! Pa3om!

— Pa3, oBa, pas, osal

— Hangaram cnpasa! O6npucs!

— Mpucrtasan!

BnpaBHO npucTann gapaba oo 6epera. Bci Bunwianm, a cniasB 3HOBY
BiApynnm y soay. BiH nokonmxaBcsa No XBuasx, NONamMe 3a BOAOO, ane,
CMUHEHWN JINHBOO, MPUCTaB Nig HanNnopoM BOAW A0 npaBoro bepera.
MNepeBi3HUK NoTpebyBaB NMwe HaMOTaTU JIMHBY Ha KOJIOBOPOT, o6
npuMBeCcTW CnJiaB 3HOBY A0 CTOBNA.



Bin nepeBo3y iXxam KOMOHHUKWN CTEXKO. AJie 0Cb CMMHUBCA NPOBIAHUK i
BKa3aB Y CTOPOHY CeJla PYKOIO.

— Ocb MOE ue nocinng... Ue 3anicca! — cka3aB. — TaM Ma€ Ha Hac
xnaatm JlioT. Te Benuke asopuile, ake s 6a4nnm Ha ropbky, ue min gsip. Y
HbOMY FOPSATb OrHi, BUAHO, WOCh AIETbCA HEe3BUYanHe. TOMy MyCUMO
obepexxHo nig’ixaTtn, wob He BNacTu We B AKy xaneny.

— Moxke, ue nuweHb TosIoka abo nup, — 3a40ragyBaBCsA OOVH 3 TPUAHIB,
KU, BUAHO, Hanpaawe 6yB 6u SKpa3 Ha Take CBATO NOTpPanus.

— He 3HaTn! — BignosiB BoeBoAa. — JIOT He cnpaBasas 6u nupis 6e3

MeHe Yy MOIN XaTi, @ XXHNBa BXXe MUHYJIU.

— A MOXXe, Le NoXOPOH? — CKa3aB iHWwnn. — JIioTosi HebaraTo
Hane)xano Bxe y KopcyHi; xan noro 6orun patytoTb, wkoga 6yno 6 rpugHa

KHA3€eBi, @ HaM ToBapuLia...

Mo XBUINHI HagyMn piLLNB BOEBOA:

— MolpeMo CcTeXXKo NPAMO Ha MiBHIY | AoigeMo 00 po3[opixxs. Tam
CcTOiTb Ay6, po3poweHun cTpinoto NepyHa, KON oepeBnsgHN BOUAN KHA3A
Iropsa. OgHa YacTuHa BiA>XKWJ1a 3HOBY, KOJIM KHA3A Mana 3 OpY>XUHOIO
norybuna myapa KHaruHa Onbra, apyra 3aavwmiace MepTBoto. Big Lboro
nepesa nayTb ABi goporu. OgHa Ha 3axig y Fopon, apyra Ha niBHiv y
PorpaiBky. 3BiaTn nig'igemMo nig asopuLle.

| 3HOB MOBYKM pyLUMAa APY>KMHA JTiICOM, O3BOHAYN YNPAXKIKIO Ta 36poeto y
XO0NOLHaBOMY BXXe BedipHbOMY MoBiTpi. Ha Hebi 3'aBnBCA NoMapaH4YeBUi
MiCALb, @ NOro CBITJZI0O Millanocs 3 TiIHAMW HOYi Ta OCTaHHIMM Npobanckamm
BeYipHbOI 3arpaBun y AKyCb TaEMHUYY NiBTiHb. [lepen BepwHMKaMun 3'aBUBCSA
panToM, Haye BeSINYE3HUNN YOPHUN XPeCT, po3KoneHunn kpucnatum oy6. Han
OOHO NOro NMoJIOBUHOM 34iManacs KyvyepsiBa KUTULSA ranys33s Ta JNCTA,
apyra ctupydana y nositpi, Ha4ye sucenuus. Cipa gopora npoxoaunsa nos3



nepeso i ginvnaca Ha Tpu BigHorn. OgHa Ha 3axig y Fopofd, Apyra Ha cxig 'y
3aniccq, TpeTd Ha niBHiY y Porpaieky.

Ha noposi 3'aBnnocs WocCb HEBEJINKE, YOPHE, a C/iAO0M 3a UMM roJIOCHUN
nam cobaku NOTPSAC BEYipHE NOBITPA. BENNKNIA HOPHUIN NeC CKOYMB Ha KOHS
BOEBOAMW, TaK LLO KiHb CTaB Ha AnMbu i, HangkaHW, No4YaB XpPoNiTu i BepPTITUCS
Ha Micui. NMec nobpixyBaB 6e3ynnHHO, ba>katoyn 3a BCAKY LiHY OiCTaTUCA Ha
Ciono, a XBOCTOM MaxaB TaK CUJIbHO, L0 34aBaJsloCs, OCb-OCh i BifipBe Noro
30BCiM. BUOHO, BNacHUK XBOCTa BiTaB KOroCb 3 HE3BUYaMHOK pagicTio.

— Kpyk! Min niobun, BipHUn apy>xe! — rykHys McTmncnas i CKO4YUB 3
KOHSl, @ B HAaCTYMNMHY XBUINHY KpyK 3 BUTTSM, CKaBYJliIHHAM Ta BCiMa iHWWMU
O3HaKaMu LWasieHol pafoCTi CKakaB MOMY Ha rpyau, rnsedi, 1M3aB pyku,
NlaCTUBCS Ha BCi Nlagn, Havye po3KasaTun ba)kaB CBOEMY MaHOBI NPO Tyry Ta
>KaNb CBOEI cobayvoi ayLwi 3a i Tpu micaui.

— CnaBa pobpum ceitamm 6oram 3a rapHy Bopoxby! — ckasas
McTtucnas. — lNMepwmnM 3ycTpivato Ha CBOIN 3eMJli HaMBIPHILLIOro Apyra, skKoro
Ma€ BOSK Ta JioBeub, a we 1 nig NMepyHosmum gybom. obpo cnamee Ha MOtO
roJsloBy 3 L€l BOPOXOK, TOMy pafinMo gywiero yci i He TpaTbMO 4acy.

— A 3i MHOIO He 3BIiTa€LWICs, BOEBOOO? — CNMUTaB PanToM SKUNCb rosoc, i
3-3a Ay6a BUNLWIOB CTPYHKNIN 03OPOEHNIN YONOBIK.

— JIoT! — KPUKHYIN OPYKUHHUKU Ta KUHYJIUCA UOro BiTaTn. — Tu

300pOBUN, AYXXN? SK xe Tam 6oru munyeanm Tebe 3a BeCb 4ac?

— Yoro ue BOrHi y Bac Ha 06incCTi? — 3anuTaB McTuUCNaB 3aMiCTb

BiAMNOBIAi HA MUTAHHS.

— Ue rpomaga sivwnacsa 6opoHnTn Kanuny Big Porpas i Bnacrta, a Tenep
pagATbCs, Wo pobntu, 60 BnacTt rpo3nTs, Wo B6'e 6aTbka KannHum, SKLWO
BOHa He BiAAAaCTbCA 3@ HbOIO.



— [OwunB 6u noro no', coba4oro cuHa! Kosim npunwos nocnaHeub?

— Came roguHy Tomy. BnacT »ae 0o paHKy Bignosifi, a npuisgy KaanHum
[0 nicna3aBTpa BE4OPOM.

— Wo »x KanuHa?

— 3imnina, 6igHeHbKa, NOTIM cnaina OAMHOKa Ta A0 HIKOro i csioBa He
Kasana. HapewTi ckasana: "JlloTe, fgan MeHi HixX, i igbMmo". "HYoro?" — nuTato.
A BOHa Ha Te po3CMigsiacs Tak, WO MEeHi a> MOpPO03 NepenLloB Nno Tifi, i Kaxe:
“iobmo! Konm BnacT [OoTOpKHETLCS A0 MeHe To BO't0 Noro, a He BAACTbCA, TO
cama cobi KiHeub 3pobnto. 3arHaB 6aTbKO, SK Ka)KyTb Jl0AN, MaTIip y MOruiny,
TOX Hexaln noxoBa€ N meHe! Toai Hexan 6orn NpokneHyTb Poraaieky, a
Porgan xan HaBiku-BiYHi 6/1lyKa€e onmpem no pyiHax. He cyannocsa meHi,

BUAHO, WLACTS Y XUTTI".

— Mpobi! — rykHyB Mosiogeub. — iAbMO po3paanTun ii, a NoTiM Bigi6’emo
CcTaporo cuaoto!

Ane JItOT NOXMTaB roJs1I0BOIO.

— Lle He moxxe byTun! fKuwo noigemMo cnepwy 4oA0MY, MOBEYEPSAEMO,
norytopumo — 6yne niBHiy. [TOBCTaEMO a>k paHKOM, a 3a Len Yac Oi3HAETbCH
BnacTt npo TBin npuisg i 6yne 6epertn Porgas i ckapbis. Akwo nobavynTb Hac
nig neopuwem, B6’e ctaporo i BTide 3 rpiwuMun, a Mu npueesemo KanunHi Ha
BeCiIbHUW NoJgapyHoOK Tpyn. Tak He Moxxe 6yTu. TyT Tpeba abo neperosopu

BecTun, abo BnABMTM NiacTyn.

— lMeperoBopu HiHawWo He 3ganancsa! — signosiB McTucnas. — BnacTt mae
y CBOIX pyKax rpowi Porgas, a 6a>kae maTtun we n Kanmny. Lo »x mn nomy 3a
Hel MoXxeMo 00iuaTn? dkumm ckapbamm noro 3HagnTn? TyT Tpeba niacTyny i
cunn, ane HeramHo, 6e3 nNpoBosiokn. Mok nnue Ceapora yCMiXHeTbCs A0 Hac
BAOCBITa, MOBUHEH BnacT BUCITN Ha HanBuwomy ay6i y Porgaisui. TBos
npasaa, Jliote, y XxaTy IxaTu rogi.



MoTim 3BepHYBCSA 00 CBOIX APYXUHHUKIB.

— Xnonui, B 4ynu, ska xanena Tpanuiacs MeHi Bif Hegpyra mMoro.
[lonoMo>keTe MeHi y Hil, 4n Hi? onoMoXxiTb, bpaTikn, HaropoaXy Bac
wenpo, a NoTiM fiaM CNoYUTU Y BCAKOMY [03BifNi, CKisibKM 3abaxkaeTe.

— lpem 3 T06010, BOEBOAO! — rYKHY /M xJ0MNUi pagicHo. — Bigagynw Ham

MenoM Ha BecCinni.

— MNMokaxeMo My TOMYy sKOMYCb BnacToBi, K nianasBaTn BeXy cepes
TPUOUATUTUCAYHOI O BiCbKa poMeiB! — rykHyB i cobi HarnmonogLwnmn

rpnaeHb CHiryp, akunm oboxHioBas McTucnaBa 3a NOro NnogBuru.

Ha »xanb, came Tomy, wo CHiryp 6yB HaMosI0AWNIA, @ 1 A0 LUbOro Lie
HeOaBHO 3aHey>XaB Ha NMPOoMacHULO, He B3S/1IM MOro ToBapuwli 3 coboto, a
3BeNiNIN Takn TyT nig Aybom nepeHo4yBaTu pa3oM 3 B'IOYHUMU KiHbMU. AK He
NPOCUBCSA XJioneub, HiYOro He fornoMorno. Boesoda i ctapwunin rppaeHb
Hakasajun, MycuB cnyxaTu. IHWNX oAMHaAUATL Noixasno y Poraaisky.

B>xe cama okonunus PorganoBoro nocinag ocTpotBasiacs 40 BjlaCHMKA
camoi BosiocTi. byna BoHa nigMokna, 6arHucTa i He Ay>e npuroxa nig
3aciBn. 3aTe baraTo 3BipuHK ByNo y nicax, a poi 60N10TAHUX NTULb a)K COHLE
3aKpuBann Ha NboTy. BeplwHukn 3'ixann y gonuvHy, bepern sikoi BKpMBaB
rycTWi nic, oe pocnau Binbxu, sepbu, WOBKOBULi, Mi>X HAMN BKPUBAIN 3E€MJIIO
npoTaydHukn, 6ibHNKN, HacTypuii. Moaekyan OTPYNHNIN CMEPTESIbHUK
BUPOCTAB NMoHaf iHLe 3i71/19 Ta XOBaBCA MOMiXK 3HiTaMU, KpUBaHAMU Ta
KOCUTHAMW. Hapg MOTIYKOM, SKU NIHMBO CJ/IbO3UB MO MiAMOKAY MiAST0XXKI,
pOCAN NnaTaTTHa Ta YepBOHUN KnewiHeub. Conogkmm 60NoTaHUN nenex
BUPOCTAB NMOMIXK N'yCTUM CUTHUKOM, a AaJli Boga po3amBasiaca y CTaBOK, BOAY
SAKOro BKpMBasa AcHo3eneHa psacka. OgHave HebaraTo 6yno Tiei Bogw. 1i
A3epKaJsio 3HUKO Mifg rycTuM JliCOM o4epeTiB, WyBapy Ta KawaTHuKa. NycTto
POC/IN BOTKi KATULI POro3y, a MajeHbKi BiKOHUS, He 3apocCsi TpoLleto, 0OHSAB
y nocigaHHsa 6onoTaHnn rpedbuwl.



Haa MOKNSKOM CTOAB ryCTUM TyMaH, ajie BXXe 3aaneKka bavynnm
BEPLUHWKW ABa CBiTeNbUA, SKi Knganm Ha 6ingaBi nnaxTn MpSaKn poXkeBi
Bio6nnckn. Came Hag 60/10TOM Ha BUCOKOMY CyXOMY MiBOCTPOBI JieXa0
Asopuue Porgas. Hanbnmxyi xatm 6ynn BigoaneHi Ha SKyCb YBEPTb MU i
CTOAIN Ha CYXOMY MiCLi Hag MOTOKOM, SSKUN BUNIMBaB 3 BarHMCTOro cTaBKa.
BepwHUKM 3Hanu, Wo y ceni 3aMwmnnochb nuwe ay»xe Hebarato KMeTiB, a
i3rol, aKi Mycnnu y Heomy byTun, He ayxxe Xypunamcsa noneto Porpas. Tomy,
[OoiXaBLWwun 00 NiBOCTPOBA, APYXXUHa 3/i31a 3 KoHen, a McTucnas NOACHUB
yCiM NpuayMaHuin HUM OOPOroto njaH Hanaay.

HaBLn po3nopaaXXeHHS, CKUHYB 3 cebe HapaaHu ogar i nepeoasarHyBCs
y 3Bu4anHe 6orose 3HaAib’'sa, WKipSaHi WTaHW, Migaw BUKNageHnn kybpak,
TOBCTi YpeBii, Tyrnn nepes’stHUN, WKipoo 066uTnin Ta 3asi30M OKOBaHUN
LWMT i BApA3bKNIM WOJIOM. Ha WO/IOM HakKNMHYB KanTyp, wob Biadbanck
MICAYHMX NPOMEHIB Ha LLIOJIOMi He 3paauns noro. MNMoTiM MiwoB y ryctunm

oyepeT, baxkatoum 3anTun y Porgaese gsopuLle 33any.

Tam cToaB byanHoK 6ospuHa. Y HbOMYy ropiB OroHb, BUAHO, LLe He cnaB
HIXTO y ABOpuLLi. TaKOX Npu ABOX BEJIMKUX BaTpax crnepeny KpyTuiocs
yumano nogen. bynm ue pabu Ta isroi Bnacta, MixX HUMK Kinbka napy6bkis i3
3axony. BoHn monunuca no Cesatosuaa, roBopuan MOBOIKO, AeLlo BigMiHHOIO
BiO TMBEpPUIB, @ 0O4Aranncsa y WKipyn Ha rone Tino. bpyaHi BOHM 6ynn i BHOM,
aje BigaHi CBOEMY MaHOBI TiSIOM i AyLlel0 Ta roTOBI HA BCAKUN BYUHOK. Li
napybkn cupinn 6ing okpemMoro BOrHULWa N NeKAN KyCcKn M’'aca, aKi inm
HaniBCMpmMMu, 3anueBaroyum NMeoM. MNpun OpyroMy BOrHULLI BeYepaau TusepLi,
AKi 3 BiApa30 AMBUINCSA Ha "Nnafacbkux" ToBapuwis. BoHM copomMmnnmcs
NoBeLiHKM CBOro 6osipuHa, KM HE 3aBaraBCA MiAHATU PYKU Ha HEMIYHOIO

CTapus Ta ManoNiTHIO AiBYMHY. TaKOro y pyCbKoMy poai we He Bysano.

Y CBiTAMUI CMAiN0 Ha 3arnopoLLeHnX OC/IOHaxX ABOE N aen: CTapuin
Porpawm i BnacT. Benuki Kpyrni o4i cTaporo nmxsapsa AUBUINCS 3 NepensikoM
Ha MoJI0aLUs, AKUI CMOKINHO O0IAAaB XapeHy KYpKYy Ta AonuBas Me[ 3 Kybka.
Hoiswn, Niginwos A0 CTiHW, e PAAKOM CTOSAIN KOBaHI CKPWHI, | BiAYNHNB

O4HY 3 HUX. Y CKpPUHi ByNno YnumMano WKipsHUX, rapHO NOB’A3aHUX MILLKIB.



— BnacTte! Lo TK pobunw? — KpukHyB Porgan, a noseneHine noro nmuye
BUSABMIO BCIO PO3NYKY, AKa NnpunMana noro cepue. — Lle »x Moe!

— Xa, xa, xa! — 3aperoTaB Bnact. — Yu T gymaeLl, Wo TBOA O0HA

BU3BONUTb Tebe 3 MOoiX pyK? Tu Miin | BCe TBOE TexXX MeHi npunage!

— 3nogaito! — npoxpuniB Porgan i 3ippaBCcs 0OCTaHKOM cui, Wwob
6opoHUTM 3a gecaTku niT HagbaHe ManHO. Ane CUIbHUIA yaap B INUE KNHYB
noro B KyT. CTapeub BOAPUBCA rosioBOK0 06 CKpuHIO | BNaB 6e3 nam’aTi Ha
3eMJ10.

Y nedi ropinu TOBCTi KOJI0AM, | ACHE CBITNO 3a/1MBaJio BCIO KiMHaTY. 3
CBUCTOM auxas Porpan, ane BnacT He 3Ba)KaB Ha HbOro. MilWoK 3a MiLLKOM
BUCUMAB BiH Ha CTifl, CKPUHIO 33 CKPUHEIO BiAYMHSAB, aXK NOKU Ha OOLWKaxX
BMpPOCSa YMMasa Kyna rpuBeH, AWHAapPIB, ApaxM i HaBiTb 30/710TUX apabCbKunx

Ta rpeubkKnx MOHeET.

Jluue BnacTta nanano pyMm’'sHueM, o4di bnmwann rapsa4koBmuM BOrHeEM, a
PYKN TPACAUCSA, HaYe Bif nponacHuui. BiH He 6a4mB aHi He 4yB, WO Aisnocs
AOBKOJ1a HbOro. 3 »Kanobot 3arnnmbnsanncsa noro Nasbli B Kyrny MOHET, a yXO
nobyeanoca metaniyHum 6pAa3kom. B po3naneHin yasi npoxoannm 6apsucTi
CLEHN 3 XUTTH BE/IbMOX Ta KynuiB Hag ganekmm bocnopom. Konnce 6ys
Bnact y Uapropogi 3 KynusaMu-rpedyHnKamMmm Ta npuriganaBcsa 00 XUTTA Y Lin
CTONMLUI CBITY. 3 LLbOro 4Yacy MOCTIMHO TY>XWNJ10 NOro cepue 3a LM COHAYHUM
paeM nonynHsa. Tenep oCb, Makyun rpoLli, Mir BiH nepeHecTucs Tyam
Ha3aBXXAu i 0CiCTn TaM gK Kyrneub. BiH Topryeas 6u abo n rpabysas 6u
PYCbKNX FPeYHUKiB no aopo3si. He bpakysano 6 nomy, nesBHo, rpowen y
ManbyTHbOMY.

JNlaco o6nm3yBaBca BnacT, Mpito4m Npo LapropoAchbKi rapa3gn, i He
3BepTaB yBarum Ha KpMKKM CBOIX Mocinak, fKi Becennancsa npu sapTi. He 6a4us
BiH, K Yyepe3 AKUNCb Yac npunwos o cebe Porgan i, NOCTOrHyO4YM Ta

MOKaLWJIO4YM, NiOHABCA | CiB Y KYTi XaTW. Ha noro BUTpiLLeHi o4i Nnagas



61CK BOrH0. LMMn CBIiTAYMMM 04MMa CNiAKYBaB BiH 3a KOXKHUM PyXOM

bospurHa, Wwo nopascs B xaTi. Kpi3b rosoBy npobirann 61MCKaBKO AYMKW.

LLlo pobuTtn? 9k yTekTn 3 ui€i xaTnu? ba, BTEKTU He WTYyKa, BnacT HaBiTb
He NOMITUTb, WO XTOCb PUNHYB ABepPMU. Afe o Aani? BnacHi isroi Ta pabu
MOKWUHYNM CTaporo. BoHun noro He nwobunn, 60 n 3a wWo? BiH yBecCb Bik AaBuB
IX Wocmnu i BuaaBaoBaB 3 HUX, WO JMWe fanocs: FPUBHN Ha NepeaHiBKy 3a
KPUXiTKY BopoLluHa, wKipn, meq, 36ixksa: pobue HUMK, SK BONaMK, KON
MYCUAN WYKaTWN Yy HbOro 3apobiTKy, a 9K XTO 3aBMHUB NOMY FpoLui, TO
obanpas AOBXHMKA 3 WKipKU. YCix, XTo He cnaaTme bopry, nponaBas
b6esnowanHo y Llapropoa... TikaTn camomMy 4epes fic... A rpowi, opobok
YCbOIr0 XUTTSA, KPOB KPOBI, XXUTTHA XUTTHA MOr0o Ma€E NponacTu y pykax
onpuLlKa-3nohifa? A npuToMy TaMm y NiCi TEMHO, CTpaLUHO. TaM HiY40 XO4ATb
noHapg 6arHom 61yaHi OFTHUKN — Ue JyXW NOTOMJIEHUX, L0 Pa3oM 3 YopTaMu
cnaatb y 60N10Ti, BTAraloTb y YOPHY BOHIOYY rAnbuHy HeobepexxHoro
CaMiTHMKa. TaM MaBKW rpitoTbCA A0 MiCAUS Ha rajJsBMHaxX Ta MaHATb 3a
coboto MaHApiBHMKa y BoAy abo 3a710CKOYYIOTb A0 cMepTi. Tam nicosi bicn
NIAKaTh MPOX0XKOro BUryKamMmm Ta CTpalHUMN TBapoKamMmu, a bayn soanTb

noro y 6essicTti. Tam [us...

CTapuin 3aTpdacca yCiMm Tinom.

Hi! BiH He nige caMm-oguH 3BiacCing. BiH BN'anuTb o4i y 6aunckyye cpibno
Ta 30/10TO, AKi BKPaB y HbOr0 Ha3BaHWM 39Tb... Xa, xa, xa! oro noTui
BOpPOr, rafiHa, BUrpiTa Ha Moro rpyasx, skin BiH BBipMB, BiA4AB Y NOr0 pyKu
cebe, cBoto ponto, XnUTTH, 6a 1 Binblie we, HiXX XUTTA — rpowi! Hexan xe X

bepe onHo i gpyre!

JNlepBe, ogHak, ManHyna uUa AyMka Kpi3b rososy! Porgas, koav pantom
AKNUWCb X010 NoYaB NiaCcTynaTn Big Hir no xpebTy axk [0 rososu. dKnnco
Be3MeXXHUIM 3BipAYMA CTpax OXOrNJItoBaB BCE NOro €CTBO, CTpax nepen
CMepTIO, Nepen KOCTPOM, MOruoto, TpM3HOW, Xxpobakamu, LOBIHHOO
NiTbMO0. [lecb 3HMKNa Bipa y Bupan, y skoMmy 6aTbkn BeCENATbCA BiKU-BiYHi
Ha 3eneHin nesani Jaxbora, a 3anMwmnBCA Nuwe cTpax nepes TUMMU

OCTaHHIMW XBUJIMHAMU, KON XOJOLI€E TiNO, raCHYTb 04i, TPaTATb BJlafy PYyKU



N HOMM, MOBKHYTb YCTa, a cTpawHa CmepTb-MopaHa 0aBuTb KiCT/ISBOIO
pyKo ropso... bpp! Y aywi ctaporo o6i3BaBCcs ronoc NpoTecTy... BOPOHITb
mMeHe 0ob6pi, acHi 6orn, 6opoHn meHe, KanuHo! He BigaaBancsa ubomy
3104i€Bi, WO B34B Min rpiw! Mctucnase!.. | Harno, Havye NnpusMa-onup, WO

3'ABJIAETLCSA Ha MNOKJIMK YapoAis, y BiKHiI 3a40pHina rnocraTb...

AckpaBuin 6aKCK ynas Ha 1i amue, i Porgan nisHae Mctucnasa. Yum ue BiH,
4yun He BiH? Porpanm nutae cebe, wob nepekoHaTnUCA, Y BiH CAUTb, YU Hi,
BUTpPILLAE OYi, BAMBJIAETLCSA Y NOCTAaTh 3@ BIKHOM i 04aM He BipUTb. AX OCb
McTuncnaB BCyBa€ nepefHIo YaCcTUHY Tisla KPi3b BIKHO i 3a4iNae BepPLUKOM
lwosioMa 06 HN3EHbKY OMnpaBy. Y Wi XBUNHI BiaBepTaeTbCA BnacT i KaM'sHie
y 3iFHEeHIn NocTaBsi, AK CTOSB Haf KYrow rpowen, — OKO B OKO 3
McTucnasom.

F0N10CHUI KPUK BUPBABCA 3 YCT BnacTa, Kpuk nepensky, 3106u, a chigom
3a UMM KMHYBCS 608pnH 00 BikHa, wWob HamacTu Ha BOpora, MoKn Tomn
NPOTUCHETbLCA KPi3b BY3EHbKE BIKHO XaTu. | XTO 3Hag, wo byno 6 ctanocs,
kKonn 6 panTtom He oTamMmBecAa Porpam i, Havye ToM Ka3kosun Kowin, 3
BUTATHEHUMWN pyKaMun KUHYBCS Ha BnacTta. BegeHuin iHCTUHKTOM, He
Hanajas, 04HAK, Ha HbOro NpocTo, 60 BnacT gep>xaB yxe y pykax mey i bys
6u yoapom no3byBca HanacHMKa. BiB Bxonue BnacTa 3a HoOry, a Konu uen
KMUOaBCA 00 BiKHA, MOTAMHYB 3a Hel 3 yCiel cnnu. boApuH ynas, a Nnoku
3Bi/IbHMB HOrYy 3 pyk Porgas, McTucnas CTOSB y>Ke B KiMHaTi, n obuaBa

NPOTUBHUKM 3Mipsnun cebe o4ymma.

— Mpuxonxxy oo Tebe, Bnacte, y noconbCTBi Big KannHu. BoHa Kaxe
T06i oCb WoO: "AKWOo He nigew cobi HeramHo 3 yciMa nocinakamu i He Bigaacu

il 6aTbKa, TO He XnTun Tobi Ha Binomy caiTi!"

— $k-To, McTucnase, cnHy min! — 3anebepnis Porgan, SKUM Mo XBUANHHIN
Hanpys3i BCiX CBOIX CTape4ux CUJ 3HOBY OXJISJIMA CUAIB Ha OONIBUi,— a Mo4
KpOB, MOI rpowi? Hee>xe > BM 3 KanunHoto BigaacTe mMoi ckapbu ubomy
3/104i€Bi?



— TBin rpiw 3anuwmnTbCA npm To6Il — BigNoBiB McTncnas. — A Tn,

BnacTe, 36upancs y Nopoa!

— [a! — 3aBepewas Toai BnacT, akoro oxonuna 3no06a. — To Tn, cobako,
He 340X Ha [lyHal pa3oM 3 TBOIM KHA3eM? TO 3a)KAWn, OCb TYT Ha BaTbKIiBLWHI
nocTturHe tebe TBOA gons!

| KNHYBCA Ha McTuchaBa, CTYKHYIN Medi...

Ane HefoBro 60poancCa NPOTUBHUKKU. 3@ APYrUM YM TPETIM yoapoM niBe
nnedye Bnacta 3abarpusiocs KpoB'to. Y HbOro He Byno wuta, a McTucnas He
Mir CBOIr0 NepeTsarHyTu Kpi3b By3eHbKe BiKHO. BOApMH ycTynas Ta BiB
Hanagato4oro 3a coboto oo asepen. BiH, 6ay, 3agyMyBaB HEHAaPOKOM
BUCKOYNTWN HaABip Ta NOKJMKATWU CBOIX Mocinak. | B>Xxe gBepi oCb-0Cb... BXxe
nnedi Bnacta onepnnca ob oaBipoK, KoM parnToM rpOMOM 3aJlyHaB APYXHUN

OKJINK 33 BiKHOM:

— buinn cobauvy Bipy!

PeB nepenskaHMx Ta NnokasiYyeHUX ropoasH BiAMOBIB Ha Len OKJIUK,
CBUCT MeuiB, 6psA3K 30poi Ta CTYK LWMTIB MOYYBCS Yepes XBUJINHY, NOTIM
3aMOBKJIO BCe.

TumMYacoMm i B xaTi CKiH4Ynnocs yce. No4vyBLIN Bepeck 3a ABepMMU,
3aBarascs BnacTt Ha XBUJIMHY, HE 3Hato4u, Wo noMmy pobutun. Ta B U0 MUTb
Me4 McTucnasa BMaB, X04, Ha LWACTH, JINLW NJa3oM, Ha noro nuue. Mos
KoJsioga, Nnosanmeca Bnact Ha A0NiBKY, @ HACTYMNHOI XBUJIMHWN Bi4YUHUIINCSA

nsepi, i JItoT 3anuTas:

— A wo Tam? Porpan €?

— €! — BignoBiB McTuncnas.

— A Bnact?



— € TaKOX.

JIioT yBINWOB Yy CBITAULLIO.

— A e XX BOHWU?

— A ocb!

| MOnopeLub BKasaB Ha Porpas, AKMM 3 rapsa4koBMM MOCMNiXoM 3ropTas 3
CTOJ1y rpoLUi Y MUKW Ta CKPUHI i 3abyB HaBiTb NPO NOASAKY 3@ BPATYBaHHS
XXUTTA Ta ManHa. bing uboro nexxas Ha gonisui BiacT 3 noCMHINMM onyXJinMm

nvuem.

JlioT 3acmisBcs i 06Tep Mey 06 oaar nexkavoro 6ospuHa.

— [MNocniwan, cTapun CKpAro, — cKkasas Becesio, — 60 nopa HaM yCim y
KannHuH asip.

Ctapun He BignoBiB, a McTncnaBose cepue y rpyasax cTpeneHynocs npu
3ragui npo KanuHy,

XVIII. MPO KHA34, WO YY>XOI 3EMJII LUYKAKOYUN, CTBOKO BTPATWB

NMepemora 6yna noBHa. 3 NnapybkiB BnacTa He 3a/IMWLINBCA Y XXNBUX Hi
OAWH, @ ropoAcChKi i3roi HaBiTb PYK HE 3BEJIN Ha 3aXUCT CBOro naHa i amwe
NpOoCMAN 003B0OJ1Y NOBEPHYTUCA A0A0MY. PaHKOM MocCifanm Ha KOHeEN i
noixanwu y nicn, a Porgam, JIioT i McTucnas 3Beninin noctaBuTn nepen coboto
BnacTa, SKOro HaHiy 3B'A3aHUM KMHYN Yy XJiBeub. Bennknm 6yno
30MBYBaHHSA YCiX, KOJIM CTOPOXKa NnosigoMuna, wo Bnacta Hema. BunamaHa
CTiHa Ta cnign y 60n0Ti BKasysanu, wo 60apuH TikaB Kpi3b 6arHo

HaBrepenmu.



BucnaHi porpgaiBui He 3Hanwnu cninis Ha 6beperax, BuaHo, BnacTt
NOTOHYB Yy BarHi.

— Mpobi! — ckazan JlioT. — XT0 y 6arHi yBecCb Bik CKOpOTaB, TOMY y

6arHi n KiHeub!

McTucnas 3BeniB 3api3aTu KoryTa Ta KUHyTn y 6arHo, a noTim Big'ixann
BCi y 3aniccs.

HixTo He onuwe wacnmeux 61a>KeHHUX XBUANH pafocTi, konm McTtucnas
BEpPHYBCS Yy nocinnsa 6aTbKiB CBOIX, 40 CBOro ABOPULLA, CBOEI HEBICTU. KiHUS
He Byn0 MMTaHHAM, ONOBIAAHHSAM, CN1b03aM, gotenamM. OguH nuwe He bpaB
yYacTi y 3arasbHin pagocTi — Porgan.

MepeXxnBaHHA B OCTaHHI AHIi 4obuan Noro ctapeynn ayx, HeBucTavano
NOMY B>XX€ CUJ1 OXOMUTU PO3YMOM YCi BpaXKeHHS Ta NpUCcToCyBaTUCA A0
3MIHEHUX XUTTEBUX 06CTaBUH. FlognHaMn CMAIB CTapuili HENOPYLUHO i
YCMiXaBCs nmwe NpuUasHo, SKLWO Npuxoannam 4o Hboro atoan. A in 3aniceubki
nan nomiTnnm Hezabapom nepemiHy, ka HacTana y ayuwi Porgas, 60 BCi
HaCMilLKW, AKUMWN YaCcTyBa M NOro AaBHiLe AiTW, XIHKN Ta napybkn, 3HUKAW.
Ycakum 6a4mB y HbOMY CTapus, KUMKW Y)XKe Ha CrpaBu LbOro XUTTA ocin, a
ONBUTBCA CKASHMM Nornsagom Ha Ton 6ik — Ha 3eneHy nesaay Haxbora.
NOro ByXa He 4yJi1N BXXe N HEe PO3yMian BCiX NI0ACbKMX cniB, 60 BOHW Benn
ryTipky 3 gigamm y Bupai. ToMy KOXXHUI 34iMMaB pajo wWwanky v BiTas
CTaporo ro 3aKOHy, BBIY4JIMBO Ta MNOBaXHO.

McTucnas i KanimHa He 3annwanncb oaHo 6e3 04HOro Hi Ha XBUJINHY.
BoHa po3noBifana nomy nNpo CBOI NepeXxuBaHHSA, a BiH in Npo 60i Ha [yHai,
npo Bap4rie, rpekis, 6bosrap.

| nAnnn gHi 3a QHAMK, a Yepe3 ABaHaAUATb AHIB Nicag npuisay

McTuncnasa Bigrynsaam secinns.



Tumyacom 3maninm AOHicTpoBi BOAW i Habpann TEMHO-3e/1eHOro
3abapBrieHHS, SKe 9CKpaBo BiabuBasnocs Big rIMHUCTOrO Ta NillaHOro
6epera. Jlykn Ta nossa nocipinv, No)XoBK Jic... Yci 6apBu Big SCHOXXOBTOI A0
TEeMHO4YepPBOHOI NULANINCA Y MPOMEHAX COHLUSA Ta Y YACTOMY XOJI0iHABOMY
B>XX€ OCiHHbOMY MOBITPi. Haye AckpaBi BOCKOBI CBi4YKM, ropinv bepesn Ta
BiSIbXW, TEMHILLINIA BiATIHOK NMpUKpalLyBaB Ky4epsasi oybun, Havye KpoB'to,
onnmeanun 6yku Ta rpabu. TyT i Tam, oe BUCTynana rfinHKa, 4e pocam n anunui
abo MOAPUHN, 3aULLNINCL TEMHO3ENEHI NAaMu. XOBKJa, yXe NilwmnHa,
No3nHa 1 Bepbun, >KOBKM B'A3M, ABOPU, BiALBITaNMN OCTaHHI KBiTW i vwe Ha

BULLIMX Micusax 6yrMHO po3uBiTasanm OCiHHI Ni3HOUBITN.

Mo4anucsa y ceni ceATa, BeCiNNg, TONOKN, 36upanuca npaguibHULL Ha
BEYOPHWLi Ta OOCBITKW, HEBraBaan y ceni CniBun, TaHLi, BECENiCTb, paficTb 3

XXUTTSA, 300pOB’S Ta O0O6PUX XKHUB.

A>XK O0Cb NOBepHYNNCA 3-Hapg [lyHato Kynui-rpe4yHuKm, aKi ixanam BBepx
pikot y YepBOHi ropoaun i npuHecnu BiCTKY, wo CeaTocnaB 3UMye Ha binomy
Bepesi 3 ycieto opy>KMHOI0, asie BECHO 3acTykKae 3HoBY A0 bpam JopocTosna
i Mpecnaswn.

— KannHo, — cka3zas Toai McTucnas 40 MOJIOAOI CBOEI XXIHOYKN, — BEpecC
LUBiTe, NOrigHi AHi HAacTanwu, a NMOKM NOYHYTbCA OCIHHI oL, Mywly i f
CMOBHUTN KHSXY BOJIIO. 3 BECHOI NMpunae N MeHi nopa cifgatu Ha YOBHWU, a
nokwu wo Tpeba 3ibpaTn ApyXMNHY 3 TMUBEPCbKOI 3eMi. TOMy npoLLan i
3anmwancsa 3 6oramm y rapa3sgi, Hexan goMoBi 6epexxyTb TBOEI OOPOroi

ronisku!

KanuHa 36nigna i 3acymyBana, ase He cTpumyBasa McTtucnasa.

— lan, McTucnaBse, — BignoBina, — Kyan Tebe Knye KHA3b i BUKOHYI
NOro BOJItO. A 3 MepLwmnM CHirom Beptamncs, wob KopoyyH 3HanLWOB HAac 3HOBY
pa3oM npu HapoanHax CoHusa-Aaxkbora, npu Konsagi 3sapymo MOAMBO 3
MeaoM Ta byaemMo TilwnmTncsa 0o BECHMW.



MoixaB McTucnas Mo YepBeHCbKNX ropofax, No ycCin Kk TBepcCbKin 3emMi,
a HaBiTb 0 By>)aH 3arnsHys. | BCIOAW BiTaan NOro pago CTtapi n monoai.
Monogai 36upanunca ntu y bonrapito i 3 pagicTio BCTynanu y opy>XuHy, a ctapi
npocunaun nepenaTn KHA3eBi CKaprn Ha kHA3a Onera Ta Noro gopanHukie. Y
YepBoHorpapgi 3yCcTpiB MOro TUCcAUbKMN PocTmncnaB i NpOCUB NepekasaTu
KHA3€eBi OCb LLO:

“MNo ycin Pycbkin 3emni rynsie cBaBosig MONOANX KHA3IB Ta NpUbivYHNX iX
6osp. Ha H1UX Hema cyay, HeMa npaBAn Hi 60XKOT, Hi KHA>XXO0i. Born Bncoko,
KHS3b Oa/1eKo, a KMeTi-xnibopobu Ta 3emcbKi bospm Biauypanmcs ix.
HapoaHe Bive cobi NnpaBUTb KPaeM, a BOHU c0bi. 3 yCbOro TOro BUMLLIJIO Take,
O KHA3b rocnofapuTb JinLie Yy CBOIW BOJIOCTI, @ Y iHLWIN 3eMJi BiH Have
Yyy>XnHeub. He nan 60>xe Bopora, To XT0 Mae BOPOHUTU Kpan: KHA3b 41U Bive?
Nlnwe y Hosropoai mup i nag, ane Oner i 4ponoJsik BXe Tenep novnmHaloTb
KpamoJy. Hexan e X BepTaeTbca CeATocNaB, 60 noBenetbcs xiba

MPOrHATWN 3 KHAXKOro CTiNlbLA TaknM NOro CUHIB".

Konu rpyans nokKpuao Wwnsaxum, a 3 aepes obcmnanocs nMcTs, BepHyBCS
McTuncnaB 3 KilbkoMa Mosioanmm 6osapamu, siKi Xoouam BXXe He pa3 YHOBHaMU
y Ipeuito. Mig ix Harnagom novann gposopybu pybatn nepesa y nici Ta
XXOJI0OUTM YOBHWN Ha OEeCATb TUCAY HYON0BIK, 60 CTi/IbKMN OPYXUHHUKIB

Ha3bupaB McTmncnaB Nif Yac CBOEI NOI3AKN.

McTucnas npmei3 3 NMNoayHaB'a Big KHA3A CPibHI rpuBHU, MigsaHi Ta
CNi>XeBi NepCTEeHI, KPY XKW, MJANTKN, SKUMX HaWMBAHO Yepecn Ta Kybpaku
abo HabmBaHO WNTK. OUMMN-TO rpiLLMK OMJlavyyBaB BOEBOAA POBITHUKIB i

MaWCTpiB Ta KynyBaB AJIA HUX MOXXUBY.

Ha nisoeHsb Big 3anicca Hapg MNpyTom kunina poboTa Ha BCi pyku y LLonax,
nobynoBaHUX OKpemMo Ans uboro. lNpn BesinyesHnxX BaTpax Bapuan OLHi
POBITHUKN XUBULIO, iHWI HabuBann pebpa, Ha AKi Knanu A10Bi KIenku, a
CMOIHN KOHOMATW/IN KJI0Y4YAMU Ta 3aamBanun cMosion. OTak Hapoa )KyBaBCSA

4YOBEH 3a YOBHOM, a MaJio IX OyTu KisibKa COT.



TakoXX Mo ycCix cenax Ta ABopuLLax NPocTopol TneepcCbKOi 3emMi
roTyBajliacd Mmonoab y noxia. 36pos, xapdi, oaar, CtaBaam HanBa )>KHIiLLMMK
NMUTAHHAMU Y XUTTI; @ APYXUHHUKN HANMOMITHILUMMN NIOABMU Y TPOMafi.
Bci »xpanu nuwe BecHn, wob ntm y 3aniccs, CigaTm Ha YOBHMU, IXaTu
3006yBaTu CnaBu Ta BYMHUTK 3 cTONMLi CBiTY, To6TO Llapropoaa, BOsIOCTb
PYCbKOIr0 KHA34.

A Npuinwna BecHa, i NOBTopuiacsa 3HOBY BiflBiYHA NepeMiHa y XUTTi
npupoaun. Biopoa>xeHuinn B3nmky Oakbor BUBIB y CBIT 3aKBiTHaHy, YMa€EHY
KHArMHIO BecHy Ta nokasaB ficaMm, ropam, ctenam, siyram, Jtogam i boram.

Bunwnun niogn 3 sagumsieHnx xaT BiTaTu BecHy-60rmHio cniBom, TaHKOM
Ta XKepTBOt, a i 60rv rNAHy M TaCckaBo Ha roXy AiBYMHY, WO 3 AaNEKOro
NiACOHHSA iWa y 3aMOpoXXeHuin kpan — 3emsto flaxxbora — yBiH4aTK CBIT
Kpacoto. 3ipeaBcsa CTpubor 3 noXKa CHIroBUX XxMap Ta KUHYBCS JTaAUTUN BECHI
npunom, Bigamx noro HiccAa 3 NosyaHA Ta 3axoy, CTOMUB CHIrM CBOIM
TenJoMm, a Lo 3aJMWnI0Cs, CNosIoCKaB TernJiIMM BECHAHUM OOWNKOM...
Monnnnn nboon-Kpuru reH y Pycbke mope, 3arpasan Bogun, a Ha YOpHOMY,
cipomy abo bypomy rinni nepes 3'ABUINCA XKOBTaBO3esIeHi My N’ SHKW.

By Beuip. Y cBiTAMLi B 3aniccCi cupinm nicna Beyepi BOEBOAA 3 XKIHKOIO,
JlioT Ta Kinbka 6ogp. Ctapun Porgan Bxe cnaB y ogpuHi, a KannHa kKnana Ha
NOPO3i MUCOYKM 3 OCTAHKaMM NOXUBU 419 4OMOBUX Ta AYL NOMepsInX, WO Y
BECHAHOMY BiTpi BiabyBatoTb CBOI MaHAPIBKM 3 TEMHOIr0 3aXo4y y 30/10TUN
Kpamn COHLSA Ha CXOfi.

My>Xi pagunnncs, Konuv iMm BUCTynaTu y noxina.

— Kpura cnnnna i nepwi noseHi MUHy N, — rosopus Mctucnas. — Boau
e AoBOJIi i, NeBHO, He Bpakye ii Nig YoBHaMM Mo MiIMHax. 3aBTpa BOOCBITa
po3'ineMocs rno cenax Ta ropojax i 4epes BiCiM OHIB 3'I4eMOCs Ha NepeBosi.



Tam 3a)xaeMmo LWe n’'aTb — WiCTb AHIB, NPUHECEMO KOHS B XXepTBY lMepyHOBI,
a Ko3/1a — BOASHUM i noigemo.

3aTpemMmTinm ycta KanuHn. BoHa BigBepHyfacsa i pykaBoM 3aKpusia oM.

— He nnay, KannHo, — cka3aB McTucnaB, yCMixaro4nucb Ao CBOEI Noboi
"xoTn". — born pnobpi, 6orn nackasi BepHyTb TO6I YonoBika. He BCi BNaayTb
y 6010, @ MeHe Knn4e Tyaun He nuwie ba>kaHHSA HEBMUPYLLOT C/laBu, ane n
BASKA [0 KHA34, SKOMY BCiM 3aBAA4YYIO.

— Mna4, KannHo, nna4, — ckasas JIioT, — 9k gobpe nnakatumell, 70O
McTtucnas He noige, 60 OHicTep 3HOBY Npubyae.

Bospun 3acmignucs, ane KannHa obTepna o4i i NOBa)KHO rgHys1a Ha

NPUCYTHIX.

— He cminTecs, myxi, 3 6e3cunbHOi XiHkKU. Mnayvy 9 3 6escunng, ane
naavy i 3 xan Hag Bamun. nda yoro CeaTocnasosi bonrapia? Ym y Hboro
CBOIX BOJIOCTEN HEMA? A AKLLO iX Tpeba, To YoMy He HanMe cobi Bapsris,
MeyvyeHiriB YM AKy iHWYy noraHb i He nae 3 HUMKN po3buBaTn rosI0BOKO CTIHN?
Konu 6 B 60ponuncs 3a PyCbKy 3eMt0, 3axXmlann XiHOK, AiTeNn, 3eMNsKiB,
boris 4m xaTu, a2 nepwa bnarocnosuna 6 Mctucnasa Ha paTb. Ane 6opoTucs
W FTMHYTW ON4 BOJi O4HOro, ue Hepobpe fino, i 6oram BOHO He MOXKe
nopobaTtucs. NMobayunTe, WO Ui BINHU CKIHYaTbCA KOJINCb HELLACTAM YCi€el
3eMJi, a ToAi 3rajaeTe MOE CJI0BO.

Oyi KanuHun ropinu, nuue naneHino, Big Hel NWoB SKUNCb 6NCK, Konn

roBopwuna ui csoBa. | cnosa Ui 3pobunn BpaXkeHHs Ha NPUCYTHIX.

Bci 3aMOBKIN, HIXTO He cMigBCS, JIIOT NiAnoBiB MONOAIN XiHL.

— Yce, WO Kaxew, ue npasga, ajae npasga i ue, wo 6orn He Ha Te fanu
nanHi cuny, wob rHmuna 3a nivy4io. Hema Bopora B Kpato, Tpeba roro Ha

Yy>XUHI nowykaTn. Kpim Luboro, CBATOC/IaB HE CUJIYE HIKOro UTU Y Noxig, a sk



XTO WocCb bepeTbCA 3p06UTN B XXNTTi, TO NOBUHEH Lie A0BepwnTn abo
3ruHyTn, 60 cami 6orm NpPokKnNeHyTb TOro, XTo 0biuse, a He goaepXNTb. Mu
NO6POBINIBHO NMYCTUANCA NTUN 3a KHA3EM, TOMY MYyCUMO CTOSATU MPU HbOMY 10

Hawoi abo 0o noro cmepTi.

— Tak, — cka3ana Ha ue KasnmHa, — TOMY-TO 1 5 He 3[epXYIo
McTucnaBa, ase e ”n noMarat NomMy, oe MoXy. Bce-Taku BislbHO MeHi

XXaniTv Noro, BiNIbHO i cepLio BillyBaTU JINXO...

FonocHW raekiT cobakn nepepsaB PO3MOBY B XaTi. Kpyk, SKUN 3BUYANHO
nexkaB nifg ctonom 6ing Hir rocnofgaps, KNHyBCA 1 cobi o asepen. BoHwu
BiAYMHWNINCA, @ 3HAABOPY BBIPBaBCA Y CBIT/INLIO CUJIBHUA NOOYB BECHAHOIO
BiTPY. 3anasiaxkoTiB OrOHb Ha KOMUWHI, CUMHYB iCKpaMu, y XaTi NOTEMHIN0, a
KOJIM 3HOBY PO3ropisinca aa0Bi KO0AWN ACKPABUM MNOJYM'siM, Y OBepsX
3’9BMNnacsa HeHa4ve aKacb Mapa. Ha noposi ctosas xyann, obaepTnin HoNnosik,
NOKPUTUN FPA3IOKOIO0 Bif CTiN Ao ronosu. O4i NOro nananu rapsa4koro, ycrta

34OPHI/IN, @ Ha BUCOXJIOMY XXOBTOMY UL BUAHININCb TEMHOYEPBOHI NAAMMU.

PanTom, Noku we us Mmapa NpoMoBuKa CA0BO, 3ipBaBcs McTucnas 3 naBu,
KWHYBCS 00 NPUXOXOro i obHAB noro, sk 6paTa, 9K gpyra.

— PocnaBe, 6paTe, wo 3 To6010? — KPpUKHYB. — 3BiOKN Tebe Hece y MOto
BOJIOCTb? 'en, pATYHKY! — 3aknKaBs, Koan 6igonawH1Mm MaHOPiBHUK MOBUC Y

HbOI0 Ha pyKax, MOB HEXUBUA.

MeTHynacsa KannHa 3a rpiTMM nNMBOM Ta COPOYKOIO Yy MeKapHIo, a MyXi
PO34ArsiN 30MJIN0ro cMixyHa. O, K Masio HaraZlyBaB BiH KOJIMLWIHbLOIO
pnbanky 3 3abyToro octposa! LLIKipa i KOCTIi, 321€ MOro€Hi paHM Ta CMHLI Ha
BCbOMY Tifli, Ba BiAMOPOXXEHi NasbLi Ha HO3i, a Y rpyasX ak KJIeKOTiB

Ba>XKWUWN Biggnx.

MnTTIO Noknann gpy3i PocnaBa Ha BOBHSAHMX NOKpPMBaJsiax Ha 3aniyvky,
BKPWUJIN KOXKYXaMM, HANOIM rapsa4mm rnnBoMm. 3a SKUNCb Y4ac NMPUNLLOB A0

cebe i, BAXXKO nepesoasyun ayx, CrmTas.



— McTucnaBe, ue 3anicca?

— Tak! Tn y meHe, 6paTe, Mix cBoiMu. He 6pakyBaTume Tobi TyT HiYoro,
TYT BUAYy>Xa€w, Habepewcs cnnm Ta noigew 3a Hamu, 60 MM 3aBTpa iAEMO Ha
AyHan.

Jlnye cmixyHa nobnigno.

— He ma€Te BXe 4oro tyaum ixatu! — npowenoTiB. — Mun BXe CBOE€
BioKONAAyBann, AAPYHOK AicTanu, Ternep Bnuauca n bynemo gypitu!
Focnopnaps Hema — Muwam ceobopa!l

Konwn 6 rpim yoapme Ha MangaHi 3aniceybkoro gsopuvuia, He B4MHNB bun

BinbWwoOro Bpa>keHHs, 4YMm Ui cnoBa PocnaBa.

— {K-T0? Hema rocnogapa? Lo 3 kKHA3eM? — nocmnasancsa NMTaHHA.

Ane He nig cuny 6yno cMixyHoBi po3ka3yBaTu. BiH 3HOBY ocsiab i 3aMOBK.
Ta KanuHa pgorapanacs, 4yoro Tpeba 6inonaci.

BoHa npunHecna nomy B ropLuKy M’SICHOI OLLKK, a MOTIM CBiIXKUX S€Lb. He
XOTiB 3pa3y icTu Pocnag, ane 3rogom po3cMakyBaB i Tpeba byno BigibpaTtun B
HbOIro MUCKY, W06 He oxBaTUBCA. Bce-Takum Xxa, Tenne i MiuHe BUHO Nigaanuv
nomy cunun. He 6yab y HbOro rapsidku, BiH, nesHo, 6y 61 3pa3y X 3acHyB, a
npu TOMY 1 LWIYHOK, KWW Bif [OBroro 4Yacy He MaB NOXXWBW, He 003BOJIAB
nomy cnaTtu. BiH BUrigHO pO3CiBCSA | CTaB po3rMosigaTn, NONMBaK4YM BUHO, LLO

Moro nNpuHic McTucnae aasa rocTs.

— He ma€Te 4oro ixaTn, BOEBOAW Ta rpUAHI. |4iTe xiba Ha XXasbHUK
TPU3HY NPaBUTU MO TOMY KHA3EBI, LLIO YY>XOI 3eMJ1i LWyKak4yun, Ta CBOIO
BTpaTuMB. T 3Ha€ewWw, McTucnaee, HaMip KHA34 MiCNs 4OrOBOPY 3 FpeKkaMu.
MpaBpa?

— Tak!



— BiH cam 3ragyBsaB Tebe i TBOI pagn He pa3 Ha binobepexxi, oe
[0BEN0oCA HaM 3UMyBaTW.

— 4 ocTepir Toai CBATOCNaBa nepen niactynom Liumickis i nepen
ronooom, — gonas Asas NossCHeHHA McTucnas.

— Ere x! Mygpun tn 6yB, McTtncnase. Tm oguH 3HaB, Wo Mu bygemo
rosogyBaTu 1 TOMY BTiK CaM, OXXeHUBCSA, po3baraTis, po3>XMBCHA Ha C/aBy,
wacta, 6boram i poanHi Ha NOTiXy, a MU... 06an3yBanucs.

— He kuHyB 61 5 6yB KHA34, Hi Bac 6e3 Haka3y, — BignosiB McTmncnas.

— 4 K He NuTalo Npo Haka3s, asie caMe NpPo Te, HOMY TOoAi, KON TH
XXEHUBCSA, MAaTUIN MU KOYiBHUKAM MO FPUBHI 3a KiHCbKY rosioBy? OTake-To
byno rapasas. Npunacu pomeis 311 MU LWOCb 3@ COPOK AHIB, 3 KopCcyHS
BMBE3/IN Lie 3a3Janeriab rpekn kopabnsamm BCO NMOXKMUBY; NeYeHirn
HamagajZiM Ha HAaC MaJlo He Woapyrnun AeHb... OAHUM C/I0BOM, MU BCi 6ynn 6
Ay>XXe pago noMiHanmcs Ha gonto 3 6onrapcbkmmm pabamm, a HaBiTb 3 TUMU,
O 3aruHyN...

Fonopn, xonopn, Heaoyrv My4unm Hac, BUAHO, 6orm ctanm nNpoTu Hac,
HaBiTb HamBeceniwi yTpaTuam goTenu i CUAinu y cHiry, MoB 4opTu B 60510Ti.
[lexTo paHKOM i BCTaBaTu He xoTiB. byBano, 36yanwica paHkoMm, 3arosopuil
[0 TOBapuLla, a BiH JIeXXNTb, MOB 00BOHSA. 3amMep3 Ha KiCTb, yCe Tiflo ax ryge
nig yoapoMm, sk cMepekoBui TpaMm. Tofi KHA3b 3ibpaBcs BepTaTUCA Ha Pyceb.
Ane 6a! Mu BepTanucek 3 bonrapii, MoB rpedyHuKn abo Sk HebiXX4uMK Irop 3
nonogas. Ycakoro gobpa 6yno y Hac TinbKuK, X04 MNOBOJIOKaMK raTb ratu!
Jlnwe noxxmneu He B6yno, a came uboro Hanbinbw 6yno noTpeba. Ainwnm mu
00 Noporie, a TYT NPOTU HAC BUAAMIN BCi N€YEHIrn, CKiNbKN iX nuwie
BMBeNocH y ctenax. AHi aymaTtu 6yno npo nepexia. Pagns CBUHENbA KHA3EBI
MOKUHY TN fobunyy, a camum it Nnpoboem. He nocnyxaB KHA3b. BepTaTucs 6e3
3006Kn4i, MOBNAB, 3HAYNTb NPU3HATUCA NEPEMOXKEHUM. 3 HYOrO NOKAAZEMO

XepTBy [MepyHOBI, 3 4Oro 3an1aTMO APYXXUHI, K He byae nobuyi?



Mobunn Mun KinbKa nevyeHisbkux opa, norpabysanu ix oceni i 3HOBY
BepHynuca Ha binun beper. 3 gecaTb AHIB rogayBajincsa My Yepenamm
neYeHiriB, BKiHUi i LbOro He cTano. | 3HOBY TeNa4YMn XBiCT CTas BinbLwnM
naHoOM Bif BoeBoAW. NpOCTAr HOrM BOEBOAA, TO 1 nec He BpexHyB 3a HMM, a
3a xBocToM 6iranum Bci, moB noconeHi. Nan! Nan! Lo Toro Moposwu
obwmnyBanm y Koro pyky, y Koro syxa abo n Hic — yci€i kpacu nosbasnanu.
Bcaka nedveHisbKka fiBka i He rnsaHyna 6 Ha Takoro 6e3HoCoro nepemMoXxus-
rpnaH4... Ly>xe Heecennm b6yB yac...

Bci cnyxanu 3 3aTa€EHUM AMXAaHHAM onoBigaHHA Pocnasa. JIIOT i rpuaHi
AVBUINCA NOHYPO Ha OroOHb B Nedvi, McTucnase Tep 4010 PyKOK Ta CMUKaB
4yynpuHy y 6e3cunbHin 3n106i. Jlnwe KannHa 6yna cnokinHa. BoHa rnaguna
PYKOIO rOJIOBY YOJI0BiKa Ta pa3 y pa3 nignvmseana BuHa Pocnasosi. Llen nonus

3HOBY 3 KyOKa i 3aKiH4MB OMOBiAAHHSA TUXUM 3MYy4YEeHUM F0JIOCOM.

— AX OCb 3Bapuin Mn y>xe BCIO M'SKY LUKipy, YCi Bignanku, Ta XXumm
nnweHb pmnboto 3 onosIoHOK Ha AHinpi. Konn noTennino, kKHA3b 3ibpaB ycix,
XTO 3aJINLUNBCA — MOXKe YeTBepTUHa, — 3BeJiiB 3aKonaTu LiHHiWwy 3006u4 no
MOruiax, pewwTy 3aaMwmB i niwos Ha noporu. CtpawHa ue 6yna gopora. Y
rMnboYeHHOMY CHiry 6penn Mm geHb i HiY, @ Ha HaWOMY WAAXY 3aauMLanm
Tpynu nogen. Ha KoOXXHOMY Hiuniry sanuvwanacb 3ajiora 3 TpyniB Ta
BMUpatodnx. CBATOC/IAaB He 1B HI4YOro no ABa-Tpu OHi. BiH TepniB CTiNbKK, WO
M iHWI, i HIXTO He Mir nomy pobuTtun 3akungis, 60 BiH HanbinbLwe KapTas cebe
caM. Pa3 3anmwmeca g nosany, 60 BiAMopo3ne Hory. A Tep ii CHIrom,
obropTas WwWMaTaMu, a)x NoTiM noba4vme CeATOCNaBa. BiH cTosB cam oaunH
nocepepn 6esnogHoro Tabopy. [JoBkosa nexano Ynmano HebixkK4nkis, MOB
nicna 6uten. KHA3b po3rnsagaBcsa AOBKOA, a NoTiM Bxonue cebe oboma
pyKaMu 3a ronoBy Ta NnpuaaBJieHMM roJI0COM, MOB Kpi3b CJ/IbO3U, CKa3aB:

— Ui Tpynn, ua cMepTb — Ue TiHb, AKY Kuaae T8os cnasa! Nope 106!

| pa3 y pa3 NMoBTOPSAB L C/I0BA, aX LOKW S He BCTaB Ta He MNOBOJIIKCA 3a
Nnoxo4omM, Lo LWe3aB Yy CHirax, y signani. Togi niginwos 0o meHe CBATOCNAB |
kKaxke: "lNMo4vekan, Toeapumwy, 9 gonoMmoxxy 17o6i"! | Hexan 6orn noganyTb
NOMY HaMKpalle MicLe Ha 3esieHin neBafi CBOIN, BiH JOBIB MeHe a)< A0



rypTy. Tol CaMOi AHUHM HAaCKO4YUAMN MU Ha NeYeHi3bknii Tabip. 3pa3sy X ciB
KHA3b Ha KOHS | 3BesliB YCiM, XTO AYXX4YUN, IXaTu pa3oM i3 HUM. [loixano ix 3

COpPOK 4o0s10BiK, Moixann paHkoMm, Wwob nobutnuca oo KaHesa.

Mwn nopi3ann i NoBapuan peLwTy KOHEW i Milwiv NoBosi MPOTOPEeHUM
cnigom CBaToc/1aBa. AXK OCb 3a40PHISI0 WOCL Nepen HaMKu, Havye CBiXKa YOopHa
Moruna. NMpuxogumo 6amx4e... i panToM ycCi 3aTpacaunca 3 nepensaky. Le
6yno 6onosuwe. | wo 3a 6onosue? opocTonbChbKi 60i bynn irpawkoto B
NOPIBHAHHI 40 TOro, wo TyT nobaynnm Hawi oYi. 3gaBanocs, Wo TyT

3Marasncs 3 KHA3eMm yci cunum niTbMu.

KpoB, KpOB i KpoB — BClOAW, BCloaW. [locepenHi Kynka Tpynis,
NoWMATOBaHUX, NOKasivYeHnx, Havye y pi3HuUi. BoHW Banannca y rpasioui,
siIka 3aMep3sia y TBepAi, MOB KaMiHb, rpyaku. [locepennHi BansBCcsa i TPy
CeaTocnaBa 3 nopybaHnMu BigslaMKaMu LLMTA Ha 3J1aMaHOMY J1iBOMY peMeHi |
Bi4N1laMKOM Meda Yy npasin pyui. Big kpnBaBoi NOBO/IOKU He BUAHO Byno
6e3nivi paH, 3 AKMX BOHa BUMAMBasa, a rosoBu He Byno 30BCiM. Ti BiapizaHo
HOXeM, MabyTb, Ha Te, Wob 3pobuTn 3 Yepena YapKy OJ19 XaHa, 9K ue
3BUKN pobuTK neveHirn 3 4yepenamu nobmutmx soporise. [JoBKONa siexKaso
NOTOKOM KislbKa COTeHb KoHel, noBiapybaHi Nnanbui, pyKu, HOrn... yABOE
CTiNNIbKN MYCWJI0 3rMHYTU MOraHmx, CKiJibKN BaNISAJIOCA KOHEN, Ta rnepemMoxxui
3abpann Tina 3arnbnmx 3 coboto. [loBkosia Ha YBEPTb MUJi BATONTAHO CHIr
pa3y pa3. BuoHO, TUCAYI HAKUHYIUCA Ha TUX KiJlbKa OeCATKIB, ane COTHI
MOKJIasIN FOJSI0BU, NMOKU OCTAHHIN rpuaeHb 3 po3yvepensieHo rosIoBoo nosir
Ha Tpyni CBaTOC/1aBa.

CTpawHa ue mycuna byTtu civya — 6i1 po3nykn ogHOro NpoTwu
ABafuATbLOX, 6i1 4O OCTAHHBLOIrO Pyxy, 40 OCTAHHLOIO NOAUNXY 3MYYEHUX
rpynen. CtpawHi 6ynm n nnua nonaranx repois. YCi y 3MOpLIKaXx, B SKi
BbMpaeTbCca nuue 6opus y XBUANHW NIOTOCTI, YCi 3 CLiNeHUMN BULLKIPEHUMU

3ybamum bapca. Hiqoro noacbkoro He 6yno y HUX.

30aBasioca HaM To4i, WO KHA3b Ta NOro APY>KMHa HaBMUCHO LUYKau
CMepTi i CBiAOMO KMHYNCA Yy HepiBHUIM 6in, w06 3aBaaT BOPOrosi BTpaTH,
ckopoTnTK cobi AOBri MyKN KOHaHHS 3 roaody, a HaM NpoTopuTn gopory... |



cnpaBai! Konm 6 neyeHirn 6ynm Hananam Ha Hac TOAi, TO HiXTO He BUALLOB 6u

3 bomoBuULLa.

AK cTpina MNMepyHa, Wo po3TpowmnTb AyH6, ornywye 30BCiM MaHOPIBHUKA,
AKUM nig [ybom 3axoBaBCA Bif BiTPY, Tak oaypiaiv Mu yci. OOVH KJINKaB
boris, Apyrun NpokanHaBe, TPETIN NNakas, MOB ANTUHA, KiJIbKOX HaBIiTb

npobunno cebe mevyamu, iHWMX HACUJIBHO 34€epXXaan MU Bif4 camorybcTsa.

AX cTapuin CBUHenbA BUNLWOB 3 rypTy, cTaB 6ina Tina CeaTtocnasa i

CKa3aB.

— lFoBOpSATb 00 Bac yCTa, SKi y>Ke He BiAYMHATBLCA HIKOMIN Hi 0 CNOoBa, Hi
00 YCMiXy, BOXOA OPYXUHW yCiei Pycbkol 3emni. Bioxoasa4m paHKomM,
nepekasaB MHOIO [0 BaC OCb LUO:

— Bw BCi, WO 3aMNWLAETECH, — FOBOPUB, — i4iTb MOIMU CAigaMn. AKLWO S
3rnHy, To He Byae BXe y Bopora Cuam 3aCTynuTn BaM opory. A sKLLO0
y6’'toTb MeHe 3pafoto, MOMETITbCA 3a MeHe abo NormbHiTh 3a cnaBy PycbKoi
3eMi. XTO nepexunee L XBUJINHY, TON HEXaun XXAe HOBOro COHLSA HaLlol
BiTYMU3HWN, @ NMEeHHA nomy — Bonogumump, KHA3b HoBropopa! BiH oauH
nigHece Moi 3HaMeHa, 3HaMeHa cflaBu i Bennyi. lomy nosuHymnTecs, 60 nuwe
BiH Mo36bupa€e 0o Kynu yce Te, Wo Nno MOi CMepPTi MOPO3TAraloTb HEAPYT L.
Ane nam’aTanTte oaHO: fobpe i NOXBaJIbHO € TMHYTU N4 C/laBU 3 IMEHEM
MepyHa Ha yCcTax, ajfie Kpalle € XUTK ansa pigHol 3eMni, XXUTU 3 HAPOLOM,
TPYAUTUCS | NpautoBaTu. 4, WO 3rmHyB AJ19 CaMOi BOEHHOI CaBu, He 3HaB
LbOro i Ai3HaBCS NMPO Le aXk Tenep y Yac rosioay i HectaTKy. LLykato4m vyxoi
3eMJli, 9 CBOIO BTPATMB, FrOpe MeHi, rope 1 BaM, AKi CrigyBanun 3a MOEK
3ipkoto, 60 6oru cBiThi, 6orn nobpi cnnTaloTb MeHe 1 BaC Ha 3eneHin neBagi
Haxxbora: "LLlo BYMHMB TN ONg CBOiX OiTen, 6osp, KMeTiB, i3rois, pabis,
OrHMWaH, Kynuis?" ToMy, BEpHYBLLUUCb, NPOCiTb y 60riB npoweHHa onsa cebe
N ons meHe, a BOHM fobpi, nackasi, "He BigMOBNATbL HaM Lboro. Cnaea
PYCbKOro KHA34, a Ao6po PycbKoi 3eMni — ue He 04HO.



ToAi oTAMMANCA BCi y HAlWIOMY >Kahli, B3SaM TiNO KHA34, No3abupanu
nobuTi KOHi n Niwnn y KaHie. HixTo He 3aep>XyBaB Hac, 60 neveHirn
BUTPATUIN B OCTaHHLOMY 600 TPOXM He MOJIOBUHY CBOIX HaMKpaLLnX

KOMOHHUKIB. 3 KaHeBa noixas i A ctoan, He BCTynat4yn o Kmnesa.

Mo nopo3si 4yB A yxe, wo Oner i ApononaH novyanm mexxnycobuui tTa Lo
OPYXKUHN TX y)Ke B'tI0TbCA Ha AepeBASIHCbKOMY MOrpaHuYyi...

Pocnas 3aMOBK, rosioBa MOro oraJsia Ha BOBHAHI NiXKHUKU. OCTaHHIO
YaCTUHY CBOIr0 OMNOBIAAHHA 3aKiHYMB Y>Ke CMOKINHO, TUXUM 3/1aMaHnM
ronocoM. 3BisibHa Nobnigno nuue 6igHOro CMixyHa, rapsyka, BugHo,
NoKnAaasna Noro, a 3 rapa4vkolo i cuna. Moro yneHn poscnabunumcs i, Noku e

XTOCb 3 NPUCYTHIX Mir 3ibpaTunca 3 gyMmkamu, Bnas PocnaH y Ba>XKnin CoH.

— lNope! — o3BaBcs nepwun JIioT. — CTpallHy CnaglnHy 3aJnWLnB Ham
CeaTocnaB. besypaguua noMa, AiBa MONOLI KHA3I 3 INXUMWU LOopafHUKaMU
BUCCYTb YCIO CUy 3€MJli Ta Hapo4y, Ha raym noraHum, bonrapam, BaTnyam,

NAXaM...

NMoHypo AMBUANCA B OFrOHb rpuaHi CBATOoCNaBa. [Ansa HUX, NeBHO, He Byno
MiCUA Y APY>XKMHAX MON0ANX KHA3IB. XTO 3HAE, YX He nponage n ix 4opobok y
KuveBi, oe KHA3b nepexoByBaB Nai 340614i CBOIX APYXUHHUKIB, 0OBYTi y
BinHax. Banmecs cBiT, 30ynoBaHMN MeYyeM, a 3 HAM najanm n yci noro

OyniBHNAI. ..

McTuncnas cnais goBro 6e3 pyxy, 3aKpmBLIKW Nnue pykaMmu. PanTom BCTaB.

— BbpaTtT4a! — cKa3aB, — He NaganTe y 3HeBipy! BoHa Boporam nobpa —
Lue cectpa Mopoka, YopHobora, lvBa. MNpaBaa, MMWNB KHA3b HaM
be3ypaguuto y Kpato, ane 3aamwme i 3anoBiT. KWHbMO KpuBaBuin Mey,
o6y abMO MAyr i XKMBIMO AN8 HaWOl 3eMAi, 9K XWUIU ansa KHA35. BiH cam
ni3HaB., Wo He nobpo TBOPMAM MOro MOXoAW, WO BOEHHA C/laBa KNAAE TiHb...
MXUBiM XNTTAM Hapoay, npaueto, fopobkomMm, a 36poe€to Bigbusanmo nuwe



BOpOriB. bo AKLLO0 NOHECeMO Yy 4y>XXYy 3eMJII0 BOrOHb i MeY, BTPaTMMO CBOIO
3eMJ110, LLUYKak4n YyXOl...

Po3’ixanucsa 60gpn no cBOiX cenuiwiax, No roponax Ta xyrtopax,
OPYXUHHUKN CBATOCNaBa, ki 6ynun y 3anicci, noixann y Knis [onoMmHaTUCA
npo cBoi nai. Ha AvBHe OMBO BigAaNu M 1X, asie HiIXTO He 34ep>KyBaB IX npu
KHa3eBi. CBuHenba i Manywa noixann 6ynn y Hosropog, ToMy 1 rpugHi,
nopaameBWmnch 3 coboto, Ha NiTo BepHynmca y 3anicca. TyT Mmonoaumn
rocnogap McTtucnaB 0CBOKOBAaB HOBi 3eMJli, 0Caf)KyBaB Ha HUX YTiKayiB 3
cxony, AKi paATyBa/NCA yTedero Bif, MeYeHiriB, Ta Bi KHSXUX OPYXKUH, LLLO
rpabyBasn cena NpPoTUBHUKIB. Y Npaui Aonomarana nomy KanunHa. Porgan
nomMep y YepBHi, CamMme AKOCb B pPik Nicns noxopoHy Boecnasa. HebaraTo

XKao nMwmBe no cobi cTapuii CKynnHAA.

Bce-Takm NoxopoH Biabysca No 3akKoHy. 3aniceubki noan i porgaisui
NPUALWAN BCi Ha TPU3HY He 3a4J19 NoMepsioro, ane 3aans ntbosi 4o Noro
HacnigHukKiB McTtucnasa i Kanumu. MNMpu HKUX ociB i JIIOT 3 CBOIMU
ToBapuwamum, i Pocnas, A9Knn CBOIMKU goTenamm BCiX BeCenums, i noyvasan BCi
3aMaTNCA NpaLeto, XTO TopriBset, XTo xNnibopobCcTBOM, iHWI NOBaMn TOLLO.
Po3uBiTano XunTTg 4OBKOMA, Yy rpoMagax.

BoHu po3xusanucs, baraTtisnin, MHOXWUINCSA, POCSIN, XO4a Ha MOrpaHnYyi B
OBpyubKOMY OKpY3i To4dmnnaca 6opoTeba MixK KHA39MU. Hapod 3BUK He
ornAfaTUCA Ha HUX | XKUB CBOIM XUTTAM, XOYy4YM Ha HOBE, 3anoBigaHe

CeaToCNnaBOM coHue Pycbkol 3emni — Bonogumumpa.

BapBapwu BTikaloTb y ropof (rpeubke).



