Konn CTepHu4omy gonosinu, wo LocnigHnK He Bianosigae€, BiH
30mByBaBcA. HaginHicTb, abcontoTHa 6€3BiA-MOBHICTb HEMTPUHHOIO 3B’ A3KY
BiOMa OaBHMM-AaBHO. | B Wi ekcneauuil we He 6yno sunagky... Lo x
cTanoca? CTepHMYnin BiAYyB, WO OKO NOMY Habyxae, i 3ycunnam Boni
noraMmyBaB TpuMBOry. 3pewToo JOCNigHUK MIr HE MOYYTU CUrHaNIB BUKJTUKY
abo, moxe, Bnbpascs i3 cBOro anapata. Ane Hasiwo nomy Bnbupatmnca? Xiba
BiH 3[lY>Ka€ XOAMNTM NO Ui nnaHeTi? Lla TpeTa nnaHeTa — wie 30BCiM
Moo, He BigLwwiipoBaHa 4acoM, AK IXHA pigHa, TYT XaxJINBUN pesibed Ta 1

TAXKIHHA He onsa noro cnabocmnoro Tina...

CTepHU4YUin BOPYXHYB TOHEHLKOIO PYKOIK, TOPKHYBCS M’'SAKOI KHOMKW i

CKa3aB.

— MpoaoBXynTe BUKIIUK.

A caM OKMHYB NornaaoMm ekpaH. KapTuHa MiHsanaca soyeBub. MNnaHeTa
NpuUTAryBasia CBOK CYCifKy 3 yce 6inbLoto cnio, opbiTa MeHLWOI 3 KOXXHOO
rognHo NOMiTHO Habnmxanacsa A0 Hel — Haye Len KOCMIYHUIA Nnig 3rMHaB
ranly3kKy BCE HMXYe N HMXKYe. B okeaHax 060x HebBeCHUX Tin 3ginHanncs
FiraHTCbKi XBWUi, MPUYOMY Ha MeHLUin NiaaHeTi — HabaraTo BuLi. A 4n
BUTPUMAKOTb Hanpyry il Cyxo40Jv, YN He PO3J1aMa€ETbCA BOHA BCA Ha
LWUMaTKN? PO3paxyHKN He gann 0OHO3HAYHOI BignoBidi. B koxxHOMY pa3i, 6e3
KaTakniamy TyT He obingeTbcs, i, HaBiTb NnepebyBaroym Ha BNCO-Kin opbITi,
IXHA eKCcneguuia NigoaEeTbCa BEIMKOMY pu3nKosi. A [JocnigHUK BUPILWLNB
nobysaTu B eniLeHTpi KaTacTpodu, Bi4Y-Ha-BiY i3 FPI3HUMUN yH4aCHUKaMN
KOCMIiYHOI ApaMu. CTEepHUYUN HiIK He Mir obpaTn MOXIMBUIA BapiaHT
noesefdiHkM JocnigHukKa. Yomy BiH TaM 3aTpuMyeTbCA? Konnm 6 ue ByB OHaK,
>XapibHun no npuropd, a To — Y4yeHun nep-woro pagy! NMopuHys 6u B
MIKPOKHUIN — agyke TyT, Ha BopTy IXHLOro KOCMiYHOro Kopabns, konii
HanbiNbLLIOro KHN-roCXOBULLA PiAHOI MNaHeTN. Tak BiH HAaTOMICTb... Moxe,

rnocsiaTu Ha nowykn lonomorosy 6bpurany? 3anisHo. MNMnaHe-Ta i il cycigka



OCb-0Cb AiNAYTb KPUTUYHOT TOYKM 361MKeHHSA. BiH He Ma€e npaBa Tak

pu3nKyBaTu. Ta N oe NOoro BigLly-KaEL, KON 3B'A30K nepepsBaHoO?

3HOBY TOPKHYBCS KHOMKW, XO4 3HaB, Wwo, konu 6 JocnigHuk obisBaBcH,
noro noiHgopmyBanm 6 ogpa3sy. "HepBylo, — MUrHysla AyMKa. — Lle noraHa
O3HaKa".

— Jloci He Bpanoca?

— Hi.

Tenep CTepHNYMN (Pi3NYHO BiAYYB HAPOCTaHHA TpuBOrn. Pantom
BUPUHYBLUM 3 rAUOMHN MO3KY, NOYYTTHA He-6e3nekn WBUAKO pO3/IMBasiocs Nno
BEJINKMX CerMeHTax, MUTb, Apyra — i CBiAOMICTb YepKOHya 6anckaBka:

"HesB>xe 3aruHys?!"

EkpaH BupyBaB. Hag npunamBHuMmn 6yrpamm o6ox HebecHuUx Tin
knybounnucs rycti xmapu. CoHUe Knaaso Ha HUX Crliny4Yye NPOMiHHS, i BiA
TOro 34aBaJsiocs, WO MiCLsa 3iTKHEHHSA po3)Xapuanch Ao 6iforo i oCb-0Cb
CcTaHeTbCsa BUbyx. Havye gBa Aitoyi BynkaHn Habnv»xanam oanH Ao 04HOro CBOI

BeJlIeTEeHCbKIi Xepna.

“I JoCNigHWK y TOMY NeKJli... — 3 )XaxoMm nogymas CTepHNYnn, He
BiApuBal4n nornsaay sig ekpaHa. — A 6yB Xxe poscyanusun..."
CnoxBaTUBLINCH, LLO AYMAE MPO KoJlery Bxxe B MUHYJIOMY Yaci, CTepHu4uin
3akJlinaB CBOIM €EAN-HMM OKOM — Li& 03Ha4vyaJl0 TYry, »Xajb, CKOpboTy.

HapewTi cTanocs!

MpunaneHi 6yrpn AiTKHyAMCA oaouH OAHOro, CTBOPUBCHA CMepY
AiaMeTpoM CTO — CTO N'ATAECAT KiNIoMeTpiB, Fi-raHTCbKU BOASHUN KaHaT
3B'A3aB OBO€E HebecHMX Tin. LLlaneHa KpyroeepTb, 361MCKN,— Bi3yaslbHO HE
MOXXHa Byno BU3Ha4nTK, 9K ige pyx rigpocdep. Ta KONM y BOOSAHUN KaHaT

rnoYanunm BNAiTaTUCA CyBOI XMap, KapTUHa NposcHMAacs. Tenep CTaso 4Y4iTKo



BUAHO: rigpocdepy i atmocepy MeHLa niaaHeTa Bigaa€e CBOIN cycigui, He
3Mirwm nepebopoTu ii B WICTb pasiB CUJIbHIWONO rpasiTauinHoro nons. |,
MO>XXe, B Takuin crocib 36epexxe cobi xntta? Moxe, binbwa BigNyCcTUTH i,

BAOBOJIbHUBLUUNCL BaraTto OaHMHOK?

NMopyXxoM KBONEHBKOI0 POXXeBOro nasjbymka CTepHU4nin NnpueaHas Ao
FOJIOBHOI0 eKpaHa BHYTPILUHI KaHanu 3B'a3Ky. Ti€l XX MUTI 3'aBuNach
Tabnnusa napamMeTpiB KOCMIYHOI0 KaTaki3My: BiAHOCHI WBNOKOCTI,
eNleMeHTUN TPAEK-TOPIN, Hanpyra MarHiTHUX Ta rpaBiTauinHMX NOJIB...
MoKa3HUKN WBUAKO 3MIHIOBANUCL, | CTepHU4Ynin oapasy BU3HA-4u1B

AOMiIHaHTY cMTYyauil. 3iTKHEeHHS He Byae, BOHM PO3MUHYTbCS!

CTepHMYMIA MaB pauito: TaKUN HaCNifOK AaBanun PiBHAHHSA. Ane XuBa
KapTuHa... MeHwa nnaHeTa BigaaBasa bi-nbWin i cBO rigpocdepy, i CBOE
noBiTps. CTepHU4uin 3HaB i He3abapom yci il MOpsa BTpaTATbL BOAY 00

KparnJjuHW i No-HeCyTb Y ManbyTTsa Avwe CNOMUH Npo Hel.

MixxnnaHeTHa bypsa waneHina. CtTepHNYNM He Mir BifipBaTu OKa Bif
eKpaHa, Ta 1 yBeCb eKina>k NnbHO CTEXWB 3a PIAKICHUM SBULLEM: afXKe
BMPOAOBXX FiraHTCbKOI cnipasi ManakTUKM BOHN TakKoro He crnocTtepiranun. Y
KOXXHOI0 B OLi CBITUJI0CA 3a4apyBaHHA U noaus. Kosn 3ragysanm CBOro

3HMKJ1I0Io TOBapwulla, BUPWMHaJia TiHb >XKaJlo.

BoasHa ropa Habyxana, wmpunacsk i, 361MCKy04M Nig COHLEM, pocia BCe
BULLEe | BULWeE. | OCb Nepen 3aBOPOXKEe-HUM OKOM YHEHOr o y)Xe 34inHABCS
ripcbknin xpebeT 3 po3TOMJIEHOr0 CKJla — TO CAiNy4Y0ro, TO TEMHO-CUHbLOTIO.

HocnigHMK He 3BOAMB OKa 3 LbOro BUAOBULLA, BOHO NPUTAryBasio 1oro,
Ha4e MarHiToM, HanOBHIOBAI0 HE3Ha-HUM O0Ci XBUIOBaHHAM. [oanx
cMepTenbHOoi Hebe3nekn NopoaXKYBaB y HbOIO BiAYanAyLLHY BigBary.
BioyyBaB, Ak Bibpye ckeng, a Big Hei n meTanesa nana "Mtaxa", 06 aKy BiH
obinepcsa cnuHo. byno »XaxHO A0 MJIOCTI, ajie 1 paAic-HO: NOTpanmB y



CaMICiHbKY ryLy po3rongaHmux CTUxin, CTOAB BiY-Ha-BiY 3 MiXKMJI@aHETHOIO
bypeto! Takoro 6naxeHcTBa OCNiIAHUK He BigYyBaB LLE HiKON, XO4 BOHU
MaHAPYOTb 3 HANAaNbLIOro KyTka NanakTnkn. Hexam cobi koneruv cno-
CTepiratoTb Kpi3b iIIOMiIHATOPX Ta ONTUYHI Npuaaamn 3 BUCOKOI opbiTun, aky
BU3Ha4ymB CTepHMYMN. A BiH OCb TYT, Yy CaMOMYy BUPOBULLI. [py>XHUi BiTep
nepiwmse no 06440 conoHMMm Gpuskamu, i BiH BigvyBa€e Hebe3sneky Ha
cMak!

IXxHs MaTepuHCbKa NnaHeTa 3acrnoKoiNach MifIbMOHW POKiB TOMY, Tenep
LLe BpiBHOBa)eHa CMCTeMa, rnageHbKa KyJid, Ha SKil HiYoro HecnopgiBsaHoro
He TPanaseTbCA, HA AKIN MUCAYI ICTOTU, BXXe, 30a€TbCA, MPONLLIN 3eHIT
CBOro PO3BUTKY... HeENponopuinHO BESINKI rosli rosioBn1, MasieHbKi TiNbuUsg —
Taknn Hacnigok ogHobokol umBinisayii. He Te Wo B TyTewWHiX HaniBOoUKUX
abopwureHis: MiuHe, HibK 3 KpuMUi, TiNO, Ha rON0OBI — rycTa WepCTb, 40 TOro X
Yy HUX NapHi opraHun 3opy, cayxy... Moxe, eBostouia nosene ix ro iHwomy
wnaxy?

HocnigHUK AMBMBCA Ha Po3bypXxaHU OKeaH, i AYMKMX B FONOBI NANBAN, K

OTi BUCOKI XBUII.

Lle Monoga nnaHeTa, TYT yCe We B pycCi, HaBiTb NPOLEC roOpOTBOPEHHS He

3aKiH4YMBCA. A ouen KaTakJi3M, BiH pastode 3MiHUTb 06aun44sa nnaHeTun!

3HOBY noayMaB Npo abopureHis. NapHUn NogapyHOK BpyYaE iMm npupoaa
— NJlaHeTa o4ep>XYE BesIM4Ye3Hy KiJibKiCTb BoAwW, Uini mopsa! Yy BuTpnmMaloTb?

Yum BuUinitoTb? ButpumatoTh!

Y4yeHOMy 4OMYyCb CTasio pafiCHO Bif L€l AyMKW, NOMY XOTinocs, wob
YUCNIEHHI NJIeMeHa Ui€l NJIaHeTV BUNLLAN We 3arapToBaHiwmmMm 3 6opoTbbn,
e MigHiWwnMn. NMonoBHUBLLX MOPS N OKeaHW, KBiTy4a nJjaHeTa CNoKinHO
KPY>X/19-TUMEe HaBKOJ10 CBOEI CTauioHapHOIl 30pi. Mucnaymm ictotam
PO3BUAHATUMETbLCH, | BOHU 3pELUTOI0 MOYHYTh BigragyBa-Tu 3aragku

npmpogn. A 4m 3g0rafgaroTbCs NMpo oue oCb, Wo BiabyBaeTbCA 3apa3?



AVBNAYNCh Ha CTpaxiTAMBUIA CMepX, WO ycBepaatoBaBcs B Hebo,
HocnigHnK nogymMas: YN HEe JIMWNTUN TYT SKUNCb 3HaK? Ane Lo 3MOoXe
BUiMIITK B LLbOMY BUPOBMULLI NPOTArOM AOBrMX TUCAY0NITb? MapHO N AyMaTwn

Mpo Le: Hi-Lo He BUiJiE.

OkeaH yce BuLLe 3iMaB CBOI BeJIeTEHCbKI rpyan, AMyXaB rapsaqyum
BiTpOM. 3enieHa XBUNsA BXe ntoTo bunacsa ob ckento, Ha akin obnobysas
Micue Y4eHun. 3 3aBMUpPaHHAM cepua JocnigHUK crnocTepiras, K Boga
HacTynae Ha cyxoain. OH We BUOHIETLCA Ha po30yxaHOO NOBEPXHEK HU3Ka

rip, ase BOHU TOHYTb, TOHYTb! O, BXXe ONVMHWUANCS Mig BO-4010.

PanTom BiH Nnob6a4yunB yaannHi BUCOYEHHUI Basl — OKeaH KNHYB Ha 6in 3
MaTepMKOM CTpaLUHY yaapHy cuay. Ban muyuTb, nigroptatoydm nig cebe

BEeJIETEeHCbKI XBWAI, | WO 014 Hboro uen "lMtax" i HaBiTb ous ckensa?

Weunawe, wenawe B KabiHy!

CraptyBaTu!

Bxonuecs 3a nany niTasbHOro anapaTa i... 3aKAsK. N0ro napasilyBas
Xax. BupsyeHnM oKoM OMBUBCHA Ha CTPaXiT/IMBUIA Bal i HE Mir MOBOPYXHYTH

Hi PYKOIO, Hi HOrol0 — Ha4e npukunis 0o 6aMcky4yoi nanu.

KiHeub, 3arnbens...

MNapafoKcanbHO, ane us AyMKa BMUTb 3HAIA Hanpyry, CKOBaHICTb.

HocnigHuK nogepcsa o nokKa, Bnas y KabiHy, nigBiBcA i, KON TeMHa
CTiHa B>Xe rotoBa bGyna MOraAMHYTN NOro pa3oM 3i CKenew, BCTUT TOPKHYTUCSH
CTapToBOi KHOMKW. "MTax" wyrHyB y HebO Kpi3b XxMapy 6pn30K —

3aCTYrOHII0 Tak, HibM BiH NPOKOTUBCS MO KaMiHHIO.

3ibpaBLwmncb Ha cuni, B4eHWn noamBuBCA B iNIOMIHATOP — Bif CKeni He

B6yno n cnipgy. HaB3aoriH 3a UMM BasoOM KOTUTLCA Apyrun, we 6inbwnni, a



nani — TpeTin, YeTBepTUN... Yn onapae cmepy? Tak, Le 3 HbOro CKOYYThCH
PYWHIBHI Basn — TO 3axornJieHa nJsjaHeTa 3aBAa€ yaapiB cyciaui,
CMYCTOLUYHOYUM 1T CyXOO0/N...

HocnioHuMK BI4ITXHYB, 00 HbOr0 3HOBY NMOBEPHYJINCb BUTPUMKA i
MY>XHICTb 30pennaBus. lMepeBipuB (hikCcyBasb-Hi KaMepu: Bce fobpe, 4yTUBI

KpuwTanukn BbupatoTb nensax, B Hboro byae yHikanbHUn inbm!

Cnpsamysas "lTaxa" Bcnif 3a nepwum, "cBoiM" BasIOM i NPOTAroM KiJslbKOX
roaunH 6yB CBiAKOM »XaxMBOI pyr-Hauii. Ha gpyromy 6oui niaHeTn uen Ban
3iITKHYBCS 3 TaKMM CaMUM BaJiOM, LLIO KOTUBCA HaBCTpPIiY. Ha wacTts, ue
CTaJsIoCb nocepen Mops, Aaneko Big HacesieHoro cyxonosny. | JocnigHuk
Lboro pa3y 6yB obayHiWwmMM — TpMMaBCsa Ha 6e3-neYyHin BigCTaHi Big Micus
KaTacTpogu. Ane wo To 6yno 3a sungosuwe! dknnm cnneck eHepriil

XOTiB po3noBicTK Koneram Ha opbiTi, ane nepegymas. CTepHNYUN
HakKa>xe BepTaTuCb: NpaBuia besnekn cyBopi. A BiH )Xe MyCUTb A40BECTU
3a4yMaHe [0 KiHUusA. @inibM Npo yHiKalbHE aBULLE Npupoan — ue X byae
Noro Tpoden 3 KOCMi4YHOI MaHApPiBKKU!

3achikcyBaBLIN 3iTKHEHHSA Banie, JoCnigHNK NOMYaB No JiHil eKkBaTopa i
HeBAOB3i NobaymB 06CHOBaHy XMapaMmn KOHiYHY Mipamigy, Ky niaHeTa
34iMHANa HABCTPIY CycCigHin, Wo HaBucana Ha niBHeba. 3paBanocs,

3iITKHEHHA HEMUHY-4e. A MOXXe, BOHO TaK i CTaHeTbCA?

HocnigHunK Big4yB X01040K Hebe3neku i Xap BigBarn. Hexam cxogaTbcs
naaHeTn — Ha "MTaxosi" NoMy Hi4oro He cTpawiHo! Mi3HaBaT HoOBe — Le X

noTpeba MNCNSAYOrO MO3KY...

| oust xxapoba HoBOro, >kxagoba emouin, WO NporMana BCe NOro ECTBO,
Knpana ByeHoro B Hebe3neyHi cuTyauii, TpMmMana B LEeHTPI MOAIN, a)K JOKK

nJjaHeTKa, CNOPOXXHUBLUW BCi CBOI MOPSA, He rnoYasa BioganaTucs.



CtepHu4uinm cnais 6ins ekpaHa, CNOKIMHO cnornsaatym ronybmnm amck
naaHeTn i cpibHUM oBan 1l cynyTHUKa. KyTOBi IXHi pO3Mipn MeHLwwanu 3
KOXXHOI CeKyHO0l0 — Kopabenb Bigaanascs, nepexonsym Ha napabonivyny
opbiTy. Tenep MoXxHa i Bigno4YnTU. KOCMiYHUIW WINGX nepes HAMU

HebNn3bKNK... YoMyCb 3raganmncs csioBa NicHi:

On paneko-ganeko pigHa niaHeTa —

Y MapeBi 3ip NOTOHYNa,

Po3ka>Xn HaM, XBOCTaTa KOMeTo,

Yn goma npo Hac He 3abynun...

Tak, BiACTaHb HEMMOBIPHO BeJ/INKa — pafioxBWJli He A0JIMHAKTb. Ane
AOCNIAXKEHHSA L€l rany3ku MNanakTukn nge ycniwHo, i sce 6yno 6 rapasa,
Konn 6 BOHW He BTpaTW/IM OAHOIO YJeHa eKkcrneaunuil.

O61n44ga CTepHMYOro CNOXMypHino. Akun 6ys YyeHun...

3abnnmae curHan BMkANKY. CTEPHUYUIA YHOMYCb 30PUMHYBCS, HibK

nepenyvysaoymn LWOCb Baxkauee. | cnpashi, MOMy OOMOBISN:

— O6i3Bascsa JocnigHuk, noro "Mrtax" BuyepnaB CBOI eHepreTUYHi
pecypcu.

— [e nepebysae?!

— Ha noBepxHi nnaHeTw.

CTepHU4Uin He Barascs aHi cekyHAW. 10 KaHanax BHYTPILWHbOIr0 3B’ A3KY
NoNeTiB NOro Hakas:



— YciM npuroTyBaTnUCa A0 rasibMyBaHHA. Kopabenb BUBECTU Ha KPYroBy
nnaHeTHy opbiTy. [lonoMorosin 6bpu-ragi NnpurotTyBaTuCS...

Oko CTepHMY0ro 3acssso pajicTio.

A\

1o eneKTpoHHOI NaM’aTi KOCMiYHOro Kopabnsa 6yno BBeAEHO KOPOTEHbLKY
iHpopMaLuito:

"3aTpumMKa cynpoTu rpadika pency byna BuKankaHa nposefeHHAM
pATYyBaJsibHOI onepauii. 3 NOBEepPXHi TPeTbOol Big LeH-TpasibHOro CeiTuia
nnaHeTn Ha 6opT AoCTaBsIeHO Y4eHOro nepworo paay. Ha ceoe
BUMpaBAaHHSA BiH CKa3aBg, L0 3aX0-MNJIEHHS MJIaHETO iHWOI NaHeTn —
sBMLLE piAKiCHe, i BiH BBa>KaB CBOIM 060B’A3KOM 3achikCyBaTu 1Oro.

NiTanbHUM anapaT AUWKWBCA Ha ckeni 6ing HanBULLOI ropn NJaHeTun..."

...Moxe, n Tenep "MTax", 3acnnNaHnn rimananCbKNUMmM CHiramm, 4YekKae
MOBEPHEHHSA CBOIX rocrnogapis. | HE BU-KJIl0YEHA MOXXJINBICTb, LLO afibMiHICTHK,

LWTYPMY04nN OXKOMOSIYHI MY, HAaTpanasTb Ha HbOTO.



